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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

"ashington, D.C. (3{1{5 August 15,, 1945

FARM ELPLOYMENT DOVWY
LESS THAY USUAL DURING JULY
/

For the first time since February 1944, farm employment on the first of the
current month did not show a decrease from the same date a year earlier. The
nunber of persons employed on farms August 1 totaled 10,612,000, about the same
as a year ago but 8 percent below the nre-war (1935-39) average. Increases

in family workers were more than sufficient to offset a decrease in the number
of hired vorkers. This leveling off of the dowmward trend of persons employed
on farms may be temporary, but with present war conditions pointing to an early
release of substantial numbers of war workers plus the stepned up tempo of army
releases, it is possible that the declining trend in number of workers ermloyed
on farms may soon be halted.

Total farm employment of 10,612,000 on the first of this month was nearly a

half million less than on July 1. Ordinarily, the decline amounts to around
750,000 persons during the month. This year, the usual between-seasons lull

in farm activities in the South was again responsible for the decrease fronm

Tuly 1 to August 1. However, in the Pacific and hountain States, employment

rose ofter July 1 to meet harvest needs. In the Eastern and ¥orth Central Sectioms
of the country, more workers were also employed. Cool, rainy snring weather
t1ifted harvest to later than usual dates in the North Central States, while
hervy rains during most of July piled un a heavy work load around the first of
August in the Northeast. Compared to a month ago, more persons were working on
farms around August linell except the South Atlentic and the South Central States.

Fewer family workers were employed on the first of August than around July 1,

as shown by emnloyment of 7,970,000 this month and 8,556,000 last month. TFamily
employment was lower than last month in all except the New England, East Forth
Central, Mountain, and Pacific States. Employment increased in all of these
regions excent the Pacific States vhich showed no change. Yamily employment .
this August 1 wes slightly higher than the 7,914,000 a year easrlier. Increases
vere gencral, with only the Middle Atlantic, Bast South Centrel and Pacific States
showing small cecreases from last year.

The number of hired workers on farms'increased from 2,544,000 nersons to 2,342,000
during July, but did not reach the August 1, 1944 total of 2,694,000. Hired
worker numbers increased from a.month Ago in all sections of the country except

0 the South, wherecotton was laid by but not yet realy for nicking. Decreases
from a year ago in the Yest North Central, thc South Atlantic, »nd the South
Central States were responsible for the decrcnse from last year in the total
Mumber of hired workers, as all other areas were up -
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Total farm employment in the New England States rose from 277,000 workers on-"
July 1 to 301,000 on August 1. Frequent heavy reins ¢uring July delayed farm
work gencrally. Farmers were using all availablc help to take full advantage
of working wcather. As a result, thc number of workers employed ardound Augtst 1
was 12,000 greater than the 289,000 a yéar earlior.

Both family and hired workers on August 1 cxceded the number employed last month
and last year. TFamily workers, estimated at 176,000 showed -increases of 1,000
from a month ago and 7,000 from a year ago. Hired worker numbers were un 5,000
from a year ago and 23,000 from last month, to reach 12%,000.

Farm work in the 1iiddle Atlantic States was also delayed by heavy rains in July.
Some improvement in weather conditions late in July permitted fuller emnloymentn
as the number of 01l workers wes incressed from 734,000 on July 1 to 762,000
arcund August 1. The increase over August 1, 1944 amdunted to 19,000 workers.
The number of family workers around August 1, 2t 457,000 was 4,000 under July 1,
and 6,000 less thon a year earlier. The hired wotker total of 305,000 on
August 1 was well above both the 273,00C of July 1 and the 230,000 of August 1944,

In New York, weather was favorablc for harvest around August 1, except in sois
aress where rain and wet ground still hampered onerations. Hay making was being
pushed along-as rapidly as possible and wheat harvest was underway. Sour cherry
picking was near completion by August i. Truck crop harvest in New Jeérsey had
baen progressing slowly beccuse of wet weather. Potato pickers had become
impatient of del%vys, and growers werc making every effort to hold their labor
supply until weather improved. .

Later than usual hay making and small grain harvest operations in the East North
Central States contributed to o contra-seasonsl increase in total farm employ-
ment from July 1 to August 1. The number of total worlters ifcreascd from
1,462,000 on July.l to 1,528,000 on August 1. The current estimate is also above
the 1,504,000 of August 1 a year ago. Femily employment incressed a little nore
then 2 percent from July 1 to August 1. The August 1 family employment total
this year is 1,220,000, compared with 1,202,000 on the same date last year.
Hired ‘workers on August 1 were up about 14 percent from 'last month and about
2 percent from a year ago. There were 308,000 hired workeérs on August 1, con-

- pared with 269,000 around July 1, end 302,000 a year ago.

