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SEASONAL INCREASE IN NUMBER OF
FARM WORKERS LESS THAN USUAL

A total of 11,111,000 persons were employed on farms on September 1, an increase
of 2 percent over a year earlier, the Bureau of A=-ricuibuwral Economics reported
today, The increase from August 1 was smaller tnan usual,. The number of

family workers increased less than usual during August and the number of hired
workers remained the same, All farm workers, including farm operators and

their families and hired hands, on September 1 were putting in less time per

day at work than a year earlier.

Fewer people were at work on farms on September 1 than a year earlier in the
New England, South Atlantic, Mountain and Pacific States. In the North Central
Statas the number of workers sas the same as a year earlier. The number of
family workers in all regions except the New England and Mountain States was
larger than a year ago. For hired workers, however, cnly the Middle Atlantic
and West South Central States rerorted increases from a year earlier,

Farmers and farm workers were working fewer hours per day on September 1 than
a year before. This reflects continuation of the trend toward shorter work
days. With a more liberal supply of labor and less rush to complete work,
many farmers have been able to cut down the working hours per day. The
average hours of farm operztors and hired workers are now siightly less

than on September 1, 1939.

Farm work in the production of a prospective all-time record volume of crops
has made good progress so far this year, Field work started earlier than
usual and most crops have ccntinued ahead of their customary schedule. Rain
has not interfered to any great extent with nlanting, cultivation or harvest
of crops. In the case of cotton, however, rains shortly after planting time
led to poor stands and delayed replanting and cultivation. The cotton crop in
most areas is later than usual, but still earlier than the 1945 crop. By
September 1 the harvest of small grain was practically completed. Major crops
still to be harvested are the corn, cotton, and soybean crops, late potatces,
sugar crops and fall and winter apples. Harvest of truck crops for canning
and market will also be of importance in some areas this fall,

The less than usual seasonal increase from August 1 to September 1 in the number
of farm workers was largely owing to the shift this ycar in the seasonal

harvest pattern, It also resulted partly from a more even distribution of work

than usual., Good weather permitted some jicbs to be spread over longer periods.
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Thus, fewer workers wsre-rgquiredwﬁﬁan would have been the case if it had been
necessary to rush certain wbrk to completion. In addition,-time gencrally
was avallable to complete miscellaneous cleanup and odd jébs' during the harvest
season, rather than postpone them for completion after rush jobs were over,
l?.

The number of hired workers on September 1 was about the same as on August 1,
but slightly less than a year carlier. Only in the Mountain, Pacific and East
South Central States were there substantial seasonal increases in thc number
of hired workers. In the Pacific States the increase was less than normal.
Other regions had fewer hired workers than on August 1, except the West North
Central States where there was a slight increase. The South Atlantic States
reported a decrease in numbers of hired workers, compared with sizeable
increases in recent years,

The number of family werkers for the United States increased slightly during
August, whereas the usual increase is sizeable. A decreass in the number of
family workers in the South Atlantic States in contrast to a usual increase
from August 1 to September 1 was largely responsible. In the East South Central
and Pacific States the numbers of fanily workers increascd substantially, as
usual, A small increase was marked up in the New England States. Decreases

in all other regions were about as large as usual.

In the New Ergland States the number of hired workers on September 1 was a fifth
less than a month earlier. The decrease was only 2 little greater than a year
ago, but was nearly twice as large as the average for the crevious 10 ycarse
The number of family workers increased sllghtly, compared with the usual
decrease. Both family anc hired wcr«ers on September 1 were fewer than a year
earlier. Work in New England consisted largely of the harvest of hay, carly
potatoes, aprles, and vegetibles and the usual farm chores.

Family and hired farm workers in the Middle Atlantic States on September 1
Were more numerous thar a year carlier., Seasoral decreases in both classes of
workers were greater than a year ago, but about normal. Harvest of small grains
and hay in this region was mostly completed. Preparations for seceding fall
crains were started. In New York some early potatoes and fruit were being
harvested. In Pennsylvania the peach harvest was at its peak, and some corn
was being cut for silage in the southeastern part of the State. In northern
New Jersey, land from which crops had been harvested was being secded to winter
cover crops. In the central part of the Stote the potato crop was nearly. ull
dug and the fruit harvest was well advanced. In south Jersey harvest of
commerciil truck crops was the uost important job,

Farm work "in the North Central States had slacked off on September 1, with
small grain harves. complcte except in some sections of Noritn and South Dalkola
and Minnesota. The number of pcrsons employed was less than a month earlier
by about the usual amount and was the same 4s a year ago, Family workers
oxcoeded the number at work a year earlier, whereas the numher of hired workers
was emaller. The seascnal decline in the number of family workers was aboutr
as usual., The number of hired workers declined a bit more than usual in the
Fast North Central States, but increased slightly in the #est North Central
States. Prior to 1942 some decrease in hircd workers usually occurred in this
region from August 1 to September 1, but since 1942 there’has‘been little
~hange during August. During August 1945, however, their number increased’
substantizlly owing to the late hirvest of spring planted Crops. .
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preparation of land for winters grains was in . progress in.most areas of the
North Central States. lowever, the work was being delayed in parts of the East
North Central region because of dry soil. The seeding of winter grain was
stzrting in Kansas and liissouri. Potato digging-was commencing in North Dakota
and Minnesota. Fruit and truck crops for canning were being harvested in most-

stat2Se

n the South Atlantic States orn September 1 tobacco cutting and cotton picking
were majcr jobs. Cotton picking was in full swing in southern Georgia and was
starting in central Georgia and southern South Carolina, Harvest of flue-cured
tobacco was nearly completed in liorth Caroline and Virginia. Harvesting burley
tobacco in North Carolina and West Virginia and of the Maryland tobacco crop
mas under wey. Peanut harvest was in progress in Georgia and South Carolina. In
Virginia, West Virginia and iaryland apple picking was progressing. The number
of persons employved or September 1 was a little less than a year =arlier, A
decrease in the number of hired workers mcre than balanced an increase in the
mumoer of family workers. Numbers of both family and hired workers showed a
seasonal decline in cortrast to increases during August in recent years.

