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JULY FARM EMPLOYMENT AT 1960 LEVEL
HIRED LABOR FORCE INCREASES SLIGHTLY

The farm work force active during the July 1961 survey week reached a
total of 8.4 million persons, about the same as a year earlier. The number
of farm family workers, at 5.6 million was unchanged from last year. Hired
workers were estimated at 2,9 millions or 1 percent more than in the compa-
rable week for 1960, Crop timing appeared to be responsible for increasing
worker demands in some important sections where slowness in small grain matu-
rity, haying, and other crop jobs held over to the July 23-29 survey week
while demands for other tasks gained.

Increases in the number of total workers as compared with July 1960
were limited to the Southern and Pacific regions. Totals were up 5 percent
in the South Atlantic region, 3 percent in the East South Central, 2 percent
in the West South Central, and 3 percent in the Pacific region. Decreases
of 2 to 5 percent were indicated for other regions. The number of family
workers edged below 1960 in all regions except in East South Central and
South Atlantic regions which reported increases of 7 and 2 percent, respec-
tively., The number of hired workers was 10 percent above July 1960 in the
South Atlantic region, 7 percent above in Pacific, 5 percent in West South
Central, and 3 percent in New England. Those increases more than offset
reductions of 12 percent in the East North Central, and 9 percent in West
North Central and Mountain regions.

The increase from June to July survey weeks in the total U,S. fam
work force was slight, as usual, amounting to only about 1 percent. The
South Atlantic and New England States showed the largest increases over the
June level, averaging 17 percent and 11 percent, respectively. The hired
work force was about 5 percent larger than the relatively large June total
as compared with the 5-year average increase of 9 percent. The increase in
the South Atlantic region, however, was 30 percent, nearly double the usual
increase, This appeared to result from a combination of favorable weather
during the survey week and the mounting demands of different crops. Tobacco
harvest grading and marketing had first claim on labor on thousands of famms.
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Decrease in Total Crop Acreage Not Matched in Work Force

The Department's July crop report presented estimates of the acreage
of 1961 crops to be harvested which totaled 295 million acres, 6.5 percent
under last year. The planted acreage of crops was down 17 million acres
from 1960. In view of these changes the decreases in the estimated number
of farm workers may appear slight. The average number of persons working
on farms during the survey weeks of the first 7 months of 1961 of 6.7 mil-
lion (see page 6) shows a decrease from 1960 of only 1 percent. Family
workers decreased 2 percent but hired workers gained 1 percent.

It should be noted that the major reductions made this year were large-
ly in the acreages of corn, sorghums, and some other crops which are highly
mechanized and require a minimum of hired or hand labor. Cotton acreage for
harvest of 15,652,000 acres is 2 percent larger than last year's. The .early
season was difficult for cotton in central and eastern cotton States and the
abandonment after planting and replanting is estimated at 5.5 percent, lar-
gest since 1956, Acreage and production of tobacco slightly exceeds 1960.
Non-citrus fruit tonnage is above last year, potato acreage is larger, and
vegetable tonnage closely comparable, Sugar beet acreage is record high,
up 15 percent, and sugarcane is up 7 percent from last year. Livestock and
poultry numbers and production continue at high levels.

Work Force Adequate

Farmers and their families and forces of regular and migratory farm
workers generally were fully able to meet the changing demands of farm jobs
over the Nation with few instances of acute shortage. Following the finish
of the main planting season, the many millions of acres of corn, soybeans,
cotton, and other major field crops required less manpower and used more
sunpower in their huge task of building the expected large tonnage for har-
vest. Wheat harvest was completed in the Central Plains northward through
Nebraska and became active in the Dakotas. Harvest of small grains in Cen-
tral and Northeastern States generally has lagged behind usual progress due
to late planting or slow maturing weather. Iowa oat harvest, for example,
was 65 percent complete as compared with the usual 80 percent as of July 31,
Rains over much of the country generally aided prospects for harvests and
gave Texas cattle unusually good summer grazing. Western fruit and vege-
table specialty crops made fast progress toward early harvest under heavy
irrigation during continued dry weather.
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Farm Employment and Indexes, July 1961, with comparisons, United States

