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Farw WaGz RATES Dow., LESS
THAn UsuaL SiINcE OCTOEER

The geuneral level ot fern wage rstes durinz the micrter ending Jamsary
1 dropped much less than the sual serconal “owrtu~n frcm Cctober 1 to Jarary
1, the Agriculturzl lLarketing Service remorted teday. At 124 percent of the
1210-14 avera.e, the wage ra*te index on the firet of Jamirrv was 5 points
lower than & monthe earlier, vhereac it ordinarily declines 2hout 7 pointé
during the last auarter of the yveer.

hates in a few sections actually advanced a little since Cctober 1940,

t

This was true in southern llew England, where defense indistries are activelw

competing with deirymen for th; available labor saprly. Fat in most other
sections winter wage rates on the form were steacdy to lower, with sizable
geaqonal declines revorted in many instances, The averzze of roports on the
deily rate without toard in Zontecticit—-327.0F per ¢ay——v=s the highest record-
ed for any State.

Apparently, the less thsn usial decli e In far= wage ratec durinz the

snrnlr of workers aveil-
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past 3 monhs has been larcely the resilt of
able for hire on ferms at current wage rates, tovether with a somevh-t stronger
demand for their cervices. For the second conseciiive ciarter, rsporting crop
correspondents have indicated that, on the averace, riral labtor «ipvlies are
somewhat smaller then demend. These remorts wonld sursaescted that a2 surolus of
laborers for agricultu-al work no lonzer exists east of the Migssissipoi "iver,
The nationsl average of reports on the supply of form labor, expressed as a

bPercentage of demand, was 99.1 on Jenuary 1, mps compared with 97.2 three months
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earlier and 114.7 a year ago. The ratio as of the firet of thie month wrs the
smallest Jenu-ry fignre recorded since 1724 Sounti17ml 1210 harvests, a very
limited exvort demand for farm profncts, and large stecke of focd and fiter
products indicate, hevever, that anr shortaﬁe of forw labor that may exist is
not of serions proportions even in the eactern part of the country.

The incresse in the demard for hired labor is reflected in the larger
number of hired hanés reteincd on farms thi~ winter. The number of hired work-
ers emoloyed cs of Jamuary 1 was estimatcd «t 1,649,000, Althouzh sharply lower
than on the first of October 1940, thirc ~etimate 1< up 71,070 from a year 2go,
or nearly enouzh to offset the decline of 98,00C in thre rumbter of unpaid family
workers (inclnd.ng farm operators

The recent incresse in nonagricnlturesl employment already has drawn
some workers from the farm. These people nundoubtedls have come from the renks
of both family ~nd hired workers. It i= probnble thnt, with the incrense in
nonagricultural emplojyment opportunitirs, there hag Mren 2 concidcrable shift
in the stetus of other agricnltural worxers from on nupaid to & maid status.

The total mumder of personz emploved on frrms (hir~d and family work-
ers) as of Jomu~ry 1 wos estlrnttﬂ to be 2,014,000, comorred with 11,725,000
on October 1 and &,641,0N0 on JTermurry 1, 1240, The lrtoect informrticn at hand
regarding nonagricultaral elplovvku+ woxlﬂ iniic~te thnt increrses in indus-
trial employment in recent monthe have not becn enfficient to offset the
seasonal decline in the nmumo: r of pers=cas workinz on frrns. The Bureau of
Labor Statistice eetimsted th~t 33,575,070 piresne worc employed in nonagri-
cultural industriec in November, 1640, corpared ~with 75,497,000 a month earlier
and 63,418,000 in Movember 1229, Thear egtirntees nov eyclude all militrry and
naval forces, as well ee persons erploved on T.PLA, ~nd MW.Y.A. projects anc.
enrollees in C C.C.camps. Avr1ilebhle Aota 1ndicote th 0t the number of persons
employed in the Tnited Stetee 1lret Iorember toirled 46 ,8458,0Nn0, aside fronm
those workine in the rbove-nentioanrd cobcgoriec, Thie uotul wrs 1,129,000
less thean the mimber ermploved 2 month carlier, but sn increcse of 1,18b,000
over the nurber of pereons =workiay in Noverber 157,



