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FARM EMPLOYMENT UP;
WAGES ALSO.HIGHER

’

ith the working fo:.e on farms swelled by large numbers of students and others not
ormally engaged in £:)= work, farm employment on June 1 was somewhat higher than

n the same date last yeor, There were 232,600 more persons emoloyed on farms on

une 1, this year than last. Of this increase 208,000 were family workers and’

,000 hired labor, In view of the great demand for available labor by war indus-
ries, farm women; the nation's vouth, and older nersons are being called upon to a
arger extent than usual to help plant, cultivate, and harvest the increased acreages
f 1942 crops. o

total of 11,917,000 persons were employed on farms on June I, This was 1,121,000
ore than on May 1, an increase that is just about usual for this time of the year,
he index of farm employment rose from 90 percent of the 1910-14 averare on May 1

0 99 percent on June 1l; the seasonally adjusted index of 88 was the same as a

onth earlier,

arm wage rates during May increased only sezsonally, and at 183 percent of the
910-14 average on June 1, were 6 points higher than on April 1. Compared with last

ear, it is estimated that the June 1 wage rates were approximately 20 percent :
igher,

o the New England and Pacific States where the demand for labor by war industries

s heavy employment on farms was smaller this June 1 than last, Seasonal work was
omewhat delayed by wet weather in the West North Central States and exployment on
arms was practically the same as a year earlier, In the East South Central States
otal farm employmentinlso was the same as last year, Elsewhere more persons were
orking on farms this June 1 than last, with the largest increase taking place in

he West South Central States where more than the ususl number of women and children
ere helping with cotton chopping and other farm operationms, '

ore family workers were employed on the first of this month then a year ago the
ountry over, but the gumber of hired farm workers was smaller than a year earlier
n New England, West North Central, East South Central, and Pacific States, A few
¢rsons of those temporarily unemployed as a result of shortages »f raw &z terials
teded in industries menufacturing certain types of civilian goods were available
0 help farmers in the Middle Atlantic and East North Central States, but this was
f minor importance in other areas,

Farm Work Generally on Schedule

arm operations in some sections of the Northwest werddelayed in May as a result of
favy rains, but jobs reguiring the grestest ansunt of labor - such as harvesting
rick crops and early fruits, haying, and cotten chopring - quite gonerelly were
HSChﬁéulw. To accomplish this, extraordinary efrorus were required of farmers
d.Puolic agencies to recruit and enlist all necessary manpewer. The end of the
Orlng school term made thousands of s tudents available in cany States by June 1,
D¢ townspeople, also, assisted in the harvests. In most sections of the country




good progress has been made in planting and‘cultivating the 1942 crops. Closer
plenning on the part of farmers has helped to make better use of the labor supply,
More intensive use of availasble farm machinery was evident in many places. o

Farm Employment Picture Shows Some Improvement

The trend in farm employment the last 5 months ~ particularly during May and June
when the heavy work really began - indicates the possibility of expanding the worki
ing force on farms enough or more than enough to offset the withdrawals of farm hap
by industries and the Selective Service, The extent to which the reserve of youth,
of the aged, and of women not ordinarily available for farm work could be utilized
- this year was an unknown quantity in the éarly months of the year and gave rise to
considerable apprehension as 'to the adequacy of the farm labor supply. Industry an
the armed services have made and will continue to make large demands for available
manpower, but 1t now appears probable that employment on farms during the remain-
ing half of this vear may not be significantly less than employment during the
corresponding months of last year. So far this year, total employment on farms has
averaged slightly more than during the first half of 1941, For 1942 average em-
ployment may be about the same or possibly a 1little lower than in 1941, when it was
approximately 10,355,000, Employed workers during 1942 undoubtedly will include

a much larger proportion of inexperienced help,

Farm wage rates the remainder of this year are likely to continue at a substantially
higher level than a year earlier, althougn the increases over current averages may
. be not much more than seazsonal; for the year they may average approximately 20
percent higher than in 1941, Because of the substantial increase in rural living
costs since 1941, the wage rate level for 1942 is not likely to represent a sharp
increase in real farm wage rates when measured in terms of goods bought by hired
farm workers, The purchasing power of farm wages may be only 4 or 5 percent higher
than in 1941, Price controls that went into effect last month may prevent a furthe
substantial rise in the rural cost of living,

Farm Work Increasing in New England

The number of workers on farms in New England on June 1 was estimated at 259,000,
an increase of 14,000 laborers over a month ago, Total farm employment,
however, is now behind that of 1941 by 2 percent,

Farm work in New England is increasing seasonally, resulting in a further tightenin
of a farm labor situation alreedy strained by demands of defense plants in this
highly industrial area, Farm operators are meeting this drain on the supply of
workers partly through the increased employment of high school boys, women and olde
men and partly by more efficient use of available machinery and more extensive use
of family labor, Reports indicate that no material reduction in agricultural pro-
duction has as yet taken place, With the establishment of the Volunteer Land
Corps in New Hampshire and Vermont and the ending of the school year in these and
other States, some additional workers recently have become available, Except in
Maine, milk production per cow in herds of crop correspondents on June 1 was the
largest on record, ‘ -

Middle Atlantic Farm Work Ahead of Normal =

~The first peak of spring farm work in the Middle Atlantic States has been passed
with no significant loss in crops or curtailment of acreage because of farm labor
scarcities, In New Jersey the bulk of the strawberry, asparagus and pea crops had
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been harvested by June 1, while in Pennsylvania and New Zork planting and early
truck crop harvest was about completed by that date, The supply of workers in rural
villages has been drained by non~agricultural industries and eelective service reT
quirements, but the close of harvest in many of the Southern States has resu}ted in
a light movement of migrants into the truck crop and fruit sections of the Middle
Atlantic States,

Yeasther conditions have been generally favorable for farming during the past month,
On June 1 the number of persons working on farms in the Middle Atlantic States
totaled 657,000 as compared with 619,700 on Yay 1., Total on June 1 last year was
634,000 and on May 1 it was 615,000, The increase this year was in the family
worker group. The number of hired farm workers on June 1 this year was estimted at
226,000 -~ the came as a year ago.