Small grain harvest was nbout completed by August 1 in southern sections of
this region, but unfinished in northern Ohio, Indiara, Illincis, and in lichigon
and Visconisn. Hay makinz vas still in preogress in most of the region. Harvest
of esrly meaches had begun in Michigrn and Illinois. In Michigan, some beets
were still being blocked in laote ficlds, ~nd early potato harvest had started
in the Bay City area. ;

Increased numbers of workers hired for small grain harvest in the West North
Central States roised total farm employment from 1,725,000 on Tuly 1 to 1,741,000
on August 1. However, the number of persons worling this yerr is o 1ittle less
than the 1,768,000 onh August 1 a year carlier. ‘A docrcnse fron a month ago of
sbout 2 pecrcent in the number of family woricers was more than offset by an
increase of about 12 percent in the number »7 liired workers. Fomily employment
dropped from 1,447,000 last month to 1,414,500 this month, wbile hired workers
increased in number from 278,000 to 327,000 during July. ‘The August 1 estimate
is slightly greater than the 1,102,000 family workers employed a year earlier:
Hired workers, at 366,000 persons, werc nearly 1l percent fewer.
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progress of enall grain harvest in the West North Central States varicd from near
corrlction in Kansas and Missouri on August 1 to an expected starting date of
ingust 10 in North Dakota. Farvest was generally late., In Kansas, labor was

wmle as harvest was spread over a longer neriod than usual. In South Dakota,
fuen of the hay was being made with power equipment, power swecprzkes and buck-
razce 2nd over-shot and tractor mounted stackers. ’

Mot-1 employment on farms in the South Atlantic States dropped about 10 nercent
reom Tuly 1 to August 1, as cotton cultivation was practicelly completed.

sagnst 1 employment was 1,922,000 nersons, compared to 2,147,000 last month, cnd
1,762,000 last year. Both the number of family workers and the mumber of hired
worlcrs were less than a month ago; femily workers were down 185,000 to 1,518,00C.
eri hired workers down 40,000 to 404,000. The family worker ecstimate is nearly
t=: some as for August last year and the hired worker total 10 percent less.

tarvest of flue-cured tobacco was off to o slow start in Virginias Wet weather
in castern Horth Carolina was interferings with tobacco harvest. In many plcces,
th» eround was so soft that tobocco had to be carried from the fieldson the bocks
of thz workers. In Gecrgia, little field work was in nrogress except in the
tobrcco area. Peaches were still being harvestcd in South Carolins and harvest
vas in »rogress as far north as northern Virginis ond the northeastern part of
Yest Virgicia.

The Erst South Central States showed the grertest decrease from a month ago in
totr1 employment, 20 percent. Persons working on forms numbered 1,<08,CCC on
iugust 1, compared with 1,759,000 on July 1. The number of family workers
declined o little over 20 percent during July to 1,224,000, while hired worker
totr1s declirned about 14 percent to 134,000. The number of fanily workers on
auzust 1 was down slightly from the 1,239,000 ncrsons o year earlier. The runber
of hircd hends also decreased slightly fror the 193,000 of august a year 250

™ . . . - - .
Yorn workk in this region wrs generrlly well in hond. However, excessive raln
in gsonc areans prevented field work.

Persons employed on farms in the West South Centrnl States totaled 1,723,0C0

on avgust 1, o decrease of adout 8 percent from the 1,879,000 of the previous
nonth. The nunbers of both fariily and hired workers were less than o month
carlicr; frrily workers down 112,000 %o 1,329,000, and hired workers down -=,2C0
to 39%,000. Last yvear, total emmloyment c¢f 1,718,000 on August 1 was naZe up

of 1,208,000 fanily workers snd 20,000 hirnd workers. The decrense in the
mnber of hired workers was nbout offset »y the incressc in the number of
vorkers.

Hrrvest of the peach crop in the Nashwille-Fighland area of Arkansas was using
conc of the lsbor employed around the first of August. In Oklchone, denends

vere for hay honds, broon corn harvesters, workers for threshing crews, and

tractor operators for plowing stubtle land. In Texas, cotton »icking wes well
underway in southern counties. Plowing of stubble fields wre in vrogress, as was
the harvest of the "farn" crcp of groin sorghuns in the icrchern pert of the Stat

Totel cnployricnt in the llountain Stotes advenced seasonally from 43,000 o nonth
280 to 500,000 ~round august 1. Both fanily and hired workers figured in this
lncrease. The nunber of fanily workers increased from 282,000 to 322,000 ond
hired workers fron 161,000 to 178,M00. In cormparison with the 491,000 vorkers

& Yyear eorlier, August 1 total omployment is 9,000 persons grester. The
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increase was practicslly all in the number of family workers, as the number
of hired workers was only 1,000 greater on August 1 this year.

H.y noking, snall grain hervest ~nd the irrigotion of crops were general over
nost of the Mountain States In Montana, dry pea picking had startdd in Flat-
hcad County ond cherry picl 1ng wns in full siving in Lake County. Hoeing of
beans, pototoes, end beets wes keeping part of the farm workers busy in Idaho
wvhilo in the scuthwestern part of the State, carly potatoes were beinz dug.

. apricot picking was 'starting in Utah and labor requirements for fruit harvest

were expected to be heavy for the rest of the season.

Farn employment‘on'August 1 in the 2acific States totaled 727,000 nersons,
compared to 674,000 a month earlier, and 701,000 a year ecrlier, The number
of frmily workers at 310,000 wes the sane s on July 1, but 6,000 under the
316,000 of the ‘previous August. Flred workers, at -}17,000 were alnost 15 per-

cent nore than the 364,000 of Julyl, and about 8 percent obove the 385,000 on
August 1, 1944.

