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FARM WAGE RATES UP
SEASOMNALLY SINCE JANUARY
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The gencral lcvel of farm wage rates 1ncreazed about tne usual scasonal
amount rrom January 1 to Ans1l b oof this year, t7he Buveau of Agriculvurval
Jronomics caid teday. ot 121 percent of tas pre-war level on tne first cf
tris moath, wage rates paid hired hands averaged 4 poirts hizpaers toan on
January 1, and the samc as on April 1 last year.

411 farm wage rates advanced from January 1 to April 1, cxcept dav rates
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witaout board waich remained uncnanged. Moatkly rates rese scaco. rall
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Arecas cxcopt the South Atlantic States and on tne Pscific Coa

197

t. Aveorage day

rates witacut board cnowed no change during tne first guarter but c¢a anvil 1
ran ~d from 80 ccn®s 1n South Carolina to 83 per day in New Hammshire.

A slight decline 1n the supply of workere available fou aire 1n ruras
qarens and a sessonal uptura in the demarxd for thelir services nave been tne
nrincinal factorsin the ricc in wage rates since tae first of the year. Avail-
able data indicate that factory cuplovment increased slightly during the first
S montns of 1239 and on Aoril 1 was somewint above the lovels of a year earlier.
Cron coircsnmondents reported a supnly of farm labor 33 peocent of normnl on
the €irst of this month as comoared with 94.8 on Jamuary 1 and 23,0 percont
on April 1, 1938,

The increasc in farm labor rcquivements incident to tne preparation Zor
scedin. and planting of epring crops his raised the demand Tor farm labor o
82.8 percent of normal, 3.5 points higher tanan on Jumary 1 but only nine-—

tenths of a point above tuat of Aoril 1, 1938.



The supply demand relationsnip reflects the improvement in busincss activitl

as comparcd with the same time last year. Expres

7]

ed as a percentage of demand for

nired help, the supply of labor available for farm work was about 112 percent of

normal on April 1, as compmared with a supply-demand ratio of 120 on Jamiary 1 and

115 on April 1 of last year.

Farm BEmploymeat up Scasonaliy

The Burcau estimated the nmumbe> of people workins on farms Anril 1 at
9,960,000 c¢r seasonally higher than 3 months ecarlicer when cnly 8,767,000 persons
were so employed. Over 500,000 hired hands were added to the farm payroll dur-
ing the firet quarter, while about 635,000 morc family workers were employed on |
the first of this month than en January 1. The April 1 total of persons working |
on farms was nearly 2 percent less than a year earlier. ) |

Weather reau reports indicate that the soil was too wet for ficld work
during thc wecek ended April 4 over much of the aren from the Mississiopi Valley
eastward. Cotton was being planted, howeover, in many parts of the South. Corn
and potnto planting was under way o3 far north ds Virginiz. Oatc were being scedc
in some parts of the Corn Belt, but the serson was backward in most States in thig
area. The citrus horvest contimued in full swing in California and tae cutting '
of alfalfa hoy had started in tne Salt Ziver Valley of Aricona.

Tae mumber of unpnid family workers (including farm opcrators) was cstimateﬁ
at 7,772,000 on April 1 as compnred with 7,844,000 a ycar ago and i pre-war cnnualy
avera.,e of 2,100,000, The April 1 estimate for hired workers wag 2,187,000 or
100,000 iess than on the same date lust yerr. The number of hired hands empicyed |
on farms was 2,832,000 during tae period 1910-14. The sharp reduction in tiw totbg
number of farm workers during tac past 25 yenrs is in no small degrec a veflection
of tnec rapdd strides made in form mechanization during tae past two decades. '

Industrial Emplovment Up; Supply-Demand Rntio Lower

Considersble intercst in tae relationcaip between industrial employment and
the supnly of workeorc available for hire in rura. arcas has develoned in recent
years. Inciuded in this issue, therefore, arsc revised figures on toe supply of
farm labor, the demond for its zervices, and supply-demand ratios as of April 1,
durin; the meriod 1918 to date. The series of United States and regionnl aver-
ages have been recalculated, using current emmloyment cstimates ns weighting fac-
tors in place of the 1920 Census of Occunation data previously uscd for all menthe

