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FARM %AGE RATES UP THREE
FOINTS FrOv A YEAR AGO

Wage ?ates paid by farmers on October 1 averaged. about the same as on July
, but were about 3 points higger than on October 1, 1979, the Agricultural
‘arketing Service reported today. The index of the generai level of daily and
onthly ratgs reported by farmers was 129 pércent of the 1210-14 base on Octobver
1, compared with 126 in Octobér of last year. Day rates without board ranged from

0= cents in South Carolina to $2.05 in the State of Washinston and averaged $1.61

)

or the country as a whole.

In the North, farmers were busily occupied in harvesting the late potato
crop on the first of October. Corn and soybeans were alsc being hayvested along
vith fruit picking, beet pulling, and seeding of winter wheat. In the South,
cotton picking was in full swing in many 1ocalifies. Tobacco cuttineg was unusual-
ly late in the Burley Belt this year, and had to be crowded in with corn husking
and other fall harvest operations.

The higher level of October 1 wage rates fhroughout the country as compared
7ith a year earlier reflects a rather substantial drop in the number of workers
available for hire and a sizeable increase in the demand for hired workers. As
of the first of this month, reports from more than 20,000 farmere indicated that
the supply of workers avsilable for hire in rural areas was only 85.6 percent of
lormel as compared with 90.4 a yerr ago. This was the smallest supoly reported
for that dste since 1927. This apovarently resulted from the recent increase in
Industrial activity and milita;y recrultments. The latest data available on in-
industrial employment indicate that the number éf vorkers employed in manufactur-
Ing industries in August already was as high as in October last year. Since

August, industrial employment probably has increased further.



Farm wage rates and related data, United States, October 1, 1540,
with comparisons

PAmWAL i sy 1,7 ect.l, P oguly 1,7 Oct.l,
L ) 1910_34: 1979 : 1979 : 1940 : 1940
FARL. TAGE INDEX . T T T T
Tnadjusted..........ccveee v s 100 126 126 129 129
Adjusted for seasonal variation.....: 100 122 122 125 125
FARM TWAGE RaTES :

Per ronth, with board............... ¢ $22.09  $28.18 $28.28  $29.01 $28.77

Per month, without board............: 2°.18 25 .26 25,13 27.18 %6.84

Per day, with board................. : 1.16 1.36 1.35 1.37 1.79

Per dar, ithout board.............. : 1.42 1.59 1.57 1.62 1.61

SUPPLY Or A.uD DEMalD FCn Fakli LABOR :
(Percentage of normal) :

Supply.e..... e e e e et —— 89.6 90.4 g1.4 85.6

D EmMaANAe oo v tv vt et e : - 84.6 83.4 86.7 88.1

Supply as a percentage of demand....: -—  105.9 108.4 102.0 97.<

FARM ENPLOYMENT INDEXES :

Total- :

Unadjusted....... ... + 100 101 22 100 a7
Adjusted for seasonal variation...: 100 89 14 g2 g

Tam.ly lavor- :

Tnadjusted. .o eee e nnanananns : 100 100 97 97 95
Adjucted for seasonal varzation..: 100 20 e g7 ge

Hirec labor- :

Unadjusted. . .oveeeeeeenennenaanaaat 100 107 104 108 105
Adjusted for seasonal variation...: 100 er as 89 £o
FARL EMPLOYMENT (Thousands of Dersonc;:

OLAL e e e et e e ee e . 12,082 12,215 11,e86 12,037  1L,7%
Family 18DOT...vveeeeevneeeeenn-o.t 9,130 9,124 2,054 8,925 8,683
Hired 1abore . e e iiveeneeeannal 2,897 2,021 32,022 3,112 2, 082

RELATED INDEX" S :

Prices received hy farrers 1/.......: 100 89 a7 95 97

Ratio of prices received to : N
farm wage rates...................: 100 71 77 74 72

Industrial wage rates 3/............: == 213 219 222 5/

Industrial emnlovment 4/............ . - 94 104 100 —/104

Industrial pay rolle 4/.....o.ooian.. PR g4 102 cy =104

_—— -

1/As of the 15tk of the month. 2/June 1940 - latest data available. 3/Average
weekly earnings, New York State factories, June 1014 = 100, g/Bureau of Labor
Statistice indexes for manufsacturing industries revised 1923-25 = 100. 5/August
1940 - latest deta available.