Farm wage rates and related data, United States, Jsnusrv 1, 1941,
with comparisons

Phmmal 3oy 0 gani1, Goost.1, | oJanld,
¢ average: 1922 . 240 : 1347 H 1241
¢ 1910-11. : : : _
TLRY JAGE K.TE IUDEAZS: :
Tnedjustede. et i, .+ 100 12¢ 112 122 124
Adjusted ifor sescsonal variation...: 100 122 124 les 1=z
FLRi WAGE ZATCS: :

Por monti,, with hoard...............: $£22.09 3PR 2R 23,32 ¢zz 77 326.€8

Per month, without boe~d............: £Z£2.18 RIS 25,27 36 .EL 32.61

Per d=y, with board......... e : 1.17 1.7z 1.22 1.7%2 1.2¢

Per dsv, Witlout "oard.............. : 1.42 1.57 1.55 1.61 1,52

SUP2LY CF AND DEMAND FOR FARM LABOR. .

Swrlv, percentrge of normal ... .. N 20.4 27,1 gZ2.% €3.7

Demand , percentiga of normcl ... ..., P - 27,4 21.2 8.1 5.6

Supoly , percentnage of demand .......: -- 1024 112.7 27.2 22.1

FEAL T PLOYUWIT INDEXRS: ;

Total - :

Un~djusted. ..o ... Sro1on 3c 72 or 71
Adgusted for sessonsl variation...: 100 27 g2 g3 £z

Family labor - :

Unadjusted........... e e .o 100 27 77 25 76
aljusted for sersonal variation...: 107 27 e &F 20

Hired labor - :

Unedustof. e e e i e in e, ¢ 100 104 25 10€ 37

Adjusted for seasonal varistion...: 100 Rz 73 Bl gl
FARM EnPLOYWENT .
(Thoueands of versona) :

Totalieuiuounnn. .. B PN a1 11,863 £.,641 11,735 8,614
Family lebvor.......... Ciereeseeaa.r 9,1F0 Z,8c4 7,083 £,682 3,285
Hired labor..:.......... .......... ¢ Z2,8c2 s,0L2 1,578 =,022 1,64%

"ELATED INTEXES: '

Prices received by farmers 1/.......: 100 c7 09 2@ £/101

Ratio of prices received to :
farm voze rates.............. el 100 AN 2z 7 81

Industrisl ware rates j/........‘...: - 2172 <12 22¢ -

Indnstrisl emplovment 5/............:1 -- 104 104 11¢ 4/1m1

Industrizl pav rolls S/ - 102 102 115 4/115

1/As of the 15th .0f the month. 2/Dec. 1240 - latest data avsilable. 7Z/rversce
‘eekly earnings, New York State factories, June 1914 = 100, £/Vov.1240 - letest
bt? avellable, Z/Purean of Labor Statistics indexes for mannfacturinc indnstries
€vised 1923-25 = 100,

Based on repovts from approximately 22,047 correeponcfents. The dats for rre—

4 Ie} 3 - 5
fius quarters, bv Stntes, appe-r in Crops and Markets for Jan., Apr., July, and
ct.



Farm wage rates, by geogrephic divisions, Janusry 1, 1941,
by’ comparisons

Geographic i iﬁ?ﬁzief Oct.1, } Jan.1, © oct.1, * Jan. 1,
e N I L s Ve G S S S
Fuili TAGE EATES : Dollars Dollars DIollars Dollars Dollars
PER MONTH VITE ROARD : ‘
New England : 24.18 32,52 21.75 34,23 34.29
Middle Atlantic 22,25 22,77 27,48 a0.32 29,74

Ea~t North Central
West North Central
South Atlantic
East South Central
Test Touth Central
Mountesin

