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Seasonal Jump in Farm Workers

The Nation's farm labor force was an estimated 4,907,000 workers
during the survey week of May 17-23, up 13 percent from a month earlier.
The 3,622,000 family workers was 8 percent above a month earlier, while
the 1,285,000 hired workers represented a seasonal increase of 30 per-
cent from a month earlier. The numbers of both family and hired workers
were down 2 percent from May last year. ‘

Farm workers on reporting farms worked an average 42.2 hours during
the May survey week--up approximately 1.0 hour from May last year. Farm
operators averaged 49.6 hours, other unpaid family members 33.4 hours,
and hired workers 37.5 hours during the survey week, all higher than a
yvear earlier.

Warm Weather Accelerates Field Activity in Central United States

Hot summer weather dominated Central United States during the sur-
vey week, speeding development of small grains and allowing rapid
planting of row crops.

Wheat harvest was underway in portions of the Southwest. The Texas
crop was maturing rapidly and harvest was active in soutrhern areas.
Approximately 68 percent of the Oklahoma wheat acreage had reached the
dough stage while in Kansas 84 percent of the crop was headed. Small
grain seeding was active in the North Central States; however, rain and
surplus soil moisture continued to hamper progress in certain parts of
the area.

Corn planting was ahead of last year in much of the Corn Belt. TIn
Towa, planting was 95 percent completed compared to 75 percent a year
ago. Planting in other States ranged from 55 to 95 percent finished.
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Soybean planting increased in the Corn Belt and is ahead of usual
in Iowa and Nebraska. Planting in other major soybean areas was lagging
behind normal because of dry soils.,

Cotton planting was wirtually completed in Southeastern States, In
Arkansas, weed and insect control activities predominate. Texas cotton
is 72 percent planted. In Arizona and California, crop development is
later than normal.

Potato planting was 60 percent completed in Idgho, but wet fields
limited planting in Maine and the Red River Valley. Tobacco transplanting
was active in the Appalachian States and was about 80 percent completed
in North Carclina. Sorghum seeding progressed rapidly in most growing
areas and was 76 percent completed in Texas.

Picking of early peaches began in California, Valencia orange
harvest continued in Florida and California,

Harvest of vegetables continued in full swing in Southern and Western
producing areas. Planting for summer harvest was underway in the North.

Farm employment represents number of family and hired
labor working during the survey week. Family labor
includes farm operators working on farms one hour or
mwore plus other family members working 15 hours or
more without receiving cash wages during survey week.
Hired workers include all persons working one hour

or more for cash wages during the survey week. These
data should not be confused with the data published by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) derived from the
Current Population Survey (CPS). The BLS data are de-
rived from a household survey where each member 16
years of age and older is classified as performing
farm or nonfarm work on the basis of major activity
during the survey week,
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Farm employment and indexes, May 1970, with comparisons, United States

:  Annusl Annual May May May
Ttem ! average : average 19-25 18-24 :+  24-30
: 1968 19€9 1968 1949 3 1970
FARM EMPLOYMENT 1/ :
{Thousands) :
Total ...... Ceeesreas eeesl L, 7LB.8 4,589.8 5,062.1 4,998,7 4,907.5
Family labor ..... cieeseet 3,535.4  3,b15.h 3,777.6  3,686.3  3,622.1
Hired 18bOT ....oevevesvso: 1,213.4 1,17h.4 1,284,5 1,312.%4 1,285.4
INDEXES 2/ :
(1910~14=100) :
107 7-% R 35 34 35 34 3k
Family lebor ..... cessenel 35 34 3k 3L 33
Hired 1abor ...eececeeeres 36 35 36 36 36
(1957-59=100) :
Tot8l v.oevevenanns teessssel 3N 61 63 &2 61
Family 1abor ...coeveveees 6L €2 63 ee 60
Hired 18bOr ....eeevvsoest €2 60 62 63 €2

;/ Employment during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before

the end of the month.

