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FARM WAGE RATES AT RCCORD LEVEL
EITPLOYMENT UP SLIGHILY

Farm wage rates !md advanced to record levels on October 1 in practically all
recions of the country, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported today.
T.e nurber of rersons employed on tre Mation's farms was about two percent
creater thar a year ago, with most of the increase occurring in the number of
hired worliers.

Ferm wage rates on October 1 were about 7 percent higher than a year ago and a
little over 4 times the 1910-14 average. ith the exception of some rates in
the Sovtk Atlantic ard Pacific States, all tvpes of wage rates reached peak
all-tine levels. Per day rates with and without board advanced in all regions,
with the greatest advances in the Vlest North Central States. Here, day rates
hove soared to nearly 12 percent over the previous high last October. While
rates of vayv advanced from July 1 to October 1 in practically all regions, a
much greater percentage of the hired laborers were employed in the South where
the nrevailing wages are considerably lower than in other parts of the country.
Because of <{his slLifi{ some of the national average rates showed slight declines
from Jduly of this vear.

Some of the iucreases in wage rates throughout the l'ation were due to the sea-
soral demand for harvest labor. 1In addition, farm wage rate rises are martially
the resutlt o the increases in farm cormodity prices and of the tendency of farm
wiges to follov- industrial wagel increases. The sharpest wage increases were {in
day rates reported from the Dakotes, Netraska and Ilinnesota.

About 11,700,000 peonle were working on farms on October 1 of this wear. There
vere onl+ slightly more family workers than o year ago. hired hands howcver,
vere considerally more numerous on farns than at this time last year. Important
incrcases in the number of hired worlers were shown in the South where corn and
rice harvests, pioling the larger cotton crop and peanut digging were in full
Siing.  The " ost Tlorth Central Strctes likewisc reported considerably more hired
hands working on farms this year. Changes were minor in other regions. There
vere 6 vercoent fewer hired workors in the 1iddle Atlantic States whore killing
frosts put an carly end to most of the tender vegetoble crops.

SGasonally, total farm cmployment rosc 5 pereccnt dufing Scptomber, about the
Same incrcase as usual. Increases in the southern rcgions ranged from 6 to 25
Pereert while the number of workers in a2ll other scctions of the country de-
¢lincd semcvhnt from the Scptember 1 level. A greatlv incrcased number of
family workers in the South morc than offset decrecases clsewhere., The number



of hired workers likewisec, rosc scasorally in the Soutlh, but declines since
Scptember 1 in other regions varicd from 6 percent in lew Lngland to 21 wercent
in the VWest Worth Central Stotes.

Weather during the last weel: in Septcember wes mostly fair, but colder than usual
east of the Rockies, OSome frecze damage was ‘reported from tlhe northcrn border
States and a few adjacent areas. Rains along the Atlantic coast northward to
Virginia hindered lfarm activiby somewhat in the South Atlantic Stctes. Llsewhere,
however, major harvesting opcrations were favored by the dry weather which hast.
ened maturity of corn, soybeans and other ripening crovms. Soil preparation and
secding of small grains made geod progress except in the important Greot Pleins
wheat areas.of westorn Kansas and Oklahoma, northwestern Texas and sections of
South Dakotae. Due to the Arynoss of tovsoil, many farmers in thesc Stetes iere
awaiting rain before planting wheat. Cotton picking was nearly finished in the
coastal areas on October 1 ond gocd prosress was being mode in the northern por-
tion of the bLelt. Tre cool, drv weathcr over wost of the country also was es-
pecially favorable for such harvest opcrations as apple picking and the digging
of potatoes, peonuts and sugor beets,.

By October 1 in llew rngland only 25 percent of the important Jlaine potato crop
was harvested but apple picling was in full swing and after somewhat delayed
ripening the cranberry horvest was underwav. lost field crons were already in
berns or silos. The nuriber of familv worlers emploved was the same as last
year but there were 3 porcent norec hired workers. As usual, the number of fani-
17 and hirecd workers iere each doun scasonally Trom Sephtember 1.

In the T'iddle Atlantic States the number of persons ot work on farms was two
percent lower tran last yesr. Declines of Loth family and hired workers wcere
slightly grecter than usual for this btine of ycar. Considerable damage to vege-
table crops was caustéd by hcavy “rosts ihe last week of September. In New York
silo filling was a rush job os was Lhe cramberry harvest in HNew Jersey. Corn
husking, apnle picking, secding small grains and cover creps were jobs common
to the thrce-State arca. lluch of the migrotory labor had alrcady left the area
by October 1.

There was very little change in the number of ferm worlers cmployed in the Dast
North Central Stotes in comprrison irith this timc last year. The number of hired
Worlers declined ¢ percent sincc Scepterber 1 but family workers dropped only
slightly during thce sare period. 1'all sceding of winter grains was maliing good
nrogress throvghout the rcgion. Tuck of the latc corn was being rushed into
silos around October 1. Corn picliing and combining soybeans iicrc just getting
started in Indiena and Illinois. Sugarbeet harvest had started in Michigen and
{lisconsin and the fall applcs ¢ 1ntec hav crops were being gathercd cverywhere.

nd
Varied progress was being made with form work in i liest North Contral Stotes.
Of most concern was the slow progrcss of heat secding in western Kansas and
parts of Febraska, Iowa and South Lalota wvhorc top soil moisturc was insuffi-
cient for germination. Illcarly all grain Inrvest vas completed in the arca,
except flax corbining and sorme shock threshing in North Dakota. Potato digging
and beet 1lifting werc crecting quitc ¢ derand for lebor in liorth Dekota, Nebrasks
and Minnesota. Corn and soybean horvests icre underimy in Missourid, eastern
Kansoes and parts of Iowa. fbout 21 pcrcent rnorc hired workers werc cmployed
this year whilc only slightly morc family members iere at work than a ycar ear-
lier. The decline in number of workers during Scptembor vas about as usual.