Based on reports from avproximately 22,453 gorrespondents. The data for
previous auarters, by States, appecr in Crops 2nd Markets for January, April,
July, and Cctover.



Farm wage rates and related data, by geogravhic divisions,

October 1,

194C, with cecmoarisons

Geographic '
divisicn :
FARM WACE RATwS :
PEE MONTH WITH BCARD :
Wew EZngland................. :
widdle Atlantic............. :
Eact North Central..........:
“eat North Centrel.......... :
Soutn Atlantic.............. :
East South Centrel..........:
Test Zoith Central..........:
tountain.......ooeiii i, s
Pacific..ev i i, :
PIR 1iCJ4TH TITECUT ROARD :
Nev Fngland.........ovvunenn :
wid?le Atlantic.............:
zast North Central.......... :
"eet Vorth Ceatral......... .
Souatr Atlantice..... ... :
East Sonth Central.......... :
Fest Sonth Central.......... :
Mouhtain...... ...l .. :
Pacific...oi il
PIR DAY WITHE ZOARD :
Nem ZFagland..eeeeine s
"iadle Atlantic.............:
Fast North Centrel..........:
Tedt North Centrol..........: -
Soith Atlantic..............:
Eaet South Central..........:
Te2dt South Central..........:
1omtain.. vttt e
Pacific.. .o oo

PER DaY WITHO'TT 2QARD

New England......ooovvven... :
Middle Atlantic.............:
Fast North Central..........:
Tect Worth Central..........:
South Atlantic..............:
Fast South Central..........:
“est Touth Central.......... :
mMountain............. ... .00
Pacific...viveuinn it

fnmual @ gyyy 30 oct.1,? July 1,} Oct.l,
aver=ze: fo1979 Y o1ee0 Po1340
1ein-14: : : :
Toliars Dolliars Dollars Dollars
24.18 32.95 232,52 73,21 34,23
22.25 20.23 29.727 30.7%2  30.92
22.75 22.57 29.75 30.735 70.54
26.22 20.05 2§.89 2¢.37 29,75
14.62 15.29 15.25 17.85  17.75
14,71 15.47 14.08 15.14  15.50
17.35 13.12 18.93 19.87  20.13
32,48 37.24 36,59 26.91  23.°8
33,45 43.18 44,79 42,24  4..88
37.70 57.24 Eg.52 57.°0 58,43
33.41 45,53 45,62 47.13 47.35
32.80 41.71 a2.07 42,25  42.95
35.85 29,19 = ®9_%€ 39,8 40.42
20,97 25.17 c4.e0 ©5.69 25,77
20.80 27,27 22,5 22,21  23.08
24,92 27.ez 27,43 28,25 28.78
46 .42 5R.62 £2.54 52,42 52,89
48.16 64,04 67.04 65.12  67.83
1.27 1.79 1.88 1.80 1.85
1.24 1.74 1.758 1.79 1.85
1.31 1.673 1.67 1.48 1.72
1.45 1.57 1.58 1 1.53 1.64
el .c0 .88 .92 .95
.21 .21 77 .80 .8%
.oz 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.C2
1.5C 1.73 1.72 1.74 1.75
1.42 2.00 2.02 2.0° 2.10
1.71 2.71 2.70 2,77 2.70
1.6% 2.37 2.35 2.28 2.45
1.63 2.15 2.17 2.17 2.23
1.82 2.08 2.11 2.06 2.17
1.05 1.20 1.19 1.21 1.24
1.05 1.04 1.03 1.04 1.03
1.25 1.26 1.24 1.26 1.28
2.05 2.34 2.27 2.29 2.29
2.06 2.70 2.79 2.77 2.92



Farm wage rates and related data, by geographic divisions,
October 1, 1940, with comparisons

