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FARM "ZMPLOYMENT UP AS SPRINXNG
PLANTING SEASOY APPRODACBES

t

Snow-cover still hampered field work in the more northern portions ef the country
and wet fields retarded spring plowing in many cther settions, but the number of
persons employed on farms made about its usual seasohal rise during February,

the United States Department of Agriculture repcrtéd today. About 8,4C0,000
persons were working on farms on March 1 of this year. This represented an
increase of around 360,C00 perscns during February compared with an average season
sl upturn of 332,000 workers during the menth in the 10 years, 1935-44, Having
increased from a very low midwinter level, however, March 1 farm employment was
st11l nearly 150,C00 persons less than a year ago a,nd the lowest estimated for

the month during the 21 years of record.

Chnfirming the sctarcity of able-bodied hands available for hire in rural areas,
the number of hired workers employed on farms on March 1 totaled enly abeut
1,500,000 persons, up only about 25,000 from a month earlier and down over 100,000
t‘rom \darch 1, 1944, Increases over a year ago were registered only in the
Fest South Central and Mountain States, with declines recorded elsewhere. As of
March 1, the length of the farm workday also drepped a fifth of an hour under
Yarch 1, 1944, This decline was applicable both to operators and hired help.
The average workday for hired hands on March 1 was 9.5 hours; no longer than on
Yarch 1, 1940, Farm operators, however, were still working an average of 11 hours
Per'day, up seven-tenths of an hour over 5 years ago. Snow-cover and above-normal
Precipitation undoubtedly contributed to the decline from March 1944 in the
mmber of persons working and the average length of workday in many sections.
Towever, the difficulty in signing up hired hands as the spring planting season
aPproacnes Probably was of even more importance in a Iarge part of the country
la accounting for the decline in the mumber of hired hands employed. An increase
In the number of female farm workers 2nd in part-time empleyment in non- '
agricultural industries may also have contrlbuted to the shorter farm-workday.
Aercentage-—mse, the "decrease in the rumber of famlly workers from March a year
380 was rather small, amounting to enly about three-~feurths of 1 percent as com-
Pared with a 6.5 percent reduction in hired workers. The mumber of family workers
61ncluding farm’operators) erployed on the first of this menth added up te nearly
1900,000, or about 235,000 more than a month earlier and enly around 40,000 less
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than on March 1 last year, If these shifts continue, family workers likely will
be'called upon te do an even larger proportion ¢f nonharvest operations on
United States farms in 1945 than at any other time on record.

Field Work Not Yet Started in New England

Yarch 1 was still the inactive season in New England as far as field work was
concerned. The 213,000 workers employed on farms at that time were mainly
occupied with the care of livestock, cutting wood, and other minor farm jobs.
Snow-cover was still heavy in mest parts of the region and has interfered with
the movement nf hay and feed and other seasonal farm jobs. The harvest of the
maple sugar crop got under way in a few sections as above-normal temperatures
started the sap te flow in the earlier producing sections.

Some field work was possible in the Middle Atlantic States on March 1, but ex~
tensive snow-cover and wet fields still prevented preparation for spring planting
from getting under way. TFarm gctivities, therefore, were restricted, for the
most part, to farm chores. Employment increased somewhat less than usual in
this region during February, reaching a total of 500,000 persans on March 1 as
compared with 515,00C a year earlier.

The snow-cover receded considerably in the East North Central States during
February but fields were still blanketed in Michigan and Wisconsin on March 1.
Pre-spring planting work also was retarded elsewhere in the region, however,
because of above-normal precinitation and.wet grounds. About as many farm work-
ers (1,250,0C0) were employed in this region on the first of March as a year
ago, a small decline in the number of hired hands being offset by an increase in
family workers. Both groups, hewever, were reported as working fewer hours per
day this year than a year ago. Some seeding of cloverseed on wheat land was
reported in Illinois as well as scattered instances of comshucking, but by
larch 1, farmers had not made much of a dent in the backlog of work which had
piled up during the extremely hard winter.

In the West North Central Region more family workers have been reportéd than a
year ago, owing to the scarcity of workers available for hire. The manpower
problem on some livestock farms in this region has been reported as acute.
Snow-cover, except in Minnesota and parts of Iowa, has receded, but heavy pre-
cipitation has hampered field work in cther parts of this region. Chores,
butchering, and the care of livestock constituted the bulk of the farm work
load on March 1, although in the potato-producing Red River Valley considerable
activity was revorted in grading and preparing potatoes for market. The shorter
farm work day probably was accounted fer, in part, by bad weather.