¢ Annual : Annual : Annual : July ¢ July July
average : average : average : average : 2L4-30, : 23-29,

1960 1959 :1955-59 1/:1955-59 1/: 1960 = 1961

o |ee oo

7ARM EMPLOYMENT

(Thousands) .
Total veveeeen. t 7,118 7,38 7,734 9,025 8,416 8,L35
Famlly labor... : 532h9 S,)J59 53791 63099 55569 53559
Hired labor ... : 1,869 1,925 1,943 2,926 2,8L7 2,876
INDEXES 2/ :
(1910-14=100) :
Total veeeeeses @ 52 Sk 57 58 5L N
Family labor... : 52 N 57 58 53 53
Hired labor ... : 55 57 57 57 55 56

}/ Employment during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before
the end of the month.
g/ Monthly indexes are adjusted for seasonal variation.

Farm Wage Rates and Indexes, July.l, 1961, United States

Annual : July : :
average : average : July 1, ., July 1,
1960 : 1955-59 . 1960 ., 1961

WRM WAGE RATES : “
Composite rate per hour 1/ ...... : § 0.818 $ 0.721 $ 0,812 § 0.825

Per month with house sesesesseess. ¢ $192,00 $177.00 $200.00 $203,00

Per month with board and room ... :  149.00 133.00 149.00 151.00
Per week with board and room .... : 35.50 33.50 36.75 36.75
Per week without board or room... : L5.75 42,50 L7.50 L8.25
Per day with hOUSE seeesessocscess @ 5.30 L.55 5.30 5.30
Per day with board and room ..... : 6.50 6.30 6.90 7.00
Per day without board or room.... @ 6.60 5.70 6.50 6.50
Per hour with hoUSE seeeessescess ¢ .88 .85 .92 9L
Per hour without board or room... : W97 .93 1,02 1,04

NDEXES (1910-14=100) :
Farm wage TatesS seeesesceesscones & 629 556 631 6.8
(Adjusted for seasonal variation) :

Prices received by fammers 2/.... : 238 239 236 234

°e e

}/ Weighted average of all rates on a per hour basis.
2/ Index for 15th of previous month,
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Workers on Farms, July 1961

(Thousands of Ersons)

: July average : July 1960 : July 1961
Region and State 1955-59 1 : Week of 24-30 : Week of 23-29
: Total ; Family : Hired : Total : Family : Hired : Total : Family: Hired
New England eeeeeesss 214 126 88 182 108 74 : 179 103 76
New York eeceeeces? 221 128 93 B 193 117 76 : 195 113 82
New J‘ersey R 68 34 34 H 57 31 26 : 58 31 27
Pennsylvania seces? 264 207 57 : 233 184 49 H 220 176 44
Middle Atlantic eee. 553 369 184 : 483 332 151 B 473 320 153
Ohio eseeessocsoest 300 242 58 : 280 223 57 : 271 221 50
Indiana eceeecosses? 277 237 40 : 255 212 43 : 242 209 33
I11in0isS eseseneses 316 240 76 s 293 218 75 : 279 213 66
Michigan essesssees 304 227 7+ 275 206 69 269 204 65
Wisconsin eeeeecess 365 324 41 H 321 284 37 : 309 275 24
East North Central..: 1,562 1,270 292 : 1,424 1,143 281 : 1,370 1,122 248
Nﬁ.mesot& R 405 308 97 H 360 276 84 H 357 278 79 .
Idwa. ees0000reccne 369 286 83 : 353 271 82 H 348 274 74
Missouri ee0sscoce 351 284 67 H 306 257 49 H 299 254 45
North Dakota secess 145 98 47 : 136 92 44 125 89 36 -
South Dakota eeeeet 119 95 24 : 114 ol 23 : 108 85 23
Nebraska seeesessss 200 156 44 210 162 .48 ;204 157 47
Kansas secsoecscnn 220 163 57 204 148 56 H 191 143 48 .
West North Central..: 1,809 1,390 419 1,683 1,297 386 1,632 1,280 352
Del.-Md. eecseccsce 97 59 38 90 51 39 89 49 40
Virginia sessccece 255 154 101 242 143 - 99 275 156 119
West Virginia ee.e 9l 75 16 88 69 19 79 64 15

754 437 317
298 177 121

732 409 323
261 148 113

767 414 353
276 155 121

North Caroling ...
South Carolina ...

