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Record Low Farm Work Force

The Nation's total farm labor force for the week of January 19-25 is estimated
at 3,420,000 persons. This was 2 percent below the January survey week a year
ago and the smallest total for a survey week in any month of record. The
2,801,000 farm operators and other unpaid femily members was also 2 percent
below a year ago. Hired workers are estimated at 619,000 persons, 3 percent
less than the same period a year earlier,

Farm workers averaged 33.5 hours during the January survey week compared with
32.8 hours a month earlier. Farm operators averaged 34%.3 hours while other
unpaid family members worked 28.8 hours. Hired workers averaged 35.3 hours
during the survey week,

{continued on Page 4)
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Farm Employment and indexes, January 1969, with comparisons, United States

Annual | Annual January | Jenuary | January
average average 22-28, 21-27, 19-25,
1967 1968 1967 1968 1969
FARM EMPL.OYMENT 1/ '
(Thousands)
TOtBL cevvevecnsransensss] 4,903 L, Tho 3,682 3,493 3,420
Family 1ADOT +evsvssscsss 3,650 3,550 2,990 2,852 2,801
Hired 18bOr secevevscvacs 1,253 1,199 692 641 619
INDEXES 2/
(1910-1%=100)
TOLBL cevvenvronncesronns 36 35 - 38 36 35
Family 18DOr ceeeeeesasse 36 35 37 36 35
Hired 1abOr secececeesess 37 35 yo 39 37
(1957-59=100)
POtAL evvervcvsscccnasaas 66 63 69 66 65
Family 1ADOr «eesvvecsess 66 64 69 66 6l
Hired 18DOr ceeeeeccecnss 6l 61 72 6T 65

;/ Employment during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before
the end of the month. g/ Monthly indexes are adjusted for seasonal veriation.
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Werkers en Farms, January 1969 1/
State 1567 January 1908 Jaouary 3969
and Week of 21~27 Woek of 19=25
division EXTed 0 3 [ 3 Fam 3 re
- e SUIANGS = = =
Maine 4 17 13 4 16 12 4
N. He 2 6 4 2 6 4 2
V4. 3 15 12 3 14 11 3
Mass. 5 15 11 4 14 10 4
R. I. 1 2 1l 1 2 1 1
Conn, 2 9 7 2 9 7 2
N. Eng. 17 L .. b T ) ! 45" 15
r*'i“. . 19 :k] (573 17 80 (X! 16
Ne Jo & 14 9 5 14 9 5
Eg. 12 98 86 12 93 82 11

Atle - 155 151 ) 157 155 32
ThTe 7 1Z5 118 7 .0 | TI4 7
Ind. 4 111 106 5 109 165 4
I11. 15 129 132 17 124 109 15
Mich. 12 116 101 15 111 o7 14
Wig. . 10 170 158 12 175 165 10
¥, N Conte W 551 555~

nn, € 152 143 9  Ix5 139 [
Towan 13 159 146 13 153 143 10
Me, 14 139 127 12 143 134 9
Ns Dak. 4 38 34 4 35 32 3
S« Dak. g 3 50 47 3 49 46 3
Nebr, 530 7 85 80 5 86 81 -]
Kans, 8§ 6 87 a2 5, 83 76 4

. 3 -3 1 . 3 ) . 3 T
Ma, 26 20 6 23 18 5 22 18 4
Ta. 91 76 15 87 73 14 g 68 13
We Vae ) | 27 4 29 26 3 28 25 3
N. Ce 178 155 23 162 144 18 150 136 14
Ss Ca 63 50 13 54 a4 10 51 43 8
Ga. 78 65 13 76 62 14 76 64 12
Fla, 143 38 105 126 29 97 130 28 102

- - EIZ X34 3@9 1_62 v 365 15,

. 145 i 134 116 18 139 b i) 14
Tenn, 120 15 115 103 12 104 95 9
Ala. 66 15 80 48 1z 57 47 10
Miss. 88 3 15 88 73 15 84 71 13
Xe 5. Lent, 423 3 57 KoL T35 36
irk, — 83 5 Tz [.5:] ] B0 14 14
La, 62 2 10 55 45 9 52 41 11
Okla. 111 6 107 102 5 109 102 7
Texas 221 9 52 201 152 39 217 163 54
We 3, Cent, 77 . 52 2858 372 86

ent, 25 kLY 3 ] 23 5 —oG 23 3
Idako 30 26 4 31 26 ] 27 25 2
Wyo, 11 9 2 10 8 2 9 7 2
Cola. 35 26 9 37 25 12 30 25 5
N. Mex. 18 12 .} 18 12 6 18 13 5
Ariz. 3B 7 3 35 ] 3¢ .| s 32
Utah 14 12 2 14 12 2 14 12 2
Nev, 3 2 ) § 3 2 1 3 2 1l
Mount. 177 B 5 T77 114 53 165 113 -4
Vash, ] 3 1T 53 30 13 - L.~ NN U+ I
Oreg. 48 40 8. 48 4 7 41 35 5
Calif. 200 74 126 200 80 120 196 7 125
Fas, 3 35 JOL 161 T30 289 a9 140
U. 3. 3L 2990 42