Geographic . fJuly 1,7 Cet.1, P Jguly 1,° Oct.l, P July 1,° Oct.1,
division Dolgze ¢t o1emg P o1ewe fo1gme Po1oa0 P 14n
SUPPLY OF FsRL' LABOS . ~~ T T T TT T T oo T T TTos
(Percentaze of nornal) :
New EnzlanG..............: 94.9 90.5 27.5 gr.2 84.73 1.0
Middie Atlantic.......... . 87.1 87.9 87.3 88.5 87.6 79.0
Zast North Central.......: 97.1 91.7 90.9 g9.0 87.8 85,4
Test North Central....... ¢ 9z2.0 92.2 91.8 92,5 1.7 SIS
Soutk Atlantic........... : ee.l 87.9 84.4 84.4 87.8 £1.1
East South Central.......: £&7.5 86.5 83.0 8R8.1 87.9 &7,z
Test South Central.......: 92.1 91.1 39.4 91.2 89.4 85.1
Mountain................. : Q8.5 97.7 97.2 95.8 93.9 91.5
PaCITIC. et : 104,73 104.0 101.0 39.9 °2.9 94,5
DEMAID TOR FARL LABOR :
(Percentagze of normal) :
New Enziand..............: &7.4 87.4 39.9 88.1 89.5 21.6
widdle AtlanticC..........: 86.7 87.0 85.3 85.3 82.9 90.3
East Forth Central.......: 86.6 86.0 87.3 87.6 290.6 o1.0
West No.th Central....... . B4.6 7.2 81.9 79.9 £4.9 82,1
Soutn Atlantic........... : B85.8 81.73 87.9 86 .6 £7.8 <07
Fast South Central.......: 83.4 gl.1 89.7 81.5 85,1 €7.¢
Test South Central.......: 7.2 7RLQ TR.2 75,3 P1.9 2P
Mounteln.................: £2.4 8x.% 8n.73 27,8 ge.~ 7.0
PaCifiC. e e ee ey £1.2 79.2 g5.4 87.7 20.1 1.3
SUPPLY &S » P RCENTAGE :
OF DEMAND :
(Percenteze of normal) :
New ERglend........... .1 108.< 103.5 97.3% 100.1 04,2 2.l
Middle Atlantic.......... ¢ 10 .7 101.0 102.3 102.5 az.0 £7.8
East Worth Ceatral.......: 107.5 108.2 104.1 102.6 ©6.S eR.E
West North Centrol....... : 102.7 11°.4 112.1 115.8 108.0 102.°
South Atlantic........... : 102.7 108.1 9R.0 Q7.5 95.4 9.5
East South Central.......: 104.9 107.7 e2.5 108.0 10%.4 107.1
West South Central.......:; 117.2 11&.5 114.3 110.7 100.1 100.8
MOUNtAIN . e e e e eeeeen. ¢ 119.7 113.7 121.0 114.4 109.¢ 102.2
PacifiCe.eee s, . 128.4 131.3 11°.3 113.9 103.1 103.9
FARN EiPLOYLENT :
{(Thousands of persons) :
Total :
New ZnglanG..............: 284 263 277 265 273 ?ZS
Middle Atlantic..........: 719 633 728 €25 709 . ?;E
East North Ceatral....... 11,686 1,551 1,611 1,516 1,600 1,47
est Jorth Central.......: 1,942 1,741 1,905 1,745 1,911 1,77
South AtlantiC...........:2,574 2,380 2,458 2,387 2,423 2,7%
East South Central.......:2,010 2,176 2,027 2,124 1,912 2,073
Test South Central....... ;2,142 2,177 2,118 2,181 2,086 2,13
MOUntAIN. oo s eeeenn.s B27 506 501 493 537 s
Pacific......uevvuue.....t BB86 622 590 574 587 hoe
_________________ Continued