Precipitation in most of the South Atlantic Region was above normal during the
week including March 1, thereby retarding farm activities. TFarmers in many
sections of this region-have not been able to get into the wet fields for spri’®
plowing. This fact along with the general scarcity of available workers helped
to account for the decline in number of hired workers from 362,000 on March 1,
1944 to 318,000 on.March 1 this year. In some areas, an increased lay .per hen
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ond milk production per cow suggests that farmers are taking better care of
reduced livestock mumbers. With spring land-preparation lagging due to ex-
cessive moisture, farmers have had ample time to cut fuel wood for home use
in most of the South Atlantic States. By March 1, sowing of tobacco beds
was completed as far north as North Carolina,

Reports from the East South Central Region indicate that heavy rainfall again
may have helped to account for a shorter workday. This is reflected in a lag
€n the February increase in both family and hlred workers employed on farms
in this region behind the normal seasonal rigse for the month: From Kentucky
and Tennessee, however, come reports of an occa51ona1 return to farms from
war industries because of ,the 1ncreasedqreturns from crops such as tobacco.
Unlike reports from other parts of the country, those from’ the Wé%t South
Central Region show a decrease in family wonkers from 1,126,000 in March of.
last year to 1,101,000 on March 1, 1945, with an increase in the mumber of
hired workers from 263,000 to 277,000. The draft of an increasing number of
farm boys and the concomltant necess1ty for hlrlng additional workers was
commented upen by many respondents in this reglon. Wet grounds reduced field
work in many parts of the Southwest on March 1, but carlot shipments of -citrus
fruit from Texas during the week ended March 3 indicated greater act1v1ty in
the Lower Valley citrus harvest than a year earlier.

In the Mountain Region there were also fewer family workers and an increase in
hired workers on March 1 as compared with a year ago. Shed lambing had
started as far north as Wyoming by.Mareh 1. Harvest- of ciirus. fruits and
winter vegetables was under way in Arizona. Although shipments during the
week ended March 3 were 29 percent smaller than a year ago, most of this re-
duction was due to the sharp decrease in shipments of lettuce and romaine from
the Yuma district.

With a receding snow-cover and less than normal precipitation in the northern
sections of the Pacific region, the numbers of persons working on farms on

the first of this month had regained the level of a year earlier. In
Vashington State, spring plowing had begun in earnest on March 1 and some

early crops were being sown. Soil conditions there were very good, with
sufficient moisture to make plowing fairly easy in most sections of the State.
In California, normal seasonal farm activities were taking place, winter
vegetables being harvested, spring and summer truck crops planted 01trus
rolling to market, and orchards and vineyards pruned. Cotton picking was still
under way in the San Joaquin Valley. .



Farm empleyment indexes and related data, United States, March 1, 1945
with comparisons
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taverage: Feb. 1, ¢ Mar. 1, ¢ Feb. 1, @ Mar,
:1910-14: 1944 1944 1945 : 1945

..._.__.._._.._..—..._.___._._._.__......_.__._.____.._._._-—.____.._____.__-.—..._.._-_.._..._._.._.._.__
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FARM EVMPLOYMENT INDEXES: :
Total- :
Unadjusted.....ocvov vovvinnn. : 10 70 71 67 79
Adjusted for seasonal varistion: 100 85 84 83 83
Family labor - H
Unadjusted.......coevvveie. e .. 100 73 76 72 75
Adjusted fer seasonsl variation: 100 85 85 84 84
Hired laber — H
Unadjusted......./ccveeieennnn : 100 58 56 52 53
Adjusted forseasonal variation.: 100 87 82 . 78 78
FARM EMPLOYMENT (thous. of persons):
POtALle e e onereeocmaneeeeenennnnns 112,052 8,383 8,562 8,051 8,414
Family 1abore..ceeeeeeeenennons : 9,160 6,702 6,935 6,557 6,894
Hired 1abOTeeeeeeeeounncnnee..ot 2,892 1,681 1,627 1,494 1,520
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Wagg income per hired farm worker
United States, 1910-44

.__...__._.._______.._.._._...__._____..__..._._..__-_._..____..______.__.__.__.._.__.____._-_.—-