Horvest of cane berries ~nd truck croos utilized the time of a cbnsidercble
number of seasonal workers in Washington. Hay naking, combining of whecat, and
the cultivation of row crops were also drawing on the labor supply. In the
centrel Weshington irrigated districts, harvest of o large potato crop was
expected to require a large nunber of workers shortly after the first of August.
In Oregon, harvest of the mid-season potato crop was at its péak’ in Malheur
County sbout August 1. Activities in Cslifornia requiring large number's of
seasoncl workers were: citrus harvest in southern Colifornia; picking, packing
and drying opricots; harvest of early mecrches, pears, plums and early apples;
harvest of potatoes, market tonrtoes, lettuce, carrots and other conmercial
vegetables, c1falfa hay cuiting ond balline; and groin harvest
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Farm employment 1ndexes and related data, United States, August 1, 1945
with confparlsons

____—_——_——____—_——--__—.—

-----

TARM EMPL OY\{EN'I‘(thousands of persons)x :,
POtoleeasee oasoacncannasessssssaesle, 052 11 515 10,508 :.11,1Q0 10,612
Family 1abOTeeeeecencsancocccacsmant 9,160 8,532 7,914 . 8,556 7,970
Hired 1a00r..eeseccerccaoasasnns .eaf 2,892 2,983 2,594 2,544 2,642

¥FiRM EMPLOYMENT INDEXES:

Total : .- cae
Unadjustedsseeveceaeennns ceceneeal 100 91 88 92 88
Adjusted for <easonal variation.,: 100 91 g2 20 83

Family labor .7 .
Unadjustedaeeesionnanss P T (014 o1 86 ‘93 8m
Adjusted for seasonal vsriation..: 100 91 g4 83 . 85

Hired lebor ¢ e
Unadjusted..eeeeenesenn. B S (00 S < i) 93 88 91
Adjusted for seasonal varlatmn. ot 1006 89 76 ’ : . .69 w5

RELATED INDEXES : i .

Prices received by farmers 1/ + 100 107 1e2 7 206 2/ 206

Ratio of prices received to farm I
WOZe Tatese..e... B S (s]0) 91 _— 57 -

— e e e e e e e e e e e - - o — —

2/ July 15, 1945 ~ latest data available,

Bared on repoxts from 17,481 farmers.
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Farm employment, United States and geographic Aivisions
August 1, 1945 with comparisons

TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT

T T T T TS SR s e e e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e = e e e = - - - —— —— — —— —

! August ¢ : : H
Geographic T average : July 1, : August 1, : July 1, Aazast 1,
— — -S8ivision _ _ : 1935-39 3 _ 1944 _;_ _ 1944 _ _ ; _ 1945 _ ; _ _ 1945 _
¢+ 1,000's 1,000's _ 1,000's 1,000's 1,0C0's

Tnited Stateseeee...?t 11,515 11,355 . 10,608 11,100 10,612
New England..eeecess 297 268 289 277 301

"Middle Atlantic....: 732 " 710 743 724 762
East North Central.: 1,635 1,515 1,504 1,462 1,528
West North Central.: 1,891 1,787 1,768 1,725 1,741
South Atlantic.....: 2,305 2,197 ‘ 1,962 2,147 1,922
Fast South Central.: 1,669 1,754 1,472 1,759 1,408
West South Central.: 1,855 1,985 1,718 ‘ 1,879 1,723
Mountain.ieeeeeenons : 502 465 491 . 4473 500

_PacificCeesssveeseses _ 629 _ _ _ 874 _ _ _ _ _ 701 _ _ 674 _ _ _ _ 727

FAMILY WORKERS 1/

United States.......: 8,532 8,623 7,914 8,556 7,970
New Englandeeeees.o? 178 163 169 175 ' 176
Middle Atlantic....: 457 434 463 461 457
East North Central.: 1,223 1,202 1,202 1,193 1,220
West North Central.: 1,422 1,459 1,402 1,447 1,414
South AtlanticCevees? 1,772 1,735 1,511 . 1,703 1,.518
East South Central,: 1,425 1,520 1,239 1,544 1,224
Test South Central,: 1,410 1,485 1,298 1,441 1,329
Mountaineie.eeceesoa? 309 290 314 282 322
PacifiCecseseneoesat 336 315 316 310 210

HIRED WORKERS

United Stateseeese.! 2,983 2,732 2,694 2,544 2,642
New Znglendeeeeee.. : 119 105 120 102 125
Middle "Atlantic....: 275 256 280 273 305
Bast North Central.: 412 313 302 269 308e
West North Central.: 4¢€9 228 366 278 227
South AtlanticCe....? SICH 462 451 444 404
East South Central.: 244 234 1972 £15 184
West South Central.: 445 500 420 4328 %94
Mountainesveeosoonas 193 175 v 177 161 178

Pacificesseeieienees 298 _ 289 _ _ _ _ _ 25 _ 64 _ 417 _

l/ Including farm operators and members of their families working withcut wages.

Based on reports from 17,481 farmers who revorted for trcir onvn farms the number
of family and hired workers doing 2 or more drys of worl »-ina thc week of
inquiry.