A comparison of theze nevw scries of cupply figurce, exp:essed as a percentag
of demand, vith frctory emnloyment statistics,as shown in the chart on page 11,
indi:ntes that wien off-the frrm employment increases, the nunber of mersons avalilf
able for farm vork invariably declines. During the past 21 years, however, report
from farmers indicate that there has seldom been sn actunl ccarcity of farm help
with the possible exception of some localized areas. Tae supplyv-demand retios wer
100 in 1912 s~nd 1920 when war activity was at its height. The depression of 1921
and 1922 szent many uneanloy ed  industrial workers back to the country and created
a surp.us of form hands. The ratioc dropned below 100 in 1923 and 1924, however,
and azair in 1975,

Cortinued oa page 6.
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PARTHEIT OF AGZICULTUZE
ricu.tural Economics

FARM WAGE RATZES AND RELATED DATA, APRIL 1, 1929, WITH COMPARISOIS

PANIUAL fogop i, ¢ Ape.d, foJan.l, fodor.l,
saverasc o 1938 1 . 1/2 1939 H 1959
:1310-14 : - :
: 100 118 121 117 1z1
%A“M WAGZ U\T=S: :
Per mouth, with board................ : 322.0%  $25.18  $27.60  $24.86  £27.08
. Per monta, witnout board........ ... .. ¢ 29.18 34.70 33.82 34,92 35.42
Per day, wit1 boald......eiiiiian : 1.16 1.22 1.20 1.20 1.25
Per day, witaoubt board............... : 1.42 1.55 1.55 1.02 1.53
ﬁUPPLY OF AD DZMAD FO- FARL LABO2: :
5 (Percentage of normal) :
Supply ........ e AU : - 32. 95.9 94.8 33.0
© DEMANA et e : - £0.50  21.° 79.2 2.2
. Supply ac a neocentage of demand.....: - 115.0 1.4.7 113.7 11i2.3
oM ZPLOVIEIT: 2/ :
’ (Thousands of persons) :
Family 1AD0T wewwvnnn... e ¢ 9,1 7,051 7,644 7,138 7,773
dired iabor .o i e ¢ 2,992 1,711 2,287 1,629 2,137
COmBINAA e e e e e : 12,052 2,762 10,131 9,787 9,960
ERT ATSD TIDTXES .
| Prices reccived by farmers 3/........ ;100 102 %4 94 4/91
: Xatio of nrices rececived to farm :
5 WAZe TALES ettt e : 100 36 78 80 75
Tndustrial wage rates 5/............. I 204 204 211 %213
! Industrial cmployment 6/.............¢ -- 88 86 90 L7
\ Industrial mayrolis 6/ v.oviivn...... : — 75 75 83 2/ es

1/Reviced. See Pelease dated Jan.13, 1239, p.10, or Crons and Markets, Jan.19323,
pp .8 and 9.
D/zstlmatﬂﬁ of actua. employment a.e shown in place of number of persons omp.cyed
per 100 crop-reporting farms.,
3/As of the 15tk of tie month.
4/Marech 1939 - latest data available.
5/Average waekir carnings, New York State facteries, June 191¢
6/Bureau of Zabor Statistics indexes for manufacturinz indus
1923-1925 ~ 100.
7/ Fobuary 1939 - latest data a'ailable.

Based on renorts from approximately 20,444 corvespondents. Tie data for pre-
glous quarters, o7 States, appear in Crops and larkets for Jamuary, April, July and
ctober,’




Farm Wage Rates and Rweddted Data, Ly Geographic Divisions,
April 1, 1939, with Comparisons

¢ Amual : :
Gea-ravwialc : qv;:?wp CoJat. 1, 0 oAnc. 1 Jan. 1, Apr. 1,
division Cloonl ot oteze tou9ss T 193D 1939

FARM WAGE 2ATIS -

Per mont with boa:d:

New England ¢ 24.18 31.22 51.83 31,08 31,92
Middle Atlantic : 22.25 27.33 29.18 27.05 28.48
East North Central : 23,75 23,70 29.11 25.40 28.80
Test MTorti Central v 26,32 2.1.88 28.35 21.98 22,721
South Atlantic 14,62 16.535 16.50 16.54 15.10
Tast Souta Centrel + 14,71 15.70 15.78 15.54 15.97
West Soutn Centr:il ¢ 17,35 18.80 18.70 18.08 18.54
Mountain ¢ 32.43 32.30 34 .95 30.96 35.03
Pacific v 33.45 45,00 AL, 39 41,35 40.89
Per montn without board
New England ¢ 37.70 54.55 55,68 54.71 56.23
Middle Atlantac ¢ 35.41 Le JOF 46,01 41,15 45,39
Bast ¥Wortn Ceutral v 32,80 59,10 21,03 37.95 an. 31
West Wo.th Central : 36.86 32.87 38.93 33.33 33,11
South Atlantic ¢ 20,97 25.06 24, t3 24.93 2:1.32
East Souta Central + 20.80 2.8 22.73 22.47 22.30
Test Souta Cential s 2..93 27.57 27.29 26.83 264 9k
Mountain s 46,42 7,52 51.00 46,22 51.00
Paciiic s 48.16 87.00 66.68 62.49 62.31
Per day with board :
New England : 1.27 1,71 1,73 1.72 1.73
Middle Atiantic : 1.2 1.72 1.09 1,581 1.6
East Nortn Central : 3 1.5.- 1.h3 1.3 1.50
West Nortr Centra : 1.40 1.2 1.39 1.25 1.38
South Atlautic : .81 .20 .86 .86 L8
East 3Souta Centrol : .31 70 . .78 77 .78
West Soutn Centrol : .28 e .97 .92 .92
Mountain : 1.50 1.bLe 1.63 1.53 1.61
Pacific H 1.49 2.01 1.95 1.92 1.96
Per day witnoub boarid :
New Enginad : 1.7] 245 2.55 2.56 2.72
Middle Atlrantuc : 1.67 2.32 2.32 2.20 2..26
East Wortn Central HE 1.68 2.0 2.02 1.94 2.03
TTest Morth Centrol : 1.88 1.77 1.92 1.7< 1.87
South Atlantaic : 1.05 .19 1.16 1.18 1.1%
Emst South Centiel H 1.05 1.02 1.00 1.03 1.02
Test Souta Centrol : L.2H 1.7 1.2 1.10 1.18
Mount-in : 2.00 2.09 n.19 2.09 2.272
Pacific : 2.06 n.86 .81 2.62 2.6h



Farm Labor Supply and Demand, and Farm Zmployment, by Geograp shic Divisions,

Apral 1, 1839, witn Comnarisons
Geogranhic * Jan.l, | Apr.i, | Jan.l, | Avi.i, ) Janll, | Apo.l
divizicn ©o1gzr foawgr Co19ce L 1938 L 1933 ) 1339
SUPPLY OF FARM “ABO2 (Pcrcentage of normal)
New Engiand 91.2 £7.0 37.8 973.3 92.5 92.0
Middie Atlant:ac 85.0 81.0 8E.7 82.2 32.5 29.3
Tast TTorth Ceutral 86.4 83.4 94.0 6.4 95,2 94,1
Weet North Central 95.4 91.8 4.5 24,7 96.8 95,0
Souta Atlantic 87.7 82.7 26.6 8.1 30.5 32.68
Tast Soutll Centiral 83.0 85.9 £9.0 83.3 20.5 zz.2
West Souitn Central 95.2 91.0 32.4 21,7 4.5 22,1
Mountain 96.0 93.7 99.2 162.3 100.53 2.4
Pacific 97.1 96.4 100.0 104,2 104.8 154,0
DEMAND 702 FiaZ ZABCR (Percentage of normal)
New Zngland 86.2 92.3 35.7 34.3 87.2 3c.¢
Middle Atlaatac 87.4 90.8 82.0 BF .5 80.3 84.53
Tast Wortn Ceoatial 86.2 92.0 81.9 8..5 81.8 gL.cg
West Moota Central 71.0 79.4 75.1 79.5 7¢.8 80.1
South Actlantc 88.5 91.3 83.4 84,4 81.2 87.0
Bast Souta Central 85.5 90.2 83.1 84.4 80.2 8c.1
West Soutn Cential 75.0 79.7 73.2 TR.2 73.1 75.0
lountain 80.7 0.2 75.4 72.4 75.9 g1.4
Pacific 87.2 84.5 82.3 7009 81.3 £0.8
SUPPLY A3 A PIZCEUTACE OF DEMAND (Pe-centage of normal)
ow Enzlani 1065.8 1.3 1i4.1 118.5 105.2 106.0
Middic Atlantsc 7.3 27.2 104.5 102.2 114£,5 07.7
Tast Tortls Ceantral 100.2 a7 11208 115.4 1.7.5 111.4
et TTorth Ceontral 131 11b.6 123.4 112.1 122.4 118.6
Soutn Atlantic 29, 0.6 106.2 105.6 111.5 101.8
Tast Sonth Central 04.1 Q5.2 107.1 105.8 115.0 102.4
Weet “outlr Cential 126.9 1it.2 125.0 112.2 129,83 122.8
Mountain 1:7.0 110.0 1251.6 131.2 132.1 122.1
Pacific 111.4 107.7 121.5 131.3 128.92 128.7
F/RM BUPLOTLEIT  (Thousa.d:z of persons)
Total fasily and hired
New 3ngland 228 2:48 220 253 228 241
Middle Atlantac 5390 5845 Bll o0 545 ISR
Bact Worthh Centiral 1,333 1,70 1,343 1,469 1,355 1,481
West orth Cential 1,400 1,870 1,07 1,590 1,452 1,582
Soutn Atlantic 1,658 1,981 1,613 1,983 1,596 1,975
Tast Sout.. Ceniral 1,411 1,600 1,374 1,685 1, <0k 1,508
West Soutit Central 1, ded 1,632 1,435 1,630 1,<03 1,575
Mountain 375H e 367 0% 382 =15
Pacifac 451 55 62 227 157 5395
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Farm Labor Supply and Demaud, and Farm Smployment, by Geogranhic Divicsions,
April 1, 1932, with Comparisons (Continued)

