UNITED STATES DEPAKRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service

Release:
FARY, LAROR REPORT 3:00 P, (E.T.)
cimgten, D. C. T oo oo Yarch 14, 1241

FAarkM EMPLOYAENT UP LEZSS
THAN UsuaL IN FEBRULRY

The number of personeg working on Tnited States farme increased only slight-
1y during February and totaled 8,968,000 on Yarch 1, the Lzricultarsl Marketing
service reported today. The March 1 estimate wes 73 vercent of the 1210-14 aver-
a-e and abont 1 percent smaller than 2 yesr ago.

Ferm employment during Ferruary ordinarily incresascs about 4 vmercent, but
cold westher east of the Rockies &and heevy to excessive precipitation in the Far
Test retarded spring work arcand karch 1 this year and farrm erployment was up
only 185,000 or 2 percent over a month earlier. Spring oats were being seeded in
some localities in southern Kansas on the first of this month, but plantings were
delaved 1n most of the Southern Plains erea because of wet soil. Corn and cotton
plantings were late in Florida, ard preparations for planting spring crovs were
retarded in all Gulf States. Heavy rainfall in Arizene has necessitated the use
of conciderable hand labor for weeding lettuce and carrot fields. The 1940 cot-
ton crop is sti1ll being picked in that State.

The number of family workers (including farm overstors) employed on March
1 was estimated to be 78 percent of the 1910-1¢ averrze or 7,111,000 persons.
The employment of family lator was up seasonally over a month earlier but, as on
February 1, down slizhtly from a year ago.

Approximatelv 1,857,000 hired workers were emploved on March 1, an in-
%

IS

-
crease of only 64,000 hands &*“r the Febru=ary 1 estimate. This rise was only
about one-third of the usual sessonal upturn. There were small increases in the
number of hired workers in all States excent the No~th Atlantic group; in this

area contrasessonal declines Wwere recorded.



United Statesz farm employment indexes, March 1, 1941, with comparisons
(1910-14 = 100)

iJle,fP@hl,f!hnl,fJMLL iFdnL Mar.1
1940 ° 1940, 1940 © 1941 1 1941 1943

Total farm employment: :
Unadjusted............. et 72 73 75 71 73 74
Adjusted for seasonallt" ] 82 37 25 88 87 84

Family labor: :
Unaljusted............. : 77 77 79 78 75 3

Ad jucted for ceason- :
alitv... i, : az 89 28 an 87 87

Hired labor: :
Unadjusted.............: 55 59 64 57 €2 64

Adjusted for season- :
ality................: 79 82 B0 81 886 en

Persons emplored in tne Jaited States, February 1941, with comparisons

Farm employment 1/.. .......... 8,980 8,712 8,927 8,967 8,698 g,8%
Family workers.............. : 7,140 7,076 7,159 7,089 6,977 7,050
Hired Workers ............... 1,840 1,676 1,768 1,87€ 1,721 1,825

Nonagricultural emnloymenxhgﬂ.: 35,641 34,475 34,381 A7,299 25,343 -=-

Total emplovment............. L 44 R21 0 43,187 47,208 45,266 45,041 -

;/Average of estimates of farm employment as of the first of the civen and the
following months=.

g/Estimates of the Burean of Labor Statistics, '7.S.Dept. of Labor. Excludes
persons employved on W,P.,A. or N.Y.,A. projects, enrol{pes in C.C.C. camps, and
military and naval forces. -’



Farm employment, United States and geogravhic divieions,
liarch 1, 1941, witn comparisons

TOTAL FARM EMPLOVLEIT

Geographic f Jan.l, f Feb.l, ' lar.l, | Jan.l, | Feon.l, . Yar.l,
division ‘1940 ¢ o1940 ) 1940 ) 1941 941 T 1941

——————————— .T10001s 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's

United States......... . 8,641 g, 781 9,073 g,614 8,782 g€,968
New Enziand.......... : 227 234 223 228 240 242
M1ddle Ltlantic......: 532 £45 556 542 559 543
Zest Morty Central...: 1,329 1,220 1,230 1,225 1,328 1,379
West Lorth Centrsl...: 1,427 1,472 1,472 1,431 1,453 1,490
Soutk Atlantic...... .1 1,569 1,587 1,717 1,562 1,590 1,675
Yagt Sovth Central...: 1,281 1,267 1,422 1,705 1,352 1,375
Mest Soutn Central...: 1,377 1,412 1,474 1,425 1,442 1,450
dountein. ..o oo o 372 271 279 287 274 382
P2CiflCeeeneernnennnst 447 4358 40 428 204 459