Tn the East South Centrzl States the number of hired workers on September 1 was
2bout a third larger than a mcnth earlier. The number of family workers also
increased coisiderably. This region usually uses more workers on September 1
than on August 1. At this time, cotton picking in Alabama and Mississippi

and *obacco harvest in "entucky and Tennessee draw heavily on the region's
supply of labor. These jobs were in progress on September 1, Farmers in south
amd central Alsbama were in the midst of cotton picking, Picking was only
starting in southern .fississippi. Hay harvest was still in progress in mest of
the region, In Alabama peanuts were also being harvested. The number of hired
hands employed on Septemoer 1 was 1bout the same as a year cariier, but there
was 2 consideraole increase 3n the number of family workers.

The seasonal pattern of farm employment appears to be changing in the West South
Central States., The number of persons at work on farms increcsed sharply during
fugust in the 1935-39 period, and remained about the same during 1940-44. In

the rast two years, however, the numbers of both family and hired workers have
decreased during August, although the decreises this year were not as large as in
1945, Numbers of both famil; and .ired workers employed on September 1 were
considerably larger than on September 1, 1945. Demand for farm workers for fall
planting was increasing in Oklahema arcund September 1 as rcoins relieved drought
conditions. Fall harvest was also beginning. In Texas farm work was up-to—date
as harvest of corn and cotton mnde good nrogress. Rice harvest was starting in
Arkensas and was under way in Lcuisiana. Hay -vas being harvested in botk States.
In Louisiana land was being prepared Jor planting sugar cane,

In the Mountain States farm work was making good progress. In Montana, Wyoming
anc.i Colorado seeding of winter wheat was getting under wey, while peaches were
being hervested in Colerado and Utah. In Utah farmers were harvesting tomatoes
fCr‘carming and also for fresh consumption. Idaho farmers were harvesting some
€rains and dry peas, fruit, canning corn,onions and lete potatoes, In Arizona
Soil prepnration for winter crops in irrigated areas was starting., Requirements
f01: farm labor in New Mexico were lighter than usual becausc of drouth. In

this region the number of persons employed was unchanged from Aucust 1 and a
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little less than a year earlier. Ordinarily empioyment increases during
August, wherees this year the number of family workers decreased, falling
below the number 2 ysar earlier, The number of hired workers was the same-
as a year ago.

Labor requirements in the Pacific States reached their seascnal pesk on’
September 1, The number of persons employcd did not reach the level of a
year ago owing to a less than usual increase in the number of hired workers,
More family workers were emploved on September 1 than a yenr ago, after a
normal seasonal increasz during August. Farm operstiors in the rcgion
included harvest of grains, fruits and vegstables. 1In California the

major crops being harvested were vegctables, peaches, pears, grapes, almonds,
citrus, prunes, apples, hops and hay. In Oregon pruns nicking was 2bout
finished in the easterr part of the State and was starting in the westetn
part. In Washington znd Oregon small grain harvest was about finished.

In Washington green beans and peas for nrocessing were being picked.
Rlackberries in the Pudget Sound Aren raquired large numbers of workers for
harvest. In the central irrigasted valleys peaches, winter and fall psars
and potatoes were being harvested. Preparations for sceding fazll grains were
in progr2ss in the Big Bend and Palouse areas.
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Farm labor: Wage rates, persons empleyed, indexes and related data,
United States, September 1, 1946, with ccmnarisons
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persons) : - ,
PObaleers cooeennoeeeioeennnnnns .+ 12,052 - 10,920 10,907 11,586 11,111
Family 18bOTe..seunnnnnnnnnes.. ¢ 9,160 8,358 8,094 8,875 8,334
Hired labor ........... ceieseest 2,892 2,567 2,813 2,711 2,777
FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEXES :
(Adjusted for seasonal variation)
TObAleeeeeeennerennennenenans . 100 . 91 81 84 . 83
Family 1abor eevenennnnnnnn.. eet 100 91 82 87 - 85
Hired labor ...........c..... el 100 . 89 78 . 74 77
RELATED INDEXES : . .
Prices received by farmers ]_,_// : 100 107 200 23 . 2/ 249
Ratio cof prices received to : - . )
farm wage rates ............. : 100 91 _— 59 —-—
Average weekly fartery earnings: .
: 100 199 363 - -
FARM WAGE RATES : o
Per merth, with boerd...... cee.t $22.09 $26.01 -——  $92.00 -—
Per month, witheut beard....... :+ 29.18 34,17 - 106.00 -—
Pel1 day, with beard............: 1.16 1.23 -—— 4,25 -
Per day, without beerd... ..... : 1l.42 . 1.50 — 4.84 -
Compesite rate per mrnth 4/....: 24.76 29.15 -—- '96.50 -
FARM WAGE RATE INDEXES :
Unad jucted voevenennnnnnnnnnnn. : 100 118 _— 390 -—
Adjusted for seascnal variation: . 100 118 —— 378 -
FARN WAGE RATE INDEXES BY REGICNS:
New England.e..vvesnveenennnnn, i 100 143 — . . . 367 —_—
Middle Atlantic .v.v.vuun.... .eed 100 129 - -~ —== . ....374 —-—
East Nerth Central ...... cereent 100 115 - 342 -
West Nerth Central ....... ceneel 100 98 -_— 346 —_—
South Atlantic voevvvnvunnnnn.annt 100 111 —— 336 D ——
Bast South Central ......... I 100 101 —_— 292 - R
West South Central ........... ot 100 102 —_— 350 -
Mountain oovieeiinnenennnnnnn, ot 100 106" . — 339 - ——

Pacific tuvivinnininnnnnennnnnns 100 129 -—=. .. 428 ¢ m——

l./ Averpge rf the 15th of the given and tue 15th &éf the previcus menth,

2/ hugust 15, 1946 - latest data available.
Factery payroll per employed worker; average ¢f all weeks during-the
deaignated memth, Revised April 1946, . : -

4/ Welghted av.race cf menthly rates with-and “witheut-beard, and daily-rates with
and without deard converted te a monthly basis, ~

Based on reports from 18,541 farmers,
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divisions,

—_————--—.—..-——--—-——.———.——-———-.——__'

— - - —— o —— o -

Unitéd Statesiee....:
New England .......:
Middle Atlantic ...:

East North Central.::

West North Central.:
South Atlantie.....:
East South Central.:
West South Central.:
Mountain........

