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MMAR4]957_ FARM EMPLOYMENT SHCOWS SBARP SEASCNVAL
DROP IN NOVEMBER

‘The number of persons at work on farms during the week of November 18-2L
was about 2 million less than a month earlier, the Crop Reporting Board an-
nounced today. The decrease of 22 percent was slightly larger than usual.
There were 7,392,000 persons at work as the end of the 1956 harvest season
was approached. The number of family workers dropped about 1,300,000 to
5,806,000 while the number of hired workers at 1,586,000 was nearly 800,000
less than a month earlier. Compared =rith a year earlier, there were 6 per-
cent fewer family workers and L percent fewer hired workers at work on farms.

The length of farm workday averaged 8.6 for farm operators and 8.2 for
hired workers in late November. In both cases, farmers and their hired hands
were putting in less time per day than a year earlier., Hours worked per day
were considerably less than in the busy season in June of this year when
operators averaged 10.9 hours per day and hired workers 9.3 hours.

- During the survey week, cold weather prevailed over much of the country,
except in the southern coastal sections of California, and in East Texas.
This cold spell which brought the lowest temperatures of the season to many
sections, the first subzero readings, and snow to northern areas limited out-
side work. Freezing temperatures extended southward to the Mississippi coast
and to the South Atlantic coastal regions. Precipitation totals for the week

were moderate to heavy in one extensive area covering Arkansas, the middle
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Mississippi and Ohio valleys, the Great Lakes region, and the North Atlantic
States. West of the Continental Divide, the week was dry, and sunny skies
prevailed. Also without precipitation were southwestern Texas, southeastern -
New Mexico, and central Oklahoma,

Farm work in many parts of the country had reached the winter stage by
late November. In the northern part of the country, most field work had been
completed. Where 'weather permitted, there was some activity in completing
corn and soybean harvest and some fall plowing but most farmers were prepar-
ing for winter and doing the usual chores.

Although farming activities were slowed somewhat by the unseasonably
cold weather in some middle and south Atlantic areas and portions of the east
Gulf Coast, some progress was made during the week in completing this year's
harvest. Corn, sweetpotatoes, peanuts and pecans were the most important of
the crops being harvested. Other activities in the South included the prepa-
ration of land for tobacco beds and truck crops. In Florida, citrus harvest
made normal progress, while land preparation and additional plantings of
vegetable crops continued in the vegetable areas of the State. Cucumbers,
peppers, and other vegetable crops were being harvested in southern Florida.

Cotton harvest was virtually completed in the main Cotton Belt, although
about 5 percent still remained to be picked in the delta district of Missis-
sippi and approximately 15 percent in Virginia where showers had delayed this
work. Open weather favored the rapid completion of the cotton harvest in the
High Plains of Texas and in southwestern Oklahoma. Picking cotton had about
reached the cleanup stage in New Mexico, but was in full swing in Arizona
and California.

Other activities in late November included the harvest of sugarcane in

Louisiana and stripping, grading, and marketing of tobacco in the northern
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Tobacco Belt. Citrus and vegetable harvest was in progress in the Lower Valley
of Texas and in Arizona and California. Pruning of fruit trees was starting
in Oregon and California.

The number of persons at work on farms during the week of November 18-2L,
was 22 percent less than a month earlier, a slightly larger decrease than the
average of recent years. All regions reported decreases excent the New Eng-
land States where the number of persons at work on farms was the same as a
year earlier. In the remaining regions, decreases ranged from a low of 11
percent in the Fast North Central States to a high of 33 percent in the East
South Central States. The declines in the Middle Atlantic, East North Central,
and East South Central States were larger than usual but decreases in other
regions were smaller than usual except in the West South Central States where
the usual change occurred.

The total number of workers on ferms in late November was less than a year
earlier for the entire country and for all regions except the New England and
Pacific States where slight increases were reported. Decreases in the other
regions ranged from 3 percent in the lountain States to 12 percent in the West
South Central Stotes.

The number of family workers dropped slightly more than usual from late
October to late November. Most of the difference from the usual seasonal
change was in the %ast North Central and East South Central States. The sharp-
est droos from a month ago were in the South Atlantic and the East South Cen-
tral States,

There were 6 percent fewer family worliers employed on farms in late
November for the country as a whole than a year earlier and fewer in all re-
gions except the New Lngland, liountain, end Pacific States. Decreases were
largest in the South Atlentic and West South Central Stetes.

The decrease from late October in the number of hired workers amounted to
about a third which was slightly less then both last year and the 1951-55 aver-
age. In all regions exceprt the New “ngland and Mountain, the decreasz amounted
to more than a fourth. The largest declines were L9 percent in the West North
Centrel States and L6 percent in the Vest South Central States. Decreases were
less than usual in the New England, South Ltlantic, West South Central and
Pacific States. The number of hired workers in the Mountain States showed a
1 percent increase from a month earlier compered to a usual drop of 9 percent.
In the New England States, the number of hired workers was about the same as
a month earlicr in compcrison with a usual drop of about 6 percent.

