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FARM EMPLOYMENT SHOWS |INCREASE
BuT LEsSs THAN USUAL FOR APRIL

The number of persons workingz on farms increased a little less than
Lnal from April 1 to May 1, the U.S.Department of Agriculture reported today.
89 percent of the 1910-14 average, the Department's May 1 index of farm
hployment was up 8 voints from a month earlier, or 1 point less than the usual
pasonal rice,

Weather conditions retarded farm activity in some areas. Dry soil
owed up preparations for plantinz and actual planting of corn and others
bring-planted crops from Ohio south to Georgia, while heavy precipitation
topped field work in many sectiéns of the Test South Central States. Cur-
ilment in the supply éf workers may also have been a factor in reducing the
umbef of persons actually employed on farms in some areas, but few data are
veilable to indicete thet there has been much, if any, reduction in farm oper-
tions to date on this account. Revorts from crop~corresnondents suggest that
lgher wage rates are encouraging increased purchases of farm machinery and
erhaps a limited shift to crops with lower labor requirements.

Reports received by the Agricultural Marketing Service from about
2,500 crop correspondents indicate that approximately 10,789,000 -persons

ere working on farms throughout the country as-of the first of this month.
his was an increase of better than a million workers over April 1, but about
80,000 short of the number employed a year ago., Increases in farm employment
€re general during April, but only in the Rocky Mountain States did these up-

irns 1ift the level of farm employment above May 1, 1940.




Farm employment, May 1, 1941, with comparisons

FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEX®S (1910-14 = 100)

Mar.l, ' Apr.l, ' May 1, ' Mar.l, f Apr.1, Va
. 1940 ' 1240 ©o1e40 0 1041 ©o1041 1
All ferm workers- :
Unadjusted..................: 75 21 91 74 el
Adjusted for seesonality....: g5 34 85 84 L4
Family lator- :
Unadjusted..................; 72 84 22 72 e3
Adjusted for sezconality....: 88 g6 86 : 87 €5
Hired labor- :
Unadjusted..................¢ 64 73 87 £4 74
Adjusted for seasonality....: 20 78 el 80 72
Persons employed in the nited States, April 1241, with compari-ons
f Feb. f Mar. f Apr. f Fab. f Mar. f Py
. 1940 ° 1240 1940 1941 ° 1941 ° 14
T T T T T T T T T 1.000's 1.000's 1,0007s 1,000's ~ 1.000's L.
Farm employment 1/............: 8,927 2,435 10,270 8,875 9,341 10,23
Family workers..............: 7,150 7,457 8,048 7,050 7,348 W%
Hired workers...............: 1,768 1,978 2,222 1,825 1,903 2t
Nonagricultural employmen 2/3/y 34,656 34,852 4,882 76,928 37,218 -
Total employment 3/........:.. ¢ 473,583 44,207 45,252 45,803 45,529 -

1/Averege of estimates of farm emplovment as of the first of the given and the
folTowing month.

g/Estimates of the Bureau of Labor Statistics,1.S. Dept. of Labor. Excludes
persons employed on W,P.A. or N.Y.A., projects, enrollees in C.C.C. Camps, and
military and naval forces,

3/Revised.




Farm employment, United States and geographic divisions,
May 1, 1941, with comparisons

TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT

Geographic f Mar.1, i Apr.1, f Mayv 1, f Mar.l, Apr.1, i May 1,
division © 140 ° 1940 ° 1940  1%°41 1241 1241

: 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,900's

Inited States..........: 9,073 9,797 10,941 8,958 2,714 10,752
New England......... .2 2332 242 253 242 245 248
Middle Atlantic......: 556 582 622 546 578 e02
Bast North Central...: 1,350 1,418 1,514 1,339 1,417 1,48°
TMest North Central...: 1,482 1,590 1,713 1,4°0 1,586 1,701
South Atlantic.......: 1,717 1,875 2,157 1,675 1,804 2,091
Fast South Central...: 1,422 1,575 1,871 1,375 1,521 1,815
“est South Central...: 1,474 1,599 1,848 1,460 1,640 1,813
Mountain.............: 379 412 427 382 429 463
Preaficeeeeeii i : 460 503 536 259 494 531