.
oo 0o

— T =

1,000!“
11,973
283
687
1.575
1,792
2,346
2,011
2,044
525

TOTAL FARM ?MPLLYMENT

: August Sept.

: 1, : 1,

i _ _1945_: _ 1945
1,000's 1 OOO'
10,612 ,007

201 375
762 702
1,528 1,478
1,741 1,727
1,922 2,090
1,408 1,657
1,723 1,619
500 519
727 240

1,000's

"11,044

289
765
1,531
1,790

2,134 """
1,496 "¢

1,796
509

— T o — — m m mn w— wmt amt e s e wmm e e e emn - cme o e - e - - -

Persons emplcyed, United States and geographic
September 1, 1946, with compariscns

- e e e = e e e mmr e et e o e e e e - - - — e - e —— - - - - - - - = mn - - -

United States.ee....:
New Zngland........:
Middle Atlantic....:
East No*th Central.:
West North Central.:
Scuth Atlantiec.....

. oo

Bast Scuth Cenmtral.: -

West south Central.:
Mountain.... ...... o

————-———————_————--—.-..—-n.——l-s————.-—..—_

7,270 8,094
176 173
457 433

1,220 1,197

1,412 1,369

1,518 1,568

1,224 1,407

1,329 1,268
322 320
310 339

—— o e o - e - e - - - - = o e o e o= o - S - e - - o - —— e e = = e~ e e e =

United States.......

New England....... .

Middle Atlantiec....:
East North Central.:
West North Central.:
Seuth Atlantie.....
East Scuth Central.:
West Scuth Central.;

1/ Including farm operators and members cf their families working withorut wages.

2,642 2,813
125 102-
305 289
308 281
327 358
404 502
184 250
394 351
178 199
417 501

e o o E e w - - . — - - W= = e e =

Based cn repnrts from 18 541 farmers who reporxed fer their own farms the number
cxf family ond hired wcrkers doing 2 or mere days of werk during the -week of

inquiry.
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Farm employment: Total, family~anﬁ.hired workers, Unhited States,
specified annual aierages and.ﬁy.mnnth,-'J&n: 1945 —*5ept;“19467l/

1

- —

Year : Total H Family H '
and : farm . workers H Hired
__month _ _ _ _ _ _"_ :_ _employment _ _:_ _ _ _ _ 2/ _ _ i _ _ _workers_ _ _
' : 1,000's 1,000's 1,00's )
1910-14 av, : 12,052 9,160 2,892
1925-39 av, : 10,920 . 8,353 2,568
1939 av, : 10,740 8,145 2,595
1940 av. : 10,585 8,019 . 2,566
1941 av. : 10,361 ) 7,829 2,532
1942 av. : 10,397 7,858 T 2,542
1943 av, : 10,263 7,857 2,406
1944 av. __ _ _'__ & _ 10,037 _ _ _ _ _ ___2.80_ __ ___2,27 _ _ __
1945 av, : 9,844 7,726 2,118
January 1 : 8,005 6,571 1,434
Fehruary 1 : 8,051 6., 557 1,494
March 1 : 6,414 6,894 - 1,520
April 1 : : 8,982 7,322 1,660
May 1 : 10,017 8,153 1,864
June 1 : 10,994 8,637 2,357
July 1 : 11,100 8,556 2,544
August 1 : 10,612 7,970 2,642
September 1 : 10,907 - 8,094 2,813
tctober 1 : 11,052 8,558 2,494
November 1 : 10,747 8,178 2,569
— December 1 _ _ __:_ _ 9,245 _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ 7,217 _ _ _ _ _ 2,028 _ __
1946 av, : r—— —-—— —_— :
January 1 : 7,732 6,412 1,320
February 1 : 7,799 6,375 . 1,424
March 1 : 8,263 6,774 1,489
April 1 : 9,121 7,469 1,652
May 1 : 10,366 8,391 1,975
June 1 . : 11,422 . 8,969 2,453
July 1 : 11,586 8,875 2,71
August 1 : 11,044° 8,258 2,786
September 1 : 11,111 8,334 2,777

- —
S e m e e em e e e cm e e e e e e o w e G e e . e . e e wmm — — —— - —— — eme =

l/ Annua} averages are straight averages of first of month-employment estimates.

3/ Includes farm cperatcrs and members of their families working without wages.
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Farm laoor: Length of workday for operators and hired workers,
September 1, 1946, with comparisons