FAMILY WORKERS 1/

Taited States....... .7: 7,063 ~7,088 7,230 6,965 6,989 7,111
Few Bngland.......... : 162 153 154 162 ie2 155
iiiddle Atlantic... ..: 299 400 404 200 400 400
Sast Worth Central...: 1,106 1,102 1,105 1,102 1,096 1,104
West Jdorth Central...: 1,208 1,246 1,234 1,190 1,190 1,224
South Atlaatic..... .: 1,245 1,245 1,309 1,224 1,224 1,291
Zast South Central...: 1,213 1,204 1,243 1,162 1,185 1,188 °

’est South Central...: 1,150 1,152 1,187 1,147 1,152 1,163

United States...eccvu.n : 1,578 1,693 1,843 1,649 1,793 1,857
New Zngland.......... : 65 71 39 65 78 77
Middle Atlantic...... : 133 146 152 142 159 1456
East North Central...: 223 228 245 223 232 235
West North Central...: 219 230 248 241 263 265
South AtlanticCesce...: 324 344 408 338 366 384
East Soutn Central...: 148 163 174 143 167 189
West South Central...: 227 280 287 273 290 297
Mountain.. ... : 93 94 101 90 95 105
Pacific.....vieveeenn. : 146 157 159 127 143 158

Based on revnorts from 25,278 farmers.
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Farm Labor Supply - January 1, 1941 in Relation to January 1, 1940
by Crop Reporting Districts

(January 1, 1940 =100)

Percent
Maine 92 - - 89 -~ 88 - - i - - -
NQH. ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 95
Vt. — = e e m e e e e e e e e e e e u
Mass, =~ = e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e m
R.Io b bl - - - b b Lo - - - -. bad hd hand - - 91
Qolln;_.._:_:_,:u_:-_:_.:_:_.:m:._:-_:_:_::_:__:_:._:__88
N.Y, - - - 75 - 96 89 - 8b - 88 - 83 89 93 96 - -
N.J, ¢ - - -~ 82 - - - - 84 - - - - 8% - - - -
fa_-___9§,‘:_:_9_3_:_85_95_:_92._:_8_8_.-:_8_53_9;_95_:_:__:‘
Ohio 100 - - 103 - 89 100 - 98 - 100 - 104 106 113 - - -
Ind, € = = 88 ~ 93100 - 92 = 93 =~ 94 89 99 = -
111, 93 - - - - 89 94 100 92 - 96 95 105 - 103 - - -
Mich, 92 - - 89 - 94 92 - 88 - 79 - 88 79 75 - - -
l"l§~__-_Q_:_:_9_2-_:_9_Q_9_5_:~9_l_:_9_?_:_9_5_,99,82-_r~:__:
Minn, v 97 - - 95 - 77 95 - 100 - 96 - 101 94 91 - - -
Iowa ¢ 98 - - 94 - 97 99 - 96 - 93 - 58 97 100 - - -
Mo, ¢ 91 - - 96 - 94 102 - 90 - 94 -~ 84 99 98 - - -

Del, - - - 73 - - - - 88 - - - 89 - - - -
Md, 91 = « B4 - 4 4 e e e e e = 01 82 e - -
Va. Ve e - 7 = = 89 - 94 . 8 ~ 86 91 B -~ - -
W.Va, 98 = = 97 =« 98 £9 =~ 86 = 92 = = 86 = = -
N.Coe $ 89 =~ =« 92 w 95 91 - B85 - 94 4 & 91 85 = @ -
S.C, 98 =~ =~ 96 = 98 96 - 9 e - 1 . -
Ga., 86 = =« 90 « 87 93 ~ S0 =100 =~ 98 90 91 - = -
Flae. 2109 = = = _ =103 _ = _ = 88 _ = _ = _ =_ = _97_ = _ = _ =_ _-=
Ky, 93 =~ = 98 - 96 95 -~ 98 -~ 97 - = e e e -
Tenn, ¢ 92 = =~ 95 o« 97 92 <« 93 2 93 a@ @ = = = - -
Ala, 1102 - ~ 95 82 91104 -~ 94 o~ 90 -~ 90 86 94 - - -
Mi§54 95 = = _92_ =_99100 _ = _98_ = _99 _ -108102 _96 _ = _ = _ _-=.
Ark, P96 -~ =~ 98 ~ 97 91 87 = 87 = 99 103 101 ~ = -
La, $ 91 - - 99 & 99 90 - 100 =107 =~ 96 96 98 - - -
Okla, ¢ 94 « =~ 91 =~ 95 90 - 91 ~101 - 94 92 97 = =~ -
Tex, - 86 84 90 _ =~ 82 91 = _94_ = 98 _ =~ 84 94101 - _89 __-.