FAMILY WORKZRS 1/

United States.......... + 7,230 7,684 8,411 7,111 7,585 8,332
New England....... ool 164 168 164 165 165 166
Middle Atlentic......: 404 414 420 400 408 411
Bast North Central...: 1,105 1,136 1,167 1,104 1,128 1,169
West North Central...: 1,234 1,286 1,337 1,224 1,276 1,330
South Atlantic.......: 1,209 1,430 1,620 1,291 1,377 - 1,582
East South Central...: 1,248 1,378 1,620 1,186 1,321 1,387
West South Central...: 1,187 1,285 1,469 1,163 1,209 1,479
Mountain............. v - 278 286 285 277 300 300
Pacific.ieeeeii, : 301 301 309 201 201 208

HIRED WORKERS

United Statess......... : 1,843 2,113 2,520 1,857 2,129 2,427
New England..........: 69 74 gc 77 &0 e
Middle Atlantic......: 152 169 202 146 170 197
East North Central...: 245 282 x47 278 289 320
Meat North Central...: 248 204 276 266 310 271
South Atlantic...... o 408 445 527 384 427 509
Bast South Central...: 174 197 241 189 200 228
Test South Central...: 287 314 279 297 B3] 374
Mountain......vvovia 101 126 142 105 129 167
PacifiCiieeeeeenennnn ' 159 202 227 15 192 223

Based on reports from 22,515 farmers.

-3 -



Farm Labor Supply: April 1, 1941 in relation to April 1, 1940
by crop-reporting districts

State '— - — — — — — — — . . - 2PPPZTEPOTILINS ALISVIICLS o L o

Pl Ot1-N'1-S! 2 i-A 3 ! 4 14-A! 5 IB-A! 6 i6-4} 7 P 8 ! 9 19-A 10: tate
Me. ¢ 73 = = 7B = 73— -~ o o - oo .- -
NH, o - - = - - - - - - - N
vt ¢ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8
Mass., ¢ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 72
E.I. : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8
Conn, : =-_-_-_-_-_ - - - _~_ _-~. _z-.-_Z2_zZ._.Z_=-—_=__"%
N.Y. : - - - 74 - 73 7 - 70 - 79 - BR 75 76 B84 -- -
N.J ¢ - - - 70 - - - - 73 - - - - 78 - - -
Pa. 162 _-_=-_79 _-_79_868__-_ 75 -_ 72 _=_70_79 7 _ - _=-__-.
Ohio : 77 - - 66 - 70 75 - 80 - 73 - 72 85 82 - - -
Ind 471 - - 75 - 79 80 - 75 - 73 - g7 81 71 - - -
I11. : 75 - - - - 74 85 88 84 - 85 B4 97 -.87 - ' - -
Mich, : 73 = - 7 - 77 77 - 66 - 61 - 7% 65 68 - - -
Wis. _: 86 _=-_- 89 _-_8l 8 - 8 - 75_=- 82 8l 72 _=_=-__-:.
Minn. : 9 - - 91 - &4 87 - 8 - 85 - 82 87 75 - - -
Iowa :8 -~ - 8 - 89 87 - 8 - 84 - 83 g8 8% - - -
Mo 18 - - 8 - 80 8 - 78 - 82 - 77 77 €9 - - -