East North Central Farm Emplovment Ahead of Last Year

An estimated total employment on farms throughout the Fast North Central States of
1,584,000 persons on June 1 was 86,000 larger than on June 1 a year ago, and an
increase of 66,000 workers since May 1 of this year.

Farmers in Ohio and Indiana are working longer hours with women and children help-
ing in the fields, The Iliinois labor situation was about the s ame as a month
earlier and f armers reported satisfactory progress with farm work, In Michigan the
use of older men and high school boys eazed the situation somewhat, Wisconsin farm-
ers have held requirements for hired labor to a minimum by the use of more custom
tractor work and more efficient use of both man and machines,

Farm Boployment Slightly Under Tear Ago
in West Jorth Czntral States

A somewhat late season occasioned by raims and cool weather in most of the West
North Central States during May has somewhat delayed seasonal work and kept

down the number of workers that might otherwise have been employed, Employment on
June 1 in the West North Central States totaled 1,773,000 persons, or $,0C0 fewer
than a year earlier, This decrease was entirely in hired labor since the number

of family workers was a few thousand greater than on June 1 last vear. Cora plant-
ing was 2 to 3 weeks late in Minnesota, Missouri, South Dakota, and Nebraska as a
result of heavy rains during most of May, Planting of other late spring crops

also was delayed, But in Iowa, farm work has made about the normal progress with
corn and soybeans planted, and a considerable part of the corn acreage cultivated,
Cutting of the first crop of alfalfa was nearly completed in southern Nebraska

and was under way in the central and northern parts of the State, In Kansas,

field work was progressing satisfactorily and the first crop of mlfalfa hay was be- -
ing harvested,

Erploymept Continued Higher than last Year
in the South Atlantic States

The number of people employed on farms on June 1 was seasonally larger than
on May 1 in the South Atlantic States and larger than a year ago by a little
Dore than 3 percent, The increase in employment this year over last occurred
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?oth in family and in hired farm workers. Total employment in ‘pis region on Jups
is estimated at 2,430,000, compared with 2,351,000 on June 1 laty yeare Reports
from farmers indicated that farm work generally was progressing gsatisfactorily in
these States, with the supplv of labor on farms epparently sufficient to handle
current operations. The strawberry harvest was completed in Marylend with
apparently no loss of production as a result of labor shortages. Farmers in
Virginia are busy setting tobacco plants, and completing the planting of peamuts,
soybeans, corn, and cotton. Cutting of hay and the harvesting of small grains
has begun in some parts of the State, while on the Eastern Shore potato digging
and harvesting of truck crops 1s underway.

In the Carolinas, farm work was 4in full swing on June 1. Avallable infor-
mation indicates that farmers in these two States are keeping up with thelr work
as well as, if not better than usual. Anticipation of possible labor scarcities
has led farmers in these States to push their work as much as possible to keep
from getting behind. Cultivating and vegetable harvesting has been meinly by
women and children in North and South Carolina. Increased use of machinery, such
grain combines, is also contributing to satisfactory progress of farm worke In
Georgia, farm work is progressing satisfactorily with more women and children
being employed. The school year was completed in May, making avallable many
school children for farm worke The harvesting of grains and cotton chopping are
keeping the farm labor force working long hours and using extensively all availabl
mechanical. equipments

Emplovment in the Bast South Central States Unchanged

A décrease of 10,000 hired workers in the East South Central States on
June 1 this year compared with last was just aboub offset by corresponding
increases in the number of family workers. Total employment on farms in these
States on June 1 of 2,014,000 persons was just 1,000 short of employment on Junel
1941, Favorable weather conditions, however, have enabled farmers in these States
to keep up with their work quite well. In Alabema, most of the cotton chopping
has been completed, and the fields are well cultivated; in Mississippi cotton wvas
being chopped and hoed, and oats harvested: as in the rest of the South much of
the cotton chopping and hoeing work ordinarily is done by women and children.

Vest South OCentral Employment Larger Than a Year Ago

In the West South Central States the number of workers on farms June 1 is
estimated at 2,152,000 workers, or 56,000 more than a year earlier. Largest
increase is in number of hired workers, particularly in Texas where favorable
weather at the end of May made it possible for farmers to do much work which had
been delayed by prolonged rains earlier in the season. Cotton chopping neared
completion in southern Texas and released workers for harvesting vegetables and
wheate The upsurge in farm activity was general throughout the West South Centr
States but only isolated areasencountered serious difficulty in obtaining needed
workersge