/

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULZCURE
Baremaof Agrisultural Economics

Farm employment; Hired, family znd total lsber, Urited States,
specified anmial aver-~ges and by months, Jamary 1944 to Mngust 1945 1/

,_._—-_..-__.-_-—-——.—n—o—-——.—_——-—————.——————-—-———--—-—r——-—

Tear S Total _ : H
and H farm : Femily : Hired
_ _month_ _ _ _ _ i _ _employment _ _:__ _ _ workers 2/ _:__ _ workers _ _ .
) :  1,000's 1,0001s 1,000's
1910el4 average H 12,052 9,160 2,892
193539 average 10,920 8,352 2,567
1939 average : 10,740 g,145 2,595
1940 aversge H 10,585 8,01¢ 2,556
1941 average : 10,361 7,829 2,522
1942 average : 10,397 7,855 2,542
1943 =zverage : 10,263 7,857 2,406 e
1944 overage : 10,037 7,810 2,227
Jamaary 1 ° H 8,202 6,622 1,580
February 1 : ‘8,383 6,702 1,681
March 1 H 8,566< 6,93% 1,627
April 1 : 9,080 7,401 1,672
May 1 H 10,068 8,079 1,989
June 1 : 11,285 8,845 2,440
July 1 H 11,355 8,623 2,732
Aigast 1 : 10,608 7,914 2,694
September 1 : 11,040 8,227 2,817
October 1 : 11,839 8,928 2,911
November 1 : 10,690 8,168 2,522
December 1 H 9,337 7,289 2,048
1945 overage & w e T TT oSS I T T T TTTooT T T T
Jamaary 1 : 8,005 6,571 1,474
February 1 : 8,051 6,557 1,494
Merch 1 ' 8,414 6,894 . 1,520
April 1 : 8,982 7,322 1,660
May 1 ' 10,017 8,152 1,864
June 1 H 10,994 8,637 2,357
July 1 : 11,100 8,556 2,544
Auzust 1 : 10,612 7,970 2,642

- — — — -— - —
— — o o — - - — — - e e e - - - = - o - e - e - -

1/ Anmal averages are straight averages of first of month employment estimates,

2/ Includes farm operators and members of their families working without wages,
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“Farm Employment by Type of Farmiug Areas 1/: Total Number of Persons Employed
on the First of Bach Month and Index Hurpers January 1944 to Date g/

— e e et b e et e e ew m e e S e . e e Sa mew e e e Ve Smem e e mae e e S S g

Zear :_ _ _ _ _ _ Corr_Area _ _ _ _ _ — il Dbu~Bastern Dairy Avea

~ad : : i_ _ _ Index 3/ _: J:, pv b - ;ix__ Index 3/

~oath :Fanily:Hired:Total:Family:Hired: Total: Family: Hired: Tosel: Family:Hired: Total -

1924 ¢ 000 NGO ﬂoo - . _ .t 000 00C 00D T
Tsn. : 892 152 1,044 79 38 68 1 456 7145~ 01 71 43 6l
_Teb. : 385 158 ‘1,043 78 39 68 :  455,.167 622 71 49 64
ar. 1 909 147 1,056 80 37 69 : - 4B8. 166 624 72 49 &4
Apr. : 945 163 1,108 @4 41 72 ¢ T 48 14 656 - 75 51 €7
i'ay : 982 4/204 1,186 g7 51 77 @ 4BX~'509 £93 76 g2 T
Jare :1,038 223 1,271 S2 58 83 : 49§ @7 722 77 67 74
July :1,014 264 1,278 S0 65 Z : 580 &2 832 83 89, 85
Aug. :1,015 250 1,265 90 62 83 547 ' 334  '881 86 98 N

Sept.:1,014 237 1,251 90 59 82 536 ' 292 828 84 86 85
Oct. :1,001 210 1,211 89 52 79 : B0Y 290 799 e0 85 €2
Tov. :1,019 217 1,236 90 54 81 : 489° 227 716 77 67 A
Dec. : 942 196 1,138 83 49 74 1 473 207 630 74 6L M
1545 ¢ : ) ‘ .
Jan. : 889 130 1,019 79 32 66 : 444" 150 594 69 44 6L
Feb. : 862 138 1,000 76 4 65 : 444 133 582 70 44 ' 59
far. ¢ 918 132 1,050 81 33 68 : 454 158 612 71 47 €3
Apr. : 959 156 1,115 85 39 73 : 436 174 660 75 BlL €7
Fay : 992 177 1,169 88 24 76 : 488 205 693 76 60 N
fune :1,035 206 1,241 92 B1 81 : 49C 250 ~-740 77 14 76
Tuly :1,017 231 1,243 90 57 81 : 548 714 862 86 93 88
Aug. $1,027 251 1,268 9z 62 84 550 3F9 ' 209 8F 106 93
_ L. __ Western Dairy Area _ _ _ _ _ i _ _. __ Middle Eastern Afea __,
194k 1, ! ) !
"Jan. ; 605 116 721 84 52 77 v 1,195 207 1,402 78 19 68
Teh. t 607 128 735 - 84 58 78 : 1,232 287 1,450 74 53 70
Mar. : ' 619 115 73« &6 E2 78 : 1,240 225 1,465 76 53 71
Apr. @ 653 120 773 91 B4 82 : 1,302 210 ‘1,512 79 49 73
lay ' 690 144 834 96 65 85 : 1,235 245 1,680 87 58 8l
June : 722 154 876  1n0 69 93 : 1,625 263 1,888 99 - 62 9l
July : 751 179 930 104. 80 929 : 1,609 277 ‘1,88 98 €5 Ol
Aus. : 719 181 900 100 81 96 : 1,463 259 '1,722 89 61 63
Sent.: 692 174 856 96 78 92 : 1,493 310 *1,803 91 73 &7
Oct. + 690 179 859 .96 80 92 : 1,600 228 71,928 97 77 93
Tov. : 086 150 836 95 67 8% : 1,157 269 1,726 89 63 82 .
Dec. : 669 124 793 03 56 84 : 1,316 245°1,562 80  58. 76
1915 ' : - ,
Tan. 609 103 712 85 46 76 : 1,175 198 1,373 72 47 C6
Teh. ¢ 595 110 705 83 46 75 : 1,173 1g§7 1,360 71 44 6
Mar. : A31 103 734 ge 5 78 : 1,245 187 1,432 76 44 69
Anr. t 653 112 755 o1 50 81 : 1,279 209 1,488 78 49 72
llay : 682 128 810 95 58 86 : 1,434 221 1,655 87 52 @ &U
June : 705 128 847 o8 62 089 : 1,551 256 1,e17 95 60 €3
Tuly & 739 144 883 103 65 94 : 1,578 258 1,836 96 61 v
Aag. @ 717 175 892 100 79 95 i 1,470 252 1,722 89 59 83