— e e - - - —— e — — — —— —

: —— Serator T T T T T YT _ Hired workers_ _ _ _ T T-
T Sept.I,” T “Sept. 1, ¢ Sept. 1, T "Sept. 1, T % Sept. 1; ~ T Tept.O1T-
—_State_ __: 1039 : 1945 1946 1939 3 1815 ¢+ _ 194
: ours Hours T Hours ~ T Howm's ~ TYours T T Howrs T~
Maine : 12.2 . 2oL 9.5 9.0 T 8.9
N, H : 11.9 11.9 11.9 9,3 9.4 9uil
v-b~ 12,3 12.5 12.1 10.7 11.1 10.7
Mass. ¢ 11.8 11,7 11.2 2.9 9.1 9.1
R. I. : 11,6 12.2 12.0 10,2 2. i
_Co_m.._.____L__ll-é___JLi_-.__JQ.Q__.__._:LO.% _____ Yol o _ 83__
e Enge  ___:_ 120 2.0 ___ 217 _ ___9.8_ _ ___ 9.6 _ _ _ __ EN-
N. Y. : 12.4 12.2 12.1 10.6 1044 10.4
. J 11.8 12.0 12.0 9,8 10.0 10,0
I N 2.2 _ig% %2.4 1%.0 10.2 10.2
e — - ZACR. 5 Sy Aoy Ratbpbte s SRRt iy
Chio : q2°T 2.2 8 —Tg.9 - ‘8,‘3 ““““ 48;;- -
Ind. : 11.7 12,1 11.5 10.0 9.9 9.9
I11. . 11-2 12.0 11,6 10,7 . 10.6 . 10.3
Wich. H 12.3 12.4 12.1 10.4 10.2 9.5
Tis. _ 2T 33,0 __ __ 326 _ _ Ales_ __ _ I _ __ __11%___
E. W. Cent., _ & _ Yool 12,3 _ _ _ _ 21.8 _ _ _ _10s5 _ _ - _10.5 _ _ _ _ 10a3_ _
Minn, : 12.8 "13,1 12,5 11.2 1.2 . 10.8
Tova : 12, 12.5 12.1 11.0 10.7 1044
Mo, : 12.0 12.2 11.5 102 " 10.2 9,6
¥. Dak. : 12.9 13.6 13.1 11.5 11.5 11.2
S. Dak. : 12.4 13.5 12.4 11.3 - 10,9 10.9
Neber. : 12.0 13.0 12.2 10.8 1047 10.2
Kans,  _ _ o+ _12.3_ 12,5 _ _ _ _ 11,8 _ _ _ 10.8 _ _ . _ 10,3 _ _ _ _ _10e2 _ .
W I Conmt. _: _ 1o.3 12,7 _ 32,1 _ ___10.9 " _10.9 ____ 1045 _
Del. N 12.0 12.4 12.5 10.0 9.2 9.5
Md. : 12. 12.1 12.3 1040 10.0 10.1
Va. : 11.6 12.0 12.0 9,9 9.5 Geb
W. Va. : 11.2 11.9 11.8 2.1 9.1 2.0
N. C. : 11, 11.5 11.2 S.8 . 9.4 9.1
S. C. : 1.2 11.0 11.0 9,7 9.2 045
Ga. H 11.3 11.2 11.0 10.0 9.8 3.5
Fla. 2 10.3 10,7 _ _ _ _1Q2 _ _ _ _ 93 _ _ _ _ 848 _ _ ___ 8.9 _ .
S. Atl._ _ _ _f _ W37 T, _ T ° 13 9,8 9.4 _____ Gax _ _
Ky - 11.0 12.1 11.5 10.0 9.9 9.5
Tenn. 1l.4 11.6 11.5 10.0 10.1 9.7
Ala, : 11.0 11.0 10.8 10.0 9.7 9.5
Misse _ _ _ _ _ % __ _ 10.7  _ _20,7 _ _ __ 107 _ _ _ _99 ___ _ ¢ 9.8 _ . _ 9.4 -
E. S, Cent. ~ Ao Les 1l 10.0 9.7 _ _ 9.5 __
TArk. T T7F 17.2 10.9 10.7 9,9 9.4 9.3
La. 1.7 11.2 10.5 9.7 9.5 9.3
Cxla. 11.7 12.0 11.2 10.5 9.7 9.9
Tox - JAl.s o 11.7 o Ale2 Q.0 8.7 _ Dub_ -
W. S. Cenb._ _ ¢+ _ALA_ " T737s T TA10 C_-T70,0 T "o T - b _ -
Mont. T 12.% 12.9 12.4 10.5 10.3% 10.2
Tdaho 12.0 12.9 12.4 10.0 9.5 9.6
Wyo. 12.2 12,7 12.3 9.8 10.0 10.0
Colo. 11.9 15,7 12,2 10.3 9.9 9.8
N. lex. 11.5 12.4 11.7 10.0 9.7 10-9
Ariz. 10.3 11.3 10.8 9.5 9.5 %l
Utah : 12.0 11.9 11.9 847 8.6 9.0
I‘IQY._________:_____]-ZO_/-E____l_z.‘_s______l_z_f_o _____ 8_!6_._._._--—.._9!9—.———‘—5—2—'0’\'——‘
Movnb. _ _ __ L __ 1.9 " " "312.5 ____"TIz.1 """ 9.9 _ ___Oa"_"_""_ 2,8 _ -
Wash - 11.8 12.3 11.6 9.8 9.9 9,7
Orcg. 11.8 11.8 11.1 9,5 9.1 9.0
Calif, 2 __10.6 1007 _ _10.6 _ _ _ _ 9.2, _ 9.1 _ _ _ ___ 92 -
Pacific, _ _ 1.2 1.4 _ __ _11.0 __ __ 9t _ _ _ 9.3 _ _ ___ 93 -
- 2 I 11.9 11.5 10,1 9.9 9.8

— e —— ——— o — — —— — — — —— —— — —— — o — — — —
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Hourly earnings of hired farm workers
in July 1946 less than in September 1945 ;L/

fired farm workers earned an average of 46 cents per hour in July 1946, or 2 cents
per hour less than in September last year., Average day and hour rates for the
entire United States - the types of wage rates paid the majority of hired farm
wrkers in July - were $3,55 per day and 55 cents per hour in July, scmewhat

lower than last September. Seascnal differences in work performed, in the
geographic distribution of hired farm workers, and in number of workers paid
different types wage rates are respcnsible fer much of the change frem one

squrvey pericd te another,

fcr surpeses ©f cempariscn, tables showing earnings,  time werked, wage rates,
and distributicn ¢f hired farm workers by type cf wage rates are —resented

here, cévering feur weeks in different seastns cf 1945 and 1946. Because

f the imicrtance of seascnal differences and because the data presented do

nct ccver identical perirds, they de net ferm a basis fer measilring trends

in wages or wage rates, The mrst recent data are crmmared with the infermatien
fer the week in September because late July and late September are becth

pericds cf peak hired empleyment, althcugh the werk perfermed differs widely.
The July pericd ccvers the early part cf the harvest seascn and the week in
September the harvest of late crrps, in mrst areas.