Heavy rainfall during the last wcek of September delaed farm work somewhat in
the South Atlantic States. Planting of fall crons hos been deolayed in Florida

T -2 - Continucd on last pages



UNITED STATES DCPARTIENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Economics

Farm labor: Persons employed, wage rates, indexes and related data,
October 1, 1947, with comparisons
T T T T TN YT T T T T Thinnual : Octobsr @ October :September:October
: average : avsrege . 1, : 1, : 1,
: 1910-14 : 1935-39 : 1946 : 1947 : 1947
FRRT EFPLOVIENT {thousands of persoms) T T T —
Tothlessonocooscosssossassnses 3 12,062 12,389 31/ 11,458 11,332 11,700
Family 18DO0recescoscosssoossss : 9,160 9,190 1/ 8,834 8,259 8,896
Hired labhorescsocoosconoacesas ¢ 2,892 3,199 2,624 2,813 2,804
FARM EIPLOYMCONT INDEYES : ‘
(Adjustzd for seasonal variation)

Totaleocosocosecoonooscsosooncs 3 100 S0 32 83 83

Farily 18b0Teceocscccssoscaocos 3 100 ol 1/ 8;s 84 87

Hired 1aboresessessssosssascns 1 100 8% — 67 79 T2

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T TAmtal T October : October i <u.y - :October
T aversge : average : 1, : 1, : 1,

e ________.__._11910:%_ $1975-39 ;. L9468 : 1947  : 1947
Per month, vith boardseecseses : $22.09 &27.10 $91.40 .598.70 $97,.80
Per month, writhout board secee 29.18 34.90 104.00 114.00 112.00

Per day, with boerdssccsscscos : 1.16 1.31 4,36 4.54 4.79
Per day, without board,scseeas 1.42 1.55 4,94 5.17 5.25
Composite rate per month 2/... : 24.76 30,20 96.40 103.00 103.00
FARIT WAGD DAT ITDXS - :
Tnadjustedeeesescosocsoaoscace ¢ 100 122 389 416 416
Adjusted for seasonal vatiation 100 118 378 a0 404
FAQIT "VAGI RATTD INDT IS BY REGIOF
liew Unglandcesecoscoscsesassss ¢ 100 146 386 389 402
I'iddle AtlantiCeccccescocesces 100 133 382 400 414
Dast Morth Centralescceccsccsss ¢ 100 122 351 369 384
West Ilorth Cemtraleceececscoss 100 106 363 373 397
South AtlantiCecseccesscosnsoe 3 100 113 343 35 362
Dast South Cenrolececcocccsos @ 100 1ce2 311 315 337
West South Centralecececcececs 106 105 349 3867 391
lountainesceesooesssossoocacsos 3 160 111 351 374 383
PacifiCocecocsccacosassonscons 3 100 132 428 428 431
RELATZD INDEXES :
Prices reccived by fermers 3/. : 100 107 258 274 4,/ 2886
Ratio of prices received to : -
farm waze retesScecoccassocccs t 100 88 68 66 69
hverage weelily factory earnings 5/ 100 206 408 436 --
7Rev_fs_ea.. - /T T/ T

2/ Heighted average of monthly rates with and without boerd, and daily rates with
and without board tconver*ed to a monthly basis.

3/ Average of the 15th of the given and the 15th of the prev1ous month.

4/ Septembor 15, 1947 - latest data available.

_5__ Fa\,tory payroll ner employed worker , average of all weeks durlng the desig-
nated month. Revised April 1946,
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UNITED STLTIS DEPART-LIT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Dconomics

Farm employment: Persons employed, United States and geographis
divisions, October 1, 1947, with comparisons

TOTAL FARI. LIMPLOY. TWT

~ ‘

" tOctober 1:September:October :September:October

Geographic divisions : average : 1, : 1, : 1, ¢ 1,
e _: 1936-3% : 1946 : 1946 @ 1947 : 1647
7 777 7 Thousands 7  Thousands o
United Steteseeesosses 'z 12,309 11,711 g2/11,87y 11,132 11,700
New “nglondceccocooos ¢ 273 266 259 272 262
liddle Ltlanticesesss @ 672 730 2/ €33 732 682
Dast Morth Central... 1,551 1,481 1,441 1,498 1,440
Tiest Ilorth Central... : 1,725 1,735 1,629 1,802 1,709
South AtlontiCesscoes 3 2,451 2,074 2,205 2,127 2,259
Dast South Cenbral... : 2,275 1,744 2.050 1,671 2,044
T"est South Central... : 2,339 1,749 2.0483 1,694 2,120
l'ountaineseocscscoscss ¢ 488 510 464 535 506
_P‘a_c_nl._fui_c: soeoscosesces ¢ 615 _ 822 664 801 @78

Famil+ Vorlers 1/

Unite'd States..eeeesss ¢ 9,790 0,334 2/78,53% T 8,259 " "g,896

New Tngland -eceeeooee 3 168 171 7 171 175 171
Middle AtlantiCesesss : 418 442 2/ iy 448 419
East Yorth Centralee.. : 1,156 1,214 1,187 1,222 1,188
West Jlorth Cembrel... : 1,347 1,388 1,369 1,407 1,395
Sovth Atlentic....... : 1,825 1,602 1,709 1,643 1,769
Dast South Ceasroles. : 1,919 1,495 1,749 1,422 1,713
lest South Central... : 1,737 1,357 1,618 1,267 1,631
Tountain.ocesoecccoocoeos 3 293 Jix 307 327 319
PaCifiCoosoooooononse 327 354 307 38 201

Hired ior'zers

United StoteSecseessss 3,169 2,777 2,624 ~ 2,873 2,804
Vew Bnglandcecocscenos 105 95 88 97 91
Middle AtlantiCecoeeos @ 254 288 279 284 263
East North Central... : 395 267 254 276 252
West North Centraleo.. : 378 347 - 260 395 314
South Atlonticsscoceos @ 626 472 496 484 490
Bast South Centrols... : 356 249 301 249 331
TWest South Centrel... : 602 392 430 427 439
MoutntaiNesoosocsososes 3 195 199 159 . 208 187
PacifiCooococoosnssoann ¢ 288 468 357 453 387

Wages.
2/ Revised. .