g/ Monthly indexes are adjusted for_seasonal variation,

Farm Wage Rates and Indexes,

April 1, 1969, United States

Ctem : aﬁ“:;ii * April 1, April 1,  April 1,
: ave : :
g 1 1968 1969 1970
FARM WAGE RATES :
Composite rate per hour 1/-.....: § 1.33 $ 1.08 $ 1.21 $ 1.29
Per month with house ....v......: 307 270 3/297 319
Per month with board and recom ,.: 234 206 228 2Ls5
Per week with board and room ...: 3/5€.T5 50,00 5k,25 59.25
Per week without board or room .: 3/73.00 63.50 70.00 76.50
Per day with hOUSE ..eeveeerenass 9.0 8.00 8.70 9.60
Per day with board and room ....: 10,10 8.50 9.20 9.90
Per day without board or room ..: 10.90 9.50 10.30 11.30
Per hour with house ...eeceo.. vel 1.h2 1.17 1.34 1.40
Per hour without hoard or room. 1.58 1.4h 1.59 1.66
INDEXES 2/ :
(1910-14=100) ..ververeenaenaenanest 1,023 914 3/1,029 1,096
(195T-592100) +vveveereosnsssnneenst 175 157 177 189

.
H

;/ Weighted average of all retes on & per our basis.

include piece rate workers.

g/ Indexes msre adjusted for seasonal variation,

3/ Reviged March 1970.
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Workers on Farme, May 1970 1/

State May 1968 : May 1969 : lay 1970
and : Week of 19-25 : Yeek of 18-24 : Veek of 24-30
_Qivieion : Total : Family : Hired : Totel : IFamily : Hired : Total : Femlly : Hired
R T ThoUusaeanaege======-—==o==aecae--na=n=
Maine sssnes: 2L 1 T 1.3 13 6.3 17.8 12 5.8
Noe He eosvunl 8.0 6.0 2.0 7.0 5.0 2.0 6.1 b4 1.7
Vhe caveronst? 15 12 3.0 15.6 iz 3.6 kb 11 3.k
Masgs sesensl 20 12 8.0 18.7 11 TT 16.8 9.4 7.k
Re Io encenat 340 2.9 1.0 2.2 Lob .8 2.0 1.3 .7
COnNle snunnel 15 9,0 6.0 14,0 8.5 5.5 12.L T4 5.0
Ne s wees &2 55 27 76.8 50,9 25.9 69.5 45,5 24.0
He Yo noansel 98 T3 25 a7 TL 26 92 69 23
Ne Jo sssnest 25 10 15 23 10 13 2h 10 1k
Poe seesseand ]§6 109 17 1:1_:2 11‘806 16 117 100 16
Me AtLe sea: 2 92 57 2he 187 55 233 150 53
OHAO ssaessal 165 ly 21, 167 148 19 163 143 20
Ind. ssaseeas 127 118 9.0 136 125 11 148 135 13
