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FARM WAGE RATES RISE TO NEVW EIGHS
EMPLOYMENT DOWN FROM YEAR AGO

Cortinuation of the upward trend in farm wage rates to a new record was reported
by the United States Department of Agriculture today. All wage categories were
higher than 2 months ago. Monthly rates averaged $81.30 with board and $93.10
vithout board. Daily wages were .$3.65 with board and $4.16 without board. These
are all record highs, except for wages per day with board, which were exceeded
slightly in October 1944. -

The farm wage index rose 5 points from April 1 to June 1, At 340 percent of the
1910-14 average, the June 1 index was 48 points above April 1, 1944 and 12 points
above July 1, 1944. Comparsble data for June 1, 194¢ are not available,

June 1 farm wage rates were about double those paid 7 yearsAago. On Jane 1, 1942,
vages per month averaged $41.50 with board and $50.40 vithout board. Daily wages
averaged $1.83 with bosrd and $2.10 without board.

Farm employment on June 1, 1945, at 10,994,000 persons, was seasonally higher than
on May 1, but was 291,000 or about 24 percent less than on June 1, 1944. Decreases
occurred in the number of both family and hired werkers compared to a year ago;
hired workers were off 3.4 percent, and family workers, 2.4.

Except in the Northeast, total farm employment was below a year ago throughout
the entire United States. The largest percentage decreases occurred in the Esst
South Central and the Pacific regions, where totel farm employment dropped more
than 4 percent, There were fewer family workers in »ll geographic regions than
a year ago. The number of hired workers, however, was up from last June in the
Yew England, Middle Atlantic =nd Mountain States. All other regions showed a
smaller' number of hired hands on farms.

The average number of hours worked per day on United States farms was less than
& year ago, despite lower farm employment and the necessity for rapid completion
of spring Planting in Central and Northern areas. Farm operators averaged 12,4
hours per day and hired workers 10.2 hours on the first of June. These averages
?1”9 both 0,4 hour less than on June 1 a year ago. Cold, wet weather restricted
‘f'ﬂ‘m activities asround June 1 of this year, whereas a year ago conditions favored
Misually long work days.
i’g‘ M\_Eﬁglinil, %he total number of workers was estimated at 254,000 on June 1——
1000 over May 1, 1945 and 4,000 over June 1, 1944, Most of the increase over
raSt Year occurred in hired lsbor. Extra workers were used in some sections to
plant Crops ruined by frosts. Growth and planting were retarded by cold wet
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weather, Potato and corn planting were delayed 2 to * weeks, Tobacco setting
was proceeding normally, however,

Hired workers on June 1 were working about the same number of hours in New
England as a year ago, while farm operators generally worked fewer hours than
on June 1, 1944, Farm wage rates show a slight increase over April 1 this year,

except in the per-day-without-board classification, vhich remained practically
unchanged.

In the Middle Atlantic States farm wage rates continued to rise, with the highest
percentage increase over April in the rate per month without boasrd. Total farm
employment at 626,000, advenced 43,000 over May 1 and 17,000 over June 1 last year;
family employment, however, increased only 2,000 since May 1 this year and was
9,000 persons less than a year ago. Farm work has becn retarded in this area
because of cold wet weather. Much corn has not yet been planted, and some other
fields had to be replanted when the seed rotted.

Farm wage rates on June 1 in the East North Central region everaged slightly
less than on April 1 in all rates except per day with board. Shorter workdays
of operators and hired workers reflected weather conditions which prevented
normal field operations. The total mumber of workers employed on June 1 in this
regidn was nesrly 3 percent smaller than on June 1, 1944. Poor weather has put
farm work somewhat behind schedule. Many northern counties are still too wet and
cold for corn and vegetable planting, but in others rapid progress has been made
in planting corn, soybeans, potatoes and in setting tobacco and tomatoes, The
first cutting of alfalfa has been harvested in areas where veather permitted.

The index of farm wage rates in the West North Central region advanced.from 312
on April 1 to 326 on June 1, 1945. T™age rate increases exceeded those of any
other region. With farming operations in this region well advanced in spite of
wet muddy fields, farm employment has incressed seasonally, but is more than

3 percent below June 1, 1944, -Both farm operators and hired workers are reported
working about a half hour less per day than a year ago.

The farm wage rate index in the South Atlsntic region declined slightly from . -
April 1 to Junel, 1945. The number of persons employed on June 1, 1945 was 2.8
rercent less than a year earlier, and the farm operators and hired workers were
working a half hour less per day. Drought in the eastern and southern sections
hindered growth of most crops, except cotton. Citrus harvest has been practically
completeds, In the northern section of the region, the weather has been fawvorable
for current farm operations.

Farm wage rates on June 1 in the East South Central States averaged slightly
lower than on April 1, with declines in Mississippi offsetting steady-to-higher
rates elscwhere. Rates per-day-with-borrd were up a little, with all other
categories lower., The length of workday averaged 12,1 hours for operators and
10.1 hours for hired workers on June 1 of this year, a decrease from last June
of one-third hour for operstors and half an hour for hired labor.

This region showed the greatest decrease from a year ago in total farm employment,
4.4 percent, Declines in both family workers and hired workers contribute@ to
the decrease. Wet cold weather had hindered spring planting in the Ohio River
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Valley. Most of the corn in Kentucky had not yet bees planted, and most of the
tobacco was still to be e@$, Lowlsnds in the southern section of the area were
drying out and ready for cultivation. Some corn was still to be planted in
Alabama and Mississippi, but cotton chopping was making good progress.

Total farm employment of 1,911,000 persons in the West South Central States was
up seasonally on Juné 1, Wt 7,000 under a year ago. Almost all the decrease
occurred in family workers. Corn and cotton were making good progress, with mich
cotton deing chopped, Wheat and barley weré being harvested in southwest Oklae
hom= and north central Texes, Some Texas farmers were still late with their work,
with the worst situation in the High Plains where sopghum and cotton planting

have been delayed by extremely dry weather.