Based on renorts from 17,302 farmers wlo renortcd for their own farms the
nurber of farmilw and hired workers doing 2 or more days of work during the
weelt of inquirv.
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UNITCSD STATZS DZPART TFT CF /GrRICTLTURT
Bureau of Agricultural Dconomics

Farm employment: Total, fanilv and hired wor'ers, United Si-tes,
specified annuel averages, and by months, Jan. 1, 1946-Octoter 1, 1247 1

T Year i T TMotey T ST T T T
and : farm : Panily : Hired
month : emnplom ers wor'-ers 2/ : wor kers
S
1910-14 average : 12,052 9,160 2,892
1935-39 average : 10,920 - £,352 2,568
1939 average : 10,740 8,14¢% 2,595
1240 average : 10,585 8,019 2,566
1941 aversge : 10,361 7,829 2,532
1942 average - : 10,327 7,855 2,542
1943 aversge : 10,263 7,587 2,406
1944 average : 10,037 7,810 2,227
1045 avercpe : 9,344 7,726 2,118
1946 average : 3/ 10,010 3/ 7,862 2,148
January 1 s 7,732 - 6,212 1,320
February 1 : 7,799 6,375 1,424
lerch 1 : 8,263 5,774 1,489
April 1 : g,121° 7,459 1,852
lay 1 : 10,356 §,371 1,875
June 1 : 11,422 8,06¢ 2,453
July 1 : 11,536 8,875 2,711
August 1 : 11,044 8,258 2,786
September 1 : 11,111 3,334 2,777
October 1 - : 3/ 11,458 3/ ,834 2,624
Voveriber 1 - 10,309 - R,30C 2,503
December 1 : 9,405 7,345 2,0€0
1947 average
January 1 8,272 6,747 1,525
February 1 8,280 6,603 1,587
arch 1 : 3,591 7,046 1,545
April 1 H 0,242 7,571 1,671
tay 1 : 10,280 8,281 1,999
June 1 : 11,304 8,913 2,481
July 1 : 11,513 8,333 2,685
August 1 : 11,140 8,301 2,839
September 1 : 11,132 0,259 2,873
October 1 : 11,700 5,806 2,804

1/ Ennual averages are stroisht evereges ol first of iiomih erplovment
estimates. i

g/ Includes farn operators and we “tors ¢ thedr Carilies worlzing without
wages. ;

é/ Revised.



ULITTED STATES DEPART:GNT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Tcononics

Farm employment: -Persons emnloyed, and inde~ numbors, by tvpe of
farming area, July 1946 to date l/

Year : C'orn Area T TN "TidStern Dairy k—r:e:- T
and 27 T T Index / T / D "'I"nd'e',f '07
ﬂo&hj&&ly :Hired. d d: T_qtg_l_ _I_g_n_;_]j _:‘runre_d__'].ota 1: I‘a‘rxlly Hired:Total:! 7 a,m1 131 ly: Fﬂ red Totaﬂ
_. Thovsands "t " _Thousands T
1946 : 979 189 ‘ 1,168 87 - 47 76  : 498 244 742 78 72 78
July :1,052 229 1,281 93 . 57 84 563 322 885 88 25 20
Aug. :1,030 247 1,277 91 61 83 : 537 361 898 84 106 92
Sept.:1,032 216 1,248 91 54 81 532 325 857 83 96 €8
Oct. :1,010 191 1,201 89 48 78 508 314 822 80 93 84
lov. :1,035 205 1,240 92 51 81 : 495 263 756 77 77 77
Dec. : 965 216 1,180 85 53 77 48% 223 706 76 66 72
1947 ' :
Jan. : 911 143 1,054 81 36 69 4435 170 610 69 50 83
Feb. : 882 135 1,017 78 34 66 453 166 599 68 49 61
Mar. : 938 134 1,072 83 33 70 s 448 161 609 70 47 62
Apr. :1,001 163 1,164 89 41 76 : 478 194 672 75 57 69
lay :1,006 200 1,206 89 50 79 400 237 727 77 70 7L
June :1,044 220 1,264 92 55 82 507 256 763 79 75 78
July :1,042 232 1,274 92 58 83 @ 536 338 874 84 100 89
Aug. :1,048 255 1,303 3 63 85 54¢ 358 905 86 105 93
Sept.:1,048 223 1,271 93 55 83 : 540 317 857 85 93 88
Oct. :1,012 193 1,205 89 48 79 = 506 301 807 79 89 82
T T T T T T T 7T Uestern Dairy Arca’ T T T 7.~ T "Tiddle Bastern Area T -
1946 : 678 134 812 94 €0 86 : 1,418 241 1,659 86 57 80
July = 758 157 915 105 71 97 : 1,630 280 1,910 99 66 92
Aug. 728 189 017 101 85 97 : 1,536 297 1,833 93 70 89
Sept.: 697 168 865 97 75 92 : 1,539 500 1,839 94 71 39
Oct. : Qe 157 856 97 71 91 : 1,537 284 1,821 94 67 88
Nov., : 692 147 839 96 66 89 : 1,454 262 1,716 89 62 83
Dec. : 678 116 794 94 52 84 : 1,313 236 1,549 80 56 75
1947 :
Jan. : B33 105 733 83 a7 786 . 1,223 187 1,410 74 a4 68
Feb. : 606 105 711 34 47 75 : 1,229 215 1,444 75 51 70
Mar. : 644 104 748 89 47 79 ¢ 1,262 186 1,448 77 44 70
Apr. : 665 107 772 92 43 82 : 1,339 211 1,550 82 50 75
May : 714 134 848 99 60 90 : 1,458 240 1,698 89 56 82
June : 733 145 878 102 65 95 : 1,607 261 1,868 08 61 90
July : 759 150 90¢ 105 67 96 : 1,642 231 1,923 100 66 95
Aug. : 748 179 927 104 &0 98 : 1,59 2¢7 1,856 95 70 90
Sept.: 698 172 870 97 77 92, : 1,547 287 1,835 94 68 89
Oct. ¢ 708 150 858 98 67 91 : 1,560 309 1,869 95 73 90