Geographic © Jan.l, . Apr.l, | Jan.l, . Apr.l, E Jan.1, : Apr.1,
division . ; 1937 ; 1957 . 1938 . 1958 . 1939 . 1929
FARM EMPLOYMEVT
Farm Labor
New England 157 162 157 163 159 161
Middle Atlantic 327 =06 397 412 339 410
East North Central 1,099 1,163 1,057 1,156 1,106 1,148
West lorth Central 1,203 1,288 1,208 1,278 1,224 1,286
South Atlantic 1,312 1,186 1,255 1,511 1,272 1,496
Zast South Cential 1,220 1,598 1,199 1,44 1,233 1,36
West Soath Central 1,189 1,322 1,164 1,208 1,169 1,26€
Moqntain 278 256 278 286 275 290
Pacific 298 311 298 299 301 328
Hired Labor

New FEngland , 71 86 63 90 69 80
Middle Atlantic 142 180 144 193 127 184 |
Bast North Central 234 323 246 313 229 303
West North Central 197 287 199 312 215 296
South Atlantic 346 495 360 177 324 479
East South Central 191 241 175 224 171 217
West Soutn Central 251 310 271 332 234 305
Mountain a7 146 £9 118 8t 125
Pacific 153 223 164 228 156 198

Continued from page 2.

From 1229 to 1933, there wae an uninterrupted inerease. in tne ratio of suppl
to demand ns industrial nctivity slackenad. At the veak.s in 1333, tae form lober
supply averaged 2i2 percent of demand as prople roamed tne country sceking jobs.
The supply fell from thic record high thereafter until 1937 vhen tiie ratio to deme]
was again below 100. While reports indicate thnt the sunply-demand ratio wae unde:

100 only in States cast of the Figsissipni, the ratio of rupply to domand averaged
99.7 for the country as a vhole. Tne recession in 1238 apgnin sunnlied mowc farm ¢

help thnn wvas factually needed, but this surn.us irn been cut dovn sligntly this
year.

Farm Bmployment Trend Down in Bast Worth Central Rerioiu

The Bureau also prescnts in this report montnly employment statistics cover-
ing tne O yecars 1030-38 for the Bast lorth Central States. Total agricultural
employment in thie region hns tended almost continuously downard during the presen
decnde. The decline in farm income darin, the carly mart of the neriod and the

mechanization of ngriculture in recent yenrs have contributed larszely to this tond;
ency.

The aveiage number of persons cmploved on farms in this aren is estimnted at
1,559,000 during 1330. A steady decline foliicwed in the yen.s 1931-33. The sever
drousht in 1944 cxtended nto most ot this repion. And requirements tant yeor wvere
severely cut and empioyment drommed snnrply. Emnloyment total recovavced to the