Monthly wage rates were up slightly from April 1, while daily rates averaged a
little lower than 2 months ago. Both farm operators and hired workers were puttiamg

in somewhat shorter work days than a year ago. Workdays averaged 12,1 hours for?
operators and 10.1 hours for hired workers., -

Tage rates on June 1 in the Mountain States advanced from 2 months ago. Rates in
all categories were up sbout 5 percent. Monthly wages averaged $107.00 with boayd
and $139,00 without board, a~nd daily wages were $4.83 with board and $5,77 withoht
board. These wage rates were exceeded only by those qn the Pacific Cosst. Farm
operators worked 12,7 hours per day, a half hour less than last year at this time,
Hired labor worked sbout a half hour less per day than a year ago, averaging

$.7 hours,

Total farm employment, at 462,000 workers, was zbout 2 percent less than on June 1,
1944, Hired laborers increased 5,000 from June 1 a year ago to 153,000, The
.number of family workers dropped from 328,000 on June 1 a year ago to the present
'309,000, Farm work is progressing well in most sections.. Beet dlocking snd
! thinning is underway in ldaho and nearly completed in the southwestern part of

the State. Livestock are being moved to higher pastures. 4
‘ /

On the Pacifi¢ Coast, all farm wage rates advanced over April 1 and-a year ago.
The index of wage rates for this region rose 8 points during the past 2 months
to 395 percent of the 1910-14 average on June 1. Although foreign workers and
prisoners of war are helping to alleviate the scarcity of farm workers, total
farm employment as of June 1 declined more than 4 percent from June 1, 1944,

In the northern section of the region, cherries, apricots, and apples were being
thinned. GCutting and caring alfalfa amd seasonal vegetable harvests were under
way in-California.
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Farm wage rates end related data, United States, June 1
1945, with comparisons

: Annual Amuel ;o s T T PR
: average: average : Junme 1 : April 1 : June 1
_________________ :_1910-14: 1935-39 : 1942 : 1945 s 1945
FARM WAGE RATEB s TTT T
Per month, with boardess..es...: $22,09 $26,01  §$42,93 $78,60 $81.28 |
Per month, without boarde.s.sess 29.18 34.17 1/52,79 92.70 93,10
Per day, with board seseseeceees 1416 1.23 ~ 1,89 3.56 3,65/
Per day, without board s.ceeeee:  1e42 1.50 _1_/ 2611 4,12 4,16
FARM WAGE RATE INDEXES :
Unadjusted sessecesssscsssccerest 100 118 1/182 335 340
Adjusted for seasonal variation: 100 118 1/180 342 3317
FARM WAGE RATE INDEXES BY REGIONS:
New England ceeveceeesccssscccce: 100 143 220 341 344
Middle Atlamtic sececccccoranass 100 129 207 327 334
East North Central secescessasce: 100 115 189 307 306
West North Central seececesescss 100 98 169 312 326
South A.tla.n.tic sseepeecvecsovs el 100 111 163 292 285
East South Central seecveccssne: 100 101 143 263 258
West South Central seeecceceese: 100 102 160 319 324
Mountain ecesesssecessssoscercet 100 106 171 305 319
PacificC ecseeecsascavcascessenst 100 129 211 387 395
FARM EMPLOYMENT (thousands of persons}) i
TObBLl eeveracossnaveoons veeeees: 12,052 10,920 11,917 8,982 10,994
Femily 1abor sseeseesvessesese: 9,160 8,353 9,037 7,322 8,637
Hired 18DOr eeeececscsocnnssast 2,892 2,567 2,880 1,660 2,357
FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEXES :
Adjusted for seasonal variation:

TotBlesessessosooscscvnsccsvecygei 100 91 88 81 8l
Family 1abor eceseacscasccsssss 100 91 88 - 83 83
Hired 18DOr eseseccsscvcoccssss 100 89 88 - 73 73

RELATED INDEXES '
Prices received by farmers 2/ 100 107 154 200 3/ 200
Ratio of prices received to ,

farm wage rates s.eeeeesscesis 100 91 85 1/ 60 59
Average weekly factory earnings il_/ 100 200 326 427 -v

oo —— —

1/ Revised.
2/ Average of the 15th of

designated month,

— —
-.—-————-—.—-.—_——.—————-—_——.—_____._.__._._..—_

the given and the 15th of the previous month.

3/ May 15, 1945 - latest date available,
Z_/ Factory pay roll per employed workers; average of all weeks during the

7/ Based on reports from 21,099 farmers.

-
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Farm wage rat®s, by geograsphic divisions, June 1, 1945
with comparisons
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:+  Anmaal : : :
Geographic : average : June 1, : Apr. 1, : Apr. 1, : Jume l,
division _ _ _ _ _ _ :1910-14 _ 3 _ 1942 _ _:_ _ 1944 _ ; _ 1945 _:_ 1945 _
~ 7 FARM VAGE RATES : Dellars Dollars Dollars Dollars  Dollars
PER MONTH WITH BOAKD '
Yew England . . . . . .: 24,18 52.32 78 .49 85,76 86.80
Middle Atlantic . . . .: 22.25 46,25 68,72 74,82 77.60
East North Central . . : 23.75 45,30 65,16 73.85 73.80
Fest North Central . . : 26.32 47,91 72.84 86,17 90.20
South Atlantic . . . . ¢ 14.62 23,69 26,88 43,63 41.4Q
East South Central . . : 14,71 22.14 24.26 39.04 28,70
West South Central . . : 17.35 30,58 48.26 57.90 61.90
Mountain . o« o« ¢ o o o @ 32,48 57,03 87,29 98,53 107.00
Pacific o & « o o « . o3 33,45 68.12 126.78 137,73 139,00
PER MONTH WITHOUT BOARD
Few England . « o « . .: 37.70 81.75 115.00 125.62 126.00
Middle Atlantic . . . .: 33.41 1/68.26 96.05 108,46 110.00
East North Central . . : 32.80 62.67 88.80 101.22 100.00
Test North Central . . : 26.86 59.67 93.75 110.54 116.00
South Atlantic . . . . : 20,97 1/76.03 51.51 59,43 57.00
East South Central . . : 20.80 32.51 46,92 54,22 5%,00
West South Central . . : 24.93 43,39 68,83 81.07 81.90
Mountain « . . . . . . : 46,42 76.66 118,18 134,54 139,00
PacifiC o« o o & o & « .: 48,16 102.06 163,35 177.68 180,00
PER DAY WITH BOARD :
New mgland. ® ® o o » a0 1.27 2.75 3.75 4‘00 4;02
Middle Atlantic . . . .: 1.24 2.57 2,62 3.97 4,04
East North Central . . : ~1.31 2,33 3.49 3.95 3.96
West North Central . . : 1.46 2.26 2,65 4,31 4,47
South Atlantic « « . . .81 1.20 2.02 2.37 2.41
Fast South Central . . : .81 1.08 1.77 2.05 2.08
West South Ceptral . . .98 1.46 2.51 z2.12 2,10
Mountain + o &« « « + . ¢ 1.50 2.53 4,04 4,62 4,83
Pacific o v o« &« v o « . 1.49 3.30 5.71 ‘6.04 6,32
PER DAY WITHOUT BOARD  : .
New England . . . . . .: 1.71 2,58 4.89 "5,25 5.04
Middle Atlantic . . . .: 1.63 3.39 4,58 4,90 4,97
East Worth Central . . : 1.68 2.94 4,33 4,85 4,83
West North Central . . : 1.88 2.84 4,72 5,39 5.54
South Atlantic . . . . : 1.05 1.52 2,55 2.99 3,00
Bast South Central . . 1,05 1,322 2.27 2.69 2.64
West South Central . . ; 1.25 1.74 3.06 2,74 372
Mountain + o « « o « o ¢ 2.05 3.06 4.80 5.50 5.77
Pacific . o e e v e ad 2.06 4,24 6.91 7.32 7.52