iverage hrurly earnings in the Nerthesst and Nerth Central Regicns were ~bout
the szme as the average fecr the ccuntry as a whrle, but in the West they were

43 percent mcre and in the Scuth 22 percent less. Erurly earnings in all

wjcr regicns 2/ except the Scuth were lower in July than in the preceding
September., In the Nertheast, the Nerth Central States and the West hrurly
errnings were lower becruse fewer workers were employed at piece rates than c ther
types of wage rates. In the Nertheast potate picking at ~iece rates last
September was ar impertnat scurce cf emplecyment, especirlly in Arcesteeck Ceounty,
frine, In the West a larger preoerticn of werkers were engaged in grain narvest
peraticns and ~ther jobs at daily and heurly rates in the survey wee- in July,
vhile last September the orepertion of werkers harvesting fruits and vegetables
at piece werk rates was larger. There were many mrre vniece rate werkers in the
Sruth 1ast September than in July of this year, but in this regicrn average

(urly earnings at piece werk rates were lcwer than at cther rates in September,
st ~iece work was crtten picking, in which many wemen and children were
empleycd, The werk dene by these tended tc reduce average hrurly earnings.

Verage earnings per day were lcwer in July than in September except irn the
Stuth,  Half of the hired werkers in the entire United States were empleyed

1 the Seuth, The increase in average earnings per day there, tcgether with
slightly longer werk day, held daily earrings in July at the same level f~r
the ccuntry as o whele as in September 1945,

—_—
[ This is a preliminary recert cf a naticnwide enumerative 'survey' made by the
Bureau of Agricul tural Eccnrmics fer the week of July 14-20, 1946, There

vere 19,000 farms in the sample cf which 4,000 farms repcrted 13,000 hired
wrkers, Results cf previrus surveys fcr the weeks rf March 18-24, 1945;

May 20726, 1945 and September 16-22, 1945, have been published in the Bureau

°f Agricultural Eccncmics series "Survey of W.ges and Wage Rates in Agricul ture"
/ as Reperts 4, 7 and 16, ,

NW‘“—; gh}?i}.s{_. New England and Middle Atlantic Sta tes; Nerth Central, East and

o rth Centrsgl States; Scuth, Scuth Atlantic and East and West Scuth

éntral States; West, Mruntain and Prcific States,
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Weekly earnings ¢f hired farm werkers in the entire cruntry averaged lrwer in
July than lsst September. Tne difference is attributable beth te lewer heurly
earnings and tr fewer hrurs werked during the week. Weekly earnings are whown
frem the reverting farm enly. These earnings may nct be the entire earnings
fer the week, as a werker may have been eaplceyed on mere than cne farm during
the survey week, In the Nertheast, weekly earnings were nearly the same in
July as last September, as wrrkers there were emplcyed mere hcurs ver week
then in September. In all other regirns weekly earnings were ccnsiderably
lewer in July thar in September 1945,

Lenger werk days in July

Heurs worked per day averaged 9.7 fer the country as a whcle in July, slightly
more than in September, The lengest average werk day 10.4 hcurs, was in tHe
Nerth Centrel regicn. All regicrns repcrted lenger werking hrurs per day, in
July than lsst September except the Scruth where they remsired the seme, The
greatest difference between the twe pericds was shcwn in the Nerth Central
regicn., In the Nerth Central States and the West, hrurs we rked per week were
abcut the same in July as in September o ycar age. The Nertheast shewed an
increase in hours werked per week, but the decrease in the Scuth wes large
encugh to bring the United States average fcr July under that fcr l1ast September,
For the United States as a whole and for all regicns excent the Nertheast, hirec
farm werkers averaged fewer days werk in the week surveyed in July 1946 than
they did in September 1945,

Day rates in South higher than in Septenber

Day rates withcut meals, predcminantly in the Scuth, were the mo st common rate
_paid hired farm workers in the country in July. Day rates in the Scuth averaged
$3.30, a little mere than in September. For the United States they averaged

a little less in July than last September,

Heurly rates without meals for the entire ccuntry were alsc 1 wer in July than
14st September, althcugh they were higher in all reglrns except the Sruth where
they were unchanged, The cverall reduction in hrurly rates came from the fact
that a larger proportien of the country's hired workers paid by the hcur were
in tae South in July than last September. For the country as a whele, menthly
rates and weekly rates withrut meals were nigher in July than last September.

The me'st significant difference between the July 1945 and September 1945 surveys
in the distributicn of hired farm workers by type cf wage rate is the much' .
smaller prcportion of workers paid piece rates, This difference, although evide
in all regicns, was acst marked in the Scuth where cotten picking was in p?qgﬁs
last September. The large percentage of wrrkers emplryed at custcm rates 1n tae
Nc rth Central regicn is ruch abcve the percentage in any rther regicn and morq
than 4 times the properticn in September 1945, Wheat hnrvest was in pr0€r9551n
the Nerth Central States during July and was respcnsible for much of the
custem hire, In July the entire ccuntry and all regicns shcwed mcre werkers
receiving mere than 2 meals in additirn te cash wages than in last September.