Georgia svescseces 188 128 _ 80 165 114 _51 : 177 117 80
Florida eeecececces 85 50 35 76 41 35 : 79 41 38
South Atlantic .....: 1,768 1,080 688 1,654 9758 6879 1,742 996 748
Kentucky seeoecces 276 195 81 274 186 88 270 189 81
TenNessee ceesscee 252 184 68 237 170 e7 241 175 66
Alabama sevse0sevee 115 93 22 100 _82 18 H 115 93 22
Mississippi eeeees 257 219 38 210 170 40 223 191 22
East South Central.. 900 691 209 821 808 Q13 : 849 648 201
Arkansas eesessces 241 125 116 216 101 115 ¢ 209 106 104
Louisians eeceeses 152 80 72 142 a4 65 H 147 81 66
Oklahoma eeecessse 121 63 165 114 51 172 110 62

483 276 207
1,070 612 458

522 267 255 538 259 279
1,045 559 488 : 1,066 555 511

TEeXasS sesessccccce
West South Central..

394 142 252
702 313 389

393 145 248
704 316 288

406 137 269
721, 304 417

8,435 5,559 2,876

California sescese
Pacific secccccssss e

@0 ¢ 40 89 68 40 ®0 @0 4o G0 00 00 00 4o ee 90 U° eo 40 00 60 oo 9O 00 4o 4o a0 eo oo 0v o0 <o
@0 40 @0 oo S0 o 00 @0 0 00 40 G0 €0 60 g4 ©c 46 4O 04 4e ee 04 O oo °° 0o G° Go G0 00 a6 O° 4o o 5 oo 0o o o0

UNITED STATES ......: 9,025 6,099 2,926 8,416 5,569 2,847

Montana, eseeseeses 69 40 29 64 38 2 61 39 22
Id2ho eeesssenssne 95 57 38 90 55 35 98 59 39
Col Orado e0ssscses 85 58 27 90 57 33 H 86 53 33
NoeMexe=ATiZ: eeses 112 36 a4 99 35 64 85 33 52
Wyo.-Utah-Nev. «.e 83 54 29 79 49 30 73 47 26
Mountain RN Y 445 245 200 422 234 188 : 403 %1 172
Oregon csesssccsss 131 73 58 136 76 80 138 74 64

_j Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day before the end
of the month. .
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Workers on farms; Comparative estimates, anmial average 1960,
May and June 1961

(Thousands of persons)
Annual average : May 1961
1960 Week of 21-27

Total ; Family : Hired : Total : Family : Hired

June 1961
Week of 18-24

Total : Family : Hired

Region and State

UNITED STATES ...... 7,118 5,249 1,869 7,671 5,621 1,950 8,324 5,585 2,739

Vew England seeeoeses 150 9l 59 150 92 58 : 161 95 66
New York sevesesees 163 107 56 156 100 56 183 111 72
New JEersey seceeceet 47 28 19 51 28 23 57 24 23
Pennsylvania eseeo 194 159 35 190 157 33 : 220 175 45

Middle Atlantic «...: 404 294 110 ¢+ 397 285 112 460 320 140
OhiO seesssesensast 250 214 36 266 224 42 : 275 223 52
Indiana seeeseseess 219 192 27 254 221 33 267 229 38
Ill inois eecesve e 249 201 48 H 295 237 58 H 317 228 89
Michigan eseesscess 220 178 42 243 202 41 : 265 199 66
Wisconsin eeseseess 282 253 29 296 270 26 ¢+ 300 263 37

Fast North Central..: 1,220 1,038 182 : 1,354 1,154 200 +1,424 1,142 282
Minnesota sceseseees 266 228 38 305 265 40 : 352 270 82
Iowa, esseesss e s 289 252 37 H 327 291 36 H 361 280 81
MisSOUTL eeessecess 276 237 39 271 235 36 ¢ 310 245 65
North Dakota seeeet 92 71 21 103 82 21 : 101 79 22
South Dakota seeest 92 8l 11 91 83 8 : 108 87 21
Nebraska sececeresns 160 135 25 169 143 26 194 146 48
Kansas esessesecess 159 134 25 159 137 22 : 204 146 58

