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FARM WAGE RATES AND RELATED DATA, APRIL 1, 1937, WITH COMPARISONS

Estimated farm wage rates, the supply of and demand for hired farm workers
and farm employment, as based on reports to the Crop Reporting Board. The data
for previous quarters appear in "Crops and Markets" for February, April, July,
and October, and in the United States Azricultural Statistics 1936, Tables 454
and 455. The data shown below will be published in the April issue of "Crops and
Markets."

: averaze: Jan.l, : Apr.l, : Jan.l, : Apr.l,
: 1910-14: 1936 : 1936 : 1937 . 1937
FARM WAGE IWDEX 100 94 : 101 : 103 112
FARM WAGE RATES: : : : : : ,
Per month, with board : $20.41 + $18.54 : $20.89 : $20.68 : $23.38
Per month, without board : 29.09 : 28.63 : 30.87 : 31.37 : 34.16
Per day, with board : 1.10 1.00 : 1.05 : 1.10 : 1.16
Per day, without board : 1.43 : 1.37 : 1.43 1.51 : 1.58
SUPPLY OF AND DEMAND FOR FARM LABOR : E : :
(Percentage of normal) : s : : :

- Supoly : — > 96.7 ¢ 93.8 : 91.0 : 87.2
Demand : - : 76,0 ¢ 82.1 : 81.7 : 86.6
"poly as a percentage of demand : - :127.2 ¢ 114.3  : 111.4 : 100.7

<ARM EMPLOYMENT 1/ :
(Persons per 100 farms) : : : : :
Family labor : - : 199 ;195 ¢ 154 ¢ 197
Hired labor : - : 62 : 89 : €9 : 78
Combined : - : 251 : 284 : 263 275
RELATED INDEXES: : : : : : :
Prices received by farmers 2/ : 100 : 109 : 105 : 131 : 128 3/
Ratio of prices received to : : : :
farm wage rates ¢ 100 ¢ 117 : 103 ¢ 122 7 114
Industrial wage rates 4/ © —— ¢ 195 : 195 : 209 ; 211 5/
Industrial employment 6/ : - : 8 : 8 : 9 : 995/
' ’ Industrial payrolls 6/ 't —— ¢ 74 ¢+ 79+ 91 i 96 5/
1/ On farms of 21,580 crop reporters.
2/ As of the 15th of the month.
3/ March 1937 - latest data available.
é/ Average weekly earnings, Wew York State factories, June 1914 - 100.
5/ February 1937 — latest data available.
6/ Bureaun of Labor Statistics indexes for manufacturing industries,

1923-1925 = 100.



FAZM WAGE RATES AYD ZELATED DATA, BY GZOGIAPHIC DIVISIONS,

APRIZ 1, 1937, WITH COMPL2ISCHS

. noanl | ; . +
Goographic . ;igigib . Jan. n, , Apr. 1, ., Jan. 1, ., Apr..1,
divisions L reoe . 1938, 1936 . 1837, 1937 .
FARM WAGE EATES‘ : ¢ Dollars Deliars Dollars Dollars Dellars
Per month with board .
New England , : 24.23 25.44 28.06 29.56 31.41
Middle Atlantic 1 22.08 22.04 25.35 25.28 28.44
Bast dorth Central i 23.79 20.66 24.94 24,24 29.59
West Worth Central : 26.02 13.14 24,50 19.77 26.32
South Atlantic : 14.65 14.51 14.75 15.85 16.43
BEast South Central : 14.65 13.78 14.09 15.12 15.65
West Soutn Central ¢ 17.65 16.23 16.95 17.66 18.20
Mountain . I : 32.35 28.13 29.96 31.01 34.34
Pacific : 33.33 33.38 36.50 37.23 41.57
Por month without board :
Now England : : 37.54 46,52 49,44 51.05 53.11
¥iddle Atlantic ' ¢ 33.190 36.99 £0.40 41.34 45.13
Tast North Central - ' v 32.86 °  31.14 35.73 35.79 41,23
West Worth Central ‘ : 36.45  22.68 3%.99 30.72 36.28
Scuta Atlantic ' © ¢ 20.96 21.58 21.9€ 23,33 24,30
Zast South Central - St 20.72 20.02 20.70 21.98 22.65
West Soutih Central : ;25,33 24.21 . D4.63 25.82 26.38
Yountain ' i 46.15 41,78 44,05 45,77 50.36
Pacific :47.97 54.32 56.59 59.45 64.14
Por day with board : )
New Fngland : 0 1.27 1.49 1.61 1.87 1.77
Middle Atlantic :1.23 1.35 1.42 1.52 1.62
Zast North Central ¢ 1.31 1.18 1.27 1.38 1.51
Weet North Central s 1.44 1.0% 1.16 1.13 1.25
Soutn #Atlantic : .81 &) L7 .82 83 )
East Soutin Central : .81 .70 .71 .76 7
West South Central : .99 .82 .82 .88 .90
lountain : : 1.50 1.38 1.43 1.50 1.5
Pacific i 1.50 1.5¢ 1.62 1.75 1.86
Per day without board
New Bngland 1.71 2.22 2.31 2.42
Middle Atlantic - 1.62 1.83 2.00 2.12
Tast North Central 1.63 1.60 1.71 1.86
Yest Nortn Central 1.85 1.48 1.65 1.62
Seuth Atlantic : 1.05 1.01 1.03 1.09
East South Central : 1.04 .92 .92 1.00
eet Scuta Central : 1.26 1.07 1.08 1.17
Mountain ¢ 2.04 1.87 1.95 2.03
Pacific ;. 2.06 2.36 2.4 2.57