T1L. serenees 17h 146 28 191 157 34 185 153 32
Mich, tseseaz 165 137 23 ihs in5 20 153 133 22
WiSe savssass 218 200 18 213 195 18 212 194 18
E. N. Cent.: Bhog Ths 04 852 1750 102 866 763 103
MIND, seveses 223 199 2L 215 191 24 198 178 20
TOWA sesanwal 2hp 218 ak 236 210 26 242 217 25
MO: syeananet 195 176 19 191 157 34 203 163 40
He Dake eeeet T2 58 1Lk T0 59 11 Y 56 11
Se DAke seset 75 69 5.0 T5 68 7.0 Th 67 T.0
TebTe sanenet 119 106 13 115 101 14 150 10k 18
Kans, eesnssl 115 103 12 113 98 15 117 101 16
W. H. Cent.: 1,04L 929 112 1,015 a8l 131 1,023 886 137
Dele weosaset 9.0 5.0 4,0 9.0 5.0 k.0 9.0 5.0 L.o
Mle sacesenst 41 29 12 36 26 10 35 26 9.0
Vae sntrcanet 126 98 28 128 98 30 128 97 31
We VB seneet 43 36 7.0 LL 3k 10 4o 34 8.0
He Co vrncnat 256 203 53 255 201 5k 235 188 Wt
Se Co snsenal 90 66 2h T7 56 21 T7 59 18
GCBs sereoseni 110 84 26 98 7 21 99 78 21
Floie esussend 118 34 8k 120 3L 86 123 36 87
Se ALy saat ]23_ 555 238 757 531 236 TL8 523 225
K¥e senaaress 167 131 36 161 130 31 153 118 35
TENN. sesesss 171 125 46 155 113 37 158 117 Ly
Ala, seesnent 133 105 28 120 ok 26 106 84 22
MiS8. seeeset 170 116 54 166 117 ho 161 109 52
E. S. Cent.: 641 LT 16h 602 k59 143 578 428 150
AYK, seeveses 1h6 90 56 169 92 7 165 86 79
THe encorenst 97 29 38 93 5T 36 78 51 27
OklBos vosssal 135 117 13 134 119 15 135 115 20
TEXBE sssssel 310 201 109 325 207 118 302 203 99
W. S. Cent.: 688 467 221 721 475 2h6 680 455 225
MOt . evnaasl h1 31 10 k2 28 1h 13 31 12
IdBHO eeooset 52 37 15 g 36 13 bt 35 12
WYO. sessesst 18 12 6.0 15 10 5.0 15 10 5.0
COLO: wnevnnt 60 L1 19 57 38 19 63 43 20
Ne MeXe suest 26 17 9.0 24 15 9.0 20 1h 6.0
AT1Z. eceeeat ko 6.0 34 L1 7.0 34 37 6.0 31
Utah cesseeel 28 20 8.0 27 19 8.0 26 19 7.0
HEV. censenel 5.1 2.6 2.5 k.9 2.4 2,5 5.0 2.6 2.h
Moutits seest 270,1 166.6 103.5 259.9 155.4 10L.5 256 160.6 95,4
Wash, sesnet 88 58 30 103 Gh 39 06 56 Lo
Oreg. seeenet TO 52 18 69 hg 20 67 i) 18
Calif, eenea: 291 81 210 291, 81 210 291 6 215