1910 : 263 97 . 1928 429 158
1911 265 98 « 1929 ¢ 430 159
1912 274 101 « 1930 398 147
1913 278 103 : 1931 ¢ 315 116
1914 276 102 . 1932 @ 234 86
1915 278 103 ¢ 1933 @ 210 77
1916 305 113 . 1934 256 94
1917 384 142 : 1935 @ 305 113
1918 470 ' 173 : 19%6 344 127
1919 544 ' . 201 s 1937 395 ) 146
1920 617 228 : 1938 ¢ 382 141
1921 400 148 : 1939 378 139
1922 385 142 : 1940 @ 390 144
1923 421 155 . 1941 470 173
1924 426 157 . 1942 616 227
1925 ¢ 433 160 : 1943 1/ 801 296
1926 438 162 19441/ 940 347
1927 434 160 : L

et e o v - — o —— — o — = "
e e o e o e e mm — o —— e e

1/ Preliminsry.



Farm employment:
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with comparisons

TOTAL EMPLOYYENT

United States and geographic divisions, March 1, 1945,

e e e e = o oy = - — = - —

feogravhic ¢+ Jan, 1, ¢ Feb. 1,: Mar. 1, sJamary 1, :February 1, :March 1,
division _ _ _ _ =_J%é__3%iij%é__J%§_;_J&é__pﬁﬁ~
- } +1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,020's

Ipited States.i........ + 8,202 8,383 8,562 8,005 8,051 8,414
Yew Eneland........ Y 201 211 207 20 203 213
viddle Atlantic...... . 493 512 515 491 486 500
Tast lorth. Central...: 1,223 1,234 1,251 1,201 1,178 1,251
mest Jortn Central...: 1,383 1,362 1,397 1,368 1,345 1,394
touth Atlantic.......: 1,477 1,584 1,625 1,435 1,430 1,555
East South Central...: 1,275 1,317 1,333 - 1,228 1,248 1,275
Test South Central...: 1,366 1,344 1,385 1,282 1,348 1,373
Mountaile . o vvveeernast 348 359 373 345 347 375
PaCifiCe .o v evenennnn : 436 4R0 472 455 466 472

“AAILY WORKERS 1/

Tnited Stabes..........: 6,622 ,702 6,935 6,571 6,557 6,894
New England..........? 153 1%v 150 150 155 157
viddle Atlantic...... ‘e 73 373 379 367 364 373
Fast North Central...: 1,038 1,088 1 0R7 1,041 1,005 1,083
Zest Nérth Ceniral...: 1,2C0 1,175 1,225 : 1,204 1,254 1,246
South Atlanti.......: 1,156h 1,204 1,263 1,133 1,715 - 1,238
East South Central...: 1,095 1.133 1,154 1,050 1..05 1,123
West Scuth Central...: 1,074 1,045 1,126 1,035 1,071 1,101
Mountain. «vveenevennns : 262 275 283 251 27 ‘280
Pacific....nouovun.. e 271 282 288 231 <87 293

HIRTD WNRKERS

Tmted States..... .... + 1,580 1,681 1,827 1,434 1,4%4 1,520
Yew England......... o 48 54 57 50 29 56
¥iddle kthntlc......: 120 138 - 136 124 122 127
Fast North Cenbral...: 185 196 ° 184 160 - 173 . 168
West Nerth (eu,ral...: 183 187 172 . 164 171 148
South Atlantic...... . 321 389 362 a0N2 215 318
East S~uth Central...t 180 184 179 - 159 . 143 . 152
West South Central.:.: 292 279 263 ° 217 .27 . 27
Yountain........ ... 0.0 86 - 84 80 | 84" - 76 95
PacifiC.euennnnnns Lt 165 178 184 174 " 179 179

l/ Includes farm operators and members of their families doing fafm,work without
wages ' . L ‘

Y L]

7 Based on returns from 19,876 farmerv who reported fer their-own farms, the number
of family and nired workers doing 2 er more davs of work during the week of “inquiry.
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Length of Farm Workday for Operators and Hired
Workers, March 1, 1945, with comparisons