- -
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Farm Wage Rates, by States, June 1, 1942, June 1, 1945
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Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol, Dol, Dol, Dol. Dol,

: Per month : Per month : Per day : Per day
State  :_ with board _: without board _:_ _with board _ ; _without_board _
_____ 11942 : 1945 ; 1942 _: 1945 _ : 1942 _: 1945 _: 1942 i 1945

Maine : 50,00 92.00 70.25 128.00  2.90 4.80 3.40 5,80
N.H. : 47,50 86.00 76,00 123,00 2.80 4,40 3.40 5,20

Vt. : 48,75 81,25 71.00 116,00 2,60 4,05 2,35 5,10
Mass. : 53,50 86.25 90,00 132,00 2,60  4.00 3.65 5.30
R.I. : 55,00 85.75 90.00 127.00 2,90 4,00 - 3,80 5,730
Conn., _ _ : 56,00 _ 85.75 _ 89.75 _ _124.00 _ _2.90 _ _4.,15 _ _3,90 _ . _5,20
N.Y. : 49,00 85,75 71.00 118.00 2.60 4,15 3,50 5.20
N.J. + 50,60 87.50 77.25 128.00  2.680 4.65 3.50 5.45

Pa, _ _ _ 1 40.00 _ 62.50 1/59.50 _ _ 91,50 _ _2.50 _ _3,65 _ _3,20 _ _ _4,50 _ _ _
Ohio : 40.00 59,50 58.00 85,00 2.35 3.50 2.80 4,35
Ind, : 40.75 68.25 55,00 92,00 2.10 3.75 2.80 4,55

I11. : 49,50 82.50 65.00 106,00 2.45 4,35 3,00 5.20
Mich, : 45,00 77.75 65.00 108.00 2,40 4,30 3,05 5,25
Wis._ _ _.2 48,35 _ 79,50 _ 68,00 _ _109,00 _ _2,30 _ _4.00 _ _3,00 _ _ _4,95 _ __
Minn. : 53,00 90,75 64.00 120,00 2.50 4,50 2,05 5.80
Iowa : 56,75 97.50 67.00 121.00 2.75  4.95 3.25 5.80

Mo., : 56,00 63,75 44,00 82.50 1.60  3.20 2.00 3,90
N.Dak. : 50,00 110.00 65,50 140,00 2,25 - 5.00 3.00 6450
S.Dak. : 48,50 96.25 63,25  127.00 2.25 4,70 2,90 5,90
Nebr. : 46.75 92.25 60.75 115.00  2.70 4,75  2.80 5,70
Kans. 1 42.50 _ 84,00 _ 29,75 _ _109.00 _ _2,10 _ _4.60 _ _2,85 _ _ 5,70 _ _._
Del. : 40,00 68,50 57.75 ~92200 2.25 4,60 2.75 5,60

Ma. : 36,75 64,50 54,00 88.00 1.95 3.80 . 2.50 4,60

Va. : 30.00 47.00 48.00 65.75 1,50 2.75  1.95 7,35
W.Va. : 30.00 49,00 44.00 68.00 1.45  2.55 1.90 3,20
N.C. : 26,00 44,325 1/35.00 - 59.25 1.30 2.65 1.60 3,10
S.C. : 18,75 32,25 25.50 44,75 .90 1.70 1.10 2.10

Ga. : 18.25 36.35 26.25 49,00 1.00  2.50 1.25 3,10
Fla._ _ _ 2 26.50 _ 58.00 _ 55.00 _ _ 80.00 _ _1,30 _ _2.85 _ _1,75 _ _ _3.85 __.
Xy. : 28,00 49.00 40.00 67.00 1.30 2,50 1.65 3.10
Tenn. : 23.50 40,00 34.50 54,75 1.10 1.95 1,40 2.50
Ala, : 21,00 34.25 30.00 48,00 1.00 2.00 1.30 2.60
Miss. _ _ 3 19.50 _ 35.00 _ 30.00 _ _ 47.75 _ 1,05 _ _2.00 _ :1.15 . _ _2.50 _
Ark. : 24.50 47.00 44.50 -64.50 1.25 2.60 1.55 3,05