Wyo. 92 — - 91 - 98 107 - 100 - - - - - - - - -
Colo, : 99 - - 91 ™ - - - - - 91 -~ 103 89 86 - - -
NeMex, : 90 =« = = = 93 = =« = =« = = 95 « 78 = - -
Ariz, 1 -~ - - 88 - - - - 73 - - -~ 101 - 86 - - -
Utah ¢ 99 - - - - - - - 100 - 99 - 96 - - - - -
Nev, 93 = _ = _ =_ =109 _ - = = =_=_=_=10_=_=_=__=

Wash, ¢ 90 = = 90 = 88 = = 91 = = = = = 95 = =«
Orege ¢ 91 = = 89 = 96 = =« =« = = = 91 91 = = = -
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Farm Labor Demand - January 1, 1941, in relatich £o Jamary 1, 1940
by Crop-Reporting Districts
(January 1, 1940 = 100)

State ;"1 i IN:1S: 2 :2h: 3t 4 : 4h: BibAi 6:EA: 7 T 8 : 9 1oAr10:®
Me. 98 - - 104 - 111 - = .o==EeeRO o _ _  _
N.H' - - - - - -_— -— — - - — — - - -— - — 105
Vt. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 10
Mas S, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 101
R. I . - - id - - - -— - — : p— -— — - P - 103
Somn. - - _ - _-_=z_-_ - _=_-_=_=_=_=__-__=__~__-_10

S.Dak. 118 - - 110 - 96 122 - 105 - i17 - 96 124 118 -~ -~ -
Nebr, 127 - - 115 - 123 - - 111 - 108 - 119 108 116 - - -

—_—em e e e T T TR T T R T e TR T 2V e e e s Tt T e T e Y e T T e e Y= -

N.Mex. 105 - = - - 105 - - - = - = 9 - 107 - - -
Ariz, - - - 62 - - - - 109 - - - 108 - w07 - - -
Utah 113 - - - - - - - 129 - 100 -~ 126 =~ - - - -

—Tem e T T e e e e e e e T Y e e e e e e e e e e e g e e e e e e e e e w— —— — —

Oreg. 105 - =~ 118 - 105 - - - - C
Calife 101 - - 119 - 102 106 - 111 103 113 - - 104 - - - 3

—
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Farm Lebor Supply and Demand Ratio:
January 1, 1941, in relation to Janwry 1, 1940
by Crop-Reporting Districts
(January 1, 1940 = 100)