e — . - - = A & e e - - - [ — - e e o

Continued--
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UNITED STATES DuUPARTI ™ -T CF AGIICTLIURD
Buresu of .. grlc;ul’cqrﬂl nconomics

Farm employment: FPersons emplqved, and index mumbers,. by tyoe of
farming arca, July 194€ te date 1/ ~-Continued

—— e —— e — - - . . m—— e e - - — —— - m e o —

Tear ot u_a_o_t_c_a_rn_ g_o_t uO_._Q hrea l __:___"- ‘)el _a__J_c_’ctu_o_r.__.’.rec .
and 2/ : : T Tadex 8/ T i 2/ T TIndex 3/

month Familv Hired: Tota_l'r_azmly TirediTotsl: ra:p.lv :Hired: ;otal.raﬁnlv ‘1rec ToL,a'

- ~ Thosands _ : 7 Thousands
1946 : 038 246 1,184 67 78 £9 ¢ 971 194 1,165 29 77 - 87
mly : 1,137 295 1,232 81 9. 83 : 1,125 228 1,353 103 90 101
huge = 918 286 1,204 65 . 91 70 . 1,001 172 1,173 az 63, . 87
Sept. ¢ 908 285 1,284 71 . 91 75 929 212. 1,211 92 B c0
Octe ¢ 1,217 358 1,575 36 114 91 : 1,292 299 1,591 119 118 11¢
ove : 1,092 289 1,381 78 Q2 g0 : 1,087 315 1,369 97 125 102
Tecs 760 190 950 64 . 60 55 895 252 1,117 82 - 100 ab
1907 . .
Jan. ¢ 652 151 803 £6 <8 2T s 7.0 100- &0 £a 20 63
Febe ¢ 642 183 832 &6 - 58 12 s 754 132 825 66 52 66
Tar. @ 722 176 900 51 56 52 767 138 905 70 55 67
bpro 851 182 1,085 60 53 60 871 129 1,000 80 51_ 75
Lay : 1,048 235 1,283 74 75 74 : 1,058 129 1,186 97 51 89
June @ 1,193 326 1,519 85 104 88 : 1,197 225 1,422 110 30 1C86
Jly : 1,135 264 1,397  8C ge @1 : 1,112 217 1,329 102 85 99
RTINS 917 273 1,190 65 87 69 933 179 1,132 g7 71 £
Sept. : 972 307 1,279 €9 98 T s 9.3 239 1,187 o7 95 88
Oct. : 1,276 366 1,632 91 113 95 . 1,219 298 1,517 112 118 113
-: :_—_ ; j: : ) AR es‘ceir'.n -o‘t.t—é‘n_A'“"e-e{ o T Ty a"'l C’ra'i'ﬂ Lrea : - T
1946 : 737 233 1,020 82 93 84 592 115 707 o7 63 - - 89

duly = 369 328 1,197 90 131 g¢ . 666 160 826 109 88 104
bvg, 738 304 1,092 82 121 90 : €63 182 845 108  1CO 106

Sept. : ' 830 262 1,092 86 105 90 841 207 &.8 105 117 107
U P °32 237 1,169 97 85 96 529 139 738 98 77 93
tove : -87F 264 1,135 Q0 105 95 583 129 722 97 71 91
1Dec. : 724 251 975 75 10 SO : 563 9% 657 92 52 83
90T :

Jan. ¢ 675 196 871 70 78 72 566 67 623 91 - 37 78
Pebo 3 656 183 339 68 75 6% 527 68 615 89 38 77
far. s 732 189 %21 76 75 76 568 60 628.» 95 3O 7e
Apro ¢ 750 132 Q52 78 73 77 GCs 71 676 99 39 85
fy 838 201 1,03¢ 87 80 86 626 123 7.9 102 68 94
June 890, 288 1,178 92 115 97 355 13¢ 797 107 77 100
duly 891 293 1,18& 92 117 93 654 161 805 107 33 101
Ange s 781 303 1,08 81 121 89 874 220 ggl 110 121 113
Sept, 773 273 1,046 80 109 858 649 245 89< 106 135 113
Oct. 963 302 1,255 100 121 10% 615 170 785 100 L 99

bt P
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UNITED STATUS DEPARTIENT OF AGRICULTURE -
Bureau of Agricultural Lconomics

Farm employment: Persons emnloyed and index numbers, by type of
farming area, July 1946 %o date 1/ --Continued

et e TS Sty SUE

“Year T T Range Area  ~ 77 "Worthwestern Area
and : ZT : < 7T T T TIndex 3/ T T~ _‘27_ T T ¢T3 T Index 3

_month:Family: Llred Total:Family:Hired:Toteal: :Family:Hired:Total :Family: K Ih_r‘ed_'i"o'ﬁf
: ~_Thousands ~ ~ T T T 7T 77T Thousands .