Nebr ¢ 83 - - 85 - 87 - - &6 - 79 - 89 83 78 - - -
Kans, _:. 84 _ - _-_79 _ - _79.79_ _-_84 _-_ 78 _-_7680.,81_ ~-_=-__:.
Del. N - - 5 - - - - 79 - - - - 74 - - - -
Md. + 84 - - 75 - - - - - - - - - 77 79 - - -
Va. HEE - - 76 - - 70 - 78 - 72 - 73 81 72 - - -
7.Va. : 88 - - 87 - 82 86 - 21 - 20 - - 85 - - - -
N.C s 77 - - 80 - 76 21 - 70 - 70 - - 79 84 - - -
S.C ¢ 85 - - 924 - 90 @0 - 96 - - - - 95 - - - -
Ga ¢ 80 - - 85 - 84 &5 - 8E - 8€ - 93 87 86 - - -
Fla._ 87 _=-_=_=_=_70_ - _~_8_ - _=_=-_=_198_ =-—_=_=zZ__=-
Ky. ¢ 92 - - 05 - 89 78 - 88 - 87 - - - - - - -
Tenn. 85 - - 87 - 84 85 - 86 -~ 83 - - - - - -

Ark.

La. 86 - - 92 - 84 80 - g1 - 1 - 94 96 56 - - -
Okla 87 - - 82 - P8 84 - 86 - f#9 - 801 85 81 - - -
Tex._ _:_ - _79 85 _82 _ - _g0_ 87 _-_8&° _-_ _88 _-_87 90 _°% - 9% __:--
Mont 1 84 -~ - 8 - 91 - - 81 - - - 89 8480 - - -

Wyo. : 83 - - 84 -~ 82 97 - 85 - - - = = = o = -
Colo. 85 - - 85 = - - - - - 8 - 80 8 87 - - -
N.Mex. : 84 - - - 8l - - - - - - e -8 - - -
Ariz., : - - - 8 - - - - 8 - - - 8 - 84 - =~ -
Utsh : 8 - - - - - - - 8 =- 92 - 78 - - = = -
Nev._ _:8 _ = _-_=-_-_86_ ~ - -~ -~ _=_=_=.U®8_~-_=-—_=__-=-
Wash, : 74 - - 76 - 70 - - 79 - - - - - 80 - - -
Oreg. : 76 - -~ 80 - 82 - ~ - = - - 73 7% - - = -~
Celif. 181 =~ - 79 - 69 79 - 85 85 84 - -~ B4 - - _=__Z-
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Middle Atlantic States: Annual averaze wage rates, by classes,

1210-41
+ Per month : Per month : Per day : Per day
Year : with ¢+ without with : without
o _____21 _board _: _board _: Dboard _ : _ board _
+ Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
1910, ..eeviene.ot 21,19 32.27 1.17 1.57
1911, ... iie e ¢ 21,74 33.12 1.20 1.58
1912, .0 vinnnn ¢ 22.24 33.31 1.2¢4 1.63
1913, eiieenn, ¢ 23,11 34,54 1.30 1.71
1914, ..ot vnn e ¢ 22.96 33,81 1.28 1.66
1215..........00 23,30 34,29 1.28 1.68
1916............ 26.94 39.05 1.53 1.96
1217 iy 32,77 46 .64 1.89 2.42
1918.... .o v v + 37.92 55.52 2.28 3,02
1919, ... ey 41,45 61.90 £.52 3.31
1920, ... oiv vt + 51.60 74,74 2.25 4.06
1921............¢ 37.80 56,324 2.25 2.91
1922, iy 37,34 53,29 2.70 2.97
1223, ...........t 43,56 62.76 2.67 Z.48
1924, ... 0ove...y 44,28 64.22 2.71 Z.53
1925, e v 44,91 65.12 2.72 3.54
1926, ... iven..ot 46,21 66.58 2.77 3.56
1227 ..y 45,86 67.19 2.79 3.58
1028, ... v ey 44,54 65.72 2.71 3.48
122C............1 45,72 67.11 c.74 2.52
1930, .ot ooy 42,77 h3.53 2.54 3.29
1931, .. ... 34,10 52.85 2.02 2.71
1922, ...........t 2C0.58 41.78 1.48 2.06
1933, it 21,07 35.00 1.24 1.74
1934, .0t 22,49 36.95 1.37 1.90
1935, ce st 23.58 38.36 1.41 1.96
1936, . veee...at 25.99 41.5% 1.32 2.10
1037 iinneeer 2971 46,63 1.79 2.739
1938 ... iene...t 29.18 45,82 1.74 2.34%
1929, . 0vuenen...t 28.70] 45,20 1.70 2.29
1940 . e nevenat S0.00/ 46 .61 1.77 2.37
1940, Jm.....ns 1 27.46 43,56 1.61 2.21
Apr.o.ooa.. : 29.05 46 .22 1.68 2.29
July......: 30.73 47,13 1.79 2.38
Oct.eveeoo.t 30,92 47,35 1.86 2.45
1941, Jan.......: 29.74 45,70 1.78 2.41
AL eeenss v 33,7 52,731 1.28 2.53
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0f the totnl mumber of persons emploved onforms oy 1, epproximately
2,427,000 were hired workers, This estimate was up nearly 300,000 over April
1, but a little more than 100,000 down from o year earlier. This wes the first
month since Jami~ry, however, thrt the number of hired workers failed to equal
the nunber e yecar eorlier.