._._._....._._.-—-—....__....__._—.-—_———_———-————.——.—-————-..—--—

Continued -~
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Farm employment by type of.fg:qigg.aregs_l/; Tqtal number of persons enployed
on the first of each monthk and “i"ndn{rx numb'erg‘.‘fanuary 1944 to Date _Z_J-Continuet )

o e e e e - e e A em e e e = e e e e g g e e - — e - m— e e g == e w
-

Year i _ — — — Eastern Cotton Area  _ _ _:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Delta Cotton Area _ _ _
and ¢ : :. s_ _ Index 3/ _ _: s : :_ _ Index 3/_ _ _
imonth;Family: Hired:Total;Family:Hired:J ‘amily:Hired:Total:Family;Hired:Total

1944 : 000 000 000 : : 1 000. "000. 000" : ‘

24 108 852 68 43 63

Jen. : 650 ‘188 838 .:46:. - 60 48 : 7 ] :
79 133 912 71 53 68

® oo oo e v

Feb, ¢ 685 226 911 49 72 63

Mer, ¢ 732 225 957 52 72 b6 801 127 928 73 50 69
spr. ¢ 829 203 1,032 59 65 60 : 877 130 1,007 80 52 75
nay 1,037 257 1,294 74 82 75 :1,020 142 1,162 94 56 a7
June :1,184 363 1,547 84 115 90 :1,168 212 1,380 107 84 103
July :1,063 295 1,358 75 94 79 :1,090 235 1,325 100 93 99
Auge ¢ 827 286 1,113 59 91 #$65: 910 200 1,110 84 79 83

Septes 271 326 1,297 69 104 75 : 972 174 1,146 &9 69 85
Octs 31,303 406 1,709 93 129 99 :1,288 402 1,690 118 159 126
Nove $1,045 363 1,408 74 115 82 :1,060 309 "1,39 97 122 102

Dec, : 742 197 939 53 62 54 : 892 246 1,139 82 97 85
1945 ¢ :
Jan, 3 625 159 784 44 51 46 : 745 97 842 68 38 63
Feb, : 622 173 795 44 55 ‘46 ¢ 752 12¢ 880 69 51 66
Mar, : 698 199 897 50 63 52 : 749 105 834 69 41 64
spre ¢ 820 215 1,h35 58 68 60 ; 843 128 971 77 51 72
May 31,028 258 1,296 74 82 75 ;1,056 126 1,192 97 54 89
Jane $1,152 326 1,488 82 107 86 :1,17%0 216 1,246 104 86 100
July :1,062 286 1,348 75 91 78 :1,119 240 1,359 103 95 101
Auge 1 815 253 1,068 58 80 " 627, 941 167 1,108 88 66 83
I__i____E%W@Q@@k@@----i_-_‘_ﬂdL@%kM@“ _____
344
Jan, 1 660 224 884 68 89 73 s 519 75 594 85 41 75
Feb, § 622 190 822 66 76 68 : 515 78 593. 84 43 75
Mer, y 688 171 . 859 71 68 71 3 537 69 606 88 28 76
dpry ¢ 740 195 ° 915 77 70 75 54 74 638 92 4 8D
bay 3 809 | 230 1,039 84 92 86 : 586 105 691 96 58 8y
June : 898 ‘274 1,172 93 109 97 : 627 134 761 102 74 96
July - 890 240 1,230 92 136 101 : 633 164 797 102 91 1090
ge 1 768 278 1,046 80 111 86 : 624 189 823 103 104 104
Septe: 819 289 1,108 85 115 91 627 222 849 102 123 107
Octs s 909 264 1,173 94 105 97 : 593 165 758 97 106 95
Nov, 3 830 303 1,133 86 121 93 : 581 129 710 95 71 89
lgzg. ¢ 745 293 1,078 77 117 85 : 550 98 648 90 54 82
H H - ‘
Jane ¢ 639 155 794 66 62 653 528 71 599 86 - 39 75
Feb, ; 665 178 843 69 71 69 ; 827 67 594 86 37 75
Mar, 3 688 198 886 71 79 73 553 65 618 90 36 78
Apre ¢ 730 205 935 76 g2 77 : 573 70 643 93 39 81
May 3 83 205 1,036 86 82 85 592 91 683 97 50 86
June : 882 280 1,162 92 112 96 3 626 121 747 102 67 94
July :+ 8328 262 1,100 87 105 91 : 629 139 768 103 77 97