La. : 22,50 40.00 31.00 55.00 1.10 -2.20 1.35 2,70
Okla. : 35,00 67.50 50.00 91.50 1.75 3.70  2.25 4,60
Tex. _ _ : 24.60 _ 72,00 _ 45.75 _ _ 93.25 _ _1.60 _ _3.45 _ _1.85 _ _ _4.,10_ _-
Mont. : 68,00 127.00 89.00 155,00 3,15 5.90 3.75 6490
Idaho : 62.50 139.00 84.00 173,00 3.05 5.90 3.80 6.80
Wyo. : 66,50 108.00 86.00 143.00 2.50 :4.70 3.20 5,70
Colo. : 50.55 97.50 69.25 131.00 2.20 4,70 - 2.90 5,70
N.Mex. : 42,00 75,00 59.00 102.00 1.95 ~4.00  2.10 4,50
Ariz. : 56.00 105.00 77.00 142,00 2.35 4,30 2,80 5,40
Utah : 70.00 115.00 88,00 145.00 2,75  4.90 - - 3.00 5,75
Nev.__ _ : 65,00 _120.00 _ 85.00 _ _150.00 _ _2.50 _ _5.00 _- _3.00 _._ _6.00 __ -
Wash. : 60,50 144,00 89.25 189,00 3.10 6,50 3.90 7.90
Orégon : 61.00 139.00 86.50 171.00  2.95 6.20  3.70 7.00
Calif. _ : 71.00 128,00 _107.00 _ _179.00 _ _3.40 _ _6.30 _ _4.40 _ _ _7.50 _ -~
U.Se_ _ _ 1 42.93 _ 81.30 1/52.79 _ _ 93,10 _ _1.89 _ _3.65 _1/2.11 _ _ _4.16 _--

1/ Revised.



UNITED STATES DEPAHTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultursl Economics

Farm employment, United States and geographic division,
June 1, 1945 with comparisons

TOTAL FARM EMPLOYMENT
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: June 1 : :
Geographic ¢ average : May 1 : June 1 . May 1 June 1
division_ _ _ _: 1936-39 ; _ 1944 _: _ 1944 _ _: 1945 _ . 1945

T : 1,000's  1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's
United, States ......: 12,564 10,068 11,285 10,017 10,994

Vew Englend ......: 273 232 250 235 254

widdle Atlantic ..: 651 580" 613 583 626

East North Central: 1,604 1,414 1,499 1,399 1,458

Test North Central: 1,794 1,564 1,707 1,531 " 1,654

South Atlantic ...: 2,610 2,002 2,285 1,989 2,221

Fast South Central: 2,285 1,662 1,924 1,655 1,830

West South Central: 2,303 1,685 1,928 1,698 1,911

Mountain .........: 476 411 476 403 462

Pacifie ....veeee.t 569 518 603 524 _ 578 _
________________ FAMILY WORKERS 1/ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _— —_ __
United States ......: 9,579 8,079 8,845 8,157 - 8,637

New England ...... : 168 159 168 166 168

Middle Atlantic ..: 427 407 417 406 408 -

East North Central: 1,228 1,157 1,217 1,179 1,208

Test North Central: 1,433 1,236 1,428 1,332 1,409

South Atlantic ...: 1,967 1,583 1,785 1,585 1,728

East South Central: 1,933 1,437 1,681 1,482 1,604

West South Central: 1 787 1,359 1,502 1,395 1,488

Mountain ...eesesst 306 Z00 328 292 209

Pacific ....... .0 330 211 18 313 %15

e e et e —— ——— . - = e . - - — —— —— — o —— o e e o - - am — — — —— o — — - —

e e e e e e e e . — — . — — — o —— —— o ean | wm mm m— —— —— — ——— —— ——— . — e e - —— — —

United States ......: 2,985 1,989 2,440 1,864 - 2,357
New England ..... o 105 73 82 €9 86
Middle Atlentic ..: 224 173 196 177 018
East North Centrsl: 376 247 282 220 250
Test North Central; 761 228 27¢ 199 245
South Atlantic ...: 543 419 500 404 493
East South Central: 352 205 2473 173 226
Test South Central: 516 226 425 203 423
Mountain ......c..2 170 111 14¢ 108 153
Pacific ...... beost 239 207 285 211 263

by Including farm operators and members of their families working without wages.

Based on reports from 21,099 fermers who revorted for their own farms the number
?f family and hired workers doing 2 or more days of work during the week of
ltquiry.



REPORTS FROM NEW SURVEYS OF FARM WAGES
AND WAGE RATES TO BE ISSUXD

A series of reports presenting detailed results from the new enumerative
surveys of farm wages and wage rates during 1945 will be issued this year by the
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The series will inelude two types of reports:
(1) renorts from the quarterly national surveys containing wage information for the
United States and major regions; and (2) remorts from the special crop area surveyg
containing wage information for labor used in harvesting particular cw®ops in major
production areas of selected States.

Conies of these renorts may be obtained upon request to the Bureau of Agri-
cultural Economics, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington 25, De C. In
making the request, plsase specify which types of reports (national or special
crop area) you wish to receive, and in the case of special crop area rcports,
indicate for which of the following States you desire reportst California,
Calorado, Florida (report now availabie), Maryland, New Jersey, Wew York, North
Carolina, Pennsylyvania, Texas, Washington, Arizona, Louisiana, and possibly
Michigan and Wisconsine.

Summaries of preliminary results from enumerative surveys recently made on
wages and wage rates of labor used in harvesting certain fruits and vegetables
in specified areas of 4 States follows

Yorth Caroling Strawberries: Workers were paid an average of 3.8 cents per quart
for picking and 27 cents per crate for packing strawberries, according to prelim-
inary returns from a special survey in the Wallace area of North Carolina,
covering the peak week of the 1945 season, April 23-28. At these ‘rates, pickers
earned an average of 26 cents per hour, while employed, end padkers averaged 38
cents per hour. The majority of the hired workers were women and children; males
aged 18 to 44 comprised only 5 percent. The 300 hired strawberry workers on the
frrria covered by the enumesation worked an average of Y.4 hours pof dny and "~
oarrief an sverage of $2.00 per days t .~

Louisiang Snap Beanst The survey in the snap bean area of Louisiana included parts
of Livingston, Tangipshoa and St. Helena Parishes. This survey covered wages and

wage rates paid to 357 harvesters of snap beans during the weck of May 6-12, 1945.
All bean pickers were paid at piece rates for bushel-size hampers. Rates averaged
49.5 cents per hamper and showed little variation. On the average, workers earnod
43 cents an hour, worked 7 hours a day on the farms surveyed, and earned $3.00 per
day. Most of the workers were Negro women and children reczjuited from nearby famme
towns and villagese

~

‘Arizopm.bebpube: A survey of 778 workers harvesting lettuce in Maricopa County,
Arizona,was made the week of March 25w31, 1945. Bvar 60 percent of the hired
workers were Spanish~American men, 20 percent Spanish-American women and 14 percent
Mexican nationals. All the workers were paid by the hour. The average hourly
rate was 70 cents an hour for cutting and 64 cents an hour for field packing.
Workers harvesting lettuce averaged 7.2 hours and earned $4.80 a day.