. Compared with May 1, 1940, the decrense in the number of hired hande
more than offset minor increases in frmily workers in New Engilcnd, Ecst North
and West South Central, and Mountain States. Despite these increrses, the
national totrl or family workers stnyed well below the level of a year azo.
This wns the sixth consecutive month when the number of fomily laborers was
smaller than A year earlier. The number of family workers employed on May 1
(including farm operators) was estimated at 8,332,000, This was approximately
750,000 workers up from & month earlier, but 79,000 fewer than on May 1 last
year. Apparently, the curtailment in the labor supply has not made it neces-
sary to withdraw an umisusl number of children from school to assist with
spring planting operntions.

For the country as & whole, it is difficult to detect any curtailment
in agricultural production resulting from the reduction in the farm labor sup-
ply. The Mrrch prospective planting report showcd only mixed changes in the
intended total crop ncreszge. The cows continued to give more milk and the
hens continued to lay more eggs on May 1 than on the s-me date at any time

’previous.in the Nation's hisctory. In the past, formerc hove found it pos-
sible, 1n the foce of reductions in the supply of form labor and increasing
wage rates, to cut production costs Ly working longer hours and by calling
upon additional members of their frmilice to help with work thot had previous-
ly been done with hired help.

Totrl Tmplovment Up in March

Data now avoilable for March indicoate thrt the totnl employment of
workers in all indvstries in the Tnited States continued to increasc, .The
rise from Februsry to March amounted to about 750,000 employees, to which
sgriculture contributed over 450,000 and other industries nearly 300,000
persons. Total employment on farms and in nonagricultural industries wnas

-8 ~



indicated to be 46,552,000 people, compared with 42,803,000 in February and
44,267,000 in March 1240. These estimates exclude personnel on Work Projects
Administration and National Youth Administration projects, enrollees in Civilian
Conservetion Corps camps, and the militerv and naval forces. Though employment
on farms in larch was down somewhat from a yvear esrlier, this decline did not
pezin to equal the sharp increase in persons working in other industries.

Farm Lavor Supply Sharply Lower

Addition=l detail is presented this month -regarding the sharp reduction
in the mimber of persons 1n rural areas that were available April 1 for work on
fzrms. (see chart, p.5.) The shift in rursl labor supplies io urban employment
1s reflected in bold relief by geogrsphic areas. Compared with a year ago, the
ferm labor éupply on April 1 wss down in about every section of the country.
Declines amounted to 30 percent or more in southeastern Michigan and along the
Loke Shorc eastward to Buffalo. Another sharp decline occurred in the Philadel-
phia-¥1lmington area. The declines were 10 percent or less in western Alabama,
Mississippi, snd” ~long the Gulf Coast westward to Srownsville. The drop in the
ferm labor supply also was small in South Crrolina, south Florida, and a few
other areas scattered throughout the central portion of the country. The aver-
cge reduction on April 1 compared with a ye-r earlier, as reported by crop cor-
respondents, amounted to 18 percent for the Nation as a whole.

