UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT CF AGRICULTURE
Agriculturel Msrketing Service

FARM LABOR REPORT i?
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FARM EMPLOYMENT DCWN
SLIGHTLY FROM YEAR AGO

Employment on farms throughout the nited Statec incre=sed a little more
then usual Guring May, the U.S. Departmen® of Asriculture revorted today. 3But
the total number of persons sc emvloyed on tize Tirst of June was nearly a quarter
of a million fewer than on June 1 last year. Unusual weather ccntributed in part
to this siturtion, according to the Department, wi*h lonrer hoire ard increased
efficiency alsc plaving a role in the distribuition and utilization of agricul-
tural workers throughout *he country.

Reports from 22,509 correspondents indicated thot 11,642,000 persons were
working on frrus on June 1, 1941. This was an increase of 890,000 farm workers
over a month earlier but 247,000 less thon a yerr ngo. The decline from June 1,
140 was confined entirely to family workers (urnpaid fomily workere cni farm
operators), confirming earlier indications that hired hands lost to the draft
and nonegricultursl industries had been revlaced, in part, from the ranks of un—
pard family workers. The number of hired workers emploved on June 1 was 96 per-

cent of the 1910-14 average, compared with 24 a month earlier erd 96 o year ago.

WET WasT: DRY EAST

The wenther pattern for the nation meterirllv altered ferm labor require-
mente and the genersl character of farm operrtions during the week including
fune 1. Hervy rains fell rnther generally in the Test Central States with from
¢ to 4 inches of precipitotion recorded in nany varts of these regions. Rains
delayed the hervesting of vheat, oats, and borley in many areos throughout the

Test South Centrsl States. '"Lodging" of smail grains wa- reported in sone
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scetions, necessitatinz the nuse of binders in locrlitisos vhere o l-rge pnrt of
the groin nsually is cit -nd threshed 7ith cormbines. Txcessive roinfnall in the
Texns-0klanoma Panhandle delaved cotton planting and necessitnted ruch replonting.

In the Test North Centrrl States, corn plenting hrd been completed in most
arers by June 1, bnt much replenting will be rcquired in flooded ficlds in the
erxtremely wet northcastern Ioin., Rain cdel~yed soring plonting some-hat in verts
of Minnesotr, as vell as haying ond the cultiv-~tion of row crops. Sovbe~ns were
being planted in the Corn Belt on June 1; sorshun sceding 7as under oy in the
Plains States; and nlfalfa vas beinz cnt in Nebroska. Farr crplovrent incrersed
to the June 1, 1940 lewv¢l dnring liay of this ye-r 1in the Test North Centrecl
Stotes, but, in view of he-vy rains around the first of the m-nth, f~iled to
reach June 1940 levels in the "est Sruth Ccntral rerion.

Reins also care to the Fost Worth Central Stites during the 7eck ended
June 3, but drought hempercd field work tn some extent farther erst and scuth,
and especinllv fror Vairzinia to slabrme.  Corn wos being cultivated and scybeans
plonted in the East Ncrth Centrel reicn, with borl-v being cut in southern
Iandianc. In the Nertrenst, f-rm —crk wrs ~bout nor—nl, tith pe~ches being thinned
and tobaccc tr-nsplarted in Pennsylvening rov crop cultiv-tion —as under ey in
Mrryland and pea-pickins sterted. Farther south, hovever, the droyght h-~d de-
lnyed soring planting in Virginia; vhile cotton-chrpoing wrs cloved in thc South-
enst. In parts of Kentucky ond Tenncssce, cotton-chopping wns progressing satis-
factorily, however, with tcbacce transplanting hondicopped o little bv dry -reath-
er, and the barlev harvest getting uander vey.

