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Farm employment, at 11,203, OOO during tiae week of Avrust 23-29, wes
about a half million more than & monfh earlier. The increese was entirely
in the number of familv 'ror' ers since toe number of hired worliers was 2
1ittle less than iast month. The mmber of fail ly worlers wes un a little
more than ﬁsu:]. In comparicen rith 2 year aco, total ewnlovment was down
1 Oe}cent with fémer fanily vorkers emrloved at fera vor': end o feﬁ more
hired worlers,

Weather ras favorcble for farm wor!: in most parts of the country during
the survey weeli. Th:re as little or no rain excert for a belt alorng the
Gulf Coast from Texas to Flofida, a section of norihern itinnesota, ceantrel
frizona and southeartern Utah and the c-astal arcas of "’ashington end Oregon.
Tempergtures vere ebove norm: 1 in most of the country east of the Continantal
Livide and bolow normel west of this dividing lire,

Farm wor': generelly consisted of comleting tﬁe uruel sunmer joSs and
starting those usual to the fall season. “ma’'l 'rain harvest was aﬁsut fin-
ished excent in areas alon: the Canadian Border. Hey meking wac ctill spread
over most of the country with 1ate‘hay croos and second or third cuttines be=-
ing harvested. Cctton piclking was starting in the northern part of the Cotton

Belt and wes in full swing in much of the remainder of the area. In & few of



the areas in the “outh, cotton piciring was about over., Corn harvest had been
started in some soutnern areas but was gener:lly weiting for comnletion of

. cotton pickine, Preparetions for seedinc fall crains were fairly general but
Ary solls in ruch of the ares rerc deleyin~ vorl:. “ome wheat was being planted
in the Hish Plnins of Texes and in western "ebrasks and Fansas. Other jobs
which trere of major ‘rivortence in loecel 2reas included harvest of various fruit
and veretobls crons,

Farm orevators an’ their hire? workors were working about the same number
of hours ner dey this vear as they wers a veer ago. Farm operators averaged
10.92 hours worl" per dzy Tor the country as a vhole vhile the workday for hired
workers averaged 9.3 oure. Jours of srorl: por day varind from region to rezion.
Hours of ‘ror' were czrarel)y loest in thie “outh and hichest in the northern
doiry sections. Farm overstors worlel 12.2 hours ner day in Wisconsin and their
hired tort:ers 10.5 hours ihmile in the South rftlentic States farm opcretors aver-
aged 10.l hours worl. ~er day end hired farm morkers 9.1 hours per day.

fuch of the hall million increasc in the number of neople working on famms
in the eniire courtry in late Aucust took nl-ce in tie Zest Scuth Central States
In this region, I anlovwment increased 37 pevcent or ncarly a half million
from July to Sumst, a 1little aore than vsval, Increased employment in cotton
oicling and somewhet esrlisr cubttines of tobacco in lentucky and Tennessee iere
responsible for the chance. On a percertace basis, the number of family torkers
and the mimber of ired wocirers each increaced about the same. The increase in
the number of hired workers wae about the same as usuel but the increase in the
number of family workers 1as greater than usual. The larger than seasonal in-

crease in family uor'ters is probably due to the early stert of tobacco harvest

in Fentucky and Tennessee which is largely a family jobe

-2 -



There vere also increaser in the nuribers of persons working on farms
in the West Sovth Central, iiiddle Atlantic, Scuth Atlentac, and Pacific
States. Thes» increases, however, were much cmaller than those in the Test
South Central States. The larsest increase of these was in the Vest South
Central States. It 2mountec to 9 percnnt or a littie over 100,000 persons.
"'ith the excention of the increace “n the Sounth Atlentic St te= tiie in-
creases vere about usuel or 2 little more. In the South Atlnnclc States
there ere usu2lly fewer nersons worring on farms during late Aupust then in

uly. This year there wvere a few more. This change from the urual pattern
is probably bscause of shifts in the soasonal pattern of farm work due to
weather conditions.

There ere ferrer persons at 1ork in the Vewu Erngzland, Eest and "'est
North Central regions. The decrezses amounted to a little over 100,700 in
each of the Vorth Central Regions. ™eclines 'rere about thc same as usual.
Tn the llountain States, total emplovment was about the sere &s a month ago
in contrast to a usual small increase.