FAZM EMPLOYRENT

FARM WAGE 2ATES AND 2ELATED DATA, BY GEOGZAPHIC LI
APRIL 1, 1937, WITT CCuPARISONS

Geographic
divisions

New England

diddle Atlantic
Zast North Central
Test Nortan Central
South Atlantic
Fast South Central
Test South Central
Mountain

Pacific

New England

¥iddle Atlantic
Bast Horth Central
West Nortn Central
South Atlantic
Zast South Central
West South Central
Mountain

Pacific

New England

Middle Atiantic
Bast North Central
West North Central
South Atlantic
Fast South Central
West South Central
Mountain

Pacific

Family Laboer
New England
Middle Atlantic
Bast Nortih Central
West Worth Central
South Atlantic
Bast South Central
lest South Central
Mountain
Pacific

DEMAKD FO7 Fa2l: LiBOR (Percentage of normal)

" Jan. 1, . Apr. 1,
Y1235 1935
(Percentage of normal)
106.6 106.6
103.9 102.8
109.7 103.3
111.4 105.1
9.9 95.2
24.8 95.5
103.4 102.9
112.0 111.4
117 107.0
74,3 79.6
77 78.9
65.8 77.9
5Li.1 65.6
75.5 30.8
71.4 76.8
57.0 62.6
52.9 62.7
73.9 77.8

143.5
1332.1
150.4
205.9
128.3
132.8
181.4
183.5
155.2

146
176
172
176
277
342
29
173
156

1/ On farms of crop repcrters.

133.9
13C.3
132.
180.
117.
12,
164.
177.
137.

220 o

(Persons per 100 farms) 1/

148
173
1686
174
285
368
2::0
162
166

-3 -

1936

100.7
95.9
96.5
99.9
2.4
22.5

100.4

10C.1

101.0

~2 3~ 0 O W
NV U2V O W

W OO OO

SO Vo))

SUPPLY AS A PE=CENTAGE OF DEMAND (Porcentage of normal)

122.4
119.
119.
140.
116.
123.
144,
138.
122.

= O Ul O U0 M

SUPPLY OF F.ixii LA30z

LIBRARY
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D Jan. 1

DIVISIOZSAPR 19 1944
(Continued)
‘ _DEPT. OF_ _
" Apo. 1, .o Jan. 1, apr. 1,
1934 1937 1937 .
26.2 91.9 87.1
$0.8 84.9 20.8
91.6 26.7 833.5
96.1 95.0 91.0
21.3 £7.5 82.7
91.0 39.0 25.4
27.2 96.1 92.2
29.2 96.3 93.8
96.9 97.3 26.2
[STAEE 86.6 21.5
£€6.3 7.2 90.6
e7.4 86.0 92.0
1.1 69.4 77.6
£5.3 28.2 Q1.4
82.5 8.9 89.8
7.0 750 7.7
777 80.2 8%3.2
85.9 87.0 89.6
11407 1¢6.1 05.2
105.2 Q7.4 89.2
10£.8 1¢0.8 90.8
118.5 136.90 117.3
107.0 99.2 - 20.5
110.3 101.8 95.1
125.8 129.9 117.2
iz7.7 120.1 111.8
112.8 111.8 107. &
149 152 150
174 166 165
167 160 160
169 163 16+
253 260 260
266 285 293
211 212 216
161 154 157
152 151 178



FARM WAGE RATES AND RELATED DATA, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS,

APRIL 1, 1937, WITH COMPARISONS (Contimued)
Gogg;aphic ; Jan. 1, . Apr. 1, ; Jan. 1, . Apr. 1, . Jan. 1, : Apr. 1, ¢
divisions . 1235 ., 1935 . 1936 , 1936 , 1937 , 1937