769 271 1,040 80 108 8

- e -
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Farm Employment by Type of Farning Avene 1fs .Total Funber-of Persons: Enpléyed /
on the First of Each Honth' and Index I'ambers- Jenuary -1944 to. Date 2/-Continued

T e e, e e e e me e e e s e e e e e s e el e

— e e e e e - v — Gt e — o e, —

Year: _ _ _ ' _ Range Area _ I _ RN SRS Northwestern Area: _ .. i -,
and ¢ t : t_ _Index 3! _ . _: : : t_ . . Index  3/: __7‘-"
month: Family: Hired: potal: Family: Hizeds Total: Femily: Hired: Total: Family: Eired: Totel
1944 : 000 Q00 (OO * 1 000 000 000 C
Jan.: 167 64 231 110 63 ‘92 : 186 45 231 117 58 .97
Feb.: 175 56 231 116 55 82 i 194 43 237 122 55 - 100
llar 180 65 245 . 119 6497 1 194 44 238 122 56 100

Anr.: 190 60 250 126 59 - + 99
o192 76 272 127 75 108

203 48 251 128 62, 106
: 207 55 286 130 76, 112
June: 213 104 317 141 103 126 : 218 87 305 137 112 2129
July: 134 107 291 122 106 115 : 206 156 335 130 204 154
Aug.: 199 116 315 132 115 125 : 218 19¢ 417 137 2556 176
Seti.: 208 120 328 138 119 130 212 201 44 182 258 . :187.
Oct.: 19& 105 299 128 104 118 : 202 138 340 127 177 143
Nov.: 1895 86 275 125 85 109 : 199 117 316 125 150 .133

e oo oo e se o o

¢ eo oo ve e

Dec.: 182 71 263 120 70 100 : 197 70 267 124\ 90 113
1945 ¢ g : .

Jan.: 168 83 28 111 62 92 : 186 40 226 117 5L .9
Feb.: 172 B3 225 114 52 89 : 197 32 236 124 50 100
Mar.: 179 £ 251 118 71 99 : 198 37 23 125 &7, 99
Apr.: 182 69 251 120 &8 99 : 204 46 250 128 59, ;105
May : 188 76 264 124 75 105 : 216 57 273 136 78 115
June: 200 114 314 132 113 124 : 220 51 301 138 104 127

July: 169 107 276 112 106 109 : 206 157 - 363 120 201 153
Aug.: 204 11€ - 320 135 115 127 : 214 1e7 411 . 135 253" 173

._—-—...-.—.—._.—_._—_—.._.___._.._.—-—.—_.—._..___..__.._........_..._..._._._.-——r—-

1/ Corn Area: Ohio, Indiara, Illincis, ernd Iowa; Bastern Dalry Area: Tlew Hamnshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Cornecticut, New York and Pennsylvacia; Westera Dairy =
Area: Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota; Middle Eastern Area; -Maryland, ; .
Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky and Tennessee; Eastern Cotton
Area: South Carolina, Georgis and Alabama; Delta Cotton Area: Hississippi.,
Arkansas, and Louisiana; Western Cotton Area: Oklahoma and Texas; Small Grains
Area: YNorth Dakota, South Dakota, llebraska, Karsas and Montena; Range Areas’
Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizonra, Utah and Nevada; Northwestern Area:
Washington, Oregon and Idaho. . ‘ Y
2/ Includes farm onerstors and members of their families doing farm work wit;'ho:at
Wages. ) -
3/ 1910-14 = 100.

4/ Torrected.
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Px;eliminary Results from Surveys of Farm Wage Rater in
Specisl Crop Areas of North Carclina

yorta Carolina Peaches: Workers in the Mongtomery-Mobre County area eerned an
ZEE;ée of 42.4 cents per npur for picking peaches. Thece are preliminary results
from & special emumerative szuple survey made by the Buresu of Agricultural
. geonomics during the pesk harvest week of July 15-21. Loaders earned an average
ipf 44 conts per hour, haulers 43 cents, graders 39 cents and packers 45 cernts,.
fourly rotes for pickers averaged 42 cents; this type of payment was used in

90 percent of the cases. Pickeres employed on a piecewerk basis averaged 11 cents
per bushel end picked 4.6 bushels of peaches ver hour with average earnings of

50 cents per hour. The very few pickers hired by the day also sveraged 50 cents
per hour, TYorkers for all operations other than picking were pzid at hourly retes.
Peach horvest laborers worked 47 hours for the week of the curvey =nd averaged

g.4 aours per day for 5.6 days. Daily earnings averaged $3.60 and weekly earnings
$20,20 on the farms surveyed.