The chenge in the uumber of family worlers from July. to August followed
about the same paticrn se the changes in total emplojment. The increase in
the South Atlantic States, in addition to that in the East South Csntral States
was large. There is usually a fairly large increase in the South. Atlantic
States at this season bt it was larger then ususl this year. The decline in
the New Ingland States mwas greater than that in all workers and the increase
in the lliddle Atlantic States on a percentasge basis was less. In the Mountain
States there were = few more fauily workers than a month ago which is the aver-
age change. In the Pacific States, the increase in total employment was ac-
counted for by hired workers since the number of family workers, as usual,
remained about the seme.

The number of hired wurlers d*opped sligttly Trom July to fugust as
usuals Decreases in the TSect end Vest North Central, South Atlantic and the
llountain States morc than equalled increases in other regions. The decreases
were greatest in the North Central and South tlantic States. Lxcept for the
Mountain States, decreaces were about the same size as in recent years. In
the Mountain States, howcver, there is usually an increase in the number of
hired uvorkers from July to August. Tncrezses in hired emplovment vere slight-
ly ereater than the average of recent years in the iiddle Atlantic States and
less in the Facific States.

There were slightly fewer pesrsons employed on farms curing the survey
week in August this year than a year azo for the couniry as a whole and for
most regions. In only the New FEngland and "fest South Central were there more.
This u»s 2lso true for family workers. There were a fey more hired workars
emploved than a yesr earlier for the country as a whole. There were increases
in the New anlana, Tast North Centrel, 'lest North Central, fast South Central
and Yest South Central States. The increases am~unted to 5 percent or more in
all except the North Central Regions but were not large in actuel numbers.
Decreeses from lsst year were also small.



UNITED STATES DEPARIMENT OF AGRICULTURR
Bureau of Agricultural Economics

DEFINITIONS aND EXPLa L TTONS

Farm emplovment estim=tes of the cJureau of Agricultural Hconom:cs
coyer persons doing farm work on all farms, Mailed questionnaires are
re.eived every month from 15,000 to 20,000 farmcrs who report the number
of porsons working on their farms, Interview surveys of farmers are used
less frequently to provide bench rark data on employment. The survey week
for the mailed questionnaire each month is the last conmplete calendar weck
in the month c¢xcept when. that week includes the last day of the montng in
that case, the survey week is the next to the last full calendar wceeke

Zmployment concepts

A1l farm op rators are counted as employed if they spend one hour
or more during the survey weelk at farm work, chores, or in the transace
tion of farm businescs Members of the opcerator'!s family or houschold
doine unpiic farm work or chores, are counted iy thcy put in 15 hours or
more durin, the survey vecek, Operators plus wnpaid members of their famia-
lies or housecnolds who meet thesc¢ criterin of employment are callea farily
workers, All persont doing one or morc hours of farm work or chores for
pay during the survey wcek are counted as hired vorkers, Momb.rs of the
oneratorts familv doing farm work for cash wares are counted as hired
workers~ Croppers are concidered family workers when working on thelr ovn
crops, but hired workers when doing farm work for pay off their own tracts,
If a person is employed boti as a family worker and a Lired worker during
the week on the same farm, hc is counted as a nhired workers

Comparability 1ith otnor data

The data on farm e¢mployment published by the Bureaun of Agricultural
Economice differ from those on agriculbural amployment published by the
Bureau of the Census in the Monthly Report On The Labor Force, Tle Bureau
of agricultural Economics collzcts information from the cmployer (the
farmer) who reports the number of persons working on his farm during the
week regardless of the other jobs held by those workers. The Census data,
on the other hand, are obtained through interviews with approximately
25,000 farm and nonfarm houscholds with the housewife or some other mem-
ber of the household reporting on the labor force status of the household
memberse They relate only to persons 1l years of age and over, who are in
the civilian population and not in institutionse

The difference between the Bureau of Apricultural Economics and
the Census data is attributable mainly to the different treatment of three
groups of workerse Children under 1l years of age who meet the criteria
of employment are included in the Bureau of Agricultural Economics esti-
mates, but not in the Census Bureau'se It is estimated that this number