FASM EMPLOYMENT (Continunsd)
Hired Laber ’

New England 78 75 77 . 83 79 86
Middle Atlantic 71 68 56 80 61 67
East ﬁorth Central 42 50 40 61 42 53
West Nerth Central 31 38 31 46 29 37 )
South Atlantic 128 132 107 147 111 127
%ast South Central 89 94 1 137 106 118
Jest Soutn Central 54 g1 51 74 52 54
Mountain . 37 53 40 59 44 61
Pacific 107 102 152 201 220 225
Combined
Hew England 224 223 226 232 231 236
Middlec Atlantic 247 241 229 254 227 232
East North Central 214 218 205 228 202 213
West North Central 207 212 201 215 122 201
Soutn Atlantic 405 417 369 400 371 387
Zacst South Central 431 462 374 403 391 411
Wact Scuth Central 303 201 275 285 264 270
Meuntain 210 215 200 220 198 218
Pacific 263 358 311 353 381 403

FARY: LABOR

The general level of farm wage rates advanced from 103 to 112 vpercent of
pre-war from January 1 to April 1, 1937, according to the Crop Reporting Board
of the Burcau of Agricultural Fconomics. This advance of 9 points was the largest
recorded during the first quarter of any ycar since 1923. On April 1 of last year

the index was 101.

All classes of wage ratcs made marked incrocascs from January 1 to April 1
of this ycar. For thec country as a whole the averagec ratc per month with board
advanced from $20.68 to $23.38 or about 13 percent; the monthly rate without
board frem $31.37 to $34.16, or 9 percent; and the day rates with and without
beard, both about 5 percent. The largest upturns were rccerded for monthly rates

as new wage agrecmentswere cntered into with monthly hands vrior to the spring

planting season. Day rates advanced only about half as much. The various i
April 1 rates averaged from 10 to 12 pecrcent higher than a year ago. The spreai’ '
Yetween rates with and without board had widened somewhat during the past year, .

however, in line with higher living costs.

agc ratecs shcwed differcnces as wide as 250 per-—
d, for cxaxple, ranged from 80 cents in South

fAgtes were seasonally higher than on January 1
South Central States where

Geographically, April 1w
cent; the rate per day without boar
Carclina to $2.85 in Connccticut.
in all geograpnic divisions with the oxcopticn of the

Continued on page 6
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FASE WAGE RATES AND RELATED DATA, BY STATES; APRIL 1, 1937