Farm 7ork prozressed rother srtisfoctorilv in the Reocky Mountrin States,

=

and in Southern Crlifernis, but the coatimied roins delryed field 7~rk serevhot
in the Upper S~crarento Vallcev ~nd the Pacific Nerthiest. Sheeo shcoring 7as
progressing favoratly in TWyoning. Formers hnd started tc pl-nt cern, sorghurs,
and berns in Cnlernd-~, wThevc hayn king aler Wrns under  Av. Rnin genernlly delayed
farm =ork in New Mexice, but citrue <kiprents crntimicd frem smie sections of
Arizon~ and the contnleap hnrvest hnd startcd. Bcet thinning nnd fruit spraving
engrged frrn workers in Ut~h.



Reins hinder«d far- —rrk in Id-to ~ni Taskingten, vithk field wcrk veing
delnyed os f-r scuth ~s Horthern Califecrnin., Ire <tr-vb-rry hrrvest crntinued
1in Orezon, anG raspberry picking o2lszo begen in the firet veck »f June. Incre-se-
in ferm eiployment in Scuthern Californis pished June 1 Pacific Coast totrls
somevh~t 2bcve a ye-r earlier, hov-ver, with corn, bosns, rice, ond suzar deele
being planted; cottcn-choppizg continued; aad cherries, berries, ornng T
hoy, and truck croms ere beirz harvested.
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Labor Suvnpl:” Dnwn, Production lirintained

Fariiers have not been asked since 2pril 1 tr repeort cvecifically on the
supply of leber svail-ol~ for ferm vark, bui tae zener-l victure ~f crop pros—
cects Aand agriculturcl oitput, tcgether with oaveilrdle erplovment dats and an
spproisal of the situation by Stzte ofiicials, indic~tee th-t, the drastic re-
duction in the ovailable supply has not created e shrrtage sufficiently grert to
homper preduction, Farmers hove resvonded to the task of rnoiatainine producticn
ir. trhe face of a labvor scarcity, and the necessity o Dv~7ing nigher woge rotes
tn koldl hands on the £arn.

In Mew England, drrught hnd parched pastures scnewhzt by Jure 1, but nilk
bl

prodriction corntinued tc exceed the iC-ve-r averaze for thet dote althcuzh there
wes adight reducticn in the marber of people acturlly emplryed on forms. The

seme situntion prevailed 1in the Middle Atlantic St~te=, vith the letor surply cut
sherply, erployment Go'm slishtly, ond milk procucsicr sbove average, Similar
srtuaticns are reported in the Corn Belt and other secticre cf the country, but
n1lk production is up ratker cererrll-, an ezs vrofictiry mer 100 hers haa
reached nev hi:h levelrn, Current nmeretings ¢f friiss and vezetnbles, as indai-
crted by crrlot revereunt duriny the 2 veelrs ended June 7, mere up obout 3 perceat
over & yeir agc. This is especinliy significont sinc: the laber réguirements for
the hrrresting of these crops are high,

o)

Totel Bnplovment in £11 Industries Higher

There caa be little Aoudt thot the e¢ipply of “crkers in rurel arers has
declined during recent norths, as reports of increases in industriol erployrent
crntinue, The lotest figures available n»re for April with = toatal of 37,617,000
persons rerorted for nonagriculturcl indistries b the 3mre-n of Labor Statistics,
exclusive of those emploved rn Tork Projects £#lrinistr-tica or Naticnal Youth
“dministr-tiern project«, enrallees in Civili~n Corn=er—aticn Corps cmmps, and
membere of the milit~ry and naval forces. Gotal nenes ricalturel employment wre
up nearly two ané three-quarter rillien vorkere fram April 1940, Totel employ—
nent in the United Strtes wre estimated -t 47,857,000 persens for Aoril, or -bout
2,600,000 kigher thra ¢ yoear e-rlicr, afer allowing for the slizht decline in
Persons vorking on forne,