Pacific

<7 TE 29,75 2£.80 30.54 28.22
2¢.32 2€.8° 22,72 23.75 24,39
14.62 16.8¢ 16.76 7.75 18.26
14.71 16.086 15.953 16.50 16.94
17.58 18.93 1€.35 20.13 20.24
C2.48 %6 .39 37%.59 36,98 34.33
32.45 44,79 40,720 44 .86 47.45

ee ee s o ee e

PER MOL/TH WITHOJT 30ArD

New Englend 37.70 .52 5¢€ .71 56.43 58.31
Middle Atlantic 37,41 45.€2 47,56 47.35 46,70
Fast North Central 32.20 42.07 27.94 42.95 40.52
West North Central 76 .86 22,26 32.33 4C.42 25,70
South Atlantic 20.97 24.80 25.08 25.77 27.00

20.80 22,81 22,60 237,08 24,70
West South Central 24,07 27.46 27.N1 28.78 28.76
Mountain 45,42 52.54 48,55 52.89 50.45
Pacific s 48.16 B7.04 gE.70 57.82 6€.51

East South Central

e e ee se e 9q *% e 9o e oo

PER DAY WITH BOARD

New England : 1.27 1.84 1.73 1.85 1.84
Middle Atlantic : 1.24 1.76 1.71 1.86 1.78
East North Central : 1.21 1.7 1.48 1.72 1.57
West North Central : 1.4¢ 1.58 1.24 1.64 1.34
South Atlantic : Bl .o .B8 .98 .97
East South Central : 81 77 .79 83 .83
West South Central : .98 1.00 G2 1.02 1.01
Mountein : 1.50 1.72 1.529 1.76 1.56
Pacific : 1.49 2.02 1.292 2.10 2.01
PER DAY WITHOUT BOAKD :
New England : 1.71 2.70 2.55 2.70 2.57
Middle Atlantic : 1.3 2.55 2.71 2.45 2.41
East North Central : 1.68 2.17 1.97 2.23 2.05
West North Central : 1.88 2.11 1.77 2.17 1.86
South Atlantic : 1.05 1.19 1.20 1.24 1.27
East South Central : 1.05 1.07 1.03 1.073 1.07
Test South Central : 1.25 1.24 1.19 1.28 1.27
Mountain : 2.08 2.7 2.14 2.29 2.22
Pacific : 2.06 =.79 2.70 2.92 2.74

— e e —— o . — — e o — e e —— o o - - o e e e e e e e - = - a— —



Farn labor-dupplyrﬂdemanﬁl Bhd farm employnént, .Jamisry 1, 1941
with cor warigong

 oct.l, * Jan.1, ' oOct.1l,? Jan.1, } oct.l, | Jan.l,
P193s fo1e3g P 1939 ¢ 1040 P 1940 P 1941
SUPPLY OF FaRL LL20E .
(Percentage of normal) :
New England ¢ 90.5 92.5 83.2 21.¢ g81.n 78,7
Middle Atlantic s 87, °2.5 88.5 cl.2 79.0 80.5
East Nortn Central : 91.3 96.2 R3.9 94.7 25.4 86.9
NWest North Central s 32.2 96.8 92 .8 9E.5 gr.6 21.4
South Atlantic ¢ 87.0 9n.5 84.4 87.5 el.1 30.8
East South Central : 86.2 90.6 e3.1 8g2.9 8£.2 4.3
West South Central ¢ 91.1 94.5 91.3 9z .€ 85.1 85.3
Mountain v 87.7 100.3 25.8 09.8 91.5 21.6
Pacific : 104.0 104.8 29.9 102.5 24.5 932.0
TEMAND FOE F:R+*! LAS3OR :
(Percentage of normal) 1
New England : 87.4 27.9 83.1 8e .7 91.6 8G.9
Middle Atlantic + 87.0 €0.¢ 85.3 22.7% 20,3 885.2
East North Central : 85.C g8l.& 87.6 §4.8 91.0 89.7
West North Central s 77.2 74.¢ 79.2 77.8 86.1 85.9
South Atlantic s 81.3 gl.2 gs.¢ ec.1 20.7 89.0
East South Central ¢ 8l.1 £0.2 81.¢ 0.8 £Z.9 85.0
est South Central s 76.° 73.1 76.3 72.1 B4 4 80.6
Mountain s 82.2 75.9 87,6 £1.9 27.0 85.5
Pacific : 79.z2 1.3 e7.7 g2.7 91.2 88.5
SUPFLY OF EARK LABOR :
(Percentage of demand) :
New En-land ¢ 103.5 10=7.2 100.1 10€.0 88 .4 87.5
Middle Aclantic ¢ 101.0 114.3 102.5 110.7 37.5 S1.4
Fast North Contral : 108.2 117.6 102.€6 111.7 92.8 96.8
Mest North Central ¢ 119.4 12G.4 115.8 122.9 102.9 105.8
South 4tlantic + 10g.1 111.5 e7.5 10z.8 82.4 90.8
East South Centrel ¢ 106.7 112.0 108.0 110.0 103.1 99.3
West South Central : 118.% © 129.3 13i9.7 128.4 160.8 105.7
Mountain : 118.7 172.1 114.¢ 121.9 105.2 107.1
Pacific ¢ 131.3 12&8.9 113.¢ 124.1 107.5 104.7