i _ erators ~'__ TR T T T T T HiTed Belp T T~ -
State ¢ March T7 March 1+ MaTeR T "t MaToR T T March 1 1 ch 1~~~
—— i 1940 : 1944 i 1945 i 1940 _ 1944 1945
Maine ¢t 12.0 11.9 11.7 9.5 9.2 "975
N.H. 11,0 11.4 11.1 9.3 "9.%7 9.8
V. T 12.0 12.0 © 12.6 10.7 11.0 11.3
Mass. +  11.0 10.9 10.9 10.0 9.4 9.6
R.I. r  11.0 10.1 11.3 10.0 10.0 10.3
Copmn. _ ¢ 11,3 _ 11.5 _  10.7 _10.1 9.9 9.9
NEng, —~ 7T .5 " TIs ~ T TN T TTI00. " TesT T T T g T T
¥.Y. O I 12.0 J - T o 1< S 10 Y - i Vo U - St
N.J. : 1.0 11,3 10.8 10.0 10.0 10.0 '
Pa. __ __3_10.9 __ 1.9 1.7 9.7 10.2 10.0
MAT. " 3¥TTI0C T TTLe T R - DD O B o I S 1o 1< Santata
Ohio T T 10.6 1.7z TN T T T 9.3 T T T T 9.6 T T T8 T T~
Ind. : 10.2 11.1 10.8 9.4 9.6 9.5
111, :  10.1 11.1 11.0 9.7 . 10.3 10.1
Mich. s 10.4 11.5 11.3 9.8 9.9 10.0 "
Wis. o+ _1l.4 123 12.0 10.9 11,5 11.1
E.N.Centy T ~ T _Toos” T T _AT.5 I3~ 7799 TTTI0.4 T W T
inn. -v 7 10.7 s " " IIZ- "~ "W.z2 -~ " 110 " ~"Ios ——-—
Towa. :+ 10.3 11.5 11.0 10.0 10.5 10.0
Mo. ¢ 10.7 11.6 11.1 9.6 9.7 9.6
N. Dak, : 9.6 10.8 10.6 9.5 10.2 10.0
S. Dak. ¢ 10.0 10.7 10.7 9.8 9.7 9.8
Nebr. ¢+ 10.0 11.4 11.4 9.5 10.1 9.9
Kans. __3%_1.6 __ 11.3 _ 11.3 9.8 ___10.0___ .99 __ _
W.N.Cents O R b ¥ S o 9.9 T T T10.3 100
Del.” - T T T TIIOC I T T T I T T T g7 T T 94 T T T9E T T
Md. s 11,1 11.8 11.6 9.7 10.0 10.2
Va. :+  10.8 11,5 11.3 9.5 9.5 9.5
W. Va. + 10.2 11.0 10.7 8.9 -9.1 8.9
N.C. : 10.2 10:8 10.5 9.2 9.2 9.1
s.C. t 10.3 10.7 10.5 9.2 9.8 9.5
Ga. : 10.1 10.7 10.6 9.3 9.5 9.4
Fla. _ 3 _10.4. __ 10.8 _10.4 _ 94 9.2 ___89_ __
SAI_ T TFTI0.3 TT 09T T10.7 DT 9 T e T 93T
Ky.  ~ 7T 737 10.0 1T.T 1078~ 9.2 9.4 9.2
Tenn. : 9.9 11.3 11,0 9,4 9,7 9.4
Ala, :  10.0 10.9 10,4 9.0 9.6 9.3
Miss. __ _ _ 3 _ 9.6 _ 10.6 _ _10.5 _ __ 9.4 _ _ _ 9.3 _ __80_ _ _ _
E.S.Cent. T 9.9 10.9 _loT T T T T T 9.5 — T893 """
Tk, T T T T YT T TTI0.8 T T T I 9.4 9.2 0.2
La. :+  10.1 10.6 10.4 9.3 9.2 9.1
Okla. : 10.4 11.6 11.0 9.3 9.6 9.2
Texe . __ _3_20.4 __ 11.3 11,4 9.5 _ _ _ g _._8_»______3_._:_5,_______
.S, Cent. _t_10.3 __IT.I" " "T10.9 " 9.4 9.6 ___ 8.2 ____
%\%o%t'.— T T YT TeE T T 10 10.1 9.2 9.6 3.3
Idaho + 10,0 10,7 10.4 9.0 9.3 9.4
yo. : 9,7 11.2 10.9 9.5 9.6 9,3
Colo. :  10.5 11.1 11,0 9.6 9.7 9.6
N, Mex. :+ 10.5 11l.2 11.0 9,5 9.6 8.8
Ariz. : 10.3 10,7 10.9 9.3 8.9 9.1
Utah t  10.3 9.9 10.2 8.3 8.1 8.0
Nev. :  10.3 12,1 _l.2 9.0 __ _10.5 ___90____
Moin¥,” — —— 3”101 "TTI0.8 " T 10.6 T T T893 T T g4 T T TRz T
Wash, — ~ ~ 7T~ 10,5 ~ T TIL.0 T T T1I.Z 3.3 T3 9.5
Oreg. ¢ 10.5 11.1 10.8 9.2 9,1 8.8
Pacific EREIRD Oy SR (oY SR (o1 AN - 7 B 9 B9 __ _
o Aulabnbubnic b A’ vy Bl RO N R S ZZI8EICC
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NEW SURVEYS OF FARM WAGES. AND FARM WAGE RATHUNDERWAY