: W o : Supply of and demand
_______ ngf :aiei ___ ___ _+ __ _ _ _ for farm labor__ _ _
State : _ _Permonth _ _ : _ _ _Per day _ _ :Supply as :Demand as :Supnly as
: With ¢ Without : With : Without :pecrcentage:pcrcentage:percentage
—— __ __ i board } board : bcard : board :of norsal :of normal :of demand
i Dolliars Dollars Doliars Dollars
Maine : 29.00 44,75 1.65 2.15 22 85 108
W.H. ¢ 31.00 52.50 1.€5 2.65 86 88 .98
V. : 29.25 44,50 1.55 2.20 £6 92 93
iass. i 32.75 58.50 1.90 2.65 24 22 o1
=. 1. :41.75 67.25 1.90 2.75 83 a7 92
Conn. i 32.75  61.75 1.0 2.85 _ _ 87 _ _ 99 _ _ _ _88 _ _
.Y 30.25 46.00 1.65 2.30 81 90 90
w.J 29.00 52.00 1.75 2.35 83 95 37
Pa. i 26.00 42.00  _ _ i.55 2,15 8. _ _ 90 _ _ _ _ 2% _ _
Ohio 26.75 2.50 1.50 2.00 73 92 35
Ind 27.25 32.00 1.35 1.80 86 92 53
I11 : 31.50 41.25 1.55 1.95 83 89 93
Mich. : 30.75 42,25 1.65 2.720 73 92 79
Wis. 0+ 3i.25_ _ _44.75 1.0 _ _ _2.00 _ _ _89_ _ _ 95 _ _ _ _93___
Minn 29.50 40.50 1.40 2.05 87 89 92
Towa 32.50 40.50 1.50 2.00 97 29 102
Mo 20.75 29.25 .95 1.30 87 72 121
. Dak 25.50 39.50 1.15 .80 83 67 131
S.Dalr 26.00 36.75 1.20 1.75 a3 65 135
Yebr 25.00 35.00 1.25 1.70 99 71 139
Kans. & 23.25_ _ 34.50  _ _ 1.25 __ 1.70 _ 92 70 131 _
Del 24.25 36.50 1.40 1.80 26 83 2]
Md. 25.00 37.50 1.25 1.65 85 93 91
Va. 20.25 29.00 1.00 1.35 87 93 94
7. Va 22.00 32.25 1.05 1.45 86 87 99
N.C 17.75 26.00 90 1.20 86 92 93
S.C 12.25 17.75 60 .80 i 88 83
Ga. 12.50 18.50 65 .90 80 93 g
Fla._ _ _ _ 15.00_ _ _26.26 _ _ _ . 80 _ _ _1.20 _ _ _ 82 _ _ °0_ _ _ _391 _ _
Ky 18.75 26.25 .90 1.15 84 86 98
Tenn 16.75 24.25 .80 1.00 89 g7 102
Ala 13.50 20.25 .70 90 82 93 88
Miss. _ _ _ 1 _ 18.75_ _ _»0.00_ _ _ _ . "0 _ _ _ .99 _ _ _87_ _ _ 93 _ _ _ _24 _
Arikc 15.75 53.00 .75 1.00 20 84 107
La. ¢ 14.75 22.50 .75 1.00 83 85 98
Okla,. ¢ 19,00 28.50 .95 1.30 102 68 150
Tex. 20.25_ _ _2R.50_ _ _ _1.00 _ _ 1.25 _ 93 78 119
Mont : 36.00 53.25 1.75 2.55 99 78 127
Idaho ©40.25 57.00 1.85 2.35 93 93 105
EALR : 3475 51.5 1.55 2.25 a1 79 115
Q‘lo. : 28.75 47.00 1.40 2,00 94 85 111
V. Mex. i 26.5C 38.75 1.20 1.65 88 73 121
Arigz, : o 37.75 53.25 1.55 2.05 94 93 101
Utah : 41.50 55.25 1.90 2.40 93 83 112
Nev. 40.25_ _ 60.25_ _ _ _1.55 __ 2.50 _ _ _ 81 83 92
Wash. 37.25 55. 50 1.85 2.60 93 a9 103
Oreg. 35. 5! 52.00 1.70 3.35 92 92 100
Calif.  _ _ i _ 44,00 69.00_ _ _ _1.90 _ _ _2.80 _ _ _ 9A 89 110
U.s._ _ & _ 23.38 34.16 1.16 1.58 _87.2 _ 86.6 _ 100.7



Continued from page

day wages without bosrd showed nc change zince the first of tane year. Wage rates
were higher than a year age in ail sections of the country, but the increases werc
relatively small in the Test Central States where farm income suffered because cf
drought ravaged harvests last year.

One factor accounting for the April 1 increases in wage rates has been the
decline in the supply cf laber available for hire in rural areas. Employment in
industries other than agriculturc has rcmained at a lecvel considerably higher tha
a ycar ago. The supply of labor in the country was reported at 87.2 percent of
normal on April 1 as compared with 91.0 on Jaruwary 1. During thc past year, while
the index of factory cmployment increased about 10 noints, the supnly of labor in
farming regiorns dronped approximately 7.

‘

An incrcased demand for farm labor also has supported higher wage rates.
For thne country as a whole, crop correspondents reperted the demand for farm help
to be 86.6 percent of normal on April 1 as compared with 81.7 on Jamuary 1 and
with 82.1 a year ago. This increasc in the demand for wcrkers on farms has re-
sulted primarily from the higher level of farm income. In the West North Central
States, where income from farm marketings showed the smallest increase§ over last
year, the April demand for labor was only 77.6 percent of normal or even less than
on the same date last year.

The supply of labo: available for hire just about balanced the demand for
farm help, however, on the first of thismonth. Zast of the Mississippi, correspond-
ents' figurcs indicated a shortage of farm labor btut west of the Mississippi, the
supply still was larger by a considcrablec margin than the demand for workers.

The upturn in wage rates during the first quarter of this year has not been
unreasonable, however, when considered in relation to prices of farm products. The
ratio of prices received to farm wagc rates stood at 114 percent of pre-war on
April 1. While this indicatecd that farmers werc in a lcss favorable position to

hire labor than on January 1 when the price ratio was 122, the ratio was still 11 -
points mcre favorable than a year ago.
Total employment on farms of crop reporters on April 1 of this year was v

somewhat less than a yoar ago, however, as a rcsult of late spring in some areas
and becausc of velatively cold and wet weather. The employment of family labor
was reperted at 197 personc per 100 farms on the first of this month as compared
with 104 on January 1 and 195 on April 1, 1936. The employment cof hired labo.
averaged 78 persons per 100 farms on April 1 of tais ycar. While this was sea-
sonally higher than on January 1, 1t was still considerably less than a year ago.

%