Employment Up Over Last Year in Mountein States But Lower in Pacific States

The number of workers on farms June 1 in the Mountain States was aboul
11 percent above May 1 employment and 4 percent larger than on June 1 last year:
The increase over last year was only in family workers, the number of hired worké
being the sames A cold wet spring delayed farming in most of this area dut corn”
ditions improved during late May and by June 1 farm work was in full swings
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It has been particularly difficult to get sugarbeets blocked and thinned properly
gnd this work ie later than usual in most Stiastes, Some lggorers brouzght in to work
on beets have quit to take Jobs in Qar industries, Though progress has been slow
gnd additional workers zoulé be used to advantage, in genersl it 1s believed that
the sugarbeet work will be recomplished fairly saiisfabtorily. Cutting of alfalfa
was underway in_a n;mber of States and in Coloralo formers were plantingicgggéing
beans, sorghﬂms; and po*otoes, "thianing" apples, weéding and hoeing onisns and
oompleting late larmbing and shearing. So far this season farmers in the Mountain
States have accomplished necessary work without undue diffienlty, Their labor
force has been augmented hy some Javanese evacuees and by high school students
and other townspeople as well as by nemters of the farm population who hLave not

aeretofore done much farm work,

An increese in number of ferm workers in the Pacific Coast States is ré~
corded for June 1 compared to a mpnth earlier tut the estimate of 556,000 workers
is 15,000 persons, or 3 percent, below that for June 1, iast year, Weather con-
ditions during the week énding June 1 were not favorabie for maximum employment,bf
labor in Washington and Oregon, In California much farm work is in progress and it
is becoming increasingly difficultrto obtain workers, Volunteer farm workers are
offering partial relief to farmers unsble to obtain labor through the usual
channels, 1In sqme instances, city residents are spending week-ends at farm work.
Volunteer women and high school students have cooperated 'in thinning peaches,
Picking strawberries and cherries in some areas., Chopping cotton and thinning
Sugarbeeté are important Jobs now, and grain harvesting is beginninz in several
‘Sections of the State, An increase in acreage of mény crops, labor scarcity and a
late cfop‘season have made it pérticularly difficult: to get sugarbeets hlocked
&m»thinned with the result that this wo;& is 1a$er than usual,
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Smaller Proportion of Males in the Farm Popuiation
This month's Farm Labor Inquiry requested information as to the number of males

and females living on the reporting farms. The results of this inquiry are shown

in the table on page 14 by States and regions, For the country as a whole the
males constituteﬂ52 percent of the total population living on the reporting farms,
and females 48 percent, This represents a slight downward shift in the proportior
of males in the farm population since the date of the last Census--the week of
March 24-30, 1940, As of the census date, males constituted 53 percent of the

farm population and females 47 percent,

_Although the sex composition of the tqtal farm populétion has not undergone a
material change since the early part of 1940, a radical shift ﬁas apparently taken
place in fhe sex composition of the working force on farms. This was shown by
a previous farm labor survey on April 1 of this vear, The results of this survey
" are also reproduced on the table on page 14, This survey revealed that nearly
14 percent of all workers on the reporting farms were women, This is a much highe
percentage of female workers in agriculture than was shown by the April 1, 1940
. Population Census which reported only 5.8 percent of all agricultural workers

to be women, 1/

1/ In the Farm Labor Report issued on April 16, 1942, it was erroneously stated
that the proportion of women workers in agriculture shown by the 1940 -
Census was 1,5 percent, The correct figure is 5,8 percent
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FARM WAGE RATES, RURAL LIVING COSTS, AND REAL
FARM WAGE RATES, UNITED STATES. 1910-42
INDEX NUMBERS (1910-14=100)

PERCENT _ ~ _
\. Farm wage rates -
220 |
Rural living costs * .
180
140
100
140 i I
100
60 N I T T T T T T T T A T Y A N S
1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1945
* PRIGES PAID BY FARMERS FOR GOMMODITIES USED IN LIVING
AWAGE RATES DIVIDED BY RURAL LIVING GOSTS
DATA FOR 1942 ARE PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 42335 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

FARM WAGE RATES IN 1942 ARE EXPECTED TO AVERAGE 20 PERCENT HIGHER THAN
IN 1941, BUT RURAL LIVING COSTS MAY BE UP 15 PERCENT. THE BUYING POWER OF THIS
YEAR'S FARM WAGE RATES (REAL WAGE RATES) 1S THUS LIKELY TO AVERAGE ONLY ABOUY
4 PERCENY MORE THAN LAST YEAR. REAL FARM WAGE RATES ARE NOW SLIGHTYLY ABOVE THE
PREVIOUS RECORD REACHED 1IN 1929,



Parm wage rates, rural living costs and real farm wagé rates,‘Uhite&TSfaies,
1910 - 1942

- e oo~ _ _ Index mumbers, 1910-1914 = 100_ _ _ _

H Farm wage ¢ Rural living H Peal farm
__ _ _ _Year +_ . retes_ _ _ _:_ _ _costs 1/ _ : _ wame rates 2/ _
1910 : o 98 99
1911 : 98 1060 c8
1912 : 101 101 100
1913 : 103 100 103
1914 : 101 102 99
1915 : 103 107 ' 96
1916 : 113 124 91
1917 : 141 147 96
1918 : 177 177 100
1919 : 207 210 99
1920 : 242 222 ‘ 109
192 : 155 161 95
1922 : 151 156 g7
1923 H 169 160 106
1924 : 173 159 109
1925 : 176 164 107
1926 : 17e 162 110
1927 : 179 159 113
1928 : 179 160 112
1929 H 180 158 114
1930 : 187 148 113
1931 : 130 126 103
1932 : 9A 108 89
1933 H 85 109 78
1934 : 95 122 78
1935 : 103 124 83
1936 : 111 122 9
1937 : 126 128 98
1938 : 125 122 102
1939 : 123 120 102
1240 : 126 121 T 104
1941 : 154 133 116
1942 3/ : 185 153 121