1946 : 187 92 279 124 91 111 : 206 102° 308 129 131 130
July + 195 111 306 © 129 110 121 : 212 154 366 133 17 154
Avg. : 208 121 329 138 120 130 217 196 413 136 251 17
Sept.: 194 131 325 128 129 129 : 239 207 446 160 265 188
Oct. .: 198 107 306 131 106 121 : 197 138 333 124 174 14)
Nove. : 200 116 316 132 115 125 : 199 130 329 125 167 139
Dec. : 180 T 254 119 73 101 : 191 77 268 120 99 115

1947 : )

Jan., : 16% 65 229 108 B4 91 : 182 . 48 230 114 62 97
Febe : 177 59 236 117 58 94 ¢ 195 39 234 123 50 99
lIar. : 185 53 233 122 52 94 : 200 %0 220 126 51 101
Apr. : 182 79 261 120 78 103 : 211 50 261 133 64 110

-~ May : 195 84 279 129 83 111 : 216 60 276 136 77 116
June : 216 112 328 143 111 130 : 215 99 314 135 127 132
July ¢ 192 111 303 127 110 120 : 215 176 391 135 226 165
Avg. : 213 109 322 141 108 128 : 210 207 417 132 265 176
Sept.: 208 127 335 138 125 133 ¢ 240 207 447 151 - 265 189
Oct. : 204 123 327 135 122 130 : 201 161 362 126 206 183

.e

1 /—- orn Area: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and To'wa"' Tastern Dairy Aree: .lew Hamp-
shire, Vermont, l'assachusetts, Connecticut, llew Yor!: and Pennsylvania; Westcrn
Dairy Area: Iiich igan, 'isconsin, and E’.innesota; lijddle Dastern Area: laryland,
Virginia, "lest Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky and Tennessee; lastern Cotton
Area: South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama; Delta Cotton Area: Mississioni, Arkan-
sas and Louisiama; Ylestern Cotton Area: Oklohoma and Texas; Small Grains Area::
North Dakote, South Dakota, llebraska, Kansas and lontana; Range Area: Wyoming,
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah ahd Nevada; and llorthwestern Area: Tashington
Oregon and Idaho.

2/ Includes farm overators and members of their families doing farm work without
wages.
3/ 1910-14 = 200



UNITED STATES DSPARTIE.'T CF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Lgricultural iconomics

Farm wage rates: UVage rates, by geographic divisions,
October 1, 1947, with comparisons
Eonwal : o+ T i T
Geographic division - : average : July 1, :October 1,:July 1, :October 1
: }910-14 : 1946 : 1946 : 1947 i 1947
" FARTTVAGE RATES " 7: Doliars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars
PER 101TH “TITH BOARD -

— ——— —— tae e = e = —— — ———
.
.

Tew Englandecececeees 3 24,18 91.50 96.70 96.80 98.70
Hiddle AtlantiCeeocsess : 22.25 87.70 29,00 94,40 96,00
Dast orth Centrale.. : 23.75 83.00 85.10 89.40 22,70
West Horth Central... : 26.32 94,00 97.40 102.00 105,00
South Atlanticeeeeesse : 14.62 249,50 49,00 51.50 52,00
Last South Centfal.‘a- : 14,71 435,20 45,00 46,10 £8.60
Yest South Centrale.. : 17.35 63 .50 62.20 68.80 70.70

Mountaino--a.cooeo-o. : 32-48 114-00 lI?oOO 125.00 127.00
PacifiCecosssccancoss w1 33445 152.00 150.00 151.00 151.00

PER IIOI'TH VITHCUT BOARD :
New Englandeeecece-eee : 37.70 153.00 137.00 139.00 1£3.00
liiddle Atlanticoeseses @ 33.41 120.00 120.00 129.00 132.00
Cast North Central... : 32.80 111.00 113.00 118.00 123.00
Vlest iiorth Central... : 36.86 120.00 125.00 130.00 134.00

South Atlenticecseses : 20.97 66.90 63,10 71.80 71.80
Bast South Central... : 20,80 52.00 61.5C - 64.20 67.30
West South Central.., : 24.93 86450 85,60 91.10 95,80

Eountainooooocto-nwuu H 46.42 126.00 148-00 160.00 163.00
PacifiCeeccecoceceosnee : 48,16 120.00 186.00 152.00 190.00

FOR DAY VIITH BOARD

Hew Inglandeseacsssss : 1427 4.88 5.18 5.12 5.20
Iliddle AtlantiCecesss @ 1.24 4.58 4,20 4,93 5,19
Bast North Central... : 1.31 4449 4.61 4.88 5.07
Tlest YWorth Centrale.. : 1.46 2.97 5.4 5.24 6.07
South AtlantiCeeeeces .81 2.86 2.95 3.02 3.16
Last South Central... : .81 2.38 2.64 2462 2.91
Vlest South Centraleee : .93 3.54 3.52 368 2,02
Hountainesesosesesoas @ 1.50 5.24 5.66 5.76 6.06
PacifiCeccconnsoncone 1.49 6.70 6.95 6.84 7.02
POR DAY WITEOUT BQARD :
New Englanfecececeaes @ 1.71 5.84 . 633 6.44 6.68
Tiddle Atlanticesseas 1.63 5463 6.08 .07 6.49
Dast North Central... : 1.68 5.35 560 5.80 6.07
West Forth Centrcl... 1.88 6.18 6.60 6.52 737
South Atlanticeseesss 1.05 3.48 3.65 3475 3,82
Bast South Central... : 1.05 3,03 3.29 3.24 3,53
Vest South Centrale.. : 1.25 4£.06 4£.17 4,25 2,62
fountaineecececeececs @ 2.05 6.08 6.41 6.66 7.25
PacifiCeccseocosseans @ 2,06 8423 8.51 8.21 8.55