Th. cffect that incrersed employment in ranufacturing indnetries hag hod
Sn lessening the supplv of farm labor in the Past is shonn by the chart cn page
f« This preeents the énto coliected from crep reporter~ in April of erch yenr
since 1919 without adjustrent for charge~ irn demand. If past relntionchips
820in held, termers vill be faced vith 2 still chorter ledor supolv os the hor-
:iszogi im?ll grain gets i?to fn}l swingr Faine F préba?ly wil% find it necessory
fares Lhqcn—,er hours t? offset the scarcity of 1-bor avrileble Tor the agzricul-

@t vhaoe of the naticnnl defense effort.
Coatinued on page 12
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Farm employment, June 1, 1941, with comparisnons

FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEXZS (1910-14 = 100)

f Apr.1 f May 1 f Jun= 1 f for, 1 f May 1 f June 1
Ttem ‘1940 ' 1940 P o100 P o1941 ¢ 1941 P 124
All farm workers-— :
Unadjusted..................¢ 81 91 99 g1 89 7
Adjusted for sesgonality....: 84 85 BS 24 83 g4
Femily labor- .
Unadjusted.................. : 84 o2 100 83 ¢l ¢
Adjusted for seasonalityv....: 86 86 87 85 85 &4
Hired labor- H
Unadjusted........... ......: 73 37 26 74 4 o5
Adjusted for seasonalitr....: 78 31 81 79 78 gl
Persons employed in the United States, Mayv 1941, with comparisons
Ite f March i Aoril f May f March f April f May
% < T 1940 0 1940 7 1940 . 1941 ; 1841 ¢4l
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T U 1000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,00C'
‘arm employment 1/........... .1 9,435 1,370 11,419 9,241 10,236 11,204
Family WOorKerSeeoevs neeenns : 7,457 2,048 8,771 7,748 7,958 £,r03
Hired workers...............: 1,978& 2,722 2,648 1,993 2,278 2,601
‘onagricultural employment 2f : 34,852 34,827 35,167 27,227 37,617 —--
‘fotal emmlovment ' ............ ¢ 44,287 45,252 46,8582 46,568 47,853 -

1/Average of estimates of farm employment as of the first of the given and the
‘ollowing month,

2/Estimates of the Burcaw of Labor Statistics, U.S.Dept. of Lrbor. Bxcludes
yersons employed on W,P.A, or V.Y.A. projects, enrollees in C.C.C.camps, and
'1litary end naval forces.



Farm employment, United

June 1, 1941, with comnarisons

TOTAL FAR' ElPLOYVENT

States and eengrapric divisions,

.
E)

: June 1,

: Apr.i,

Geographic . Apr.l, : lMaH, : May 1, : June 1,
division 1940 ;1940 1940 1941 1941 1941
*1,000's * 1,000's * 1,000's * 1,000's - 1,000's *1,000's
United States.veceso..t 9,797 10,941 : 11,896 9,714 : 10,739 11,649
ew England....eeev.: 242 253 268 245 248 261
il1ddle Atlantic.....: 583 622 625 578 608 611
East North Central..: 1,418 1,514 1,560 1,417 1,489 : 1,306
West North Central..: 1,590 1,713 1,810 1,586 1,701 : 1,812
South Atlantic......: 1,875 2,157 2,398 1,804 2,091 2,761
East South Central..: 1,575 1,871 2,072 1,521 1,815 1,959
West South Central..: 1,599 1,848 2,139 1,64C 1,813 2,092
Mountain....eeveee.et 412 427 479 429 463 478
Pac1ifiC.ceevenveoesat 503 536 545 494 531 561
FLI'TLY VORERS 1/
nited StateS.vesees..: 7,684 8,411 9,131 7,588 8,332 8,874
Vew England.eeeeesos: 168 164 156 165 166 173
!f1ddle Atlantic.....: 414 420 413 =08 411 411
East North Central..: 1,136 1,167 1,192 1,128 ;. 1,169 : 1,180
West North Central..: 1,286 1,337 1,407 1,276 : 1,330 : 1,391
Seuth Atlantic......: 1,430 1,630 1,834 1,377 1,582 1,815
East South Central..: 1,378 1,630 1,799 1,321 1,587 1,694
West South Central..: 1,285 1,469 1,714 1,30¢ 1,479 1,598
Mountain.eeseeeoecoet 286 285 293 300 300 302
Pacific.ieeveneesenst 301 209 313 301 308 310
HIFSD "ORXERS
United States..eeeesss: 2,113 2,530 2,765 2,129 2,4£27 2,775
New Encland..eeeeses: 74 89 102 80 82 88
Middle Atlantic.....: 169 202 212 17C 197 200
East North Central..: 282 347 368 289 320 326
West North Central..: 304 376 403 310 371 421
South Atlantic......: 445 527 564 427 509 546
East South Central..: 197 241 273 200 228 275
West South Central..: 314 379 425 331 334 494
Mountain..eseeeeeosss 126 142 186 129 ¢ 163 174
PaCifiCieeneeneennnet 202 227 232 193 223 251