Washington Asparagus: Asparagus harvesters in the Yakima Valley area of Y'fashington
averaged 80 cents per hour during the weck ended May 12, 1945. The special survel
obksined wage information on 212 asparagus workers, of whom 202 were cutters pal
by hourly rates, ranging from 75 cents to 85 cents, with the exception of a fewso
40~ and 50-cent rates paid boys or girls under 14 years of age. Approximetely .
percent of the workers surveyed were females. The average age of all workers fo
whom age information was obtained was 22 years. Asparagus workers on farms .
covered in the survey worked an average of 10.8 hours per day and earned an aversé

of $8.60 per day. 8



COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE.ADE MORE THAN
6 MILLION PLACEMENTS IN 1944

A total of 6,127,088 placements of farm workers were made-byrthaWooperative
ixtension Servige during 1944. Of this number 5,700,000 were made dufing the
period May 1 to Decembexs 31, a gain of 33 percent over placements during the CoOm-
barable period in 1943. About 96 percent of the placements, or 5,896,000, were
made on seasonal jobs lasting 5 months or less. The remainder, 231,000 were
~lacements in jobs of more than five months duration. Approximately 59 percent
of the seasonal jobs were filled by men, 13 percent by women and 28 percent by
youths (boys and girls umder 18). Of the jobs lasting more than five months on
which workers were placed, 81.9 percent were filled by men, 5.7 percent by women
and 12.4 percent by youths. It is estimated that 2,650,000 different individuals
were placed, many workews having been placed more than once during the year.

In the administration of the Extension farm labor program, existing organi~-
zetional facilities of the Cooperative Extension Service have been utillized at-
all levels -~ Federal, State, county, community and ‘neighborhood - additional peyp-
sonnel being hired in the Federal, State and county extension offices as required
to handle the new resnonsibilities; 92 percent of the additional personnel used
in the farm placement program were employed in to counties. Because of the seae
sonality of much of the work on farms. 85% of placements are made during the fiwe
months, June through October. Advisory committees were orgenized in States,
cotnties and communities to askist in determining farm lsbor requirements and in
recruiting and placing workers. The name Us Se; Crop Corps was selected as & °
convenient ‘label covering all types of workers recruited for agricultural laba .
Specialized programs - Vietory Farm Volunteers and Women'!s Land Army, were organ-
ized for recruiting from youth and women of villages and citiese.

To' serve the farmers that use hired labor in the 3,000 agricultural counties
in the United States, the Extension Service utilized 9,000 placement offices in
1944. In most counties the county agent's office was used as the central office
to receive farmers!' orders, to register workers, and to refer workers to the
vlaces where they were needed.

Farmers who wished to utilize this service placed orders with the placement
offices. These orders gave specific information with regard to the type and
amount of work to be done, the wages and perquisites offered, hours of work,
date workers were needed, and arrangements for getting the workers to the farm.
In 1944 approximately 700,000 different farmers placed 1,600,000 orders for worke

The Extension Service conducted meetings during the winter months, informing
farmers of the procedures for placing orders and obtaining workers. With the
help of 125,000 neighborhood leaders, farm labor information has been given to
practically every farm family concerned.

Special programs have been inaugurated to assist migratory seasonal workerse.
In important feature of these programs has been to supply migrant workers with - -
information about jJob opportunities in areas to which they might migrate. In
some areas information stations have been established on major highways to give
migratory workers information in regard to crop condition, maturity dats, and
need for labor.

The scarttty of docal seasonal workers has required highly organized compaig
to get youth, women, business men, factory workers and others to help during
peak seasons. Committees organized in towns and cities, consisting of leading
local citizens representing civiec organizations, schools, newspapers and radio
stations, have developed and carried out mobilization camalgms. In some cases,
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these campaigns have involved door—to—door soiicitation ufging urban people to
give their spare time to helping with the harvest.

Factory employees, business men and others have been mobilized for farm work
during their vacation periods and during free hours in the evening. In some
. instances, town holidays have been declared during which time stores were
clased and townspeople assisted with the local harvest.

When the supply of labor from all local sources was deemed to be insufficient
the Extension Serivce has determined and certified the need for outside workerg.
The prisoners of war and foreign workers made available by the Army and the War
Food Administration for these emergency situations have been placed with farmers
‘who have contracted for their use. Farmers have been assisted in organizing
into county and community farm labor cooperative associations that are responsible
for the full and effective utilization of these workers.

More than 1,708,000 placements of youths under 18 years of age, involving
approximately 875,000 individuals were made in 1944. Six percent of those
placed lived in work camps. Twenty-four percent lived on farms with farm families
and 70 percent lived at home.

In 1944, county extension farm lzbor offices nlaced about 400,000 individual
women in farm work. While most of the women did seasonal farm work, 11,000 werg
placed on farmeps jobs lasting 5 months or longer. Sixteen States operated
camps for women farm workers. In 1944 more than 300 farm labor canmps. réceived som
financial support from Extension farm labor funds, and provided housing for an
estimated 62,000 workers.

In 1944 information was sunplied in response to more than 1,269,000 inquiries
made by Selective Ser¥ice relative to essentiality of agricultural workers.

Over 1,014,000 farmers were instructed with regard to labor-saving methods,

sharing of labor and equipment, et cetera. There were 22,000 communtties with
organized programs for the exchange of lsbor and equipment.