- 10 -



UNITED STATES -DEPARTMENT .CF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Economics

Farm labor: Average cash earnings and average time werked by .
hired farm workers, United States and major regicns, suly 1946,with comparisons

— — —
— - B e e cmE e e e e c— — . —— — o - e - —— = ——— S - — — — — - - - e = o=

: © " ": Hours per: Hours per: Days per

Hoirly_:: Daily ; Weekly.: " _day i _ _week _:_ week_

- e — - - o o - o’ . B o

: Dollars Dollars Dollsrs

United States :
July 14-20, 1946 . .46 - 4,40 17.50 9.7 38 4,0
September 16-22, 1945; .48 4,40 19,50 9.3 45 4,6
Yoy 20~26, 1945 : 37 3.60 16,80 9.7 45 4,6
March 18:24, 1945 . .35 2,20 15.80 ‘9,1 45 5.0
Yortaeast :
July 14-20, 1946 : .44 4,20 21.30 ‘9.7 49 5.1
september 16-22, 1945: 1,49 4,70 21.90 ‘9,4 44 4,7
May 20-26, 1945 T . .40 3.80 22.20 ‘9.6 56 5.8
March 18-24, 1945 : .34 3.30 19.40 9.7 57 5.9
dorth Central : " ’
July 14-20, 1946 : .44 4,60 21.00 10.4 47 4,5
Septeaber 16-22, 1945; .52 4,90 24,70 9.4 . 48 5.1
May 20-26, 1945 : .30 3.20 18.00 ° 10,7 60 5.6
March 18-24, 1945 : .28 2:90 15. 20’ 10.3 58 5.7
Seuth . ¢ ..
July 14-20, 1946 : .36 3.30 10.10 9.2 28 3.1
September 16-22, 1945; .32 2.90 11..00 9.2 34 3.7
May 20-26, 1945 : .26 2.50 2,80 9.6 37 2.9
March 18-24, 1945 : . .29 2.60 11.20 ‘9.0 39 4,3
West s L
July 14-20, 1946 - .66 6.30 .20 9.6 52 5.4
September 16-22, 1945; .73 6.80 37.00 .2 50 5.5
May 20-26, 1945 : .67 6.20 . 23,80 9,2 51 5.5
March 18-24, 1945 : .62 4.90 7.8 44 5.6

27,20

Estinates besed on enumerative surveys. Results from yuly 1946 survey are
preliminary, ' :

-11 -



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT U¥ AGRICULTURE

Bureau 0f Agricualtural Economics

Farm laor: Average farm wage rates, United States and major
regions, July 1946, wita comparisons

— e e " - e = Er - — s e - = e e e e e e G e e e e e e e ms e e e - e e -

Tyve of rate and :
—-fata _ _ _ _ _ _ _ i
Rates per month :
without meals 1/ :
July 14-20, 1946 :

September 16-22, 1945;
May 20-26, 1945
March 18-24, 1945

Rates per menth
vith meals 2/
July 14-20, 1946
September 16-22, 1945
May 20-26, 1945
March 16-24, 1945

®e @é SP se 06 ®0 99 ®o éo ce oo

Rates per week
without meals 2/
July 14-20, 1946 :
September 16-22, 1945:

May 20-26, 1945
March 18-24, 1945

Rates per day
without meals 2/
July 14-20, 1946
September 16-22, 1945:
May 20-26, 1945
March 18-24, 1945

0o oo oo oo oo oo

Rates per hour
withcut meals 2/
July 14-20, 1946
September 16-22, 1945:
‘May 20-26, 1945
March 18-24, 1945

s oo se ve *° op»

oo oo oc oo

— o - - — e —— - - - wn e -

-

— Scuth _ ; _ West_

Urited : North :

_States _:_ Northeast : _Central _:
-Dollars Dellars Dcllars -Dellars
114,70 107.70 115.90 79.10
108, 30 97.60 100,60 77.30
108,10 100.00 102, 20 75,00
99, 30 98, 60 9€.20 55.60
83,60 66. 80 75.80 58.10
76.60 60. 20 67.00 53,20
74,4 54,50 65.70 45,20
67.10 55.90 60. 50 43,80
27.20 31,30 26. 60 21.10
23.20 31.40 24,90 15.90
25.80 30.60 23.70 21.80
21.60 27.00 21.80 16.30
3.55 4,90 4,45 3.30
3,60 8. 35 3,80 3,00
2.55 .15 3.40 2.40
2.65 5.0 3.20 2.35
.58 63 . .62 . .42
.63 57 .58 .42
.52 .54 .50 .30
.57 .57 .54 .36

Dollarg

164. 40
167,230
1€7,30
151.C0

123,80
124,30
122,60
121,20

i~ Oy Y O
P

€1 6 €1 A
~3
3888

6.00
b, el
4,40
4,80

N
e - e - - > — i —— o - - e = e - -

1/ Includes some workers receiving one meals per day.

g/ Two Oor more regular meals per day.

Estimates bnsed on erumerative surveys.

preliminary.

-12 -
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F4rm labor program: Foreign workers employed in
agriculture, August 30, 1946 1/

P ettt i i B i i e SR B i Pty it it

H : : British : : Newfound-:

State _:Mexicans_:Jamaicans:Bahamians:Hondurans:Barbadiens:landers : Total
?ﬂfng. 26 2 - T T T T T T T T TT T Ty T T T T 93
[ B ¢ 2/23 21 37 81
w. o+ 2[4 87 132,
Ces. : 233 40 273
nl 6 6
donr. i o o —_ 1,97 _ _ __ L __ _ __ ___2__ __%59__ __2080__ __
=Ty 2l 2,14 341 122 18~ T T 7179 2998