vorth Carolina Potatoes, (farm survey): Potato pickers in the Flizabeth City

srea were paid 6.5 cents per bushel during the week of June 3-9, a peak weelk of
hervest, These-are prelinminary results from a specis} enumerative sample survey
of fzrm onerators made by the Bureau of Agricultursl Economics. Hired workers on
the farms covered by the enumeratior worked zn aversge of 7.7 hours per dcy for .
2.5 days, a total of 20 hours per farm during the week covered by the survey. -.
The average cash earnings for all potato harvest workers, excluding grader:, were
75 cents per hour and $5.90 per day. ZEarnings for the 2.5-dsy week averaged
814,90, Thkis probably represents only a portion of the total weekly earningse .
Since the survey covered only employment cn the reporting farme during the week,,
some of the hired workers may have worked on other farms in the same week.

The msjority of the hired workers were women 2nd children. Less th=n 25 percent
of all workcre were men sged 18-44. TLocal potato pickers working individually,
on a piccework basis, earned 51 cents per hour while emvloyed, compared with
earnings nl 86 cents per hour for pickers working in crews., Crews includcd both
mgratory and local workers, largely males. Both loc2l and migratory labor were.
Paid the same viecework rate, but local worked handled a smaller volume per heur,
¥igratory workers were "professional! harvest laborers, with a larger proportion
of men 13-41 than local workers.

lorth Carclina Potatoes, (comp survey): 1In crew- composed solely of migratory
rorkers,in the Elizabeth City area the individual workers averaged hourly earnings
of 78 ccnts For picking potatoe=, 70 cents for loading and 72 cents for grading. -
fuing the week of June 3-9, according to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics.
These arc Preliminary results from a special enumerstive sarple survey of

Workers housed in Labor Supply Centers of the United States Department of Agri-
culturc, Pickers were paid an average of 6.5 cents per bushel, while loaders
?ﬁ.graders were paid by the hour. Three-fourths of the workers had average .
hourly earnings of 50 to 90 cents. Laborers surveyed vorked 8.3 hours per day.
end 4,6 days for the week, with daily earninss averaging $6.30 ond weekly
ﬂwgings $29.00, These earnings represent average total cash earnings for the
fntire week, Workers housed in Labor Supply Centers were usually "professionall.
harvest hands from Florida. Slightly more than 50 percent of the workers
Surveyed were men 18-44 years of age.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Buresu of Agricultural Economics

Foreign Workers and -prisoners of war emoloyed in agriculture about August 1945

H : ¢ Newfound- : Prisoners: ‘
State :Mexicans 1/3Jamaicang )./;Bahamains_1/:_landers_1/: - of war 2/ _Total _ _

e Nl T e P b T e e M e Ve - — e e e

Maine 212 © 93 ' 305

N. H. 41 70 . 111

Vt. ¢ 153 3/ 215
Mass. 3 . 362 ‘ .75 175 612

E' I. M 14 14
_(‘iol.ln.!.}.. ________ 2 J_6&1_._—________;0§__-__L____-.2,"?_47-.__‘
Ne Y. 3 2,072 316 1,155 . 4,343

Ne J. 3 1,758 6 80 830 2,724
Ba. _ 1. _ ____ ___ %60 _ o 87 285 _ - 1,002 . _ _
Ohio 1,271 519 1,790

Ind. 205 317 2 667 1,191

111, 538 643 19 gs2 - 2,062
Mich, : 3,129 604 1,548 5,281 °
Wise_ 2 _ 2,021 _ _ 1,766 _ _ _ _ 30 o 2,580_ _ _ 5,407 _ __
Minn, ¢ 1,027 5 274 1,3C6

Iowa 1,467 766 918 3,151

M,Ov H . 143 2, 336 2.'}79 N
N.Dak.: 1,182 1,182
S.Dak. 573 573
Nebr, ¢ 1,191 2,065 z,256
Kenss 3 _ _ _97_ _ _ _ 285 _ _ _ _ o e - - 1,608 _ _ _1,930_ _ _
Del. ¢ 434 343 13 647 1,437

M. ¢ 1,297 843 17 2,705 4,262

Va. 1,061 - 1,235 2,296

W. Va.: : 147 147

¥, Cu 3 1,171 : 1,925 3,096

S; C. ¢ - 1,087 1,087 -

Ga. 2,045 2,045
Flae & _ _ _ _ 1 _ _ 2,141 1,215 _ o 4/ _ 425 _ _ 3,786 _ .
Ky, c18 918
Tenn. : ' 246 o 750 - 996

Ala., 350 380
Misse & . o _ o o e T 2,728_ _ _ 2,728 _ _ .
Ark. 7,098 7,098

La. ¢ 3,979 3,979
Okla. 3 1,539 1, 539
_T,G_J_C_-__ e e e e e e e e e e e e e . e ——————— 4._1,1_9.3.. —_— .4.0.1-.95 — -
Mont, 3,227 2,327 5,654
Idsho 3,401 1,200 4,601

Wyoe 8 405 1,025 1,4%0
Colo. 1,926 99 2,411 4,436’
N.Mex.: 1,549 1,549
Ariz. 1,572 "5 1,233 2,810