6 Contimusd on mage 9




Supply of and demand

Por month . for farm labor  _ _ _ _
State t pith  without | Witn ! Without :SUpDp-y as :Demand se :Sapply as
Y board ‘' board ! board * Dboard ;percentage:percentage:percentag
B S A R :of normal :o0f normal :of derard
Collars Dcllars Dollars Dol.ars Pcrecent Percent Percent
. 27.2¢ 44,00 1.55 2.10 28 78 126
¢ 31,00 54.75 2.05 3.00 g7 92 25
: GL.o28 48.25 1.60 2.45 91 20 101
s 32.00 61.75 1.80 2.85 20 g6 105
s 39.00 65.50 .80 2.75 35 90 106
nn. o i 34.25_ 62,26 _ _ _1.80 _ _ 2.9 _ _ _ 94 _ _ _ _ 8¢ _ _ _ _107_ _
: 20,25 45.5 1.6 2.25 an 83 108
¢ 32.00 53.50 1.75 2.45 93 g7 107
N 26.26_ _ _ 42,00 _ _ _1.65 _ _ _2.20 _ _ _31_ _ _ _ 8 _ _ _ 17 _
26.2 22.75 1.50 2.08 90 84 107
27.00 37.7 1.40 1.85 95 s 112
30.25 43,25 1.60 2.10 94 g6 109
27.50 41.50 1.55 2.15 54 21 116
e i 23.75 _ _41.75 1,40 1,95 98 85 115
¢ 20,50 41.2 1.45 2,15 34 ez 116
: 33.50 42.5 1.65 2.15 23 g2 110
¢ 2975 30.75 1.05 1.38 82 72 113
: 27.75 40,75 1.30 1.95 22 68 125
;29,75 40.50 1.35 .95 o1 71 122
25.50 36.00 1.3 1.85 101 71 142
ne. ot €w.00_ _ _35.00 _ _ 1.26 .75 94 75 _ _ _ 129 _
o .00 22.00 1.50 1.85 a8 88 111
25.50 37.25 1.25 1.70 96 91 105
21.25 30,25 1.05 1.40 92 88 108
: 21.50 32.00 1.05 1.45 92 g4 110
16,75 1,75 .90 1.15 89 89 100
12.25 18.00 .80 80 82 g4 og
12.00 17.50 .65 .85 865 87 59
a. i 14.75_ _ _ 26.50 . 80 .o 2 86 106 _
20,00 28.75 a5 1.25 an 84 107
Bonn 16.25 23.75 80 1.00 83 85 105
k12 ;15,80 19.50 .65 .20 87 87 100
tss. ¢ 1250 _20.50 . .7Q .98 87 _ _ 88 _ _ _ _ 99
rlz 16.00 23.50 .80 L. 05 89 a0 111
a. ¢ 1n.28 23.00 80 1.05 89 78 114
e s 10,78 22,25 1.00 1.35 95 70 136
CXe_ _ :__20.76 _29.50 _ _ _1.00 _  i.2% o4 73 129
ont 37.00 53.25 1.85 2.55 9 7 g 127
dalo : o 36.75 52.25 1.75 2.25 106 85 125
o s 35,75 52.75 1.80 2.30 100 a0 111
olo. : 20024 45.75 1.40 2.00 97 0 121
Mex T PELTS 39.00 1.26 1.65 94 73 123
riz 35, 78 57.00 1.60 2.10 9% 81 121
tah 12.00 53.50 2,05 2.50 101 85 1.9
CV. il 30075 edlB5  1.70 235 1ok 82 _ _ 127 _
ash : 35.05 53.25 1.85 2.55 103 €0 129
reg s 34,75 51.00 1.7 2.30 102 81 126
aLif. i .00 68.50 _ _ _2.0L _ _ 2.80 _ _ _105_ _ _ _ _ 81 _ _ _ _ 130_
.3, . 27.08 35.472 1.23 1.63 93.0 82.8 112.2
}~ _______________________________
[




Farm Labor: Supply and Demand Statistics, by Geographic Divisions,
April 1, 1918-19239 1/

: Wew :liiddle : Tast : Test : South : Tast : Vost T T T T T T B
Year : ZIng- .Atlan_ : Horth : North : Atlun-: South : South : MO?H' :Pacific United
__ _ i lend : tic :Central:Contral: tic :Central:Centrali '2% States
SUPPLY OF FARY LAB02 (PERCZUTAGE OF NORUAL)