.
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may rcach a sumner peak as high as two mililion. Persons working on more
than one farm during the survey week are counted only once by the Census
Burcau, but they are counted by the Bureau of Agricultural Kconomics on
each farm where they work and meet the minimum hour requircments. This
group is also more numerous during the harvest season when the demand for
farm labor is greatest. The additional count of workers attributable to
this duplication is estimatcd at a minimum of a gquarter of a million and
may be considerably larger, The third group is composed of persons who
work .in both agricultural and nonagricultural employment, but work longer
at the nonagricultural employment; they are classified by Census as working
on nonagricultural employmenty, but by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics
as working on a farme This last group may range from one~half million to a
million in different seasons of thc years o

Other groups counted by the Burcau of hgricultural Economics but not
by the Census Bureau are imported foreign workers and some migratory workers
not living in private houseiholds, On the other hand, the Ccnsus Burcau ine
cludes in its estimates of agricultural employment centain classes of workers
which the Burcau of Agricultural Zccromics_does not includes Persons with
"nonfarm" occupations who are working on farms,.such as bookkeep¢rs and typ=-
ists, some persons in certain agricultural processing activities, and farm
operators with no other job who did no farm work are considered as employed
in agriculture by the Census Bureau; but are not included by the Bureau of
Agricultural Economics in its estimates of agriculiural employments

Because the volume of agricultural employment is arfected by changes
both in season and in weather, the difference in the week of the month fer
which the data are collccted may also make scme differences, The Bureau of
Agricultural Economics data relatc to the lact full calendar wcek ending at
lcast. one day before the end of tnc month vhile the Census Burcau informa-
tion relates to the weck containing the 8th of the monthe

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics estimates farm employment from
current reports made by a selected group of farmers .adjusted to enumcrative
survey bench mark data, The Bureau of the Census bascs its figurcs on a
sample of dwelling units. Accordingly, the figurcs in both cases are sub-
jeet to a sampling variation and may dirfer from the results of a complete
CENSUSe

Wage rates
D ——

Wage rates are rcported quarterly by the same sample of farm
opcrators that reports employment, The farmer is askud to report average
wage rates being paid "at this time" in his locality. The "at this tame"
on the avcrage probably represents the second or third day before the ead
of the month. '



UHT TG -STATES TEDPARTHINIT OF AGHLICULIU: S
Buresu of Agricultural Lconomics

Farm employment: Persons employed during reek of Auguct 23-29 1953, United
.. States, with comparisons

fugust ¢ Angust §  July
average : 24-30, : 19-25,
9 $

1948-52 1/: 1952 : 1953

Iagust
23~29,
1953

FARM HPLOYIENT (Thousands of persons):
TOLEL eveassesasescccascosssensnnse ¢ 12,147 11,428 10,772 11,2283
Family 1abor seeesessescccscscesses 3 8,676 8,289 7,560  #,098
Hired 1abor ceeesesscoasasasvennece & 3,471 3,139 3,212 3,185

FARM IMPLOYMEIT INDTXTS (Adjusted for :

seasonal variation, 1910-1k = 100) :

Total C 00060002 PQOCRLEIRLIOEILEOON ® Q9 FOoO00 8!‘; 80 79 . 79
Family labor €00 0r 000000000 crccssne 8’01 8“ 81 82
Hired labor 1Y .'. SO 0COOPOEOEOLOIOIOLOLOIEOIEOEPIPOOOS : 79 71 7h ' 72

1/ Tmplcyment durin tie lest full colender wea ending at least one day
pefore the end of the month.