Farm wage rates and related data, by geograsphic divisions,
October 1, 1940, with comparisons - continued

deographic ‘ July 1,° Oct.l, * July 1,° Oct.l, * Jnulv 1,° Oct.l,
divieion Polome ¢o1eme ¢o1gme Poqeze Po1940 P 12940
PARY ERPLOYMENT .
(Thousands of persons) :
Familyv Labor :
New Enzland............ .t 173 165 172 166 170 157
Middle atlantic......... : 4E5R2 401 4£9 403 451 402
Bast North Central...... s 1,261 1,139 1,209 1,128 1,215 1,115
Test 1'orth Central...... ¢ 1,459 1,329 1,437 1,305 1,419 1,302
South Atleatic.......... + 1,370 1,784 1,829 1,787 1,846 1,718
East South Central...... ¢ 1,742 1,857 1,742 1,833 1,543 1,783
West South Central......: 1,633 1,516 1,601 1,653 1,353 1,295
rountaln. ..o i, : 309 286 302 224 203 221
Pacific...ovvviinun.. : 307 31E 330 219 2N4 320
Hired Labor H
New "mgland............. : 109 102 103 29 103 106
Middle Atlantic......... : 261 232 25¢ 222 248 219
Zact North Central......: a4c7 412 402 38% 234 77
West NWorth Central......: 453 412 429 440 492 468
South Atlantic..........: 504 595 59¢ 586 577 617
East Soutnh Central......: 2F1 Z19 285 285 AQ 290
Test South Centrzl......: 510 521 =17 538 522 546
Monntain................ H 218 220 19¢ 279 234 181
Pacific....ociuin.... : 279 204 280 255 283 248

3k 2k 3 e e ¢ e Xk K

Feports from farmers also indicete that the demand for farm labor is up
significentlly over a yerr ago. At 82,1 percent of normal, these reports aver-
aged 4.7 points above October 1, 1932, As a result, the suvrly-demand ratio
dropped to 97.2 on the firet of Cctoter, compared with 10£.4 a year ago. The de-
nend for form labor &t present wage rates is revorted in excess of the suponly in
all parts of the country except the East South Central, Test Central, and Far
Testern States.

Another indication of the increase in the demand for f-rm workers is the
slizht 1ncrease in the number of hired hands actually emnloved on farms.Qctober
1, compared with a vesr aszo. Decpite some decline in the total numberﬁf ?workers
employved, the number of hired hands is estimnted at 3,052,000 as compared with
*,022,000 o venr ogo., The mumber of family workers (farm oversrtore and unpaid
femily labor) on the other hand decreaced fron 8,864,000 on October 1, 19739, to
8,683,000 on October 1, 1240. This reflects, first, a shift of unpaid family
vorkers in agriculture to other indnstries as emplovment in manufacturing indus-
tries incressed and second, the shift of some unpaid familv workers to the farm
Pav roll to induce them to remain on the farm.

The totel number of family workers emploved Octorer 1 wns sharply lower
than on July 1 as thousands of farm children trooped brck to school., This fector,
however, wng of prime importance only in the Morth. In the South Central States,
the number of family workers increased frer Julv 1 to October 1. The fall school
term is broken 1in manv arens of the Somth by a vacation of severnl veeks during
the height of the cotton picking sencon.