v 1,425 45 171 50 1691
B i _ 248 _ _ 257 _ _ _ _ __ __ 70_ _ _ _80_ _ _ _ 625_ _ _ _
pnio 904 904
md. . 160 218 z78
1. : 1088 787 4 1879,
Mich. . 2129 622 2751 .
Wis._ i 1,108 _ 1,263 _ 3 _ _ _ 5 _ _ _ 14y 2,548 _ _ _
Mann. 1851 124 ’ 1275
lowa 732 . 732
Yo, : 43 A3
N, Dak,: ’ -
S8, Dek.: 238 ‘ 238
Nebr., 485 - 466
Brns. 1 _ 135 _ _ _ _ L o o e e e 136_ _ _ _
Del 298 209 52 6 565
¥d 558 817 98 8 1,481
\'ER 557 587
Y. Va. ——=
N 940 940
S, C - -
Ga, ‘ - -
Do i _____ 8. __L.,227 _ _ __ _ __ 1830_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 2085_. _ _ _
Yy, —
Tenn, 225 225
Aa, - - - —
dlss. _:__ _ _ _ _ ' e
Ark, TS ToTTT T TS TS TS TSI T T T S
La, ——
Ukla, —_
Tex._ _: : . —_—
kont, . 888 ~ T T T T TS TS ST T T TST T TS T T T T T T TR T T TgegT T T
ldaho , 2,14 2141
Wyo. : 279 279
Colo, . 316 H516
N, hex.; 23 23
Ariz, *, 986 986
Tbah | 627 627
lev.  _;_ _ 38 : 350
Yagh, 1,792 - T T T 7 TT T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1,792 .
Creg, 12,504 " 2504
Calif, . 19,840 - L - - . _ - .19,840 - _ _
U.s. . 37,904 10,886 T T Z,BvZ T T 127~ T T 23626 ~ ~ B9 - 56,848

et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e . e e e o e e e e e e mm e e e = S S S e = S

Labor Branch, P.M. A.
§/ Canadiansg

-~ - -



Farm labor nrogram: TFarm labor placements,
July 1946 1/

State e e JUyY _ i _ January 1_to July x "
_ 2T L i 1946 i 1946 _ . _:_ _ 1945 _ _ _ i+ _ _ 1936 "
Maine : 1,055 4,14 2,179 6,451
N. H, : 891 2,536 2,090 4,073
Vt. : 344 171 1,533 1,093
Mass, : 2,026 532 4,229 2,110
R. I. : 107 43 255 125
Conne _ _ _: _ 5,833 _ _ _ _ _ _ 9,485 _ _ _ _ _ 12,552 _ _ _ _ _ 15,836 _
N. Y. : 51,385 37,881 85,956 es,21?7 -
N.J. : 23,178 9,278 68,459 19,235
Penn, _ _ _ 31 _ 10,369 _ _ _ _ _ _ 3,487 _ _ _ _ _ _16,283_ _ _ _ _ _ 6,947 _
thio : 5,930 11,526 15,009 21,974 -
Ind, t 11,843 7,963 21,311 11,409
Iil. 9,213 17,511 31,175 31,235
Mich. : 38,862 33,532 55,015 53,622,
Wis._ _ __: _ 7,428 _ _ _ _ _11,020_ _ _ _ _ _ 14,456 _ _ _ _ _ 17,333 _ _ _
Minn, 7,409 5,636 14,439 11,714, i
Iowa : 20,424 18,531 37,857 22,192
Mo. : 4,175 1,269 16,327 5,701
N. Dak. 7,054 13,218 26,655 21,939
S. Dak. : 11,778 9,144 18,903 16,593
Nebr. : 20,124 9,515 47,484 12,365
Kans., _ _ _ 2 9,033 _ _ _ __ __ 924 _ _ _ _ _ 14105 _ _ _ _ _ 3,544 _ . _.
Del. s 3,997 z,571 8,388 5,929
Md. s 24,621 12,190 68,981 42,347
Va. : 16,594 4,538 50, 377 £6,420
W. Va. : 283 141 1,535 582
N. C. i 22,477 21,041 70,051 74,160
S. C. : 27,325 7,740 53,257 14,526
Ga. : 19,087 18,706 69,42 53,255
Fla._ _ _ _:_2219_ _ __ _ _ _ 130 24,407 _ _ _ _ _ 18,258 _ _ _.
Ky. 12,566 1,099 34,099 11,245
Tenn. : 16,911 10,935 95,967 38,961
Ala. s 2,117 1,134 18,508 12,209
Miss, _ _ _ & _14,824 _ _ _ _ _ 10,357 _ _ _ _ _ 79,189 _ _ _ _ _ 76,544 _ _ _.
Ark, : 53,105 19,131 199,350 123,329
La, s 7,476 5,983 38,755 32,665
Ckla. : 17,735 10,120 106,623 59,185
Tex. _ _ _ 3 _47,057 _ _ _ _ _ 44,273 _ _ _ _ _ 203,426_ _ _ _ _ 120,062 _ _ _.
Mont. s 34,791 14,686 56,355 37,282
Idaho ;41,732 22,519 116,569 144,265
Wyo. : 5,975 3,796 9,878 11,658.
Colo. : 6,845 13,34 35,282 57,889
N. Mex. : 8,482 9,874 30,877 17,924
ATiz, i 8,343 250 45,524 25,932
Utah s 31,787 13,569 65,230 49,229
Nev. % _ 1,468 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 820_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3,734 _ _ _ _ _ 2,780 _ _-.
Wash. . 70,322 63, 489 152,680 135,734
¢reg. s 45,722 33,273 69,614 80,940
Calif. _ _ i _64,925 _ _ _ _ _ 67,862 _ _ _ _ _ 342,890 _ _ _ _ 306,259 _ _-
Total _ _ _ 1 887,067 _ _ _ _ _ 621,975 _ _ _ _ 2,558,952 _ _ _ 1,953,247 _ -

L/ Data from monthly reports of Extensieon Farm Labor Program, Extension
Service, U.S.D.A., Washington, D. C.
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Farm labor program:

Placements of World War II veterans on farms,
Urnited States, by months, January 1945 - July 1946 l/

- - wmr w w e e e E— wr e e e e e e e - e e - e - — o — o — oy — — — - ==

——— —

T oavAary
“chraary
'arch
Arril

(.7

Joine
Juily
August
September
(ctober
rovember
December

liarch
April
Koy
Junc

— . — —— - —

— e - - e o e - e m . - o e - —_

e 9¢ oo do oo oo oo e

513 80 593
730 116 846
910 167 1,077
s 1,149 140 1,289
H 1,229 85 1,314
H 1,718 76 1,794
: 3,024 86 3,110
: 3,791 140 3,231
: 3.873 196 4,069
H 5,529 378 5,907
: 4,892 663 5,555
4,378 _ _ _ _ ____505_ _ _ _ ____488___
o BL73 L _2.8% ________ 34,368 _ _ _
: 3,186 1,750 4,936
: 3,544 1,844 5,388
: 4,538 1,527 6,065
: 5,707 1,627 7,334
: 8,048 990 9,038
: 12,569 974 13,543
: 16,052 - 824 16,886

_—ee e e e A Y s o —- - — e - 2 e -

l/ Dnta frem monthly reports of Extension Farm Labor Program, Extension
Service, U.S.D.A., Washingten, D. C.