Farnm wage rates: .lage rator, indeves &nd related dataz, July 1,
1953, with comparisons 1/

fpril 1, ¢ July 1, T
1952 ¢ 1952 ¢

. Se

April 1, : July 1,
1973 : 1953

Fim UAGE RATES
Per montn with board and room «...
Per month with hoNfe seeeecoscsena

e s e

“11L.00 £121,00  %117,00 . %124.00
132.00 155,00 1. 00 161.00

s

Per week with boord 2nd rooi eeeee ¢ 28,70 30,00 29.00 31.50
Per week without board or room e.. ¢  3L.75 ° L0.00 36.25 39.50
Per day tith bozrd 60d TOOM eesede ¢ L.or 5.80 1470 £.80
Per day with NOUSE sesososcncsnses ¢ .00 he15 11,00 4,05
Per day without board or room eee. ¢ £.00 5.20 5.00 5.30
Per hour with hOUSE esessovcscvees ¢ W61 .80 63 A1
Per hour without board or room «.e @ .83 87 .85 . 89
Compasite rate per hour 2/ ceecees @ 571 66l 581 675
FARM UAGE RATE INDEXES (1970-1l=100) :
., bdjusted for seasonal varietion .. ¢ 510 506 508 51h
RETATED IMNEXES (1910-1) = 100} :
Prices received by frrmers 3/ ceee 3 239 29); 262 259
Ratio of prices received to farm ’
WAELE TOLES eceesetgoensvsnscoconce ¢ 57 58 52 50

1/ Wage rates on the everzne reler to a dale two or three days beiore the
T first of the month.

2/ Weighted averave of #11 rates on @ »or hour basis.

3/ Averace of the 15th of the piven and the 15th of the previous month.
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UNITED STATES DREFART.iWI'T CF AGRICULTIRE
Bureau of Agricultural Ticonomics

Farm employment: Persons employed during week of Augnst 23-29, 1953, United
States and geograenhic divisions, with comperisons

Tt hugust ¢ July ¢ Augest @ July : August
Geographic division : average : 20-26, : 2i=-30, : 19-25, ¢ 23-29,
) :19h8-52 1/: 19852 : 1952 i+ 1953 : 1953

: ThousanAds Thousandb 'housands Thouvsards Thougggds
- TCTAL FAWY, HPLCTuENT
12,1h7 10,955 11,428 10,772 11,233

United States

New England : 2€1 267 256 277 265
iiddle Atlentic : 772 708 748 €37 739
East North Central : 1,681 1,695 1,581 1,673 1,555
West North Centrel s+ 2,091 . 2,043 1,899 2,006 1,891
Soutn Atlantic : 2,632 2,h€1 _,,19 2,388 2,136
East South Centrsl : 21,904 1,?37 1,905 1,364 1,862
Vest South Central : 1,553 1,320 1,358 1,278 1,394
ijountain ot 508 4h8 Lol L58 LAS
Pacific : 705 636 671 631 653
: FALIITY VIORKERS 2/

United States s 8,676 7,678 8,29 ~ 7,540 8,098
New England : 171 187 165 190 167
Middle Atlantic : 516 LE6 507 L37 506
East North Central : 1,334 1,323 1,275 1,327 1,249
West North Central : 1,55 1,597 1,543 1,570 1,527
South Atlantic s 1,904 1,450 1,870 1,557 1,797
Fact “outh Central :  1,u4L7 Rlite) 1,423 999 1,357
West South Central : 1,004 84, 917 2ol 928
Mountain : 305 281 266 281 288
Pacific : 301 286 292 285 235

: HILFD WORIERS 3/

United States 3,471 3,277 3,139 3,212 3,185
New England : 90 80 90 .87 98
Middle Atlantic @ 256 202 2l1 200 233
Ezst North Central : 3u7 362 306 345 316
West North Central : L37 Llé 356 L35 35L
South Atlantic : 68¢ 823 6L9 821 6L5
East South Central : L7 351 Le2 345 505
West South Ceniral : 549 L56 LWLl L2y L66
Mountain : 203 107 195 187 180
Pacific : Lok 350 379 3L6 378

1/ Persons employed during the last ful! celerdar weex ending at. least one dey
before the encd of the mmonth.

2/ Includes farm operators doing one ur more Lours of farm work and mombers of
their families working 15 hours or more durinc the aurvej week witlhiont cash
wages.