.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTIENT OF AGRICULTURE
Bureau of Agricultural Econonics

Parm wage rates: tage rates, by States, October 1, 1946 and October 1, 1947

— — —— ——

Per, month T~ Per month e “Per day Ter day

State : llt_]l _bgg_rd__ i Ei_t_}lo_uj_:__board : with board : without bearg

o P 1046 : 1947 + 1946 : 1047 < 1046 : 1947 : 1046 : 1947

: _:D:Q'_l_lp..r_s‘_ " T Dollars T T Dollars T T Dollars —

Maine : 92,00 93.00 130,00  128.00 5.20  5.30 6.80  6.60
N. Ho  : 97,00 98.00 136.00 142.00 5,00 5430 6420 6470
Vt. : 94,00 96.00 131.00 136.00 5.30 5.40 , 6.40 6.70
Mass. : 100.00 104,00 144.00 153.00 5.00 4.90 6.20 £.80
Re I ¢ 97.00 © 98,00 142.00 148.00 4,90 4.90 6.00 6.50
Comn, ~ : 100.00  98.00 122,00 148.00 5.00 4.80 6.10 8450
Ne Yo ¢ 96.75 105.00 "129.00 14I.00 T 5.10 ~ 5.40 " B.50 T 7.H
e Jo ¢ 97.00 108.00 134.00 147.00 5.40 5.60 6.70 6.60
Pa, ~_:_77.00  81.00 106.00 117.00 4.50 4.80 5.40 5.80
Ohio 73425 80.25 103,00 ~ 109.00 — 2,20 7 "4,80 ~ T 5.30° " 75070
Tnd. : 77425 70.75 101,00 110.00 4,30 4.70 5.20 5.80
I11. : 90.25 98.75 113,00 122.00 £..80 5.00 5.60 5.90
Miche : 88.50 95.75 120.00 129.00 4,95 .5.50 6.00 6.60
Wis.  : 92,75 104.00 123.00  140.00 4,75 5430 5.90 6440
Minn. :  99.75 108.00 ~130.00  139.00 T 6.10  T6.50 7.20 T T7.80
Iowa : 104,00 112.00 127.00 136.00 5.80 6420 6470 7,40
lio. : 72.00 75.75 93.00 101.00 3.80 4,10 4,55 2,90
N. Dak. : 115.00 131.00 148.00 163.00.  6.20 7.80 7.60 9.70
S. Dake. : 105.00 114,00 134.00 147.00 5470 6.50 7.20 8470
Nebr.. : 101.00 109.00 128,00 138.00 5.50 6.40 6460 7.70
Kans. : 90,00 100.00 118.00 131.00 5.20 6.00 6420 7.40
DeT. : 778,00 82.50 100.00 ~ T110.00 ~B.50 T 75,30 T B.50  6.20
Md. : 73,25 80.00 101.00 108.00 5.00 5.20 5.90 6.10
Va. s B1.50 70.00 82.75 92.00 3.80 3.85 4440 %460
W. Va. : 53.50 57 .50 73.75 76.00 3.05 3,20 3.75 3.95
N.C. : 54,00 55.75 74,25 77.75 3.30  3.60 3.95 4,20
S. C. : 39.25 40.25 54.50 55.75 2.15 2.30 2,90 +  2.90
Ga, : 41,00 £2.00 53.00 59.50 2.60  2.75 3.20 3.40
Fla. :  58.00 55.00 84,00 85.00 3.05, 3.25 2.25 £.25
Ky. 2 7 57.00  761.00 T 77,00 T 83.00 ° F.20 T 3.0 T .00 .30
Tenn. : 45.25 43,50 65.00 70.00 2.40 2.70 3.15 3435
Ala. : 21,50 46450 54.75 64 .00 2460 2.75 3420 3.25
Misse : 41,75 43,75 57.50 60.00 2.55_ 2.90 3.10  3.45
Ark,” 7Y T B1,00 T T56.25 T 72,50 T 77.50 T~ B.15  3.15 3,95  T4.05
La. :  42.00 47,00 59.00 €4 .00 2.70 2.70 3.10 3.40
Okla. : 74.75 91.00 99.25 120.00 4440 4,85 5.00 5470
Tox. s 75.00 81.25 102.00 110.00 4400 /:485 4065 5,10
Tiont.  :{ 132,00  120.00 ~156.00  171.00 6.80 ."7.00 T 7.70 8.10
Idaho : 143.00 149.00 176.00 185,00 6.80 7.50 7.70 8,40
Wyo. : 118.00 127.00 156,00 172.00 5.60 6.00 6460 7.70
Colo., : 104,00 109200 141.00 150.00 5.50 5460 6.30 7.00
N. Mex. : 85.25 95,00 110.00 125,00 4,50 4485 4485 5.60
Ariz. : 110.00 130.00 145.00 165.00 £.60 5.20 5.50 6450
Utah : 128.00 140,00 156.00 170,00 £.30 5.70 ' 6.10 6440
Nev. : 125.00 130.00 150,00 165.00 5.00 5440 6.00 _ 6.50
Vashe ~ +.71746,00 ~~ 152,00 T194,00 ~ Te9.,00" ~ 7.00 — "7.20 T T 9.00° 9,50
Oreg. : 143,00 146,00 178.00 183,00 7.20 7.30 8.30 8420
Calif. : 152,00 151.00 185,00 192,00 _ 6.90 (.90 8,40 _  8.30
U 8. % 9140 7 707,50 104.00 T 112,00 L Z.86. T Tau7g T B9 LBk
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Parm labor program: Foreign workers emploved in
agricuiture, October &, 1947 1