1/ Prices paid bJ farmers for ﬁommodﬁtlﬂs us sed in liv1ng.
g/ Wage rates divided by rural living costs.
3/ Preliminary estimates.
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Parm wage rates and related data, United States, June 1, 1942,
with comparisons

¢ Annual : : : :
¢ average: Avr. 1,: June 1,: Aor. 1,: May 1,: June 1,
e . 119010-14: 1941 @ 1941 _: 1942 : _1842.5__1342._
7ARM WAGE RATE I¥LEXES: :
Unadjusted....................t 100 138 - 177 - 183
Seasonally adjusted...........: 100 141 - 181 - 181
TARYM WAGE RATES: :
Per month, with board......... :$22.09 31.55 - 21.47 - 42.93
Per month, rithout board......: 29.18 40.44 - 50.20 - 5&.20
Per day, with board...........: 1.16 1.41 - 1.83 - 1.89
Per day, without board........: 1.42 1.70 - 2.10 - 2.10
FARM EIPIOYVIZEWT ITDEXES: :
Total - :
Unadjucted................. .0 10D 79 97 70 SC 99
Seasonally adjusted 1/......: 102 85 85 86 28 88
Family labor - :
Unadjusted...oovvennnen.... : 100 83 96 32 92 99
Seasonally adjusted 1/......: 100 86 34 85 38 88
Hired lator - :
Unadjusted..................¢+ 109D 69 99 7C 83 100
Seasonally adjusted 1/...... : 100 88 83 90 88 88
PARM EMPIQYMENT: :
(Thousands of persons) :
T 112,052 2,580 11,685 9,483 10,796 11,917
Family labor................: §,130 7,589 8,829 7,473 8,399 9,037
Hired laBOr.................: 2,392 1,991 2,856 2,010 2,397 2,880
RELATED IWDEXES: :
Prices received by farmers 2/ : 100 1/108 115 148 151 2/151°
Ratio of prices received to :
. farm wage rates....... ... ... 100 1/ 77 - 84 - 83
Industrial wage rates 4/......: --- 248 263  5/302 - -
Industriel employment &/...... ¢ - 1/123 128 7/136 - -
Industriel pay rolls 6/.......: =--- 1/135 152 7/186 - -

e e C e e e e em e e ek e i e e e e e e e

§/ Averaze of 15th of given month and 15th of previous month.

3/ Moy 1942 - latest data available.

4/ Average weekly earnings, New York State Tactories, June 1914 = 100.

§/ March 1942 - latest data available.

§/ Bureau of Labor Statistics indexes for manufacturing industries adjusted to
the 1939 Census of Mamufactures, 1923-25 = 100.

7/ Preliminary.



Farm employment, United States and geographic divisions,
June 1, 1942, with comparisons

v Apr. 1, hay 1, ¢ June 1 B l_r 1,: Hay l, : June 1
"Geographic 1941 ¢ 1941 ¢ 1941 @ 1942 @ 1942 @ 1942
division : : : : :

.

1100007s” 10007 1000%s 1,000's 1.0007s 1,000's

TOTAL TARL EPLCIMENT

—— rem e me e e e e . = e cm et = e = = e e e e e e = e = = = em e e -

United States.......o....... : 9,530 10,683 11,685 9,483 10,796 11,917
New England......ocoonen.. T 223 227 264 229 245 259
Middle Atlantic.......... .: 558 615 634 575 619 657
East North Central........ : 1,376 1,477 1,498 1,382 1,518 1,584
West North Central........ : 1,539 1,697 1,782 1,523 1,656 1,773
South Atlantic............: ¥ 1,791 2,077 2,31 1,805 2,175 2,430
East South Central........: 1,567 1,831 2,015 1,547 1,817 2,014
West South Central........: 1,661 1,819 2,096 1,548 1,811 2,152
MOUNtain. cov e e et 397 423 464 409 433 482
PACITIC. covvreneananenneunt 468 507 581 465 512 566

FAMILY WORKERS 1/

United States......... . : 7,589 8,260 8,829 7,473 8,399 9,037
New Bnglon@.ee.oeeeennoana: 157 154 166 161 167 169
Middle Atlantic........... : 408 23 408 . 414 426 am
East Worth Central........: 1,122 1,171 1,188 1,135 1,222 1,267
West North Central........: 1,292 1,747 1,415 1,280 1,352 1,417
South Atlantic............ : 1,365 1,576 1,794 1,386 1,665 1,848
East South Central........: 1,337 1,572 1,674 1,322 1,561 1,683
West South Central........: 1,315 1,439 1,578 1,189 1,401 1,582
MOUNAIN e v v v e eeeeneanennn 1 295 284 300 292 303 318
PACLfiCereereennnennena.t 298 704 206 294 202 222

—— e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mme e ek —m e e e bmm mee e e = e e s e e o T

United States....e.vvvenra..t 1,991 2,423 2,856 2,010 2,397 2,880
New England..ecovevnenenan? 66 3 98 68 78 90
Middle Atlantic........... ¢ 150 202 226 161 193 226
East Worth Central........ : 254 306 310 247 296 317
West North Central........ r 247 750 367 243 214 356 -
South Atlantic........... .t 426 501 557 419 510 582
East South Central........: 230 259 741 225 256 331
West South Central........ T 346 380 518 359 410 570
Mountain..veeeeeeensenennat 102 139 164 117 130 164
PaCifiC et er e : 170 203 275 171 210 244

J-=

l/ Including farm operators.

