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FARM EVPLOYMENT AT
Low LEVEL ON NOVEWBER 1

The decline in the numbgr of persons employed on United States farms dur-
ing October was only slightly more than the ucual seasonal decline dnring that
month, the agricultursl Marketing Service reported today. Based on reports from
2z,215 crop correspondents, the total employment of both family an® hired workers
.s estimeted at 10,762,000 persons on November 1. This is the smallest November
1 total during the l4-year period covered by the record, and corpares with total
employment on November 1 last yesr, of 11,166,000 persons, and 11,413,000 the
10-ye-r (1922-38) average for th-t date.

It 1s estimated that 8,123,000 of the tot-d niiber of persons werkinz on
farms as of the first of the month were farm overators ani unvaid family workers.
Tnis group accounts for the more than msual decline in the total number of per-
sons emoloyed on farms, for the decreasr in hired help during Octeober ves some-
what lese than nsial, The mimber of hired workers oun farms November 1 1s esti-
mated at 2,639,000, compsred with 2,737,000 a vear earlier. Decreascs in farm
employment during October we-e larger in the South Central and <oith Atlantic
regions than elsewhere.

Over half of the corn acreage in the Corn Belt was husked bv l'ovember 1.
Potato digzing and harvesting of sugar beets was nenring corpletion in most areas
toward mid-November as the 1332 season drew to a close. Unfavorable moisture
conditions over much of the winter wheat area hampered fall seeding operations
and contributed to the decline in farm emplovment., Unusually favorable weother
conditions for picking cotton hestened the ha.vest of thot crop and w~« a con-
tributins factor to the low level of farm employment in the Cotton States.

Continued on vage 3.



Farm Employment, November 1, 19729, with Comparisons

Geographic . Sept.l, . Oct.l, , Nov.l, ., Sept.l, . Oct.l, , Tov]
division . 1938 . 198 . 1emg . 1932 . 1979 | 1m
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
: persons  persons persons  persons  pPersons  persom
: TOTAL ZRPLOYMENT

United States 1 11,5%4 12,054 11,166 11,659 11,886 10,73
New England . 273 263 255 oR7 2R5 24
Middle Atlantic : 638 £33 597 644 25 £l
East No.Central v 1,535 1,381 1,318 1,519 1,816 1,42
Test No.Central 1,794 1,741 1,721 1,835 1,74% 1,7%
Soutn £tlantie ¢ 2,271 2,380 2,144 2,268 2,383 2,C5
Eest So.Central ¢ 1,928 2,175 1,842 1,944 2,124 1,7%
West So.Central ¢ 1,825 c,177 2,078 1,903 2,121 1,8%
Mountain : 540 506 4735 ale 423 45
Pacific : 700 €22 536 741 374 al

: FAITILY WORKEKS
United States ¢ B,562 8,896 8,477 8,640 8,804 £,1d
New England : 166 168 160 182 166 171
Middle Atlantic : 410 401 401 427 403 41
Tast No.Central ¢ 1,172 1,179 1,139 1,138 1,128 1,1
Mest No.Central ¢ 1,354 1, 32¢ 1,316 1,387 1,305 1,68
South Atlantic v 1,695, 1,784 1,Fe8 1,710 1,767 1,85
Bast So.Central + 1,651 1,887 1,779 1,639 1,879 1,4%
Test So.Central : 1,478 1,616 1,620 1,487 1,552 1,47
Mountain : 305 28h 279 237 284 e
Pacific : 381 218 c1A A1 219 i

: HIRTD VORXERS
United States 3,032 3,158 2,733 3,01v 3,022 AN
New England H 107 102 25 : 105 Qo £
Middle Atlantic : 248 232 194 221 202 20
Eest No.Central : 363 412 379 AE1 38 30
West No.Central : 440 41z 408 448 440 4%
South Atlantic : 576 596 518 SRR 586 08
East So.Central e . 277 312 263 275 285 28
Weet So.Central : 4327 361 458 440 338 402
Mountain : 235 2e0 195 221 209 187
Pacific : 349 " 304 2273 280 255 a0

Based on reports from 22,216 crop correspondents.
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. . . . . . . . .
: : : : : : : HH : :
cate: 12883 1927 1228 10292 122C:12321: 1232:12°%: 1°224:1
. Dol. Dol. Dol., Dol. Del. Dol, Dol. Dol. Zol.
¢ 1.00 1,12 1.23 1.158 .75 .45 34 4D L5 .30 700 .75 .23 .86
¢+ 1.03 1.07 1.07 1.01 28 .76 A8 LR .5 .25 5 .70 €0 W80
T .82 .78 B3 LH1 LBZ 38 .35 W45 LEC 8D .52 .20 LA L2C
;.20 .88 .83 .20 LO7  L3B .33 .45 LEC .30 NESS Rl 20 a0
v 1,12 .95 1.02 1.07 750 L4l L322 a2 .52 .8 .20 .63 A0 20
: - 1l.20 1.20 1.13 71 .56 A0 2B 75075 .20 .70 760 .70
:1.12 1.14 1.14 1.1z .71 .42 B2 LET T ED VTR .25 LED 7578
.ot - 1.5 1.40 1.20 L7500 .48 .48 .95 750 .70 .75 .62 .fZ .28
:1.1¢ 1.20 1.20 1.1¢f .70 .48 .20 LEQ S0 U7 L2580 e L8e
an, ¢ 1.05 1,05 1.04 1.74 A3 L4R .47, 54 L5 .80 B0 .70 0 .80
¢ 1.02 .25 .25 Lz .55 R4 L2548 LBELEN 200 LeD 200580
ss. 3 1.1 1.08 1.02 1.08 D L 20 .40 4D REta R st 750 .20 .85 .80
¢ 1,12 1.03 1.03 1.¢1 61 .41 L3248 . .33 A5 70 B8 WBE
oo 1.20 1,24 1.01 1.11 L7104l 45 .52 . 20 AS 0 LES .55 .56
l1a, ¢+ .22 1.40 c8 1.2C L7345 .48 LE3 . .70 75 TS .70 .65
1,04 1,08 1.02 1.0¢ oo 40 44 B2 .20 .55 .75 .7C L0 .80
Mey,: 1,15 1.30 1.2z 1.25 B4R .44 .50 L£5 .28 .7c .70 .20 .8ef
iz, 1 1.45 1.53 1.50 1.20 .82 .52 B0 2T L0 .96 1,10 .82 L2020
lif,y 1.58 1.47 1.46 1.45 .28 .50 A4S el .20 .20 1.00 .33 75 .87
1,11 1.1z 1.1C 1.0c B34 A2 B3 .20 B8 S3L,e8 .37 B8
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Cotton Pickin~ LFates Show Little Chanwe
The Agricultural Marketing Service also revorted that wa-e rates paid
cotton pickers during the 1230 harvestinz seascn were only slightliy above the
relatively low rate paid in 123%, An average of &F cents for nickin~ 100
pounds of seced cot+on was renorted by croun cerrestendente, as comnared rith
57 cents per 100 vounds in 1238, Feported average rates ranged from a low of
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a higher rate ver 100 vonnds for those
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last yveer.
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