1918 : 64.0 62.5 74,8 4.0 73.5 73.5 76.0 75.1 78.8 73.
1919 : 85.0 CE.6 6.6 35.7 81.7 82.9 £3.2 89.5 21.4 G4
1920 ¢ 61.7 62.1 £3.6 7.2 72.8  72.5 72.6 £2.5 32.5 72.9
1921 ¢ 92.1 01,2 95.3 96.9 94,3 92.5 96.4 106.2 99.6 95.
1922 :102.3 97.9 101.5 101.3 97.3 ° 924.6 99.6 108.4 106.6 100
1928 @ 77.3 714 76.6 89.1 £2.5 e Gi.: 0 91.3  92.7  £4.0
1924 ¢+ 34.0 c.1 76.5 95.3 T2 7.1 T7.9 95.6 99.3 5.
1925 : 93.0 C4.t 20.3 95.2 5.0 GEL0 A2, 4 95.9 101.7 90
1926 : 92.3 35.9 21.1 95.3 Ci.0 S, 91.2 97.4 99.72 g9
1927 : 93.3 58.5 1.0 9€.6 C4.8 28,3 20.3 99.1 100.°2 91
1928 : 97.73 95.2 27.7 9C.73 91.6 90.0 94.5 99.7 103.6 95.
1929 ¢ 96.7 92.1 93.0C 97.3 92.7 89.7 91.4 95.02 101. 9L
1930 :101.: 97.3 102.4 100.1 $7.1 95.4 93.C 104.5 10:2.3 ER
1931 :118.3 103.7 119.0 115.7 102.0 109. 2 113.3 118, 110, ¢ 113,
1932 :1126.9 121.7 121.02 123.1 113.5 117.0 123.2 "13l.< 12o 122.
1933 :136.4 127.9 156.9 127.30 115.6 116.2 125.4 156.95 136.3 126.
1934 +109.5 107.2 114.0 114.1 96.3 99.9 106.1 113.6 110.5 106.¢
1935 :107.1 102.3 103.3 105.5 95.3 95.3 102.1 111.8 106.5 101.
1936 ¢ 96.1 91.0 91.5 96,4 91.1 aG.7 97.4 99,2 96.7 93.
1937 ¢+ 27.0 Z1.0 a3.4 91.2 C2.7 256.9 91.0 DE7 35, % e
1938 ¢ 99.9 Tl.2 96.4 .7 2.1 L9, 3 21.7 102.9 10%.9 3.0
1939 : 92.0_ _90.8 _ 94.1 _ 95.0_ _B3.6 _ 8d.2 22_1_ _ 99.4 104.0_ _ 93.C
o ) DEMAND FO2 FARYM L4302 (PERCENTAGE OF MNORMAL

1917 ¢ 99.3 2C.6 29.5 92.0 1044 103.3 102.4 97.1 101.9 101.7
1919 :102.5 100.6 101.2 101.0 10,0 105.2 97,9 103.0 103.5 101
1920 : 93.6 110, 106.7 103.7 i07.7 106.72 101.3 103.3 103.1 105
1921 ¢ 94.83 30.2 91.3 392.3 76.5 05.3 £1.0 3.1 22.6 C
1922 : 94.0 95.0 21.1 39.5 Che2 29.0 23.5 .l 91,7 £3,5
1922 ¢+ 95.0 25.1 95,4 95.6 94.2 0bh.7 91.€ 92.3 35.6 94
1924 & 21.5 9.6 07,9 21.1 97.6 90.4 9.4 90.6 36.7 920."
1225 ¢ 87,1 IS G0.1 94.1 91.2 22,7 6.3 nnLG Oned 50.4
1926 : 20.2 90.0 ©0.0 94.0 e 30.7 91.0 90.5 .5 91.:
192 s 0.5 Cl.a 90.4 90.7 83.1 8.0 £3.6 21.2 23.5 cc
1928 ¢ Z7.5 87.6 £88.6 91.2 83.8 89.9 8.0 92.2 91.2 88
1929 : 90.0 2C.3 89.7 93.2 82.7 00,3 892.3 22.5 92.4 20
1930 : 88.8 86. 84.2 87.4 a7 36.0 79.7 85.0 87.2 £5
1931 ¢ 76.9 30.0 71.9 7.3 73.0 7003 61.2 71.6 7.5 71.
1932 ¢ 72.8 2.2 64.6 61.4 65.1 ST 56.5 58.9 67.3 64
1933 ¢+ 68.3 67.0 59.6 3.3 64.0 6l.4 53.6 53.5 59.5 59
1934 ¢ 77.9 77,0 7.0 65.9 73.1 72.3 62.1 66.9 74,5 70
1935 : 79.5 79.2 77.0 67.% 80.6 77.0 63.1 64.5 73.2 e
19%6 ¢ 85.1 IRTE IR C7.5 81.7 85.0 62.9 72.4% Codeo 36.2 2
1937 ¢ 92,3 90.3 92.0 79.4 91.3 90.2 79.7 25.2 9.5 £7.
1932 ¢ £4.7 CG.3 3.5 79.5 Cd.4 ST 76.9 70,4 79.9 81.°¢
1939 : 86.8 84.3 84.5 80.1 87.0 86.1 75.0 8l.4 80.8 82.8