Utah 1,046 1,300 2,346

Neve 2 _ _ _818 o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e ——— . __ _8l8 _-_ -
Wash, 5,393 300 5,693
Oreg. 3,730 672 4,402
Calif.: _ 29,629 _ _ 2,693 _ _ _ _ o _ ot ___8,337. _ 38,659 _ .-~
Totel : _ 61,687 _ _ 21,050_ _._ _4,941 _ _ 1,024 _ _ _ _ 66,087 _ _ 154,406 _ - -

1/ As of August 3, data provided by Requirements :nd Certification Division,

" Program Brench, Office of Labor, U.S.D.A. 2/ As of August 2, data provided by
Extension Service, War Food Administration, Washington, D. C. g/ Includes €2
Canadians, 4/ As of July 12. . ~ -
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UNITED, STATES* DEPARTMENT OF AGRICVULTURE
' - Bureait“of Agricultural Economics -

Farm labor placements 1/

state e e e — - -odane o _ :_ _ January 1 to June 30_ _ _ _ _ _

______ s_ _ 23885 _ .3 . _ _ 1944 _ _: _ _ _ 1945 _ _ 3 _ _ 194 _ _
Maine i 697 553 1,124 : 1,085
N. Hs ¢ 708 222 1,199 ‘ 591
Vte ; 557 577 1,189 1,247
Masse - : 853 1,525 1,801 2,712
R. Ie : 8d 72 148 150
Conne _ _ _*_ _ 2,786 _ _ _ _ _ _8% _ _ _ ___"7,019______ 3,917 _ .
Ne Yo : 17,107 . 21,264 .34,571 26,588
N. J, : 7,672, 4,714 12,111 8, %40
Pae _ _ _ ot _ 3,077, _ _ __ 3,88 __ _ __.__53%914_ __.__ 52325 . =
Ohio s 3,626 9,138 9,079 14,440
Ind, : 6,449 6,253 9,458 9,419
Ill. : 5,838 9,204 21,862 21,780
Micha : 14,845 17,360 17,153 31,3269
Fise_ . _ _ 3.7 8.482 _ _ ___ _4,828 _ _ __ _ 13770  _
Minne : 2,071 11,137 7,030 18,270
Iowa : 6,734 4,540 17,413 11,999
Mo, s 5 1,201 2,315 5,902
N. Dake s 2,882 3,793 19,601 28,221
Se Dake : 5,684 1,940 7,125 4,251
Nebre : 11,778 1,775 27,360 6,951
Kanse _ _ 2. _ :3;912 _ _ _ _ _ 10,845 _ _ _ _ _ _ 5,072 _ _ _ _ _ 19,789 _ _,
Del, : 1,730 1, 305 4,391 3,681
Md, 3 20,857 - 16,416 24,360 20,858
Va. : 18,090 4,156 _ 33,783 7,126
W. VTae : 386 590 _ 1,262 1,748
Ne Ce 1 --24;611 25,8328 47,574 34,653
S. Ce : 11,212 6,884 25,922 14,983
Ga. : 14,326 16, 380 50, 327 32,378
Flae _ __ _3_ _ 2,742 _ _ _ 6,45 _ _ __ __ 22>§8§ _____ 6é,§9_4_ —_——
Ky, H 8,299 5,247 21,433 17,233
Tenn, 2 20,357 8,056 79,056 47,513
Ala, : 1,403 2,119 16,391 10,639
Misse _ _ _8_ _ 154999 _ _ _ _ _ 8,459 _ _ _ _ _ _ 64,275 _ _ _ _ _ 18,687  _ _
Ark, 3 64,474 73,307 146,245 120,855
Las : 9,254 7,642 31,279 25,046

" Oklae : 27,025 27,632 8¢,888 47,620
TeXe ... _ _:_ _ 88,€18 _ _ _ _ _ 58,978 _ _ _ _ _ 156,369 _ _ _ _ _ 83,613 _ _
Mont., : 15,481 1,793 21,564 5,753
Idaho : 52,055 31,931 74,837 47,579
Wyo. : 1,371 1,178 2,903 2,711
Colo. s 17,527 8,222 28,437 14,474
N. Mex, : 4,587 6,877 . 22,395 16,592
Arigz, : 2,611 1,914 37,181 19, 390
Utah. : 29,121 14,493 24,143 17,731
Neve _ _ s _ .88l _ _ _ __ _998 _ _ _ _ _ _2,266 _ _ _ _ _ _ 2,764 _ _
Wash, : 41,889 37,548 82, 358 53,672
Oreg, : 8,272 76,869 27,292 45,734
Calif,  _ _3_ _ 87,356_ _ _ _ _ _ 69,273 _ _ _ _ _ 277,965 _ _ _ _ _ 225,723 _ _
Total _ _ ;640,871 _ _ _ _ 599,476 _ _ _ _ 1,645,976 _ _ _ _1,239,896 _

1/ Data from monthly reports of Extension Farm Labor Program, Extension Service,
UeSeDeA., Washington,D.C. 2/ As of August 2, data provided by Extension
Service, U,S.D.A., Washington,D.C. 3/ As of Jauly 12,
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