i : : : ] : British : silewfovnd -

Stote : llexicans ~:Jamaicans:Bshamians:Hondurans:oarbadians: landers ‘:_'__T_g‘_c‘a_l___
Teime 1 2 6,129 T B T[T T TTITTTTTT e 6,151
. H. <2/ 95 .11 22 128
NET :2/ 16 ... . ¢ 39 55
Mass. : 35. 124 159
R, L. : . 4 4
Conns 1,703 15 31 _1_,_7_4_2 _
Y. T T T T Te9 T T T4y T Th,089 T T T T T T T T 1T~ 7T 20~ T T 1,752
Mo Je 210 5565 2 767
P2 o 212 7 219
Ohio — : T T T T 137~ T pz5” T T T T T T T T T T T T 582
Ind. 220 117 337
111, 157 103 74 334
If1ch. 205 133 85 403
Tise 1,129 56 42 1 1,228
. @ I 1 T T T T TR, 028 T
Tcwa 197 197
0. : 11 11
V. Dak. = 132 132
S. Dake 350 350
Nebr. : 782 782
Kans 117 ’ 117
Del, . T T T T T TR T T TH1y T T T T T T T T TTTTTTTT T eEg
Md. 149 317 1 467
Va. 419 419
iTe Va.o ,

We Co 97 . 97
S. Co

Gan

Fla. 726 549 347 1,622
Ky, — T T T TS TS TS T TS T T T T T T T T
Tenne.

Ala. N

ifiss

e, T, TS TS TS e
Las :

Okl'av

IGXe

Tont.  + 131~ T T7T7 75
Idaho : 2,172 2,172
Wyo. : 234 - 231 .
Colo, : 523 . 523
N, llex. .

kriz., : 567 ' 567
Utah H 831 . 831
Yev. : 131 . 131
Wash, . "7 280 T T T T -TTTT T T T T T T T T T T TTTTTT 580
Oreg. : 476 ) . a7s
Calif. : 11,598 | 11,598
U. 5.3/ 28,859 | 4,028 4,082 1 358 154 - 37,482

I/ Data provided by Requirements snd Certification Section, Frogram Division,
Labor Branch, P. il. A. _2_/ Canadians. §_/ Including Canadians. =
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Farm labor program:

Farm labor placements
August 1957 1/

e e men e mae e S — — — e —

P é_u_gy_s_t : January 1 to Augus’c 31,
State  + (TTTONE TR TAWET T TOAE v X947

tiaine : 19,914 13,356~ 26,365 18,576
M. 1. : 9,087 4,301 13,160 5,809
T : 1,323 9552 2,416 2,070
. ass. : 481 198 2,591 750
Re I. 17 10 142 76
Comn, : 5,97 5.409 21,610 15,776
We Y : 56,003 50,089 ~ "1’:[,‘2%0’“ T T 117,463 T
T Jo 7,657 3,589 26,892 11,030
Po ., i _8,965 3,053 15,912 8,936
Onio 5,020 3,407 — T T 27,014 T T 720,352
Ind, 3,788 5,410 15,197 10,188
111, 9,420 12,345 40,655 30,282
Tich. : 48,528 25,789 102,150 57,342
Wise 10,811 9,549 27,944 21,715

© inn. : 7,207 ) 5,4fr‘“‘""18 961 "19,875
Towe. : 9,350 20,198 31,542 31,516
10, : 942 657 6,643 4,997
Ne Dak. : 50,080 43,005 72,019 61,197
S. Dak. : 7,493 8,620 24,186 21,516
Yebr. : 3,316 2,611 15,681 12,142
Kans. : 27 473 3,571 4,903
mi“"“T“zkﬁ‘“““Tﬁs‘“”%%% B, %98 T
Md. : 9,454 9,087 51,801 36,68%
Va. : 1,929 2,592 28,349 14,030
Y. Va. : 191 89 773 401
T, C. : 10,073 11,094 84,233 119,336
Se Co : 1,854 19,026 16,380 34,793
Go. : 16,861 20,973 70,116 73,252
Fla. : 117 85 18,375 26,768
Ry, ~ 7 T T T yE9T T I, 2 T T T2 el T T Te%,535 T
Tenn. : 10,431 12,264 49,392 42,633
Ala. : 1,688 1,231 13,897 6,650

1 icS. 3,809 2,883 85,453 38,577
e, T T Y T Iz T T T T 10,322 — T T137,452° T T 22,365
La. 4,302 /1,863 36,967 27,418
Okla. 2,546 1,191 61,731 26,595
Texs 50,259 34,5305 170,321 167,131
Vomt. 11,909 T 2,232 T 9,191 17,321
Idaho : 16,510 23,813 162,775 143,034
Vo 1,761 1,201 13,419 9,765
Colos 23,451 20,138 81,340 55,899
No lex. 10,514 2,685 28,438 9,289
Ariz, 163 279 26,395 3,151
Utah 6,793 1,966 56,022 12,478
Mev. 79 715 3,644 3,584
Vashe ¢ 71,745 ~ ~ 59,601 = ~ 207,479 194,592
Ore g. : 56,554 34,012 137,494 117,730
Calif» : 79,307 86,620 355,566 388,172 _
“Total ~ : 673,761 582,885 2,627,008 2,293,187