——

1/ Including farm operators.

Bascd on reports from 22,509 farmers.
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Farm labor supnly as percentage of normal anril 1, rnd .

Marcle index of ampldyment in nll manufacturing industries,
United States, 1919-41

—_— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e - -

: Supply ' Industrial ]
Year : fpril 1 ¢ emplovment =

___________ o _ _ _ __ _ % _ _ March

: Percent Percent
1919. et et 84.9 101.7
1920, .o i i 72.9 115.€
1921 i i it : 95.8 82.9
1922 . . i ii i e 100.2 85.8
1923, i e : 84.3 104.6
1924, ... : 22,0 101.9
1928, ... o e e 20.5 €9.,2
1026, i i it i i .t cS.7 102.5
1027 et i ittt 91.2 100.9
1028 . e it 9E.8 98.2
1020, i e 94.2 105.4
1930 ittt e : 99.7 7.9
B : 112.¢8 £1.2
1938, v it i e e e : -122.4 70.1
R : 12¢6.7 62.3
1034, .. i e : ©106,F 87.2
5 S .t ©101.8 91.0
1036 . et it i et : 9z,2 c3.°
1937 e it e e ot 87.4 110.1
1938 et iie i : az,0 91.2°
1930 ... e ot oz.0 97.0
1940, . . i e e : 92.0 104.4
1241, ... i : 75.6 119.9

—_— e e e e e e e =T b ek etk e — i e e e e -

1/Annual average 1927%-25 = 100 Buresu of Labor
Statistics.
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East North Central States: Annual averace wage rates, by classes,

1210-41
« Per month : Per rionth ; Per day Per day
Year : with :  without with : without
o _ _ _ __:_voard _: _board _: _board _ ; _ board _
: Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
1910, v iee et : 22,95 31.88 1.24 1.61
191 ... el L. : 22.°7 31,79 1.27 1.62
1912, ..o eutt : 23.93 32.85 1,34 1.71
1913, et 24,57 332,83 1,37 1.75
114, v 24,32 3%.63 1.33 1.71
1915, 00l ¢ ..24.87 34.20 1.35 1.72
1915, . iiiiennat 27.24 27.73 1.52 1.03
1917 .0t 32.54 45.11 1.87 2.7
1213, ev e nnnn .. : 37.72 52.17 2.738 2.99
1619, it 42.41 59.25 2.72 3.44
1920, st £2.01 70.64 3.27 4,02
192).. .. it : 35.27 £9.22 2.05 2.62
1922 e ieinnnn : 3%.59 £7.08 2.01 2.60
1023, .. ieets : 39.23 54.13 2.26 2.96
1824, ... . : 39.€1 54,327 2.33 2.04
19250 e iiiinnnn : 39.98 b4, 37 2.3] 3.00
1928 eeen et 41.40 £6.04 2.35 3.03
1927, vinnnn.. : 41.78 56.50 2.35 3.02
1928. . v, : 41.21 55.7¢ 2.33 2,96
1929....... ... .3 41,73 5€ .87 2.7%6 2.99
1970, en e : 35,76 50.98 2.07% 2.54
1921...ieinne : 27.97 40.52 1.49 2.01
1932, . 00 ven... : 20.07 c7.78 1.06 1.45
1022, . oii it : 16.60 25.7EF .94 1.29
1934, . 0.iivve e : 18.64 28.11 1.06 1.47
1925, e : 21.98 29.14 1.21 1.62
1935....... et 25.50 36.31 1.33 1.85
1937, v vee ot : 29.99 42.04 1.65 2.16
1938 .. i : 28.93 41.00 1.59 2.10
1928, ..t 28.68 40.90 1.59 2.09
1940...0vent ceed 29.40 41 .64 1.63 2.12
1940 Jan. ... n.t 25.80 37.94 1.48 1.27
Apr....... ot 28.732 41,27 1.52 2,02
July....... : 20,32 42.25 1.68 2.17
Oct..vovnn. : 30.54 42.95 1.72 . 2.23
1941 Jan........ : 28.22 40.52 1.87 <.05
% o} LI 34.20 47.01 1.75 2.27
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Derand for farm labor, percentage of normal, and cash
income from marketing ana Government payments,
United Stutes, 1924 to date