Data regrrding the supply of f-rm l-bor were not reported by crop cor-
respondents on Moy 1. Except for the effect of the coal strike in farming
nrens adjacent to mine fields, the comparisons with a ye~r nago probabdbly dif-
fercd little from those on April 1. Gener=1l comments on the labor situntion
snbmitted this month bv crop corr-~spondents on returned questionnaires indicated
that despite the reduction in versons avoilable for hire, ideal werther per-
mittcd New England formers to proceed with their earlv soring werk with & mini-
mum amount of help. Moy 1 reports from New York Stante stated thot some farms
vere bein: abandoned i1n o few aress where oper~tors hnd been nable to find more
renumer~tive emplovment clsewhere. With supplv down r~nd wage rotes up, Jersey
csperagus growers were finding it more difficult to obtrin labor to handle thedr
crop properly. Scattered reports from Pennsylvenis farrers indic~te that they
are working lonzer hours this spring. In the North Atlantic States as a whole,
howvever, reports on curront farm output indic~ted thet milk production agrin
renched a nsv seasonanl high on Mry 1.

. Correcpondents in the Eost North Central States indicate thet further
Increases in mechanization cre cnabling farmers to solve the problem of obtrin-
Ing enouzh help to hondle their spring planting oper~tions. In Chio, dry soil
1s the chief cause of the delay in field work, Some Illinois Aasperagus canners
pocored to have been having some difficulty in obtaining help ~t prevailing
“age rates, but growers have been able to get their "grrss" to the plant by-
employirg hirh school boys before and after school. Despite the sharp cut in
the Micbig:n form labor supply, farmers generally are not behind in their farm
¥ork and migrant workers from the South olre~dy are apperring in the fruit area.
In the beet nrea, dry soil has slowed prepar~tions and planting of sugar beets.



In the West North Central States, as in the South, the decline in the
labor supply has not seriously inconvenienced farmers in their spring planting
operations. Spring work has been delayed in many parts of Kansas, but reports
indicate thet the delay has been due to wet weather rather than to any acute
shortage in the labor supply.

Farmers in Meryland and Delaware are facing keen competition for workers
in aress adjacent to cantonments and defense industries., Despite a sharp cut in
the lobor supply, the incrense in broiler production on the Eastern Shore appears
to have continued with no difficulty experienced in holding labor for this and
other profitable farm enterprises. In Virginia, farmers seemed to have been
little pressed to dote in obtoining sufficient help to plant corn, cotton, pennuts
and soyberns. Orchardists in the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia have not
shown much concern over the reduction in the labor supply. As the strawberry
harvest started in North Carolina, the supply of pickers avpenred ample. In
Georgia, it was possible to obtein extra workers to assist in thinning the loarge
peach crop anticipated this venr. ZLabor was available in Floride during the week
ended May 2 to roll much l-rger shipments of citrus than occurred a year ago.

In the Scnford celery arer, correspondents reported the supply of labor as ade-
quate,

In the East South Centrrl States, fovorable weather enabledfarmers to
make rapid progress with their spring work »nd little difficulty was exverienced
in obteining an adequate supply of fnorm help. Ample labor appenred to be avail-
able in Mississippi to harvest esrly veget-ble crops. From Louisiana cnme scrt-
tered reports of a shortrge of strowberry pickers, but shipments during the week
ended Moy & were more thon twice as lorge as on the s~me date last year., The
demand for labor has been depressed somewhat in Oklahorm~ and Texns by continuous
roiny weather 2nd the resultant delav in spring work.

Reports from the Rocky Mountain States indicnte that the reduction in
the labor supply has not interfered to ~ny apprecinble extent with the planting
of spring grains and sheep shearing. Enough lrsbor was obtained to complete the
asparagus harvest in southeastern Wnshington despite the drift of many workers
from agricultural communities to shipyords s»nd aircraft foctories in the western
part of the State. In Crlifornia, the reduction in the frrm labor supply neiher
hindered the plenting of sugar beets, rice, sorghums, ond beans, nor prevented
o substantial incresse over a yerr ngo in shivments from the large lemon crov.
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