Cont inued




Farm Labor: Supply and Demans Statistics, by Geograzhic Div.rcions,
April 1, 191B-1939 1/ (Continued)

Tast : West : Jouta ; Tast : Test 1, : N
\ . ; - . Mouri- . United
orth : lorth : Atlan-: “outn : Sout: fain :PaQILIC:States
_oaoxand s tit s e?_tE 1:Centvil: tic iCenmtral:lentral: ~ = ¢
., PERCZNTAGE O DECA.TD (PTICEWTAGT CF UCRMAL)
: 70.2 74.1 70.4 71.2 4.2 77.3 77.5 72.5
: 35.6 84. 0 7¢ .6 25.3 84,1 85.9 29,32 82.5
: 64.3 70,4 67.5 €3.3 71.7 73.9 20.0 59,53
H 0%.4 108.5 102.0 163.4 112.0 127.8 177.6 109.1
s 1 1.4 113.2 1i0,3 105.3 119.7 i28.2 1:12.5 112.2
: 80.5 93.2 87.6 86.5 29.6 92.9 27.0 29.2
: 83,3 102.4 2.5 87.5 25,1 1.5 1i5.2 24..0
H 127, 2 101.2 21.0 22.8 107.1 111.4 it4,4 10C.3
: 101.2 101.4 0.2 2.1 10G.2 107.6 105.6 OB
: 100.7 106.3 96.3 100.3 in8.0 i0B.7 107.2 1N2.6
: 110.2 108.3 103.2 1C0.1 1.2.8 102.1 113.6 107.9
: 10£.5 104, 4 103.3 100.1 102.4« 105.8 09,5 104, 2
1114, 2 112.6 121 114.5 114.5 110.9 124.0 122.2 119.8 117.3
3L 151,72 157,70 165.5 150.7 19,3 155.3 185.9 165.4 150,¢ 158.4
220 173 122,65 203.4 200,86 171.7 18::,5 218.1 225.1 187.1 191.2
133031297 1090,9 229.7 239.8 18C.6 189.3 23%.0 255.1 223.1 212.3
3t 11i0.6 152.0 152.9 173.1 131.7 138.2 170.9 177.3 1-:8.1 102.4
p3o 11357 122,90 2.1 156.8 11€.2 123.8 151.8 175.5 i33.2 137.4
s 1112.9 1CE.3 104.6 118.0 107.2 109.4 15:.5 12€.5 i12.2 113.7
37 1 94,3 £2.2 90.7 115.6 30,6 95.2 114.2 111.0 107.7 g9.7
A8 1118.5 102.2  11lb.4 119.1 108.6 105.8 119.2 131.2 131.3 114,7
> +105.0  107.7 111.4 118.6 101.8 102.4 122.8 122.1 128.7 112.3
1/ Revised fo: dates prior to April 1, 1939,
o T
atimed from mag e 6,
[005 level in 1925, but contimed thelr dowaward trend theraafter and naveraged
008,000 persons last yenr.
; Fluctuotions in the two classes oI farm workers, hovever, do nct follow tiis
fam> vattern.  The number of uapaild family wovleos (incivding farm overators) in-
doosed ratiher steadily from an averase of 1,121,000 nersons in 1230 to 1,182,000
f2 1025 except for a slight dent in the upward trend during the drougat yenr 1934,
1is was o reflection of the inciense in tae nuwmber of farms duriag the depression
cns and of a shif't of some family members from a wage-hand te an urmaid w rker )
tatus during the period of reldtlvéqﬁoy income. In 1936 and 1937, tae m

nnaid family workers declined, witn a sligat incvease in 1938 to an estima
e of 1,162,000 persons.,

Tne numb.rs of hir:d hands working oint farme in the East Uortn Ceuntral 8
oppad sanrply from 1930 to 1934. The demnnd for faun labor declined rupidly from
030 to 1933, and in the following year labor requirements were cut by droug!

u
iIcrense in the nmuaber of wa.e hands occurred from 1955 to 1937 as farm iacou
limbed, but o lrrge proportion of this gnin was lowt last year. Montinly e