PAC. sessent Lo 191 258 463 1gh 269 45k 181 273
u. : 5,062.1 3, 7if.6 L2845 L9687 "~ 3,6d6.3 1,312k b,907.5 3,6eR.1 __ 1,265.F

Se _sasse

_IL/ Persons employed during the last full calendar week endling at least one day before the end of th
month. .
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Workers on Farms:

Average January through May 1970 1/

State 2 January through May January through May H January through May
and : 1968 : 1969 H 1970
division : Total Family: Hired : Total : Family : Hired : Total : Family : Hired
HE e T ' housandsg- ==« - =& - - - -~
Maine v.....e... weeeat 18 13 5.0 17.0 12 5.0 16.1 11 5.1
Ne Ho tiinninnnanssest 7.0 5.0 2.0 6.2 4.3 1.9 5.7 4.0 1.7
Ve vvvrennvanas veeaet 15 12 3.0 14.4 11 3.4 14.4 11 3.4
MASS., svinvsreuneeeasr: 16 11 5.0 14.5 9.7 4.8 13.7 8.9 4.8
Re Tovinrnnnnnnns veest 2.0 1.0 1.0 2.0 1.2 .8 1.8 1.2 .6
Comn. ...o... veesssat 12 8.0 4.0 11.1 7.6 3.5 10.3 6.9 3.4
e ENBr cevennvanens 0 50 20 65.2 45.8 19.4 62.0 43.0 19.0
e Yo eevnnnninnnnncas ‘89 69 20 88 68 20 83 66 17
Ne Ju tevveennnanseas’ 18 10 8.0 16 9.0 7.0 16 9.0 7.0
PA: venerenvnnn eereaet 113 100 13 107 95 12 104 92 12
Mo Atl. covvennnene.t 220 179 41 211 172 19 203 167 36
Oh10 vevervnnnnn eevee 149 136 13 145 133 12 137 126 11
Inde teverenninnennns P123 115 8.0 121 113 8.0 121 113 8.0
I11. veueeen. B &1 132 24 153 130 23 146 125 21
MICR. vevvvanevaseeas’ 137 119 18 126 110 16 128 111 17
WiS. vvvvennsnn wrewest 191 175 16 193 178 15 190 175 15
E, N, Cent. .oveeeee’ 756 677 79 738 664 74 722 650 72
MAND. v vsrvanveanrnnn 180 167 13 172 159 13 159 14§ 11
IOWA vsnnevennoerave. 195 180 15 190 175 15 189 174 15
MO snenneens P 11 153 16 171 152 19 166 147 19
. DaKe eveeevensrses- 54 47 7.0 51 45 6.0 47 42 5.0
S DAaK. evevcnnnaonen 63 59 4.0 61 57 4,0 60 56 4,0
NEBT. tivuvverennssas’ 103 95 8.0 100 91 9.0 100 90 10
KANS: ccvvvronnnnenns 104 96 8.0 93 90 8.0 98 89 9,0
W. N. Cent, «.......: B68 797 71 843 769 74 819 746 73
Del. ceeveanenan A 4.0 2.0 6.0 4.0 2.0 6.0 4.0 2.0
L P N | 24 7.0 28 22 6.0 28 22 6.0
Va. veeeeenan vesirees 106 87 19 102 83 19 100 81 19
We VA, cecesvnnnnnan R {3 31 5.0 1 29 5.0 34 29 5.0
Mo € evevennenennrers 199 168 31 191 163 28 183 156 27
5. Co cununn vesresans. B9 53 16 65 50 15 64 50 14
G, vierirarnrnnnanss. 96 76 20 88 70 18 86 69 17
Fla. veveienevecanonns 129 35 94 127 33 %4 123 33 90
Se Atle tevieriecnenes 672 478 194 641 454 187 624 444 180
BYe earrounnonans vea.t 138 117 21 11 112 19 122 104 18
TENN. +ecevennes vee 137 114 23 125 106 19 123 104 19
Al8. .recvesvvnnnness’ BB 70 18 84 66 18 76 60 16
MiISS. secrreenninnnes © 128 97 a1 119 91 28 117 88 29
E. S, Cent. ........ 491 398 93 459 375 84 438 356 82
ATK. vierirannnanenn 116 78 38 123 80 43 120 73 47
La. susrensrevsnenere. 81 54 27 76 51 25 65 45 20
Okla. sovevcreea. vee. 120 110 10 117 108 9.0 120 108 12
TEXAS savrrnneneens ael 245 178 67 259 184 75 244 175 69
W. 5. Cent. .vuveee. 562 420 142 575 423 152 549 401 148
MONt. sevusns P | 29 7.0 34 27 7.0 34 27 7.0
TdaN0 svvvevsecnanres 40 32 8.0 38 31 7.0 38 3 7.0
WYO. wvrnvnvnnans eenet 14 10 4.0 12 9.0 3.0 12 9.0 3.0
Colo. ,een.. crerenneet &7 36 11 43 33 10 43 33 10
No MEX. tovennnan . 21 14 7.0 19 13 6.0 18 13 5.0
Ariz. ,.ee... Crerens 38 6.0 32 39 7 32 36 6.0 30
Utah .ovvvvcnnns cee. 18 15 4.0 20 15 5.0 19 15 4.0
Nev. coueens cereas 4.1 2.2 1.9 3.8 2.2 1.6 3.9 2.1 1.8
Mount. eueevene.. cean 21901 144.2 74.9 208.8 137.2 71.6 203.9 136.1 67.8
Wash. ,..... Ceevereast 72 50 22 76 51 25 73 49 24
OXeE. overavncanvnns 58 47 11 56 45 11 57 45 12
Calif., ....... ceveeest 244 75 169 237 75 162 236 69 167
PAC. +snveancnnnnesne 374 172 202 369 171 10 366 163 203
U. Su voeernn cesee.. 1,232.13,315.2 916.9 4,110.0 3,211.0 899.0 3,986.9 3,106.1 880.8