e e e e o . — _ Crop-revorting district _ _ _ .. _ _ _ _ _ :
S NS e R h tdn: B BAD A A 7 L 0 L Rhiig: Sate
Me., 94 - - @ - w9 - o BERecmto o -
1
Vt. - - = - - - Lo oo s
Mass, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 70
T
Gonn, _ = - _=-_ - _ - - _ - _ = _ - _=_+ _=_=_=_=_=_.=__8
N. Y. - - - "C - 99 ©0 - T - 85 - 79 $3 86 82 - -
N. J. - - - 03 - - - - 79 - - - - R7 - - - -
Pae - _ 83 = _=_S0_=_77"_91_-_90_ =-_"78_=_"70_84_92 - _=_ _=_
Ohio 1O - e = 85 U0 - S - a0 - £E8 97 Q1 - - -
Ind. g4 - - o2 - 87 a7 - 89 - 83 - 92 87 87 - - -
I11. 89 - - - - 82 91 99 91 - 91 91 99 - 105 - - -
Mich. 85 = - 8T - S el - T - 7 78 77 65 - - -
Wise _90_ = _=_°21_=-_77 90_=-_88_=-_86_=-_84 8T 77 = _=_ _-=._
Minn, 2 - - 24 - 7 4 - 593 - 91 - 93 89 92 - - -
Iowa c2 - - 859 - 83 &7 - - 87 - 89 491 97 - - -
Mo, 7S - - 87 - 56 94 - rD - 90 - 73 2 89 - - -
N.Dak, 85 - - 9% =~ g8 90 =~ 96 - 81 - 8% 7o 76 - - -
S.Dakx, 80 « - 84 - 97 B8t - 84 - 83 - 87 78 84 - - -
Nebr. 69 - - R4 - 70 - - 85 - 83 - 74 70 74 - - -
Kans., _66_= _=- _87_ = _79_858_=-_70_=_"72_ = _62_ 76_73_=- _ = _ _-._
Del, - - - 65 - - - - 7 - - - - /8 - - - -
Md. 84 = - 87 - - - - - - - - - e0 69 - - -
Va. - - - 82 - - 32 - 856 - 76 - g2 85 84 - - -
W.Va. 98 - - 94 - 91 88 - 76 - 92 - - n7 - - - -
N.C. 87 - - 98 - Q0 91 - Q2 - 82 -~ - 37 7 - - -
S.C. 97 - - 97 - 98 105 - 92 - - - - c1 - - - -
Ga. 84 - - 38 - 86 7o- 89 - 90 = 91 Rr1 77 - - -
Fla.  _ 97 = _= _ = _=_98_ =_&=_86_=_=_=_=_091_=_~=_-=__-=.
Ky. 91 - - 94 - 68 92 - Qs - 95 - - - - - - -
Tenn, 75 - - 82 = 85 85 - 1 - 89 - - - - - - -
Ala., 04 - - 39 77 73 109 - o2 - 88 - g0 91 93 - - -
Miss., _ 90_ = _=_°0_=_84 27 - _97 - _95_ = 101102 93 = _ = _ _-.
Ark, 84 - - e - g3 21 - 80 - 74 - 84 97 83 - - -
La, 90 - - 90 - S8 101 - a3 - 91 - 122 120 129 -~ - -
Okla. 81 - - 84 - 8§56 7& - 71 - 7 - 68 73 90 - - -
Tex.  _ = _77_8l_87_ - _73_74 - _84 - _R6_ - _71_287_°7_ - _88__-:.
Mont. 84 = - 95 - o) - - 99 - - - 74 85 79 - - -
Idaho 96 - - - - - - - - - - - 91 97 90 - - -
Wyo. 88 = = 77 - 87 92 - 78 - - - - - - - - -
Colo, 96 = = 75 - - - - - - 7 - 87 8 8 - - -
N.Mex, 86 - - - - 8 = - - - - - 102 - 73 - = -

Ariz, - - - 99 - - - - 67 - - - 94 - 80 - -~ -
Utah 87 - - - - - - - 78 - 99 - 7 - - - - -

_——

—_—
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Farm wage rates: Averaze rate January 1, 1941, in relstion to Jamuary 1, 1940
by crop reporting districts '
e ﬁJgnEagv_lL 3920_5_]902 ___________
P _ _ __ .. . _ Crop-reporting district - _ _ _ _ _ _

State; T T1TN1TsT 3 12oA s A 4 idehr B v bek: by hear T BT j9maT To) Steh
Me. :114 - - 114 - 10z - . SoeeeRb T T T T T T T
N.H, 00 = = - - - - - - - - - - - - - - =1
Vt. ¢ - - - - = - - - - - - - - - - - - e
Mess - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1M
R.I. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 109
fomn. : - - - - - - _ = _ = _=_ o~ = _ o= == - = 105
N.Y. : = - - 114 ~ 1(7 110 - 111 - 106 - 1173102 104 102 - "
R S - - 108 - - - =110 - - - - 109 - - -

Pa. _ :109_ - - 112 _- 310107 _ - 100 _ _~-_ 104 _ _- 107 107 107 - _- _ -
Ohio 107 - - 111 - 107 105 - 102 - 10% - 105 G869 1ng - = s