Ip recognition of the need for more informatien
(ongress has provided funds to the Bureau of Agr
collection of data on wages and wage rates of fa
The expanded program will include enum

relating te fam labor~problems,
icultural Economics to expand its
™ iaborers throughout the country.

L erative natiagnal gurveys of wage rates
aid regular and seasonal hired farm workers on a sample of approximately 20,000

farms, surveys of seasonal wage rates paid for harvest operations in selected

specral crop areas, and additional mailed questionnaire surveys te provide new
tyoes of .farm wage information by States.

Surveys are already under way in Florida, Texas,
veges paid workers for the major harvest operatien of special crops in important
preduction areas. Since many of these jobs are paid at piece rates, informatien
;.s also being obtained en length of time wofked in order to know how much workers
really earn per hour or per dsy at specified rates. By ebtaining data fer
mdividual workers, new information will be available on the differences in wage

of workers, and on the percentage of

and California of wage rates and

¥ obout wage rates there, but also
ow the same product or use the same
z The results of the wage surveys in the special cron areas will be

unrarized each month in the Farm Laber Report. Preliminary results from surveys
ade 1n Flarida during February fellow. )

VAGE RATES AND EARUINGS QF CITRUS FRUIT PIGKERS AYD STRAWBERRY
PICKERS IN SELECTED AREAS OF FLCRIDA, FEBRUARY 1945

Tevalling piece rates for vicking citrus fruit and strawberries in Florida in
ebruary resulted in great differences between the hourly earnings of citrus and
trawberry pickers. Special surveys, which ebtained wage information on citrus
ickers employed by vacking houses in the orincipal citrus producing area of

orida and on strawberry Pickers in Hillsborough County, indicate that the average

urly wages for citrus vickers were $1.05 for oranges, $0,85 for grapefruit, and
1.04 for tangerines, while the strawberry picl

ince strawberry picking was being done duri
comparison of rates and earnings in these
1fferences in agricultural wage rates and e
obs, Hillsborough County was chosen for th
S the leading strawberry county in the Stat

two operations illustrates the great
arnings of farm workers deing different
e survey of strawberry pickers since it
e and the survey covered the peak of

~J Wwages of citrus and strawberry pickers - Citrus pickers net only had higher
frage hourly wages than strawherry rpfckers, but they also worked more heurs per
vy resulting in even greater differentials in daily than in hourly earnings.
' ers averaged $8.1C wages per day, while strawberry picker:
. +90 per day. Associated with these wage differentials between the
Erwups of workers ig the fact that most of the citrus pickers were adult males,
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while most of the strawberry pickers were girls and boys 10 to 17 years of age,
However, the small: number of male strawberry pickers aged 18 through 44 -- only g
in the group -- averaged only '$3.00 per day. This may be partially accounted for
by the fact’that strawberry pickers averaged only 5.7 working hours per day.
Ordinarily, strawberry pickimg does not start until the ground is dry.. Furthermore
Strawberries picked on one day cannot be held over until the next day for shipment.’
Picking must stop, thereforé, in time for each day's pick to be packed, loadéd on
cars, and rolled .to market. The reported weekly earnings of strawberry pickers
represent only those earned on the farms surveyed and do not include those that may
have been earned during the same week on other fdrms.