Baged on reports from 73,981 farmers.
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Apr, ‘1 _ May 1. June_1_tApr._1__May 1 _June 1l

R - —— o—" — —— e e — ——

1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's —1,000'8 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's

: 51 57 67 41 46 47 10 11 20

T 24 26 26 18 19 19 6 7 7

t 40 41 42 29 29 29 11 12 13

: 59 64 67 38 38 39 21 26 28

: 6 6 6 4 4 4 2 2 2
_ 4 _49_ __ 51 ___B)Y__.® ___31___3.___1318 _ _ 20 ___20__

t 253 270 290 180 185 188 73 85 102

t 60 64 82 34 34 26 26 30 46
__ 1262 _ _ 285 _ _285_ _200 _ _ _207 _ =207 _ _62 _ __78___78_ _

t 322 353 357 269 286 290 53 67 67

t 236 275 295 200 230 245 26 45 . 50

¢ 306 211 329 229 241 250 67 70 79

T 230 259 278 199 216 228 31 43 50
Se_ _ 1 288 _ _ 320 _ _325 _ _228 __ 249 _ 284 _ _60__ _ .71 __ 71 _ _

t 280 302 209 230 244 249 50 58 60

T 306 335 359 246 260 280 60 75 79

T 343 375 394 292 311 320 51 64 74

¢ 115 133 153 96 98 105 19 35 48

t 105 112 120 89 ‘90 95 16 22 25

t 164 182 192 144 155 160 20 27 32
_ 4200 _ _227___>246 _ _183 _ _ 194 _ 208 _ _ 27 _ _ 33 _ _ _38._

! 14 17 19 10 12 12 4 5 7

: 7 77 86 45 49 51 26 28 35

t 255 279 308 199 216 240 56 63 68

t 130 133 140 118 119 123 12 14 17

{487 617 680 405 527 530 82 90 90

: 291 345 430 220 255 300 71 90 130

! 410 550 610 208 400 445 102 150 165
Na,_ _ & _147__ _ 157 _ _ 157 _ _ 8y _ _ _87_ _ _87 _ _66____70___70 _

! 311 329 352 267 282 301 44 47 51

T 329 2353 290 274 293 320 55 60 70

T 429 557 585 353 467 485 76 90 100
_ i 478 _ _ 578 _ _ 687 _ _428 _ _ B9 _ 57?7  _ _50__ _ .59 __110 _ _

t 335 407 525 278 350 410 57 57 115

! 246 300 335 184 230 240 62 70 95

: 258 277 297 215 234 252 43 43 45
L.709_ _ _82? _ _995 _ _5812 _ _ _587_ _ _680_ _ _197__ _ 240 _ _ 315 _ _

T 74 79 79 55 56 56 19 23 23

T 67 73 86 51 55 61 16 18 25

t 26 30 35 18 19 20 8 11 15

: 85 90 112 63 X 69 22 22 43

T - 69 71 74 48 50 51 21 21 23

{40 46 44 20 21 22 20 25 22

v 38 34 42 32 20 34 6 4 8

L0 __ 10 __ 10 ___5_ __ 8% __. 5. __ 5 __._-.32___5_4

¢ 107 115 134 84 86 89 23 29 45

t 83 87 96 67 71 73 16 16 23

{275 310 336 143 145 160 132 135 176

“—‘_~.——_——-———‘_——-——‘—--——‘———‘_--———-—“‘_
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Farm wags rates, by States and §asgiaphi’c divisions,

April 1, 1942 and June 1, 1942
. Per Momnth- : Per Day ‘ )
:~ “With Board ~ _: Without Board_ _ : _ With Board _ _ s “Without Board” "
Apr. 1, dune 1, Apr. 1,%une 1,7 ¢ Apr. 1, ¥ June 1, ¢ Apr. 1, i June 1]
__________ s 1942 3 1942 : 1942 : 1942 & 1942 1942 i 1942 _: 1942