-5 ~



Farm wage rates and related data, by States, October 1, 1940

— e e e e e e — —— . e e e e = - = — —— — -

e — - e ——,? et e e e e e e e TR ST T =TT - -

State Fith ¢ Taithout | With G Witpout :SUFPLY ac :Pemand as :Supoly as
board ° board ° board ° Tvoard :pprcenuage:percentage:Dercentage
: : : : :0f nnrmal :0f normal ;of demand
: Dol. Dol. Dol. Lol. Pct. Pct. Pct.
Maine v 22,00 49,75 1.20 2.30 82 88 93
WA, ¢ 21.25 56.20 2.15 2.35 78 2 95
Vt. . 32.350 20.00 1.20 2.70 2 93 &8
ass. : 34,78 2.50 1.80 Z.R0 g2 a1 20
F.I. : 28,00 5.00 2.25 2.98 93 99 °4
Conn. _ _:_ 36.75 _ 64.00_ _ 2.00 _ _2.95 _ _ 77 _ _ _ _ 97 _ ___Z39 __
M.Y v 32.20 48,75 1.85 2.50 79 al &7
n.Jd 34,70 57,20 1.20 2.08 76 £9 g2
Pa. _ _ _:_28.¢5 _ _42.0C _ _1.85 __2.35 _ _ 80 _ _ _ _9_ _ _ _ _8°% __
Ohio ¢ 27.:E 4C.25 1.70 2.25 Ea e 95
Ind. £8.75 ¢ .50 1.60 z.05 o13) 21 °5
I11. CIC AR,.T8 1.70 2.70 e7 €3 €9
Mich 0.2 44 .25 1.30 2.70 30 9z £6
Wis._ _ _:_ C1.73 _ _4E.25 _ _1.85 _ _2.20_ _ _ °0 _ _ _ _ 95 _ _ _ _ 94 __
Minn. 32.73 44 .24 1.90 2.50 an LA 102
Iow 34,25 44,00 1.9C 2.40 o2 24 o
Mo 24.25 37,00 1.20 1.55 2! €a 92
N.Dak. ¢ 31,20 45,8 1.80 2.30 ©9 79 113
S.Dak. 30.25 42,75 1.60 2.15 3 73 113
Nebr 27.50 57.70 1.42 <.00C gl 682 132
Kans. _ _:_26.28 _ _*7.75_ _ 1.8 _ _=2.15_ _ _ 2 _ _ _ _87_ _ _ _ _ 102 _ _
Del : 7.75 £2.00 1.70 z2.20 =7 e5 22
Na. ¢ 23.25 £0.75 1.55 1.¢5 g1 Qg 873
Va. ¢ 22.75 ~2.00 1.20 1.50 79 95 gz
T.Va 22.50 37.00 1.10 1.30 &€ 239 c7
N.C. 13.25 26.25 1.00 1.22 24 o an
38.C. : 13.750 18.75 .82 .85 il o8 e3
Ga. 13.25 12.25 .75 .25 en 20 g
Fla._ _ _:_16.50 _ _=22.ge0_ _ _ .0 _ _1.50_ _ _ 86 _ _ _ _79_ _ _ _ _ 109_ _ _
Ky. ¢+ 21.00 29.25 1.C03 1.730 87 87 100
Tenn ¢ 17.75 24.75 .85 1.05 &6 gq 97
Aln, : -14.25 12.75 .70 -0 £6 87 104
Miss. _ _: 14.25  20.25 _ .75 _ _ _.°5 €7 w7 _ _ 112 _ _
Ark. 15.75 24.50 .E5 1.10 g2 84 a°
La 15.75 22.25 .80 1.05 82 77 116
Okla. ¢ 21.75 31.25 1.20 1.80 20 8A 104
Tex, _ _: 22,25  3l.25 _ 1.10 1.5 e3 8 v 95 __
Mont 41.25 57.50 2.05 2.75 95 8<% 113
Idaho 41.25 £5.25 2.05 2.82 96 21 105
Yvo. 33.00 £4.50 1.75 2.40 97 29 109
Colo. . 31.75 47.25 1.0 2.15 gQ 8e 101
N.Mex. ¢ 22.50 40.75 1.320 1.75 83 85 oR
Araiz. r 37,75 57.00 1.60 2.10 a3 an 103
Utsh ¢ 46,75 62.25 2.25 2.63 94 84 112
Nev. _ _: 45.00 _ _kK.75 _ _=2.00 _ _ 2.20__ _ _ %0 _ _ _ 8 2 _ _ 110 _ -
Wash. 40,00 61.00 2.15 2.05 21 90 101
Oreg. 3650 55.258 1.95 2.50 o2 90 102
Calif. _: 47.75 _ 72.25_ _ 2,10 _ _2.95 _ _ °5 _ _ _ _ 02 _ _ _ _ 104 _ -
7J.S. 28,77 36 .84 1.79 1.61 e5.6 g1 7.0 -
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