2/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm worlt during the survey
week for peye.
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UNITED STATES LEPARTMNFNT OF AGRICULIURL
Bureau of Agriculturzl Teonomics

Farm emnloyment: Averaze number of personc employed per month, January througn
August 1953, United States and geographic divisions, with comparisons 1/

Geographic division : 1948-52 1950 1951 1952 1953

a0 e oo
«e we o
s ao o
e o9 oo

Thousands Thousands Thouqands Thousands Thousands
TOTAL FARM FMPLOYISENT

48 +0 *s a8 oo o6 oo les e oo

United States 10,318 10,311 9,97 0,706 9,645
New England 230 278 226 - 2217 228
Iiddle Atlantic €17 621 606 02 599
Last llorth Centrel 1,°h5 1,537 1,705 1,483 1,463
“lest North Central 1,801 1,798 1,726 1,600 1,681
South Atlentic : 2,169 2,168 2,091 2,031 1,983
Fast Jovth Central : 1,566 1,575 1,507 1,455 1,470
West South Central : 1,459 1,455 1,409 1,336 1,327
llountain : 390 391 379 - 373 372
Pacific : ch 538 523 $19 517

: FAFILY YOR%ERS 2/

United States : 8,021 8,023 7,751 7,549 7,L57
New England H 167 166 162 162 142
Middle Atlantic : L51 Léo 152 L1 1153
Fast North Central : 1,302 1,294 1,267 1,28 1,212
West North Centrel : 1,537 1,530 1,483 1,LL6 1,L4h6
South Atlantic : 1,631 1,637 1,556 1,520 1,457
East South Central : 1,249 1,259 1,20l 1,151 1,132
West fouth Central : 1,111 1,115 1,083 1,026 1,020
Mountain : 270 270 261 258 7 257
Pacific : 293 292 283 220 ‘ 278

: HIRED VIOKKFRS 3/

United States ¢ 2,297 2,288 2,223 2,157 2,188
Mew Englend : 63 62 6ly 65 66
Middle £tlantic : 156 161 15, 151 146
Bast North Central : 243 2I3 238 228 226
Tiest North Centresl : 26l 268 2h3 23 235
South Atlentic : 538 531 535 511 514
East South Central : 317 316 305 3oL - 338
West South Centrszl 348 340 326 310 307
Mountain : 120 121 118 115 115
Pecific : 242 2U6 2Lo 239 . 239

0

1/ Persons employedl during the last full celendor ucck endvnr at ]eaﬁt one_ oy

T before the end of the month.

2/ Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of farm vork end members of

T  their families working 15 hours or more during the survey week wmthout cash
WopPes.

3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of famm work during the survey

~ week for pay. :
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UNITLD STATES DEPAKTVENT OF AGRICUL.URE
Bureau of Agricultural Economics

Farm emp)oyment: Lenpth of farm workday for operators and hired worlers, September 1, 1651,