The number of hired workers on farms was down L percent from a year ear-
lier for the entire country and therc were also fewer hired workers in the
Middle Atlantic, ITest and 'lest North Central, Zast and West South Central and
the Mountain States. There was an increase in the number of hired worlzers in
the rcmaining regions.
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Farm employment: Persons employed during week of November 18-2L, 1956
United States, with comparisons

: Novembe; :Novemgg;:_écgobe; :-Noveégé;-
¢ average ¢ 20-26, : 21-27, : 18-2L,
:1951-55 1/: 1955 @ 1956 : 1956
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FARM EMPLOYMENT (Thousands of persons):
TOtEL eeoosoensonnocsnoennnnonnnsas & 8,135 7,826 9,482 7,392
Family 18bOT «ovecscececconcecncnes 2 6,442 6,176 7,110 5,806
Hired 1abor seessesoecscesccrassecs ¢ 1,693 1,650 2,372 1,586

FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEYES (Adjusted for ¢

seasonal veriation, 1910-1L=100) :
TOLAL coeeeeooeonncovennnoooneonnes & 63 60 56 57
Family 18DOT scecveeoeerrncooennoas ¢ 65 62 58 58
Hired 1abor ceeceesceseeococoncnace £ 56 i 50 52

—-—--..-..—-......_...-_———-——-—--_--—-—-——————-——————-—..--...-.---—---———-——---—-—-——---—-.

1/ Employment during the last full calendar week ending at least one day
before the end of the month.

Farm wage rates: Wage rates, indexes, and related data, October 1, 1956
United States, with compariscns 1/
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¢ July 1, :October 1,: July 1, :October 1,
¢ 1955 ¢ 1955 ¢ 1956 ¢ 1956
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F.LRM WAGE RATES 2
Per month with house ..ceeeseeece = $163.00 $154.00 $170.00 %161.00
Per month with board and room ... ¢ 125.00 125.00 129.00 129.00

Per week with board and room .... 2 30.75 30.50 32.75 32.50
Per week without board or room... : 39,50 37.50 L0.50 39.75
Per day with houSe .eeoeescoseees L.15 L.35 L.Lo L.60
Per day with board and room ..... ¢ 5.90 5.20 6.10 5.50
Per day without board or room ... : 5.30 5.70 5.50 6.00
Per hour with housSe .eecesosccess 2 .81 .87 .83 .90
Per hour without board or room... : .38 77 .91 .82
Composite rate per hour 2/ ...... ¢ 669 701 696 <736
FARM WAGE RATE INDEZES (1970-1L=100):
Adjusted for seasonal variation.. : 510 518 535 550
REIATED INDEXES (1910-1L=100) 2
Prices received by farmers 3/.... : 240 232 2L6 235
Ratio of prices received to farm : )
WAZE TALES sessvvocseossosasaas £ L7 L5 L6 L3 .

-
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first of the month.
2/ Weighted average of all rates on a per hour basis.
3/ Average of the 15th of the given and the 15th of the previous month.
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Farm employment: Persons employed during weel: of Movember 16-2L, 1956,
United Stetes en” geographic divisions, with comparisons
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: Movember : October : Wovenber : October - : lovember
Geogravhic division : average . 23-29, : 20-26, : 21-27, : 18-2L,
: 1951-95 1/, 1955  : 1955 . 1956  : 195%
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¢+ Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands

H TOTLT, FARIT RMPTOYHENT

United States : 8,135 10,145 7,826 9,482 7,392
Vew "ngland : 173 170 16, 173 173
Middle Atlantic : 508 61 L82 cL2 56
Fest Vorth Central : 1,239 1,209 1,185 1,280 1,133
est Yorth Centrel ¢ 1,419 1,591 1,356 1,521 1,279
South Atlentic ¢ 1,39 1,888 1,335 1,693 1,250
East South Central : 1,501 2,197 1,h29 2,012 1,345
West South Central 968 1,355 952 1,180 835
Mountain : 356 L10 350 397 3L1
Pacific : 581 A8l 573 68L 580

: FAIILY "ORKXZRS 2/

United States : 6,Uh2 7,598 6,176 7,110 5,806
Mew Tnglend : 113 110 104 110 110
Middle Atlantic : 370 398 361 377 3L2
East lorth Central : 1,072 1,056 1,030 1,056 590
est Morth Central : 1,201 1,367 1,234 1,308 1,171
South itlantic 1,129 1,477 1,081 1,322 99
Fast South Centrcl @ 1,227 1,734 1,1h1 1,586 1,080
est South Central 739 687 7254 781 é20
Mountain : 193 L2 185 2L3 188
Pacific : 318 327 312 327 31k