FARM EMPLOYLENT
(Thousands of n-~"-ons)

Total :
New England : 238 228 2565 227 273 228
Middle atlantic : 633 545 828 532 621 545
Tast North Central + 1,551 1,375 1,51¢ 1,329 1,492 1,325
Test North Central 1,741 1,439 1,745 1,427 1,773 1,431
South Atlantic : 2,220 1,896 2,352 1,569 2,332 1,562
East South Central : 2,176 1,404 2,124 1,761 2,072 1,305
West South Central 1 2,177 1,403 2,191 1,377 2,141 1,426
Mountain : 506 289 492 72 462 367
Pacific . 622 457 5374 447 568 428



_Farn enmpldyment, by geograprhio divirioms, January ‘1, 1941
‘with sorpdariscns

Geosravhic *-0et.l, i'Jen.l, ! Oct.l, fiJan.l, ' Oct.l, } Jan.l,
division ©o1938 1329 1932 1240 ° 1940 1941

FARM EMPLOYLEWNT .

(Thousands of persons) !

Family Dsbor :
New England : 166 159 166 1R2 167 152
Middle Atlantic : 401 300 4n3 0 oA 402 400
Tast North Centrel v 1,170 1,108 1,128 1,108 1,115 1,102
West North Centrsl ;1,37 1,2z4 1,305 1,208 1,705 1,130
South Atlantic - ¢o1,7e4 1,072 1,767 - 1,245 1,715 1,224
East South Centrel + 1,857 1,233 1,322 1,217 1,787% 1,162
West South Central + 1,616 1,189 1,653 1,150 1,525 1,147
Mountain ? 2380 275 ar4 =279 221 277
Pacific : 218 301 219 . Nl 220 301

Hired Labor !
New Englznd : 102 £9 99 55 105 6€
Middle Atlentic : 272 147 202 137 217 142
East North Central : 412 ©Za st 2008 377 223

West North Central : 412 218 440 219 4R 8 24
South Atlsntic : £96 24 FE6 w4 F17 3328
. Bast South Central : 31%° 171 2855 148 <2n 1472
West “outh Central : 561 o34 278 27 545 279
Mountain : 220 g4 200% cr 191 a0
Pacific : 704 155 258 14€ 248 127
Persons employed in the 'nited States,Deccuber 1940,
w1ith comparicons

* Qct., Nov., * Dec., : Qct., * Mov,, ‘' Dec.,
1979 193¢ 1979 P 1240 1940 ' 1940

. 1,000'e 1,000's 1,000's 1,0M0's 1,000's 1,000's

Farm employment l/ ....... v 11,324 10,042 g,9¢0 11, 7?1z 10,111 %, 9¢7
Family workers.........: 8,404 7, 70 7,140 g,411 7,576 7,089
Hired workers..........: 2,820 2,072 1,840 2,207 2,475 1,87¢

Nonagricultural employ- :

ment 2/ 3/ iiriniinnn . 25,546 25,418 35,641 76,427 36,535 -
Total employment.é/....:.: 46,870 45,480 44 £21 47 . 815 45 64K —-—-

1/Average of e-timntes of ferm emplovment as of the firet of the given and the
following month.