Wages of strawberry pickers and other hired farm workers.in Hillsborough County -
Strawberry pickers, with average hourly wages of 32 cents per hour, made less than
other hired workers on the same strawberry farms, who averaged 43 cents per hour in
cash wages. A majority of ‘the other hired workers on strawberry farms were straw-
berry packers, mainly women, who were paid from 1-1/4 to 2 cents per pint for
packing: . The pickers also made less per hour than all hired farm workers in
Hillsborough County averdged in January, before the strawberry picking season hegan,
During the week ended January 13, 1945, the average hourly wage for all hired farm
workers in the county was 39 cents, and the average for those paid by the hour or
day without meals was 44 cents per hour. Only a very small proportion of the
strawberry pickers received meals in addition to cash wages; 95 percent of the en-
tire group were paid a piece rate of 5 or 6 cents a quart without any meals
furnished.

fomparison of wages of different types of citrus packers - Domestic citrus pickers
made the highest average hourly earnings, $1.05 per hour for colored pickers and
$1.03 for white. But domestic white workers had higher average daily and weekly
earnings than domestic colored because of working longer hours per day and per week
Earnings of imported fereign workers (colored) were somewhat, below domestic colored
workers, having hourly earnings of 96 cents, but because of longer hours per week
they averaged $34.90 per week, exceeding the $30.50 weekly average of domestic
colored citrus pickers. These weekly wages represent only the amount earned by
specific individuals while working on this crew from which the record was obtained
and do not include earnings the worker may have received from other jobs.

Only a small number, of prisoners of war were included in the sample, so that the
estimates derived from their records may not adequately represent all prisoners of
war picking Florida citrus. These prisoners worked longer hours per week than any
of the other groups, 38 hours per week as compared with 36 hours for domestic white
and impoTted foreign workers, and with 29 hours per week for domestic colored pick-
ers. But since the prisoners' average performance was so muc¢h under that of the
other types of workers, their wages earned were only about half as much. (Actually
the prisoners of war receive only 80 cents per day and the rest of their'wages go b
the United States Government.)

Distribution of citrus pickers by earnings - Even within a given group of workers,
the variation in waggs earned per day or per week from the same piece rate is great
One-fourtk of the -domestic white citrus pickers had average earnings of tess than
$6.00 per day worked, while 21 percent averaged $10.00 or more per day worked, To'
domestic colored pickers, the corresponding percentages were 32 percent with earn-
ings under $6.00 per day, and 19 percent averaging $10.00 or more, Of the :'unpor'ﬁed
foreign workers, only 10 percent averaged as much as $10.00 per day, and 44 percent
fell below $6.00 per day. Because imported foreign pickers worked more days per
week than domestic colored workers, howdvers -kP~percent,of them had weekly earnings
of $50.00 or more, while only 15 percent of the domestic col0réd pivikers -earned 28
much as $50.00 while working on the crew from which the wage information was ob-
tained for one pay-week. Among domestic white pickers, 22 percent made: $50,00 or

more, and only 24 percent made less than $25.00. during the week.
-8 -
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Average wages and average time worked by citrus vickers,
strawberry pickers, and hired form workers, selected
areas in Florida, Februsry 1945 (Preliminary)

rm o e . - - - o — — —— — p— —— — —— v — o — — —— = —— - = —— —— — —— — — — — —— — —
- —

tAverage crsh wszes earned ; Average time worked
:_(on_rptg._crew or_farm)_ : (on rptg, crew_or farm) _
Type of worker +Hourly : Daily : Weekly : Hours : Hours : Dave
_____________ i o _ _'_ _ _ _ 4 __ _ _:per d=y :per week:per wegk
: ol. ol, Dol. No. No. ¥o.
Citrus_pickers_emploved :

by_packing houces 1/ :

Domestic white : 1.03 8.10 26,80 7.9 36 4,5

Domestic colored ¢ 1,05 7,90 20.50 7.6 29 .8

Imported foreign ¢ .96 6.80 34,90 7.1 36 5.1

Prisoners of war 2/ : .43 3.40 16.20 8.0 38 4,7

Hired farm_workers_in :

Hillsborough Ceunty 3/

Strawberry pickers : .32 1.20 5.70 5.7 18 3.1
Males aged 18-44 4/ : ..46 .00 10,00 6.4 22 3.4
A1l other pickers 4/ : .22 1.80 5.60 5.8 18 3.0

Other hired workers on
strawberry farms : .43 2.90 9.80 6.8 27 3.4

411 hired farm workers : .39 2.50 17.60 9.0 45 5.0
Paid by hour or day : 44 4.00 17 .80 °.,0 40 4.5
All others : .33 2.90 17.70 8.8 83 6.0

e e e e e e e e e e em o e = e e e e e e e —m e e . em e e e e e . e —— —— —— — — — —

l/ Estimates are besed on records for = sample of crews including 1,019 pickers
employed by packing houses in the most important citrus producing area of the
State (14 counties), for a pay-week ending nesrest to Feb, 22, 1945, These
preliminary results ere based on unweighted averages and may be revised if
further analysis indicates that the heavier sampling rate used for lsrger

Packing houses sffects the averages shown.