:Dollars Yollars Dollsrs Uollars ToTlars = Yollars Dollars Dollars

. T .
Maine ' 4775 56,00, 790.25 70.25 2.85 2.90 3.35 3.40
New Hampshire P 47,50 47.50.:" 76.00 © 76.00 2.60 2.80 3.40 3.40
Vermont © 1 48.75  48.75" 70.50 71.00 2.30 2.50 3.35 ©3.35
Massachusetts + 53.50 83.50 89.25 90.00 2.60 2.60 3.65 3.85
Rhode Island : 54,00 55.00  88.75 90.00 2.80 2.90 3.70 3.80
Connecticut _ _ _ _ : 56.00_ _ 56.00 _ 89.75 _ 89.75_ _ _2.80_ _ _2.80_ _ _ 3.9 __ _3.90
N. Eng . 52.08  52.32  82.19 81.75 2.67 2.75 3.60 3.58
Wew Yoxrk — ~ — T48.%5 T 4900~ 70.25 T W1.00  C 2.B0 T T 2.0 © T3.357 T T3S0
New Jersey : 50.26  50.50  76.25 77.25 2.60 2.60 3.45 3.50
Pennsylvania _ _ 3 37.00 _ 40.00 _ _60.00_ _ 65.00_ _ _2.26__ _2.80_ _ _ _2.°0 _ 3.20
M. Atl. . 44.56  46.25  67.27 70.16 2.42 2.57 3.19 3.39
Ohio ~ ~ ~ T 7 38,00 ~ 30,00 ~ Te3.%5 ~ "58.00 2.25  2.35  ~ "2.80 = 280"
Indisna : 40.75  40.75  53.50 55.00 2.10 2.10 2.65 2.80
Illinois : 48.25  49.50  60.00 65.00 2.45 2.45 3.00 3.00
Michigan { 42.75  45.00  62.00 65.00 2.40 2.70 3.05 2.70
Wisconsin _ _ _ _ _ 1 49.25 _ 49.25 _ 68.00 _ _68.00_ _ _2.30_ _ _2.30__ _ _3.00__ _2.30_
E. N. Cent . 44.52  45.30  59.84 62.67 2.32 2.38 2.91 2.72
Minnesota = ~ =~ 145.35 T 83,00 63.00 ~ 6:.06 2.25 ~ ~ 2.80 ~ ~ TZ3.056  "3.08°
owa. : 53,75  56.75  65.00 67.00 2.50 2.75 3.25 3.25
Missouri : 33.50  36.00  43.75 44.00 1.55 1.60 2.00 2.00
North Dakota : 48.50  50.00 .65.50 65.50 2.15 2.25 2.85 3.00
South Dakota : 47.50 48,50  63.25 63.25 2.15 2.25 2.90 2.9
Nebraska : 44.25  46.75  57.50 60.75 2.25 2.30 2.80 2.80
Kepses_ _ _ _ _ _ _ :_38.00_ _ 42.50 _ _53.75 __ _59.75_ _ _2.10__ _2.10__ _ _ 2.75 _ _ _2.85_
W. N. Cent . 45,16  47.91  58.24 59.67 2.14 2.26 2.81 2.84
DeTaware 4090 T 30.00 T Ts7.%5 T Tev.vs T 288 T 2.8 T 2750 T T2
Maryland : 36.75  36.75  54.00 5+.00 1.95 1.95 2.£0 2.50
Virginia : 29.50  30.00  42.00 48.00 1.50 1.50 1.95 1.95
West Virginia : 29.00  30.00  43.00 44.00 1.40 1.45 1.85 1.90
North Carolina : 25.00  26.00  41.00 41.00 1.30 1.20 1.60 1.60
South Carolina : 18.75  18.75  25.50 25.50 .85 .90 1.10 1.10
Georgia : 18.25  18.25  25.75 26.25 .95 1.00 1.20 1.25
Florida _ _ _ _ _ _ : 26.00 _ 26.50 _ _39.50_ _ _65.00_ _ _1.30 _ _1.30__ _ _ 1.76 _ _ _1.75_
S. Atl . 23.96  23.69  35.54 36.96 1.22 1.20 1.56 1.62
Kentucky 9w 3E T 28,00 38.00  T40.00 ~ ~ 1.25 T T 1.30 T T 160 1.65
Tennessee 1 23.50 .23.50  32.50 34.50 1.10 1.10 1.40 1.40
Alatema t 21.00 21.00  29.25  30.00 1.00 1.00 1.20 1.30
Mississippi _ _ _ _ : 19.60 _ 19.50 _ _26.75_ _ _30.00 _ __.95 _ _ 1.0 _ _ _1.25__ _1.15.
E. S. Cent. . 22.48  22.14  31.25 32.51 1.06 1.08 1.37 1.32
Erkensas % SI100° T 34750 T 33500 T T4d.Bo0 T T 125 © T T1.25 T T T1.55 0 L85
Louisiana : 21.50 22.50  29.50 31.00 1.05 1.10 1.30 1.35
Oklahoma : 30.50  35.00  42.75 ED.00 1.55 1.75 1.95 2.25
Texas _ _ _ _ _ _ . 32.50 _ 3£.60 _ _43.00 _ 45.75 _ _1.55 _ _1.60_ _ _ _1.85__ 1.85_
W, S. Cent . 29.12 30.58  39.13 43.39 1.42 1.46 172 1M
Montans — ~ ~ T59.35° T B8.00 ~ 80.00  €9.00 ~ ~ 2.80 =~ 3.15 3.60 3.75
Idaho : 59.50  62.50  80.00 84.00 2.80 3.05 3.50 3.80
Wyoning t 55.00 66.50  74.75 86.00 2.50 2.50 3.20 3.20
Colorado : 44.50 50.55  65.25 69.25 2.20 2.20 2.90 2.90
New Mexico : 39.00  42.00  56.75 59.00 1.95 1.95 2.35 2.10
Arizona . 1 54,50 B6.00  75.75 77.00 2.25 2.35 2.70 2.80
Utah : 64.00 70.00  83.75 88.00 2.75 2.75 3.15 3.08
Yevada _ _ _ _ _ _ : 56.00 _ 65.00 _ _83.75 _ 65.00_ _ _2.25 _ _2.50 _ _ _3.00__ _3.00._
Mount . : 51.60 _ 57.03 _ _73.07 _ _76.66 _ _2.39 _ _2.53 _ _ 3.04 _ _3.06.
Washington ©80.50 ~ 60.50  89.25 89.25 3.10 3.10 3.90 3-93
Oregon : 61.00 61.00  85.50 86.50 2.95 2.95 3.65 3'Zo
California _ _ _ _ : 68.25__ 71.00 _ _97.00 _ 107.00 _ _3.00_ _ _3.20_ _ _ _. 3.90 _ _ &
Pacific | 66.56 68.12  94.88  102.06 3,01 3.30 ' 3.88. 4.2
U. s ‘41,47 43.93  50.9 53.20,  1.83 189 200 _ 20
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Persons employed in the United States, May 1942,
with comparisons

- e e . — — ———— - = — —

: Mar. ¢ Apr. : May ¢ Mar. : Apr. @ May
N S 1941 : 1941  : 1941 _: 1942 : 1942 _: 1942 _
T 17000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's
rarm employment 1/..........: 9,178 10,132 11,184 9,110 10,140 11,366
Family workers............: 7,310 7,925 8,544 7,206 7,936 e,718
dired workers.............: 1,868 2,207 2,640 1,904 2,204 2,638
Tonagricultural employ- : )
MRt 2/ e e . 37,761 38,228 3/38,902 340,392, 4/40.773 -

L/ Aversse of estimates of farm employment as of the first of the given and the
follewing month.