2/Bstimates of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S.Dept. of Labor. Excludes
persons employed on W.P.A, or N.Y.A, projects, enrollecs in C.C.C. camps, and
militery and naval forces.

B/#ré1iminary revision.
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hAverage ¢ Index : Averaze : Index : Averaze : Tniex
namter ¢ 1210-14; marber @ 121N0-14 : -mpber - 1910-14
persons : = 100 : perscns : = 100 : persons : = 10C
1,000's 1,000's 1,6000's

12,20¢° 101 9,341 10z 2,828 5¢
12,146 101 9,272 N1 2,877 co
12,042 100 3,172 1nn 2,870 3¢
12,038 100 9,149 106 2,370 10C
12,033 100 9,128 en 2,908 100
12,000 100 2,021 oe 2,919 irl
11,981 92 c,0a7 g< Z,332 101
12,015 100 =,030 20 2,9¢¢ 10%
11,79 9¢ £,255 °7 2,932 102
11,248 24 2,507 o <,841 9€
11,106 o2 g, %2 21 2,724 235
11,362 94 8,472 27 2,8872 o0
11,412 oz e,211 o3 2,901 10C
11,447 25 £,2z8 23 2,918 101
11,7%: o4 t,421 oR 2,8%4 10
11, %62 94 B,4E¢ 22 2,874 ac
11,446 °5 8,377 ¥] 2,830 Ble
11,574 e g,207 23 2,027 10&
11,246 e g,2%¢ 31 2,95C 102:
11,29¢ G4 3,320 °1 2,256 10z
11,229 o4 2,308 °1 2,c84 103
11,173 e £, 322 21 2,830 ce
11,1:6 & £,429 e 2,320 cZ
11, €9 <2 g,571 04 2,408 26
11,023 1 53,5207 24 2,473 Jz
10,282 c0 &,50¢ o7 2,316 31
11,172 c& &,704 o5 2,458 ata
1C,997 1 8, 80z anr 2,495 &6
10,8~0 o0 £,277 on 2,587 e
10,745 g° &,216 on 2,528 27
10,829 8e 2,180 ge 2,479 86
10,445 87 7,995 =7 <,480 25