Ipd. :110 - - 107 - 102 101 - 1r5 - 102 - 105 107 14 - - -
I11. :07 - - - - 108 104 107 105 - 109 1n7 el - @R - - -
Mich. ;103 - - 103 - 104 10% - 1132 - 117 - 19 111 123 - - -
Wis. :107 -~ _-114 _-_ 111 o7 _ - 1C3 _ - 111 _ - 111 11¢ 114 - _-__ -
liinn. :116 - - 130 - 1Co 12 - 117 - 102 - 122 102 100 - - -
Iowa :108 - - 114 - 105 111 - 104 - 104 - 115 104 107 - - -
Mo. 107 - - 107 - 104 1n9 - 1n4 - 107 - 110 10Mn 111 - - -
N,Dak.:111 - - 115 - 178 8% - 13° - 103 - 110 103 12 - - -
S,Dak.:107 - - 110 - ¢g 1979 - 110 - 107 - 112 118 115 - - -
Nebr. :114 - - 105 - 114 - - 107 - 115 - 102 105 103 - - -
Kens., :113 - - 119 _~-_ 119 102 _ - 117 = - 119 _ - 105 105 106_ - - _ -
Del. - - - 112 - - - - 11f - - - -1 - - - -
Md. 119 - - 107 - - - - - - - - =110 107 - - -
Va. : - - - 106 - - 106 - 112 - 113 - 109 100 111 - - -
w.,Va, :101 - - 105 - 109 9¢ - 102 - 10N - =107 - - - -
N.C. :108 - =104 - 102101 - 107 - 96 - =109 109 - - -
«,C, 101 - - 105 -~ 99 101 -~ 1inl - - - - 10n - - - -
Ga. :103 - - 103 - 109 10¢ - 106 - 105 - 104 112 127 - - -
Fla.,_ :108_ - - _-_ - 117 - _=104 - - - _=-1° - - - __-
Xy. : 107 - - 100 - 104 101 - 98 - 102 - - - - - - -
Tenn. :113 - - 105 - 107 105 - 111 - 108 - - = - - - -
Ala. 10+ - - 105 103 1156 106 ~ 105 - 100 - 113 10" 103 - - -
Miss. : 98_ - _-104 - 106 105 _ - 104 _ - 99 _ - 106 107 106_ - _- __
Ark. 113 - - 107 - 106 10& - 1173 - 108 - 102 108 102 - - -
La. :104 - - 102 - 9% 11% - 107 - 107 - 97 8o 118 - - -
Okla. :109 - - 104 - 111 1085 - 102 - 111 - 108 1024 104 - - -
Tex. = - 106104 111 - 114 102 _ - 177 _ - 105 _ - 114 1n2 99 - 111 _ -
Mont 101 - - 1ce - 9€ - =107 - - - 127110 107 - - -
Idaho :112 - - - - - - - - - - - 95102 111 - - -
Wyo. :100 - - 113 - 105101 - 104 - - - - - = = =T
€olo. :103 - - 109 -~ - - - - - 112 - 100 10% 108 - - -
N.Mex.: 94 - - - - 109 - - = - - - 109 - 2 - - -
Ariz., : - - - 103 - - - - 85 - - - 96 - Qa0 - - -
Utah :107 - - - - - - - 107 - 10%8 - 93 - - - -
Nev._ 3101 - - - - 92 - = _-_ - _ = _ -~ _~_9°5 _~ -~ _~—--
Mash. :111 - - 104 -~ 110 - = 10R% - - - - =-102 - - -
Oreg. :106 -~ - 111 - 1068 - - = - - - 10¢F 106 - - - -
Cslif.:111 - - 119 - 112 107 - 100 105 106 - - 103 - - - 7
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Total Emoloyment Dovn Since November

The total number of perscns emploved in gainfnul occupations throughout
the Tnited States in January was 35,343,000 persons. The estimates of the Buresy
of Labor Statistics indicate a seessonal decline of 956,000 in the number of per-
sons employed in nonagricultursl industries from December to January. But, even
with the number of persons working on farms also down seasonally, the January
1941 total was still 5 percent higher than in Janusry 1940. The increese over
January of last yesr was due entirely to the higher level of nonfarm employment.