1/ Parsons employed during the last

of the month.
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Tarn Work: Weekly Hours Worked Per Worker

State
and
division
Maine 49-7 33-9 45.1 35.9 42,0
N.H, 57.4 34,2 5245 39.6 47.3
Vie 57.8 33.4 49,4 45,9 48,1
mﬂl. 54.5 32;3 47.1 33.5 44.0
R.I. 36,2 50,0 40,0 45,2 4].1
GConn, 5346 38,6 49,0 3%, 1 45,1
oInde 53.4 34,0 Y 3949 45.0
¥. 2 % SR T 1.5 75,0
g3 Bt @z w7
he » 40,6 - -
o Alle » of Ale J0.Y 41.2
& 34. (] ﬂ.- [ ] [
Ind. 30,2 29,1 3040 25.0 29.3
I1l. 30.0 31.1 30.2 32,2 30.4
Mich, 39,5 29.9 37.1 AN.2 36.C
Wis. 51,6 29.1 42,4 3645 41,6
Eolﬂ.clnt- 37:0 -ZQLg 3::5 32.6 _jZO7
- 4l.l Z9ed I7e3 IZY .
Iowsa 4] .4 28.5 38,1 30.7 37.1
Mo, 32,5 27,3 3.6 29,1 31,2
N.Dak, 29.0 32.2 29.8 33.6 30.1
SOM. 4001 29.1 37.2 35.6 37.0
Nﬂbl‘. 37.31 30.2 39.7 . 26.1 34,6
Kans, 34,4 30,3 33.6 30,7 33,3
W.N.Tent, 7,2 0.1 35.1 30,7 3.7
. 32, o T2 I 31.2
Md. 38.8 31.2 3647 36,0 36.5
Vae 33.7 29-3 32.8 32.5 32.7
WoVa. 3z2.5 24, 30.4 26,7 29,9
N.Ce. 26,0 27.4 26.2 22,0 23.2
s.co 29.4 2900 29.3 25.6 2708
g;; 31.6 %’g 30-g 30,8 30.3
L] 1.9 - 33. 44. 40.
“S.ATYL, 300 28,8 20,7 35‘.% 315
!y. 2-9_.6 m 25.9 - -
T.nno 24.5 29.5 2543 23.5 25.2
Ala. 27,7 27.6 27.7 27.1 27,3
Mias. 28.2 2042 2645 25.3 26,0
. S.Cont, 272 26.3 27s1 — 2044 270
. 271 2% o8 275 “30.0 8ol
La. 24,9 27.5 25.4 29.6 26,9
Okla. 32,8 27.3 31.6 29.6 3.3
Texas 38,2 29 .4 36.5 39.2 37.5
nogomnt- 3’.! ZE.B o3 33?7 33.2
ont, 4.5 20e3 3345 0.0 D
Idahe 36,1 23,7 32.7 37.3 33.1
Wyo, 38,7 29.6 36,5 4] .4 38.1
Cole, 34.4 20.2 33.3 38,5 34,1
Nglhx. 37.3 30.4 35.5 41.5 37.4
Axriz, 40,8 34,7 39.6 45,8 43,0
Utah 29,7 23.8 28,0 27.7 28,0
Nev 41.0 %75% 3742 43,7 39.7
“VousT, 35,3 33,4 LEPYY 35.2
Vashe 27.9 T 277 27e 277
Oreg. 25.6 28. 2642 28,6 26,6
Calif, 33,7 33.1 33.6 33.6 33.6
B, 306 zgon 20e7 T30 Sled
U.s. —ﬂ.:i H_:_E: m » -

y Inoludes as “"ether family” only these farm household members working 15 hours or msre per
week witheut receiving oash wages.
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Rain, Snow, Blizzard Conditions Restrict Farm Activities

Extremely ccld weather and heaVy snows covered much of the northern half of the
Nation during the survey week.| Record snow depths covered many areas, particu-
larly in the Pacific Northwest! The southern coastal area of Californis experi-
enced very heavy rainfall resulting in extensive flooding in low lying areas.

Harvest activities were limited to citrus and winter vegetable crops in southern
growing areas. In the north, activity was restricted to care of livestock,

general chores, and shoveling gnow.

Citrus picking in California wgs limited almost entirely to grapefruit harvest
in the desert areas. Other areas in California were generally too wet to permit
entering groves with equipment. Orange picking in Floridas continued active.
Citrus harvest was active in Texas, bhut was restricted some in Arizona by rain.

Vegetable harvest was active in south Texas areas and increased in Florida under
generally favorable weather. The rain brought California's vegetable harvest to
a near standstill in coastal areas and slowed operations in the desert areas and

in Arizona.

Farm employment represent
working during the survey
operators working on f
members working 15 hours
during the survey week.

from the Current Populati
derived from & household
age and older is classifi
on the basis of major act

s the number of family and hired labor
week, Famlily labor includes fexrm

s 1 hour or more plus other family

or more without receiving cash wages
These data should not be confused with

data published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics {BLS) derived

on Survey (CPS). The BLS dats are
survey where each member 16 years of
ed as performing farm or nonfgrm work
ivity during the surveg week,
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