SUMMARY OF RESULIS OF THE 1944 EXTENSION FABM
LABOR PROGRAM JANUARY 1 - DECBMBER 31, 1944 y
(48 States and Hawail)

RECRUITMENT AND PLACHMIENT

Nunmber of orders received from farmers for farm 1labor . . . « . « « « « « + o0 . . . 1,584,279
Estimated number of different farmers with whom one or more workers were placed . . 700,400

Total number of farm labor placements . . . . . . . & ¢ o + « « o o o o o o o o« . 6,127,448
. Total Seasonal and

Seasonal placements 2/ Year-round placements 2/  year-round placements

Men 3,453,024 ‘_J»j 189,437 3,642,461
Yomen 763,719 12,974 776,693
Youth 1,679,482 28,810 1,708@92
Total 5,896,225 231,221 8,127,446
Bstimate of number of different individuals placed:
a.H.n........................... e o o o .....1.375.000
Bo WOMOD & & v v ittt ot e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 400,000
c. Boys (under 18) . . . . .t v it i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ees 545,000
d, GIrls(under 18) . . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e 330,000

Estimated number of youth placed who lived in—

a. The farm home where employed . . . . . . . . . . . e e e e e e s e e e e e 150,000
b. Farm 1abor €amps . . . . . . . . . v v o e s e e e e e e e e e e s e s e e . 35,000
¢c. Own home (transported daily to and fromwork). . . . . . « . . . . . e e e e 690,000
Total 875,000
Funbe MONTHLY FARM LABOR PLACEMERTS
um ber (Adjusted to annual statistical reports)
1,125,000
1943
1,000,000 |
B 1944
875,000 - *Number of Placements
MNonth 1943 1944
:a'n' - 86.106
760,000 I Teb, - 83,533
:ar. - 128,200
pr. - 130,370
625,000 | May 148,674 208,741
June 315,930 674,857
July 712,039 825,746
500,000 | zug, 757,533 822,585
gept- 1,100,476 1,035,685
ct. 736,618 1,129,774
378,000 - Nov. 383,628 ’615.308
Dec, 144,687 299,282
250.m —Totﬂl 4.‘2‘55.583 8.124. i§7
* 48 States - Hawaii not
m’om molmd.
Jan

. Feb. Mar. April May June  July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov, Dec.
1/ From 1944 State Annual Statistical Reports. ~

2/ Monthly reports adjusted to annual statistical reports.

3/ Includes families placed as sharecroppers and tenants.

930 (6-J5) EXTENSION SERVICE, FARM LABOR PROGRAM

WAR FOOD ADMINTSTRATION, WASHINGTON, D, C. (Over)
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HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION

Number of intrastate workers whose transportation was paid wholly or in part from

Extension Farm Labor Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . vt 0 e e e e e e e e
Number of farm labor camps recoiving financial .upport trom ktonoion Farm Labor
Funds . . . . . . . . . ... . . e e e .

Number of differont workers housed 1n faeinties provided vholly or 1n part from
Extension Farm Lador TUundS . . . o . &+ ¢ 4 s o 2 s e s s e s s e e e s s e e e o

TRAINING AND LABOR UTILIZATION

Number of communities with organized program for exchanging labor and equipment
Number of organized tr.ining courses conducted . . . . . . « v ¢ . ¢ ¢ o 4 o 0
Number of different individual workers trained for farm work:

B, MOn . . L L L L Lt e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

De WOMOBD . v v v 4 v 6 4 e v e bt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e

c. Youth . . . . « ¢ v v v v v v o v
Total

Number of farm people, labor foremen, and supervisors of youth labor given organised
instruction in regard to training and use of inexperienced ladbor . . . . . « « . .

SELECTIVE SERVICE

Number of agricultural workers on whom information was supplied for use by Selective
SErviCce 1/ v i i i i i il e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

ORGANIZATION

Number of placement offices operated
a. By employed persomnel . . . . . . . . . .6 e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
D. By volunteer 1eaders . . . . . . . v v v 4 .\ 4ottt e e et e e e

Total
Number of county farm labor advisory committees . . . . . . « « « o o « v . . e« 0.
Membership of county farm labor advisory committees :
I L
Do WOmBD & &0 v o i i ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Total

Number of subcommittees of county farm labor advisory committees
a. City, town, and village mobilization committees . . . . . . . + o o « o o « &
b, Victory farm volunteer subcommitteesd . . . . . . . v « v v v 0 0 b . e e ..
c. Women's Land Army subcommitteed . . . . . . . . . 4 .t 4 e e e e e e e e e
d. Camp and other committees . . . . . . . . . v v i v e v bt e e e e e e

Total

Number of county farm-wage DOATAS . . . & « ¢ « ¢ ¢ ¢ & o ¢ o o b et s o 0 s o o s
as” Number of hearings held . . . . v v ¢ 4 ¢ 4 ¢ ¢t v o o v s ¢ o o o o o o o o
Number of volunteer leaders assisting with the farm labor program (includes members
of committees) . . . . . . . . . . i . e e e e e e e

_/ Includes some duplication unco information was supplied on some workers more
than once during the year.

930 (6-45) 12

21,515
325

65,642

22,017
1,542

136,629
31,179
148,442

316,250
106,801

1,269,799

3,954
6!201

9,185
2,506

31,654
4,210

35,864

3,874
2,156
487
706

7,203

1,409
2,136

176,516

May 21, 1945



L}

UNITED STATES IEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUEE
Burean of Agricultural Economics