Lebor Supply Cut Shsrvlv in Some Rural Areas

Two months ago, reports from farmers indicated a rather general declins
in the supply of labor available in rural a-eas for work on farms at prevailing
wage rates, as compcred with the e¢uprly on January 1, 1940. As a resilt of the
general current interest in this development and the irregularitv of the decline,
the Aericulturel Marketing Service has included 1n this issue a sprcial tabula-
tion of the percentages of change in the report:d labor supply by crop-reportine
districte from January 1, 1940 to Jenuary 1, 1941.

neports from about 22,000 farmers on January 1, 1941 indicated that the
supply of labor availeble for work on farms aver:ged about 86p7r%?nﬁormal or down
8 percent from a year earlier. This was the collective subjective apprazisal of
the situation by a lrrge and representative groww of well-informed farmers. Only
very general instructions are given these voluntary revorte-s and no specific cues
as to, the foctors to be trken into consideration in snswering this question are
snggested to them for guidance. An examination of their verformace in the past,
however, on the basis of the clo<e inverse relationchip of their reports to change
in factory emplovment, would indicate thnt the Department's crop correspondents
have been rather shrewd jufges of the rursl labor cipoly. Apnarently these re-
ports heve been brsed on the relntive numbers of persons geeking f=rm work in
their recpective localities, sond the relative difficulty encountered in hiring
nev workers at current wage rates. Local reports on the level of factory employ-
ment are seldom aveilnble to formers as an aid in appreising the situation.

The 8 percent cut in the rur-l lsabor eoply compared with a year ago was
not distributed evenly throuizhout the country. In fact, there wes a wide voria-
tion vithin States, The nttached mep showing the percentage decline by crop-
reportin. districts indic~tes thot the most severe reductions occurred in areas
where factories and shipynrds are rushing f111 speed ahead with the production of
goodsfor tne defense of thc¢ nation. A reduction of 25 percent in the supply of
labor aveilable for work on forme was reported, for example in southeast Wichigan
adjacent to Detroit, Shorp reductions olso were reported in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New Jersey, Meryland, Delawvare, up-State New York, ~nd the areas
around Pittsburgh,Cleveland, Chicrgo, and in southenst Wisconsin--all industrinal
areas thet here been stimuleted by nctivities orising from the Notional Defense
Progrrm. Shipbuilding activities in southeast Virginin, and a pick-up in the
chemic~1l industry in the southern part of West Virginia, ~nd the constrnction
of o powder rlent in southivest Virginia apperently are reflected in the smaller
labor suprly indicrted in those arecs. Other reductions in the supply situ-tion
also were indiceted in southern California and in the Pacific Northwest. Reduc-
tions in the labor supply nlso occurred in parts of the Central Plains Region
where a comparatively lrrge supply relotive to demand prevailed a year ago.

- 12 -



These indicated reducticn< in the lebor supnly do not necessarily imply
a shortaze of workere avsileble for hire, ecspecially st the time of year to
shich these 1ndicationc relate (Jarmary). TFarm activity 1s usuzlly at a low
otl 1n most perte of the country at that sesson 2rnd suornly hac been consiiered
1n reistion to prevailing waze rates. Increased efficiency of the available
1zbor force would also operate to relieve any resl shortage that rmight develor.
Lonzer hours, more da;'s per weck, & 1 more ccmplete ntilization of family work-
ers——1ncludin- children now in schcol--will 1incre-e.- the lsghor force avsilavple
for farm work 1n meny areas. Information now svailatle for one Southern State
ind1lcates thet in recent monthe farm operators worked on their own fermson the
areraze less then * days per week.

s higher on
17 lover farm
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The demand for farm vorkers at prevailinsg ware rates vs
;

Jamuarv 1 than a2 year ago. This vas in contrast to the gereral

labor supply end 1s ”€€19Cubd in tkhe lsrger murber of hired hand: retzined on
frrms during tne past winter. The increase in the demand for f=rm labor re-
ilects, 1n part, the increased abilitv of farmers to D~¥ preveciling vage rates

csult of the recent and vrospective improvement in ferm income. After
wtence for se-sonal fluctu~tions, the index of cssh incom= from ferm

ng wes ot the highest point for the ye-r 1240 in Decerber. A further
in s registered in Januery. The increase in demond, tozether with = lower
apply, brousht the supply—demand ratic below & yerr azo in aecrly all sections
nf the countrv.

Farm wage rates on Jrnuarv 1 everazed S points higher then o year esr-
Lier and -t 124 percent of the 1910-14 nversze the rze r-te inliex 1n Jonu-ry
‘s th~ higheet for th-t month cince 197%1. Comprre Ten , T ge
rates vere lower 1in onlv ¢ ferv scottered arers in the country. ERotes in the
Trst North Centrel nnd Middle and South Atlentic Stotes were hisher than else-
"nere on Jrnunry 1, 1941, as compared with - veer earlicr.
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