~1



Farm wage rates and relnated data, by States, Jamuery 1, 1941

_— e e e e e e e e e e e e — e — — e e e e o e e e e o - e —

: Per month : Per dov : Sunply of and demand
o - __ ‘. _ _ _ _ _ ___2x_____for farm levor _ _ _ _
State ' With ! Without ' Witk ¢ Tithout {SWPPLV ns :Demand z :Supnly as
! board ° board °® bonard  Tbonrd .PFrcentfge:percentage:percentage
: U : : :0f nermal :of normal :of demond
: Lol. Tol. Dol. Tol. Pct. Pct. Pct.
Maine ¢ E1.E0 42,50 1.65 2.28 ~T 90 92
N.H. v 21.25 53,50 2.15 .85 80 86 93
Vt. 1 32.25 50.00 1.80 2.45 & ia) g5
kess. : 24.75 €3.80 1.80 2.70 75 85 88
R.I. v 39.00 £€5.580 2.7%0 2.%5 gz 95 9z
Gonn. _ _ & _37.75 _ €5.00 _ _2.10_ _ _3.08 _ _ _ 78 _ _ _ _ °2 _ _ _ _8__ _
N.Y. + 30.75 47.25 1.80 <.45 oC 29 20
NI : 33.90 55,00 1.90 2.0 79 es o2
Pe. _ _ _ 1 _27.00 _ 42,75 _ _ 1.70_ _ _2.70 _ _ _ 82 _ _ _ _ 8R _ _ _ _ 93 _ _
Ohio 26,850 39.25 l.67 .10 84 R 95
Ind. v 27,70 33.50 1.50 1.¢0 g7 8¢ 9g
I11. s 21.75 2.25 1.2 2.20 €9 ec 100
Mich. : 28.00 42.25 1.70 2.5 79 90 88
Wis._ _ _ : 20.50_ _ ?9.50 _ _ 1.40_ _ _1.%c _ _ _ £C_ _ _ _ _ °2 _ _ _ _ 88 _ _
Minn, : 22.25 34,30 1.35 2.00 Q& 27 109
Iowa ¢ 28.80 22.25 1.0 2.10 e 93 103
Mo. v 23.25 32.75 1.10 1.580 €4 €5 99
N.Dak. : 17.50 21.00 1.10 1.£5 0 72 114
S.Dak. ¢ 22.50 35.30 1.30 1.5 €9 el 116
Nebr. : 24.25 35.00 1.320 1.75 ¢l 71 128
Kons. _ _ 2 _25.00_ _ 36.75 _ _ 1.76_ _ 1.5 _ _ _°0_ _ _ _ _ 37 _  _ _103_ _ _
Del v 27.75 41.50 1.£0 2.10 g2 22 83
Md. : 25.00 40.75 1.45 1.65 &0 °0 89
Va, ¢ 22.50 32.00 1.15 1.50 72 93 86
W.Va. v 21.75 22.00 1.10 1.50 &3 86 Q9
N.C. + 18.50 26.30 1.00 1.25 82 9 20
s.C. ¢ 12,75 12.20 .62 .25 7o 3 95
Ga. ¢ 173,25 19.25 .70 G0 €1 ¢ °0
Fla._ _ _+ 17.25 _ 28,50 _ _ 1.00_ _ _1."5 _ _ _&" _ _ _ _ 8 _ _ __ 24 _ _
Kv ¢ 20.80 28.75 .C2 1.25 & 87 29
Tenn. : 17,75 25.5 85 1.05 es 88 S7
Fla. ¢ 13,75 19.72 .70 LGN 7R 85 92
Miss. _ _ : _14.25 _ 20.75 _ _ _.75 _ _1.00 _ _ _ B3 _ _ _ _ 80 _ _ _ _106_ _ _
Ark ¢ 13.75 24,25 £ 1.10 €e 1 101
La. + 13.25 23.00 .80 1.05 £a 78 108
Oklea. ¢ 21.30 31.00 1.10 1.40 es 82 107
Tex._ _ _: _22.50_ _ 31.50 _ _1.10_ _ _1."5 _ _ _€f_ _ _ _ _ 8L _ _ _ 106 _ _
Mont. ¢ 34,75 52.25 1.85 2.65 24 36 109
Idnrho + 35.20 49,50 1.75 2.25 o3 8¢ 114
Wyo. v 35.75 21.30 1.€5 2.750 o2 a0 109
Colo. v 30.00 45.25 1.50 2.05 94 21 116
N.hex. ¢ 28.75 40,75 1.320 1.65 g4 2R 101
Ariz. ¢ 37,00 53.00 1.45 2.05 g3 °1 91
Utah : 43,00 60.00 2.10 2.45 o7 88 114
Nev._ _ _ : _41.75 _ 6%.50 _ _ 1.g0_ _ _2.80 _ _ _ 9% _ _ _ _ B2 _ _ _ _ 113 _ _
Wash, 33,50 54.25 1.0 2.60 93 R6 108
Oreg. s 34,78 52.50 1.80 2.7%5 9z 2Q 104
Crlif._ _ 2 _47.75 _ 72.25 _ _ 2.10_ _ _2.85 _ _ _ 93 _ _ _ _ A9 104 _ _
U.s. : 26.88  36.61 1.22 1.59 85.7 8E.6 99.1
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