FARM LABOR PLACRMENTS JANUARY 1 - APRIL 30, 1944 and 1945

— — o ——— —— —— — —

. s>
5

=~ Motal seadonal & year-

f .o . “\ . -
¢ Seasonal placements 1/ 3, Year round placements 2/ 3_ _ round placements _ _ _ .
-~ + e Peesga ] 1, Tesr i slacenis 2/ - ol DlereRelgle DTl
- T “Namber ¥ "~ Rmber s Em% s~ Wupber ~ ¢ Mumber
Maine : o4 76 118 1 181 .. 262
AH, : 58 116 151 189 209 315
The- : 77 55 371 412 248 367
Mzssa : 91 414 216 229 307 643
71, : 3 4 36 27 67 31
Conn. _ _ 3 __2,18 _ __1;813 _ _ _ _ 428 _ _ _ _ | 563 _ _ _ _2,6809 _ _ _ 2,076 _ _.
n.Y. : 492 9,201 3 204 1,787 2,746 10,068
N.J. : zigg ) 1,817 gzs 812 1,23:; f'?,ﬁ%
Pe. 3 915 23 _ ___1,583 __.
Orio 3 THRT T T T 20T 1,784 — ~ T 71, T T T RT 3,816
Ind, : 387 945 681 1,332 1,530 .
Iil. : 402 4,390 5,703 7, 6,105 12,256
%ﬁch. t z,sgs 435 1,107 83:_5’ g, gszg 1, ﬁg
is._ _ _3__ 767 _ _ _ _ 494 _ _ __ 3188 _ _ 1,917 _ _ _ _ 2y _—
Thnmn, T I,BD ;233 3,038 1,350 298 T 2,583 °
Lowa : 1,373 3,211 1,818 1,205 3,191 4,416
Moe : 1,709 207 1,855 654 3,564 961
No Dake. 3 12,478 6,240 7,121 6,413 19,599 12,653
S, Dak. ¢ 470 575. 389 458 859 1,033
Nebe, 2,503 7,387 562 488 3,065 7,875
Se b e _B42 - __5%58 ____ == .50 __.
s : 32 1838 5 58 5 13555
Md. : 1,778 10,008 322 305 2,100 10,313.
Va. : 453 10, 160 500 245 953 10, 405
Y. Va. : 7 97 76%. 572 832 - 669
N.-C. : 2,789 11,594 2,369 2,116 5,158 13,710
S. €. : 2,768 7,269 1,117 1,314 3,885 8,583
Gas s 7,992 18,021 1,385 2,104 9,377 20,125
Fla,_ _ _3 _44,018. _ 16,581 _ _ _ _ 2,193 _ _ _ _ 779 _ _ _ 46,211 _ _ 17,360 _ _.
Ty T Toa5E 5,38 1539 PR 657 V. 543
Tenn, : 3,615 10,547 17,006 14,669 20,621 25,216
Ala, : 2,299 7,663 1,770 1,857 4,069 9,520
Misso _ _ 3 2,244 _ _ 31,135 _ _ _ _ _ 2,289 _ _ _ _: 2,686_ _ _ _ 4,533 _ _ 33,821
Ark, - t 26,699 53,531 3,456 10,446 - 30,155 63,977
La, - ¢ 5,819 13,019 1,930 958 7,749 13,977
Okla, s 12,940 - 43,919 1,027 599 13,967 44,918
Tex, : 12,850 53,091 2,508 3,172 15,358 56,263
Mont, s 1,264 1,592 754 5337 2,018 2,129
Idaho : 1,651 2,331 538 502 2,189 2,833
Wo. - 8 620 748 351 625 971 1,373
Colos 3 2,199 4,086 1,464 1,615 3,663 5, 701
N, Mex, & - 7,456 14,893 496 288 7,952 15,191
Ariz, ¢ 15,060 32, 449 830 467 15,890 32,
Utah ¢ 342 5395 164 169 .08
Nev, : 741 566 400 727 1,141 1,203
Wash, T 7,086 T T 18,0456 T T T TI,AT T T T 2,036 T T8,413 T I8y T T T
Qrege : 1,942 5,409 710 1,626 2,652 7,035
Calif, T 87,795 135,495. . . 11,817 9,622 99,612 145, 1i7
Totals 3 284,980 550,421 90,069 30,38 375,049, 640,801

. —— — — — N — — — — —— — w— o o— ——

——— - . —— —— o —— —— ———— —

+ Extension Service, Farm Labor Program, War ¥ood Administration, Washs, D. Ce

1/ Jobs lasting five months or less filled by workers referred to farmers
. :b)f'p_l‘aﬁement offices,

Zj,Jops lasting motre ‘than £i
placements bffices,
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" UNITED STATES IEPARBMENT OF AGRICULTUKE
Burean of Agricultusal Economics

FOREIGN WORKERS AND PRISONERS OF WAR EMPLOYED IN AGRICULTURE AS'OF MAY 1945

T e R e e . —— > — —— G —t —————— — — — — G — G — — —— —— — G G — i — ———

Maine 3 80 106 200 386
¥.H. 3 38 76 114
Vie t 166 16
Masse 3 34 82 45 51
g.z; : 220 lg 17
omn. %V __ 24429 _ o ____Me —— 2,548
LA Al = —4E3 =9 15z~
N.J. H 1,447 89 212 1,78
Pae 8 _ 24 ____ 2 o ___%2 _______ 10 ____3% .
Ohio : 895 200 1,095
Tnd. : 150 288 3 228 669
111, : 533 542 32 802 1,99
Mich. ¢ 565 423 385 1,373
Wise $ 589 216 a5 333 1,182
Minn. ¢ 119 10 160 269
Iowa @ 100 39 880 1,019
Mo. : 117 2,673 2,79
N. Dak, 741 %1
S. Dak. & 120 120
Nebr. 3 737 978 1,75
Kense _ 8 43 6. o __ 2,400 _ _ _ 2,689 _
Delaware: -z 319 I [::)
M. : 240 581 26 700 1,547
Va. 3 206 585 91
W.Va.. H
N.C. : 474 474
S.C. : 563 563

T Ga. : .688 6508
Fla, e _ 283 4,688 477 ___2,m
Ky,  ~7T°7~ - 185 5
Tenn. : ® 448 445
Ala.. : 300 300
Miss. 3 _ e 2,626 _ _ _ 2,6%_
Ik~ T TTTTT T TTT T TT ST oo 8,031 B,

. la. : 4,420 4,40
Okla. ¢ 898 eu
Toxe  _ 3 o 3023 3T
Mont. ™~ % 2,081 P
Idaho @ 3,163 865 4,08
Wyo. : 235 102 857

olo, 1,990 1,381 2,765 7 B35
N Mex. : 920 520
Ariz. 1,497 52 1,002 2,551
Utéh. . 785 85
Nev. _ % _ _ _ B3 313,

ash,  ® 2,824 553 3.
Oreg. 1,569 630 2.1%
Calif. : __ 27,888 5,946 33,034,
Totals ¥~ " 76,022~ 15, T """ T 5,886 _ """ 1028 T T T 45T T DL,

;I._/ As of May 26 data provided by Requirements and Certification Division, Program Branch, '
Office Of Labor' VJQ F- Ao .