I the nweber of wage workers in this area averaged 341,000 in 1938. This wns
2,000 mpre thar in 1954, but neariy 100,000 less than in 1930.
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Farm Ermmloyment: Numbers of Persons Employed on the First of
Each tonth, Bast North Central States, 1930-38 1/
(Thousands)

TOTAL EMPLOYMELUT

Jan. 1 : 1,356 1,369 1,372 1,362 1,327 1,334 1,347 1,333 1,343
Feb. 1 + 1,321 1,400 1,372 1,374 1,360 1,349 1,354 1,339 1,348
Mar. 1 : 1,414 1,451 1,429 1,322 1,366 1,388 1,385 1,361 1,370
Apr. 1 : 1,512 1,024 1,502 1,477 1,462 1,509 1,493 1,476 1,469
May 1 : 1,62 1,581 1,529 1,590 1,553 1,578 1,563 1,566 1,587
June 1 1 1,656 1,62 1,654 1,65) 1,56 1,624 1,608 1,627 1,597
July 1 . 1,783 1,688 1,703 1,70). 1,638 1,687 1,672 1,666 1,688
Aug, 1 : 1,700 1,702 1,638 1,67) 1,521 1,714 1,627 1,625 1,622
Sept.1l : 1,507 1,602 1,544 1,801 1,506 1,588 1,593 1,528 1,535
Oct. 1 : 1,527 1,577 1,574 1,860 1,515 1,538 1,551 1,558 1,551
Nov. 1 + 1,621 1,613 1,567 1,571 1,498 1,594 1,530 1,538 1,518
Dec. 1 : 1,433 1,461 1,451 1,426 1,320 1,471 1,465 1,425 1,208
Average : 1,559 1,650 1,534 1,531 1,477 1,531 1,516 1,504 1,503
e e e L ERAMTLY WMORKESS - —
Jan. 1 : 1,036 1,084 1,115 1,117 1,115 1,103 1,109 1,099 1,097
Teb. 1 ¢ 1,082 1,119 1,117 1,124 1,129 1,1i7 1,115 1,093 1,099
Mar. 1 . 1,071 1,110 1,154 1,151 1,138 1,135 1,130 1,111 1,119
Apr. 1 : 1,116 1,1.9 1,184 1,135 1,171 1,202 1,167 1,153 1,156
May 1 ¢ 1,168 1,163 1,217 1,232 1,206 1,224 1,192 1,200 1,223
June 1 : 1,18¢ 1,192 1,244 1,224 1,233 1,259 1,217 1,230 1,227
July 1 : 1,203 1,205 1,248 1,261 1,245 1,278 1,250 1,2¢9 1,261
iug. 1 : 1,162 1,197 1,226 1,215 1,189 1,257 1,246 1,203 1,200
Sept.l . 1,112 1,173 1,200 1,210 1,179 1,208 1,214 1,166 1,172
Oct. 1 : 1,091 1,155 1,173 1,177 1,149 1,184 1,159 1,145 1,139
Nov. 1 : 1,129 1,133 1,16¢ 1,179 1,147 1,179 1,145 1,li5 1,139
Jec. 1 1,095 1,124 1,122 1,127 1,109 1,145 1,124 1,109 1,117
Average : 1,121 1,153 1,180 1,18° 1,168 1,189 1,173 1,159 1,162
__________ HIRZD WORERS
Jan. 1 . 317 285 257 245 211 251 238 234 246
Feb., 1 : 309 281 265 250 221 24 238 246 249
tar. 1 s 343 341 275 241 228 953 256 250 251
Apr. 1 . 402 575 3153 2 291 307 326 323 313
Vay 1 ¢ 458 418 282 358 oA 354 371 366 364
June 1 1 482 a3 410 07 353 365 391 397 370
July 1 Y-T6) 183 £55 120 393 109 422 417 427
Aug. 1 : 538 505 £12 426 332 157 281 422 422
Sept.l ¢ 295 429 344 391 327 380 379 362 363
Oct. 1 s 506 422 £01 383 266 374 392 413 412
Hov, 1 ;492 250 403 392 351 415 385 393 379
Dec. 1 ;338 337 329 299 281 326 34 216 291
Average 1 4738 397 254 343 309 242 343 325 341

1/D .t svo.. 1230 to 1936 b -’ o ~-ti tes iTo Shaw, I.3,, aul lopki.s, J.'.
Trends in Employment in Agriculture, 1909-3€, Works Progress Administration,
National Researdh Project Report Mo.A-8, Philadelpnia, Penna., Nov,1938.
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