2/ Estimates of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dent. of Labor. ZExcludes.
nersons employed on W.P.A. or N.Y.A. projects, enrollees in €c.C.C. Camps,
and military and naval forces.

3/ Revised.

4/ Preliminary.

Anmual average wage rates, United States and
geographic divisions, 1941

Geographic _ Per Month ., ~Fer Day
divisicn : With : Without : With : Tithout
e e i _ _ 3 _Board _ _ : _ Board _ : _ Board _ :_ _Board _
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
United States...............t 34.85 43.64 1.69 1.93
New England......cooveoe.at 42,19 68.74 2.23 3.14
Middle Atlantic...........: 37.26 55.60 2.19 2.84
East North Central........: 36.99 50.33 2.06 2.62
Wost North Central........ t 34.70 46.36 1.96 2.53
South Atlantic............: 20.49 29.68 1.08 1.41
East South Central....... . 19.09 26.59 .94 1.21
West South Central........ . 23.93 33.13 1.24 1.55
Mountain. oo vveeennniaeaat 43.71 60.79 2.12 2.73
Pacific. cviiiiennnnnennn . 54.94 78.97 2.62 3.35

et e e e e e e e e e e e a2 e e e e v e e e e e e e e e e e e am e
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Percentage distribution, by sex, l/ of farm population
June 1, 1942 and of farm employwent April 1, 1942

State s Eaim-PopElation : Farm Workers
Total Male . Female ' Total : Male : Female
D 7 Pct. T T T TPet. T T T T T PE~ 777 Px.” T T T 7 “PotT T
laine : 100 53 47 100 86 14
H. H : 100 53 47 100 88 12
Vt : 100 54 46 100 89 11
lass 100 55 45 100 88 12
., I 100 57 43 100 92 8
Sonn. i _1l00 _ 54 46 _ _ _ _ _ _ 100 _ 85 15
N Eng, ~ — & T 7 W00 — — "~ T M _ T T 6"~~~ 100~~~ " @87 T T T T T7™ 13- 77
.Y, : 1C0 " 46 B Yoo JR R -1 13-~
N, J : 100 55 45 100 87 13
Pa. 100 _ 54 46 _ __ __100_ _ _ _ _ 85 _15
O R 600 _ 54 _ 46 _ _ 100 _ ___ 86_ _ _ ___ """
Ohio 100 53 47 100 T B4 16T T
Ind 100 53 47 100 86 14
111 : 100 54 46 100 92 8
Mich 100 55 45 100 85 15
is. 1w 55 45 _ ____100_ ___ 8% 17 _
E, N.Cent. "~ _ _ 100 S+ _ .46 __ __100__ ___8_______ 14"
flinn 160 313 44 109 84 16 o
Iawa 100 53 47 100 92 8
Mo : 100 49 51 100 85 12
N. Dak 100 56 44 100 80 20
S. Dak 100 54 46 100 83 17
Nebr 100 53 47 100 86 14
Kans.  _ _: _ 100 53 47 100 __ __ _8 15 _ .
W.N. Cent, —:— _ _ 166 _ 53 _ _ 47 _ ____ 100 _ _ ___86__ _____ 14
Del 100 54 46 100 87 13
M4 100 52 48 100 85 15
Va. 100 50 50 100 91 9
. Vg 100 52 48 100 89 11
N, C 100 49 51 100 80 20
S.C : 100 49 51 100 80 20
Ga. : 100 50 50 100 81 19
Fla. _ __ _+ _ _ 100 _ _ _ _ 83 _ _ 47 _ _____ X0 __ ___"_ _ _ _ __ _ 24 _ _ _
S.A%L. T T T T T wo_ — ___° 50 _ _ _ S0 _ "~~~ _""10__.~"""®8 """~ 18~ "~
v 100 52 48 100 89 11
Tenn 100 50 50 100 90 10
Ala 100 50 50 100 83 17
Miss %10 49 5 00 _ _ . __8_ 17 _ __
E. S.Cent. ¢ 100 _ _—__ T 50 _ 1 50 "3l _ "~ ~""8 " -—~— 14"
Irk.” T T T T 100~ 51 49 100 85 15
La : 100 50 50 100 86 14
Okla 100 52 48 100 87 13
Tex w8l 49 0 _____8 _ _____ 15
W.”S. Tent. :~ _ 100 - 4~ T T"T100_ "~ "8 T 15— __
Mont~. — ~ ~ T T 7 100~ 59 47 100 88 12
Idaho 1CO 57 43 100 88 12
Wyo' : 100 59 41 100 90 10
Colo. : 100 54 46 100 93 7
N. Mex. : 100 53 47 100 90 10
Ariz. : 100 55 45 100 92 8
Utsh : 100 54 46 100 89 11
Nev i 100 64 % __ 0 _ _ _ __9 _ ____7__.-
Mount.” ~ ~ 100~ TBs6_ T 44 " T 7100_ """ - -~ 10 _ _-
Wash. — ~ ~ ¢ 100 T 55 45 100 80 20
Oreg. : 100 54 46 100 80 20
Calif : 100 B9 41 100 _ _ %3 7 __-
Pagific _ _ _: _ 100 _ _ _ _ _ 57 _ _ _ _ 43 _ . 100 _ _ ___88 _ _ _ ___ 12 _ .-
U. S : 100 52 48 100 86 14
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~ Piece rates paid by farmers for selected jobs for