2/ As of May 24 data provided by Extension Service, War Food Administration, Washington, D. Cs
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UNITED STATES IEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUHE
Bureau of Agricultural Economics

Length of workflay for operators and hired workers, June 1, 1945, with comperisons

— - - ——

———————— —-— =~ === = Operatar _. ‘:‘;“"‘_"'"__"__ . WOTKErS_ _ _
State T June 1y v Juwpe I, ¢ June I, § June 1, ¢ June 1, : June T,
s 1940 1944 3. 1945 3 1940 3 1944 3 mlﬁg:;
T TS T T T Y T Hours — s s Bours g
Maine : e Z.5 12.5 5.7 9.5 9.7,
N.H, :- 11.5 . 12,2 11.9 . 9.4 9.7 9.6;
The 3 12.5 12.9 12,7 10.6 11.1 11.3°
Mass. :r  11.5 11.6 11.3 10.0 9.8 9.6
R.I. t 12 12.8 %g {8-2 13-3
Conn. ¢ 11, - 12.0 0 1.1 _10.% __ _ _ o2
T Fog, 4 _ 120 124~ 12.8' SRR T« X R 0.0 . 10.0 _
rY” — 77 '12'.5 =TT T 12,5 0.7 AT T 10,
N.J. s 12,0 12.6 12.2 10.6 10.0 10.1
Pa-. .‘ 12 5 -___1300 ----- 10 4_--_' 10-9___-—1015 ‘-
MK '.""'“’T"L..‘S"’"""'l:{ T Ty ____W_,__}U-g____m:. -
Ohioc ~ ~ -~ F7TT1Z4T T 77133 129 0 10.2 .
Ind. g 12.6 13.5 13,0 10.4 11.0 10,7
111, : 12.3 13.9 13,5 11.0 12.2 11.4
Wis, 3 13.6 _ _ _ _13.2 _ _ __ 1.7 ___ 2.1 ___ _11.8
L'.m"ca'n%'.""?“m.s:""jz.s* TTIZa_ """ r;e_____'rr.z_____n;l:_
v valaiindiadi Maatien §- 0 - Sunia b S S 3.2 o2 1.9 s
Iowa : 12.6 14.0 13.2 11.2 12.3 11.5
Mo, 3 12.4 13.3 13.1 10.5 10.7 10.4
N, Dak. : 12.5 13.6 13.5 11.5 12.0 11.9
S. Dak. : 12.7 13.9 13.3 11,3 11.8 11.3
Nehr. 3 12.8 14 2 13.3 -11.1 11.7 11.3
Kans. 3 12-9 _____ ___- 1.0 ——— —— 10.6 N
V., Ten¥._ ~ :z:*mz;' - -3 - D P R Il_‘_'O______ S - S 2 s
TeT.” — T 1T T T3 T T T2.6 Jo0.4 10.2 R
Md.. ‘ 12‘4 -).209 11.6 *10‘4 10.8 10-5
Va.. g 11.9 12-7 12'4 10.0 1003 909
W, Va. $  l1.5 12.1 12.0 9.4 9.9 9.Q
ND cl ‘ 1107 12..3 11.9 10.2 10.4 9'7
s. C, : 12.0 12.3 12.1 11047 10.6 10.1
Gae : 11.9 12.6 11.9 10.8 10.8 10.3
Fl&o '____.___i 110 llll 10_0_6 _____ 9_-_5________2-3_____ Y.
A2 YR TR & ¥ S - S ¥ vy A To.3" " " 10.56 _ ___Io.U -
Yo ARt vh Aot Zanbadabats 70 10.4 10.5 10.2
Tenn. : 11.9 12.8 12,4 10.6 10.9 10.5
Ala, : 11.8 12.1 12.0 10.7 10.6 10.2
Miss, ___3__115 12.1 11.8_ _ 10.6_______ 10,6 _ _ _ _ 9.7 _
ES. Terde _ — T _AL7 "X I T TIZa Tl ___10.6_ " T"To1 T
rk. T 1LY T T TR T T T T T T T T T 103 — 0.2 9.9
. : 11,2 11.3 11.0 10.0 9.9 9.4
Okla. : 11.9 12.8 12.8 10.2 10.3 10.1
Tex. ___¥_ 11,9 12,7 123 _ _ _ _ 10,4 _ _ _ 4 ____.3 _
A A D s 3 S -5 S 73 S T T2 TO03 T T I T T
WMont 1 12. 13,1 13.2 10,7 10.8 0.6 '
Idaho 3 12.8 13.6 12.8 10.0 10.0 9.%
Wyoe : 12.1 13.2 13.0 10,4 10.6 10.5
COlO. ‘ 12.5 13.4 1300 10.5 10.7 1000
N, Mex, 3 12.0 12.9 12.1 10,4 10.0 9.2
rize t 11.5 12.2 11.6 9.4 9,3 9.3
tah : 12.0 13.2 12.9 9.0 9.1 9.0
Neve _ _ ___3_ 118 ___ 121 _ _ __ 120 _ _ _ _ 8.0 _ _ __10.5 ____ O
V73 YO TR -2 St B V- N A 10.1 T T T 0.L % 0.7
a' L] : I.-s —1-§v thz T0.0 'B- 9.8
Orege 3 11.8 122;2 12.0 9.6 9.5 9.2
Pacific.” — __ 1_31.‘3____ZIZ-Q'.‘.-_:...7_6..__222925?...21’:’.5.-.?5:::::275’;
U. s, : 12.1 12.8 12.4 10.4 10,6 10.2

-l? -



IN THIS ISSUE

Page

Text s o s e o 8 e e ® o s e s o o » e ¢ o o oo 1"3

Farm Wage Rate Indexes and Related Data, U. S.,
J-lme 1 ) 1945 . . L] . . - L] . L ] ® L] L] . L . . . . . 4

Farm Wage Rates by Geographic Divisions, June 1,
1945, with comparisons « « « + o v o ¢ « ¢« o« o o« « B

Farm Wage Rates, by States, June 1, 1945 , . . . . . . B

Farm Employment, U.S. and Geographic Divisiong,
June 1, 1945, with comparisons « . o« « « o ¢« ¢« » « 7

SPECial A-rea Surveys L] . - . o . . . e o e e o . . 8

Farm Labor Program of Cooperative Extension
Service, January l-December 31, 1944 ., . . . . 9-10-11-12

Total Placements by States, January l-April 20,
1944 and 1945 . . . . . ¢ vt e e e e e 0 s . .13

Statistical Summary 6f-Farm Labor Program . . . . 14-15

Foreign Workers and Prisoners of War Employed
in Agri cﬂture - L] ® L L] L d * . L] L ] L] - . o - L] L] 16

Length of Farm Workday o« o o « o o« o o o o o o o o o 17

Ind-ex e e ® o *« e * e @& @ © o e o o . @ e 0 e ® e @ 18

- 18 ~