Farm laber program: DPlacements of world War
farms, by geograohic divisiens, July 1946 l/

II veterans on

T e e e e mr e ae e e e me e e e e e e e e e e e — —— —  w—— ———— - — S = —

Tew England

diddle Atl-ntie
East North Central
West North Central
Scuth Atlantie
East Scuth Central
West Scuth Central

Mountain
Pacific

_.....—.-——-————-

______________ sharecrovpers_
: 105° 2
: 158 134
: 622 137
: 6,354 39
: 395 84
: 388 186
: 1,568 231
: 1,797 8
: 4,835 3
: 16,062 . 824

lj Data from menthly re-orts of 'Extension Farm Labor Program, Extension

Service, U.S.D.A., Wasnington, D. C.
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SPECFIC VAGE CEILINGS ISSUSD, AMZMDED UR REVURED AUGUST 1946 1/
FLURIDA

CITRUS FRUIT. Picking of grapefruit, orahges; and tangerines, loading of

"bunch" or "goat" trucks in grapefruit, oranges and tangerine
groves and driving "bunch" or Ygoat? trucks in grapefruit, or oranges, or
tangerine greves in Florida, No. 21, amended August 12, 1946,

Maximum wage rates: Picking tangerines, 30 cents ner standard field box,
Picking seedling oranges, 25 cents per standard
field box. Picking oranges from CanOpJ-the budded orange trees, requiring
use of ladder 20 feet or more in length, 25 cents per standerd ‘ield bex,
Picking budded oranges, 15 cents per stendard field box, PFicking grapefruit
9 cents per standard field box. Provided, that in cases of sparse crops,
where the trees are large enough t6 require the use of a ladder for pigking
and the entire grove or portions of the grove ccnsisting of solid blocks
of trees and covering 5 or mere acres is less than 40 field boxes per-
acre, a wage rate not tc exceed 75 cents per hourmay be paid for DlCKlng
tangerines, oranges, or grapefruit on such grove or portion of grove in
place of the -iece rates above, if the employer has advised the chairman
of the Florida USDA Wage Board of his intention to use this alternative
rate, before the beginning of ricking, and shall have made prover showing
to said chairmen, that the foregning ccrditions exist., Lo~ding tangerines,
oranges, and grapefruit: lecaders, including customary distributicn and
picking vp of empty boxes, 70 cents per hcur, or 1 cent per box StaCklﬂg
on "bunch" or "goat" trucks in grove, when fruit is stacked in boxes; 3
cent per box fer unloading from "bunch" or "geat" trucks at roadside to
roadside truck; % cent per box for stacking on roadside truciks when fruit
is stacked in boxes. Driving "bunch" of "goat" trucks, 70 cents per hour,

ARIZLNA

CUTTUN. Picking, pulling, boelling, snapping, and scrapoving seed cotton in
tne counties of Pima, Greenlee, Senta Cruz, Pinal, Graham, and
Maricopa. TFo, 29 amended August 15, 1946,

Maximum wage rates: Picking cotton: American Feyptain, $4.50 per 100

1bs; American Upland, $2.65 per 100 1lbs. Pulling,
bolling, snapping, and scrapping American Egyptian and Amcrlcan Upland,
$1.35 per 100 1lbs.

CREGLN

PLUMS AND PRUNES. Harvesting plums and prunes in Washingten, Yamhill. Polk
and Morion counties. Ne. 95, issued August 23, 1946,

Maximum wage rates: Picking plums or prunes or bcth from the ground, 25

, cents per lug bex of 56 pounds, Picking and shaking
plums or prunes or both, 35 cents per lug box of 56 pounds. Other
harvest labor, $1.00 per hour.

- 18 -



CALIFCRNIA

RAISIN GRAPES. Picking of grapes for sun-dried raisins in the counties of
Kern, Kings, Tulare, Fresno, Mrdera and Merced, Stanislaus,
ond San Joagquine No. 37, amended Ausgust 30, 1946,

Moximum woge-rategs ‘Piclting Thompson 57d Sultana varieties; trays (22
prunds, frech grerpo<) per unit (500 bearing vines),

500 and over, 6 cents per tray; 4J0 - 459, 6% cents per tray; 300 - 399,

65 cents per tray; 20) - 299. 8 Z,.t Cornis per “ray; 199 and less, 7 cents per

ver tray. Muscat verieties, trays per unit, 500 and over, 73 cents per

tray; 400 - 499, 7 3/4 cents per tray; 300 - 339, 8 cents per tray; 200 -

299, 8% cents per tray; 199 and Tess 85 cents per tray. Hourly rates,

$1.00.

PZARS, PRUNES, AND ECPS. Harvesting vears, prunes, and hops in the counties
of lMendcclny and Senoma, No. 62, amended August

15, 19486,

doximum wage ratess Picking pears, prunes, and hops, hourly rate, 85 cents,

Piecework rates: picking heos, 35 cents per pound:
picking prunes from the ground, 25 cents per S0 pcunds, or $10 per ton;
tree-picking pears, 18 cents rer 50 - rcund box er $6 per ton.

L/ Dota from ¥ege Stabilization Divisions Labor Branch, P.M A.
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