: Demand for farm : Cash income fron
Year : lahor, percent- : maiketing and

__________ :_age_of normal _:Sovernnent payments

: Percent : Million

: : dollars
1924, ....000eeen ; 83.7 i 10,150
1925....... e : 90.2 : 19,9730
192600t ..: 1.3 i 10,570
1927 . viiieiiinn i 82.9 i 10,700
19280 e iiiiiiennnn : 8.5 ; 11,020
1929, .. iieiien : 89.2 : 11,220
1970t ee e v iinnanns : 79,8 ; 2,880
1971..... e ; 70.7 : 5,280
l9?2...............§ 61.2 : 4,680
19238, e ; 64.0 ; 5,410
S : 69.1 ; 6,720
197%5...... e i 77.5 § 7,540
1976, ... 00 .. .; 8§2.2 i 8,500
1037 et ie i eennn : e .6 i ©,180
1938 . it in e ; €1.8 : 3,130
1970, i eeiiiiinnnn ..: 83.0 f 8,670
1940......... . . i 6.0 : 9,120
1941 1/ .0iiinin.. i 1oz i 2/10, 300

1/4pril 1941,
2/Bstimate based on percentaze change April 1940-41.
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Continued from page 4.

Demand for Farm Labor Clcsely Related to Farn Income

Data ovailable in Agril also indicated a substanti~l increase in %.e denand
for farn labor cs compared with a yerr «go. Exarination of thece dats since 19
indicates a rather close relationchip with cash farm incorie. The tWo series &
shovn graphicolly on page 11. Both farm income and the demand for farn labor
were corparctively stable from 1924 to 1929, but c<harp declines are shown for
each series during the following 2 years. Income and farm lobor demend stepped
up side by sicde from 19%3 to 1937 and after a sharp relanse in 1938 rerured a
gradual upward climb. Apparently crop correspondents take 1nts considerntion

in reporting the demand for farm labor, the ahility tn hire as ve¢ll as 1laber re-
quirements,

East North Central Vage Rates Faikly Typical of the Nation

The Department also presents in this month's labor report the histcricol
series of forn wage rates from 1910 to dete for the Eost North Central States.
Throughout the past 20 yenrs, the rates in this region hrve been fairly typicel
of those in the Wotion »s » vhole. The EZact North Centrnl rote with board vas
a little higher than the nrtional averagfé from 1910 te 1917 and agnin frenm 1921
to 1929. It declined with the naticnal averrge from 1930 to 1972, but was<scne-
what lower in 1932 and 1934, Since 1976, East ¥orth Central wnie rates have
again been slightly higher than the nationel aversze. This relationschip dones
not seem unusnal at this time, however, with the aveilnble lrbor sunply in that
region now shirplv below nor-el.
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