: HIRED MORZZRS 3/

United Stetes : 1,693 2,547 1,650 2,372 1,586
New Tngland : 60 60 58 63 63
Middle Atlentic : 138 153 121 165 11h
East North Central : 167 233 155 22l 143
West North Central : 138 22l 122 213 108
South Atlantic : 261 . L1 25l 371 257
Tast South Central 274 163 288 L26 265
West South Centrel 229 L68 224 399 215
Mountain : 163 168 165 15L 155
Pacific : 263 357 261 357 266

---....-.--_..-————-~--—-——--—---—-...-»--...--—«-——-.—-..-.---.-_—---—.--..--——-—_-........——-—.-..._--

be¢ore the end of the month.
2/ Includes ferm onerators doing one or more hours of farm worl: en- members cf
their fauilies working 15 hours or more during the survey week without casiu

wages.
3/ Includes 21l persons doing one or more hours of farm worls durins the survey

weelk for pay.
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Farm employmentz Average number of persons employed per month, January through
November 1955, United States and geographic divisions, with comparisons l/
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¢t Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousands Thousends

: TOTAL FARM EMPLOYIENT

United States : 8,786 8,779 8,6L9 8,432 8,056
New England : 175 176 179 171 172
Middle Atlantic : 5L8 550 5Lh9 - 522 500
East North Central : 1,339 1,339 1,331 1,282 1,246
West Worth Central 1,596 1,605 1,566 1,522 1,447
South Atlantic : 1,594 1,570 1,566 1,519 1,432
East South Central 1,403 1,L05 1,374 1,343 1,270
West South Central 1,12} 1,123 1,087 1,08L 999
Mountain ‘ : 382 385 37k 368 372
Pacific 2 625 526 623 621 618

: FAMILY WORKERS 2/

United States - : 6,771 6,761 6,638 6,L61 6,128
New England : 115 116 117 111 111
1Middle Atlantic : 393 39 397 385 366
East lMorth Central 3 1,138 1,141 1,128 1,091 1,059
West North Central : 1,368 1,377 1,34k 1,31l 1,250
South Atlentic H 1,223 1,206 1,192 1,151 1,069
Fast South Central : 1,161 1,151 1,123 1,096 1,026
West South Central : 813 815 784 766 698
Mountein : 235 238 231 22l 227
Pacific s 325 323 322 323 322

: HIRAD 1ORIERS 3/

United States : 2,015 2,018 2,011 1,971 1,928
New Tngland : 60 A0 62 60 61
Middle ftlantic : 155 156 152 137 13k
Fest North Central : 201 198 203 191 187
Vest North Central : 228 228 222 208 197
South Atlantic : 371 36L 374 368 363
East South Centrel 2l2 25l 251 2L7 2LL
West South Central 311 308 303 318 301
Mountain ' : 147 17 1k3 1hbL 145
Pacific : 300 303 301 298" 296

- T - W0 o - . Se . A o S e  BE P O S G M G B W A " . . =% T Gt o S0 B Gt S S B G Gt A o Gt 0 ot > B> G T S B S e et B S G0 S S G e B B4 B G &4 e b

17 Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day

~ before the end of the month. 5

2/ Includes farm operators doing one or more hours of farm work and members of

T their families working 15 hours or more during the survey week without cash
wages.

3/ Includes all persons doing one or more hours of farm work during the survey

~ week for pay. :
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Agricultural Marketing Service

erators - December 1

Length of farm workday for operators and hired workers,
December 1, 1953, 1954, 1955, and 1956
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EXPTANATIONS 1/

Farm employment estimates of the Agricultural Marketing Service cover persons -

doing. farm work on all farms. Malled questionnaires are received every month

from 20,000 to 25,000 farmers who report the number of persons working on

their farms during the last complete calendar week, ending at least one day

before the end of the month. The Census of Agriculture and interview surveys
" of farmers are used to provide bench mark data on employment.

. A1l farm operators who spend one hour or more during the survey week at farm
- work, chores, or in the transaction of farm business are counted as employed.
" Members of the operator's family or household doing unpaid farm work or:

chores are counted if they put in 15 hours or more during the week. Operators
. plus unpaid members of their families or households who meet these criteria
- are called family workers. All persons doing one or more hours of farm work
@.or chores for pay during the week are»counted as hired workers.

The data on farm employment published by the Agricultural Marketing Service
differ from those on agricultural employment of the Census in the Monthly Re-
.port on the Labor Force because of the differences in the method of approach
in concepts of employment, and in time of the month for which data are col-
“lected. The AMS collects information from the farmer on all persons working
on his farm during the week regardless of age, or other jobs held by these
. workers. The Census data are obtained by interview from about 35,000 farm
-and nonfarm households on the labor force status of the household members 1l
. years of age and over, for the week including the 12th of the month. In addi-
tion, both series are subject to sampling variation and may differ from the
"~ results of a complete census. :

.Wage rates =are reported quarterly by the same sample of farm operators that
reports .employment. The farmer is asked to report average wage rates being
" paid "at this time" in his locality. .-

1/ Additional information available in January 1958 issue of Farm Labor.
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