1952, and 1953

Stete end s " Tperotors . __ i Hired Workers
geographic ¢+ Seot. 1, : Sert. 1, s Sert. 1, ¢ Geot. 1, 3 Sept. 1, i Sept. 1,
division s 1951 s 1952 s 1053 s 1951 ;1352 s 1953 o
:  Hours Lours Hours Hours Hours Hours
Maine s 11.5 11.4 11.1 8.7 8.9 9.4
New Hampshire : 11.5 11.1 10.6 9.5 9.9 9.5
Vermont : 12.5 12.0 117 10.3 10.3 10.5
Massachusetts : 11.3 10.7 1.4 9.4 9,2 9,4
Ehode Island s 11,4 11.0 11.0 9.? 90 9.5
Copnecticut _ _ _ i+ _ 106 _ _ _10.6 _ _ _11.1____100___100 ___95___
Tew England _ _ _ _+ _ 11.5 __ " 311 1.2 __ __S5 _ ___ 2,5 .87 _ __
~ TWew York : 11.5 11-4 11.2 10.1 °.7 9.8
liew Jersey : 11.3 11.1 11.1 °,6 9.7 9.1
_ Pemusylvania _ _: _ 13.8 _ _ 115 _ _ L6 ____924_ _ _ 95 ___95__ _
Viddle Avlantic T 116 . T Tia "I AT T""T"97___ 986 ___96__ _
TThio T T T T 7T 09T 10.9 11.0 2.0 8-8 8.5
Indiana ¢ 10.8 10,7 10.4 9.4 8.3 9.0
Illinois ! 10.8 10.7 1C.4 a,7 9.6 9.4
Michigan : 11.7 11.6 1.3 9.2 Q.4 a,3
Wiscomsin _ _ __ 3 _ 127 __ _ 123 _ _ 122 ___ 1086 105 - 105 _ _
Bast Vorth Cemtral_: _ ALT " __"I1.2 _ _11.0____96___ 95 ___93___
Minnesota : 11.7 11.7 11.7 1C.6 10.2 1C.0
Iowva : 11.4 11.1 11.1 Q2.9 9.5 9.5
ldissouri : 11.4 10. @ 0.7 0.3 8.9 9.1
ilorth Dakota : 12.4 12.5 i2.€ 10.9 11.2 11,2
Soyth Dakota : 11.9 11.4 11.8 10.2 9.8 10,2
llebraska : 1.8 11.3 .2 .10.0 9.5 9.7
Yensas_ _ _ __ _:_ 1.4 __ _1r4 _ i1l _TTgidv o oA v 84
West NorBh Cenbral Ty C ALE T I_ 11 2210 00T IIe7 ZICenlC
Delaware - : 170~ 7106 710,35 6,6 T 9.2 9.1
Maryland : 11.4 10.9 10.8 8.5 9.5 9.2
Virgiuia : 11.2 10.8 10.5 9.1 8.9 8.9
West ‘Virginia ..: . 10,7.. . 1068 10.5 8.5 8.2 8.2
Nortn Carolina : 10.5 10.5° 10.3 8.9 8.9 9.3
South Carol ina : 10.6 10-5 10,7 2.0 9-2 9.2
Gecrgia § 10.5 10.3 10.3 96 9.2 9.3
Floridd - : ~+*2. -9.6 . _. 96 _.__97_ _ __¢eb5___ 80 _ __88__ _
South AtlemtIc” — — 3 106 " I06 " I0AT " "SI ___ 8.9 ___9.J___
Kentucky $ 10.8 10.5 10.8 9.2 9.2 9.1
ennessee : 10,9 10.8 10,9 9.2 9.2 9.4
Tabaia, ’ : 10.4 10,3 10.4 Q.0 9.2 9.2
_ Mississippi ____: _ 10,2 __ _10.2 _ _ _. 103 _ ___ 91 ___.93 ___92___
Eest South CentrAl "y “ 10,6 TZT104 106 -7 81°_7T9.2 22 "
Arkansas H 10.3 10«2 1002 902 ‘9:3 9-4
I,ﬁtizisllana. : 10.0 9.9 10.1 9e2 8.8 8.9
Oklahoma ~ *’° *¢'--10.4 - . 10.0 10,5, 9.5 9.0 8.9
Texas _ _ _ _ _ _:_ 103 __ _ 1007 _ o5 ekl ' 9.6 _ 9.3 __
West_South Cenbral_: ~ 110.3 Z " " 301 _ _ 10.4d T __"9%2_ __ 93 ___8.2___
dtontena | ., . : 11.7 11l.5 11.7 10.0 10.1 0.2
I'd-aho N N H :.18 1}..4 11)5 934 935 904.‘
Wyoming H 11.8 11.1 11.2 9.4 a.5 9.6
Colorade : 11.5 11.4 11.3 Q6 Q,9 3.0
New Mexico : 11.1 11.2 11.2 Q.6 9.3 9.7
Arizons, s 10.1 10.3 10.1 8.0 9.4 9.2
Utah : 11.0 11.2 10.8 8.0 8.4 8.1
Nevede_ _ _ _ __:__1%.0___1.2 ___108____82_ ___84 ___84___
Fountain” — " " T3y ALA__TN3_ T "AT2”T"T"T9.3 9.5 9.3
Washington - 10.9 10,5 10.6 8.6 T T o3 T TTG9ET T
Oregon s 11.0 11.0 10.5 9.0 9.0 S.0
Californjs _ _ _ ¢ 10,2 ___10.1 _ 100 ____&11___ .91 __°%°1
Pagific ~ T+ _106___I0.4 03 ST el "8I "
:
UNITED STATES s 11.0 10.8 10.8 9.3 9.3 9.3
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