1/ Date Trom monthly reports of Extension Farm Lebor Progrem, Lxtension

Service, UsSeD.A., VTashington, D. C.
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Parm labor progrom: Placements of ¥World War IT —etorans on farms,
nited States, by months, Janvary 1945 -August 1947 1 )

T T T T TR T T T T T Y Es Yemants or 2 T T T
Tonth : As hlrod d hands : sharecroppers : fL11 placements
1940 : oo
Japuery : 85186 1,750 4,038
Febrvery : 3,544 1,844 5,588
larch H 4,538 1,527 €,065
Anril : 5,707 1,627 7,534
Tav : 8,048 ae0 2,038
June : 12,889 ¢74 13,543
July : 16,052 824 16,886
August : 21,097 e74 21,971
Septerber : 12,199 883 13,082
October : 12,635 729 13,424
Jovember : - 6,921 927 7,848
Deceiber : 4,802 1,507 8,309
Tl T DI E0s DT T T ste T T Tims e T
1847 :
Janvary : 4,060 1,453 5,513
February : 4,763 1,982 6,745
Morch : 5,143 1,876 6,819
April : 7,525 1,024 2,349
tay : 11,622 501 12,213
June : 16,369 1,300 17,669
July : 18,645 583 19,258
Aupust : 15,471 700 16,171

1/ Data from monthWJ reports of Dxtension Farm Lgﬁor Lrogvan, Drtension
Service, UsG.Dols, Tashington, D. C.

Farm labor progrem: Placements of liorld “ar IT veterans on
farms, bv geographic divisions, . August 1947 1/

T e e e s — e T DMt T T
o Qﬁ?i. o _i_;As_hi“eq_pands : ‘fgrbcroqjeru_ga_ 11 Dlacqﬁgptg_
Tew Lngland : 116 ' 1 117
}iddle Atlantic : 181 18 179
Sast North Central 267 . g4 351
West North Central 2,854 32 . 2,986
South Ltlantic : 314 66 380
Bast South Central 418 186 504
Viest South Central 2,199 173 2,372
llountain : 1,810 - 139 , 2,049
Pacific : 7,132 1 7,133

1/ Tata from wonthly reports of Lxtension Farm Tabor Frograwm, Lxtension
Service, .S oDeA., Vashington, D. C, :
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and some damage to cotton, late hay and trucl: crops was reported from other coastal sections.
The number of hired workers increased less than usual during September and on October 1:was
slightly below a vear earlier. There vas about a normal September increase in the number of
family workers, Cotton picking was well advanced in Ceorgis and the Carolinas, and peamut
digging was proceeding rapidly in the region. Apple hervest was melzing progress in the Vir-
ginias and laryland while nany general farmers were busy cutting or husking corn and seeding
land to wanter grain.

In the Fast Scuth Central States excellent harvest weather prevailed around October 1. Hired
and family labor increcsed somewhat more than usual to handle the heavy work load. Cobton
picking made good progress in Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee. In Kentucky the principal
work was cutting and housing tobacco. Digging and threshing peanuts ard the digging of sweet
potatoes were important activities in the southern end of the region. te hays were being
cut and the seeding of winter grains and cover crops was underway over most of the area.

Around the lst of October farmers ir. the West South Central States also were very busy with
harvest work. Total employment rose seasonally to <5 perccnt above the number working on
September 1. In comparison with last ycar Lired labor increased 14 percent but there was
only a slight rise in the mumber of family vorkers. Picliing cr snapping cotton was in full
swing throughout the region. Ric~ was bzsing combined in Louislisnaj Arkansas and eastern
Texas. Other jobs were husking covn, narvesting groin sorghums and digging peanuts. Slow
progress was being made, however, in secding small grains due to droutn condibtions in western
Oklahoma and the high plains of northwestern Texas. The planting of winter vegetables in
south Texas was proccoding normally.

Farm employment declined less than usue) for Scptember in the llountan States and on October
1 there were 9 percent more people vorking on farms than at the some time last year. The
biggest jcbs confronting farmers in this region were the comacrcial potato harvest in Idaho
and sugar beet harvest in Idaho, Montana, Vyoming ard Colorado. Farmers are gravely con-
cerned with the supply of labor in most beet-growing arcas. Some schools and entire towns
in Idaho already have declared holidays to help with the harvest. The bests are carlier than
usual in Idaho, and potatoes, beets, and such row crops as lettuce, onions, corn and seec}
creps are all being harvested at about the same time. Good weather has favored co‘bton.plcl.i-
ing and dry bean harvest in Arizona and New Mexico. The lst of October was a peak per‘lod in
most of the Mountain Stctes for rounding up cattle as well as marketing shcep. There nas
been a general movement of livestock to winter ranges.

Hired employment on Octcler 1 in the Pacific States was 8 percent above last year but the
number of family members ot work vas slirldly smaller. The decline in total employment
since last month was also iess “ben ususl duc to the rapid ripening of crops following
above normal temperaturcs in Septerber. Packing of Delicious and Winesap apples was well
underway in Washington and the Hood River Valley of Oregon. Filbert and cranberry har‘{egt
was also in full swing in Washington TFznll soeding of wheut under idesl moisture conditlons
was procceding carlier than usual in Oregon and the Big Bend and Palouse areas of eastern
Washington. In California hot dry wenthcr hastened mabur ity of such crops as beans, rice,
sugar bevts, grain sorghums and alfalfa. Horvest activities requiring large numbers of
workers in California included: citrus crovs, all vegctubles in many commercial areas, $o-
matoes for canning, grepes, walnuts cnd the wind-up of almend and fig harvest. Cotton pick-
ing is also now generally underway with o large number of workers iavalved. ’ ‘