specified States, June 1, 1942

State Range 1/ Average

3;;3 ©  State Range 1/ - . Average
Cents Cents i Dollars Uollars
PICKING STRAWEERRIES, PER QUART b PLOWING, PER ACHE
Yew Jersey..... v 3.1 - 4. 3 3.7 $‘ Ohio........... s+ 2.00 - 3.00 2.50
Pernsylvania...: 2.0 - 3.0 2.5 i Illinois....... v 1.26 - 1.40 1.30
feuril 1 38 1350 8 4 Noren Daksta.ll 138 140 175
SSOUX'Y..ecnews . - . . e css s . - . .
gnsas ......... i 2.8 - 3.1 3.0 #  South Dakota...: 1.00 - 1.25 1.20
Yorth Carolina.: 1.5 - 2.0 1.9 “  Nebraska....... ¢ 1.00 - 1.40 1.20
Florida........ ¢ 3.0 - 4.0 3.8 4 Kansas......... t 1.00 - 1.25 1.25
Kentucky ...... i 2.0 - 3.0 2.8 i South Carolima.: 1.00 - 1.25 1.25
Tennessee...... ¢ 2.7 - 3.2 3.0 { Alabama........ ¢ 1.00 - 1.25 1.15
Arkansas....... ¢ 2.0 - 3.0 3.0 L Idaho.......... ¢ 2.80 - 5.00 3.00 .
Louisiana...... i 3.2 - 4.0 3.4 . Colorado....... ¢ 2.25 - 4.850 3.20
TeXAS .+ eoverest 3.5 - 4.0 3.7 i tah........... : 2.00 - 3.00 2.30
Chopon et 5.0 - 30 58 i DISKING, PER ACKE
» Illinois....... : .50 - .60 .55 .
PICKING BEANS, PER BUSHEL “ Towa..... ..... i .50 - .60 .60
Pennsylvania...: 20 - 20 25 + Kansas......... ¢t .50 - .60 .55
Yorth Carolina.: 20 25 24 . Arkansas....... i .50 - .80 .55
South Carolina.: 15 - -20 15 ' Califormia..... i 1.25 - 3.00 1.80
Florida........ i 30 - 40 35
fississippi....: 20 - 30 22 ] LISTING, PER ACRE
Louisiana...... i 20 - 25 25 T’,« I‘Kzzansas ......... : 50 - .75 .ES
13 ebraska....... : .50 - .60 .55
. PICKING PEAS, PER HAMPER f, Coloredo....... i .50 - .60 .52
lorida....... ¢ 15 - 25 20 4
+ HARVESTING GRAIN, PER ACRE
PICKING SPINACH, PER BUSHEL ¢ South Carolina.: 1,88 - 2.B50 2.25
Ponnsylvania...: 20 - 30 25 ’ CUTTING ASPARAGUS. PER LES
L': » 100 q'
: PICKING CANTALOUPS, FER CRATE v _New Jersey..... i 1.60 - 1.96 1.78
rizopa. . ...... v 17 - 18 17 B
* N WEEDING CNIONS, PER ACRE
THINNING PEACHES, PER TREE ;" ldaho. . ..... .. i 4.7 - 5.25 5.C0
laliformia.... * 38 - 40 39 ,:': Colorado....... :+ 5.75 - 6.25 6.00
‘a
CUTTING POTATOES, FER BU. - CHOFPING COTTON, PER ACEE
T T 10 - 15 12 "4 Blabama........ ¢ 1.00 - 1.0 1.00
Yorth Dakota. . 5 - 7 6 & ToXas.......... P76 - 1.31 1.03
Maho.. ... .. o6 - g g ' Arizona..... .3 1.25 - 2.00 1.50
TeEON. .. uta. : 8 = 5 -
iy BLOCKING AND THINNING BEETS, PER ACRE
. PLANTING CORN, PER ACRE “ Ohio......... ..% 11.00 - 13.50 12.82
Minois.......: 50 - 60 50 i Minnesota......: 10.48 - 11.46 11.00
lowa........... ¢ 50 - 60 50 Y Nobraska....... i 9.50 - 10.850 10.00
fnsas........ .t 50 - 60 50 'y Ideho.......... ¢ 9.24 - 11.75 10.50
Y Wyoming........ i 9.20 - 15.50 12.35
i SHEEP.SIEARIZO NG, EER HEAD 5 R S:;lc;rado.......z 888 - :]I..(]?gg 8578
e —— - M Chteeeeaaan : . - . .
:iiourk; ...... : :{,g - gg fg 2. Oregon......... : 10.00 - 11.00 10.12
aska,. cu.. .. 3 - 0
Sas......... i 15 - 18 18 vy CUTTING WOOD, PER CORD
Iefmessee +vei 20 - 28 25 .. Minnesota......? 1.75 - 1.90 1.7
Lras. ..., ..+ 15 - 18 17 i North Carolina.: 1.25 - 2.00 1.75
Bolorado. ...... ¢ 18 - 22 20 4 ldaho..........: 1.50 - 1.75 1.50
teh. oL, 18 - 22 19 * Oregon.........: 1.50 - 3.50 2.25
Uregon.. .. ... .. : 12 - 18 15 g :

Yy Range includes at least two-thirds of all rates reported.
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