1/ Average number during survey week of each wonth.
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Farm work: Weekly.hours worked per worker

Average for reporting farms - week of May 24-30, 1970

State H H Other H H H
and ; Farm ; Family : All ; Hired ; All
division . Operators . Members 1/ Family 1/ . |Workers . Workers 1/
T mm e m e === - S = === Hour 8 —===—===«===9===

Maime «eeesvssesest 57.3 31.0 49.0 28.0 39.9
No He evsovsvanans H 60.6 33.2 54.4 40.2 48.1
Vte soavasceass vasel 62.0 30.4 50,2 44,0 48.4
MaASS. sosvsrrveresrt 55.5 31.8 48.4 39.3 44 .6
Re Io ceevansscans H 43.4 29.0 39.3 46.0 41,7
CONMy evavasnsonnn? 52.1 . 35.7 46,6 41.0 45.0
N. EAE.e coennw weel 57.2 3l.9 49.1 37.8 44,5
Ne Yo susrnnnonanst 61.3 33.6 51.7 38.4 47.5
Ne Jo cvavssasnneni 40.9 34.0 39.0 26.0 35.7
Pa. eresscaccsonns : 54.0 32.9 46.7 32,1 43.6
M, AL, civeennans 56, 33.3 48.3 33.2 44,3
Ohio +eveacsesans ot 50.3 32,8 54,6 27.5 40.9
Ind, ecvcrvcuoranast 48.8 35.2 44.8 32.5 42.1
I1l. eenvavanconsnst 53.6 37.5 49.7 38,8 47.3
Mich: eovtvicnnnse: 56.1 35.7 50.0 33.6 46.1
Wis. evevsns PP 61.1 30.5 48.0 37.3 46,2
E. N. Cent. ..euat 54,0 34,3 47 .4 34,5 &4, 7
MINM, svevesaovasal 60.2 33.5 50.7 37.5 48.6
IOWA cevevsosoraest 63.3 31.9 52.0 30,8 48,1
MO, crevavascoanest 49.4 36.1 46,1 32.7 42.3
N, Daks sosonvnncat 66.9 41,5 57.2 45,8 55.4
S, DaKe tecevsens .t 63.3 37.7 54,5 40.7 52,2
Nebr. so.0» PP 60.3 36.0 52.7 36.7 50.0
KANS, ssvavesasnas H 51.9 34.0 47.2 29,2 43.2
W. N. Cent. .eess: 58.1 34.9 50.4 34,6 47.5
Dal. vevevarnesenel 52.6 36.9 47.8 26.2 40,7
Mde seevovsenonnnal 49.1 36.4 45.0 34,9 42.3
Va. coevoranasnnest 47.1 35.1 43.6 28,1 36.9
W, VBr cavasasennsni 38.8 26.8 35.9 24,5 33.5
N. Ceo stavescnenasnt 40.6 28.3 36.6 24,0 31.5
S. Co vonassnsans .3 38.1 29.6 35.9 30.3 33.3
Gy snssssesnsasnel 38.7 30.2 36.5 29.3 33.6
Fla. seessees cavant 42.3 35.0 40.3 40.1 40,2