2/ Prisoners of war actually receive only 80 cents a day of the wazes indicated;
the rest goes to the United States Government.

ﬁ/ Estimates for strawberry pickers and for other hired workers on strewberry
farms are bssed on  data from a survey of -~ sample of 115 strawberry farms in
Hillsboro County. " In the surveys, reports were obtsined on €22 workers, including
404 strawberry pickers, who were working for wages on these farms during the

week ended February 17, 1945. Estimates Tfor all hired farm workers in Hills—
borough County are based on data from a survey of a sample’ of 224 farms, approxi-
mat.cy 1/18 of all farms in the County. In this survey reports were obtained

gn 122 hired workers employed on these farms during the week ended January 13,
9.5,

4! These estimates relate only to workers psaid by the quart without meal-s;

fich workers made up 95 percent of the total number of strawberry pickers,
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Aversge wage rates, performance, and wages of citrue
pickers and strawberry plckers, selected areas
in Florida, February 1945 (Prellplnary)

v e = e e e e e mem e . e e e e e e wwm o e e e m— e e e e e ee e e e e — -
— -

H t Average H Average
Type of workers ! Average : Unit performance _ _:_ _ _ _Wwages
t  wage : Unlts : Units : Per 3 Per
____________ :_rate _:__ _ _ iper EOir_Psr_d.@_y_ i _hour _ @ day
| ;" Cents " No. No. Dol. Dol, ~

_by__packlng_hoases

Orange pickers 1/

Grapeéfruit pickers’ ¢ 9.4 Box 9;0 © 2/68 .85 2/ 6,40

Tangerine pickers : 30.6 Box 3;4 ' 2/26 "1,04 gk 7.50
Strawberry pickers_in Z

Hillsborough County

Males aged 18-44 : 5.0 Quart 9.2 60 .46 2,00

All other pickers ' : 5.1 Quart é.z 76 .2 1.80

e e e - e e e e o - o At e e v = . e et e e e e = e M e e mm e e e e =

1/ Estimates of average rates for the several types of orangec not yet avail-
able; wages include earnings at different piece rates for different types of
oranges.._

2/ Average daily performance-and daily wages for citrus plckerq represent
hoarly data converted to daily estimates on the basis of 7.56 hours per day,
the average time worked per day for all citrus-pickers-in the survey.

Distribution by weekly and daily earning: of pickers
employed in citrus packing houses, major citrus
area of Florida, Februsry 1945 (Preliminary)

—-.__—....._.__._._..___.._._._..._—_—-.-—_.—..—.____._.__._.__..—_._._.—-———"

: Percentage with weekly wages Percentage with daily
:_ _ _earned on_rptg, crew _ _:_ _ _ _ _ earnings_ _ _ _ _ - '
Type of worker . : Less ¢+ $25.00 : $50.0C : Less ¢ $6,00 : $10.00

+  than : to : and : than : to : and
e~ :_ $25.00_:_$49.99 _:_ over_ _: %6.00_ _:_ $9,99 _: over _ _ -

. Percent Percent _Percent _Percent Percent . Percent
Domestic whife : 24 54 22 25 © B4 21
Domestic colored : 43 42 15 32 49 1
Imported foreign H 21 62 17 44 46 10



Number of Transported Agricultural Workers BErployed
Februsary 28, 1945 1/
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Mexicans + Jamaicans : Bahsmiang : Newfoundlanders
12 67
3 46
8R
53
6
__________ 705 ol __76 _ _ ___
53 263
54 54
_________________ 5 _ e ____P _____
133
14 1
4 4
63
___________ S e e e D e e —
z :
139
e 8 e e e e e o e e - —
.. 43 | 8 7
26 64
26
__________ 2,836_ _ _ _ _ _4,961 _ _ _ _ L o o ——
18
24
7
87 .
2,108 171
14
S S - R
183
458
25,8566
290,082 4,114 5,059 740

T e e e e e crm e e m— e e e eee Sm e s ey - me e mee we e e e e e me mm e . G - e = = - w——

Y Data provided by Requirements =nd Certification Division, Program Branch,
Office of Labor, W.F.A.
2/ Preliminary.
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