S, Atl., .. ieieess 41.5 30.8 38,3 32.3 35.0
KYe cvevacscanvanst 43.5 32.0 40,3 22.5 32.7
TONNe enavssessrssi 39.4 31.2 37.4 19.7 30.7
Ala., venscsenacaen : 35.2 29,8 33.9 28.7 32,2
MISS. scneasonsnns : 42.6 31.9 39.9 43.0 41.8
£, 5. Cent, ..... . 40,4 31.3 38.1 29.8 34.6
AtK. crecncsns veast 42,7 36,3 41,1 43,2 42.2
LA, covnrnencnannel 36.3 30.0 34.7 36.4 35.3
Okla., cocesrvivnantl 46.2 33.8 43.0 34,1 41.0
TEXAS essvesevonant 48.6 33.3 4é 4 38.4 42,0
W. 5. Cent. ..nna 45,4 33.5 42,2 39.5 41.1
Mont. sresavsosees B 59.4 34,7 51.3 43.8 49,5
Idaho seesesvesansi 54.0 36.0 47.6 37,2 45.4
Wy0. eevevnnes 59.5 37.5 53.0 45.0 49.6
Colo. +avesssacuent 57.9 34,2 49.9 41,2 47.7
M., MeX. vovavsrrestl L4 .6 29.1 40,7 37.1 39.4
ATiZ. covncaceavant 49.6 35.3 46.4 40,8 43,1
Utah cesenes PR - 48.3 32.2 42,2 27.6 38.1
Nev, cessssennsvanal 46.7 24.3 40.9 39.2 40.3
Mount. coevaneosnst 54.4 34.0 47,7 39.8 45,3
Wash. seaeseocanaes : 48.5 35.0 45,3 38.4 42.0
Oregont...... casansd 40.5 29,4 37.4 34.4 36.6
Calif. sonevsnecasnt 48.3 41.5 46,5 49,8 49.0
Pat. cevevsvasanst 46,2 36.1 43,6 47.1 45.7
U, Ss esssascssaet 49,6 33.4 44,5 37.5 42.2

17 Includes as “other Family” only those farm household members working 15 hours or more per week with-
out receiving cash wages.

FARM LABOR, June 1970 -6 - Crop Reporting Board, SRS, USDA



Quarterly Probability Farm Labor Survey

The April 1970 issue of Farm Labor included (page 7) selected farm wage rate data
derived from a January probability sample of employers of farm labor. Data are pre-
sented in this issue derived from a similar survey conducted in April 1970. The data
presented do not replace the farm wage rate series regularly published in Farm Labor,
but supplement them.

The size of the sample for these surveys was relatively small--about 2,800 em-
ployers for both the January and April surveys. Accordingly, the initial publication
of the January data was limited to averages for the United States. However, since the
number of hired farm workers in California is much larger than in other States, In
both January and April, the California sample of 365 employers is larger than for any
other State. It provides estimates with essentially the same precision as those for
the U. §. Therefore, in view of expressed interest in the California data they are
included in this issue of Farm Labor along with April data for the United States.

Quarterly Probability Farm Labor Survey
Farm Wage Rates, California and United States

: January 11-17, : April 12-17,

1970 : 1970

Ltem . Cali- : United : Call- : United
: fornia : States : formia : States

-

+

e wa

Farm Wage Rates 1/
All Hired Farm Workers ..cievevevacecnnnsnasasas, 2,07 1.85 2.10 1.69
Workers Paid by Plece-Rate ,....ccvveenvsscsncans 2.15 2.24 2,60 2.19

YT
»N
(=]
(=)

Workers Paid by Hour, Day, Week and Month ....... 1.82 2,04 1.67
Workers Paid by Hour only .....cvsvaivansvscrscsns 1.85 1.69 1.88 1.67
Workers Receiving Cash Wageswnly .........ic...., 2,06 1.98 2,04 1.82
Workers Paid by Hour Receiving Cash Wages only . 1.87 1.78 1.87 1.73
Type of Work Performed: .
Field and Livestock Workers .......ceeevsecscees. 1.96 1.72 2.01 1.60
Packinghouse Workers .......iiusssessnasssssssns, 2,01 1.81 1.83 1.67
Machine Operators ..............................; 2.04 1.86 1.94 1.56
Maintenance and Bookkeeping Workers ............, 2.18 2.14 2.58 2.29
SUPEYVISOTS ..cvvecererrnnarocnsareanananasassaas, 3.23 3.12 2.98 3.06
Other Agricultural Workers ......vvevvuvivnncnes, 2.03 2.07 2.27 1.70

1/ Averages of wage rates for all methods of payment are on a per-hour basis.
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