West North Central..: 1,334 1,138 196 : 1,425 1,236 189 :1,630 1,253 377
Dele=Md. svesencest 70 45 5 77 49 28 : 78 48 30
Virginia secececest 203 149 54 249 186 63 : 241 143 98
West Virginia eeee: 73 60 13 78 59 19 : 84 62 22
North Carolina....: 416 317 99 434 248 86 : 543 354 189
South Carolina ...: 195 133 62 212 135 ™ : 275 140 135
G‘eorgia steeesscee 185 135 50 H 204 149 55 : 196 134 62
Florida eeeeceesess 98 46 52 109 52 57 : 77 41 36

South Atlantic .....: 1,240 885 355 ¢+ 1,363 978 385 + 1,494 922 572
Kentucky eeeecesee: 235 188 47 214 172 42 ¢ 287 196 91
Tennessee seeeoees 246 195 51 217 176 41 : 265 196 69
Alabama ceeeecesess 149 116 33 145 113 32 : 135 102 33
Mississippi sesese: 252 195 57 : 298 237 6l 244 198 46

East South Central..: 882 694 188 874 698 176 : 931 692 239
Arkansas ceeeeeceest 212 126 86 238 131 107 s 222 130 92
Louisiana seeeeseet 153 95 58 146 81 65 : 160 86 74
Oklahoma seeesecset 165 131 34 185 146 39 : 196 141 55
TEXAS eoesssveseest 442 261 181 483 282 201 : 494 259 235

West South Central..: 972 613 359 : 1,052 640 412 + 1,072 616 456
Montana eeeeescsess 49 37 12 52 38 14 : 61 38 23
Idaho seeecevcsoest 67 47 20 72 50 22 : 95 54 41
ColoTado eesssecest 69 51 18 : 75 60 15 : 84 53 31
NeMeXe=ATiZ. eoees? 90 32 58 81 30 51 : 82 31 51
Wyo.-Utah-Nev. ...: 59 41 18 68 44 24 77 46 31

Mountain eeeecseescey 334 208 126 ¢ 348 222 126 :+ 399 222 177
Washington seeevees 113 76 37 131 87 44 182 100 82
Oregon seec0csesone 92 66 26 H 113 80 33 . 138 81 57
Ce.al::r.fornie, eesecesl 377 146 231 364 149 215 : 433 142 291

Pacific seviensesesed 582 288 294 608 316 292 763 323 430

1
8]
]
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Average number of persons working on farms, January through July 1961,
by regions and States, with comparisons 1

(Thousands of persons)

¢ Jamuary through July : January through July : J anuary through July
Region and State average 1955-59 : 1960 : 1961
¢ Total : Family : Hired : Tobtal : Family : Hired : Total : Family; Hired
New England se..esee: 171 110 61 ;146 92 54 . 140 89 51
NeW York ses 000000 175 117 58 M 157 105 52 s 154 101 53
New Jersey eeceeess 51 31 20 45 28 17 44 28 16
Pennsylvania seese: 219 179 40 ;193 160 33 ;184 153 21
Middle Atlantic ....: 445 327 118 ; 395 203 102 : 382 282 100
OhiO seesevessseees 270 233 3 ;251 217 34 3 241 208 33
Indiana v0000e0vee 247 222 25 H 223 198 25 H 217 194 23
Illinois o000 evece s 274 220 54 M 248 199 49 H 248 197 51
Michigan seeeeesess 240 201 29 ;221 183 28+ 219 180 39
WisconSin ceeseeest 314 284 30 284 257 27 : 276 250 26
East North Central..: 1,345 1,160 185 : 1,227 1,054 173 ¢ 1,201 1,029 172
Minnesota vesesese: 305 261 44 ;275 234 41 : 273 234 29
IOWE seeeeveneenees 301 261 40 : 290 251 39 3 289 251 38
MiSSOUI'i TR 282 245 37 . 257 227 30 H 256 224 32
North Dakota eecees 100 80 20 : 90 71 19 : 88 71 17
South Dakota eeee.: 99 87 12 91 81 10 89 78 11
Webraska eeeeeesse: 163 140 2 162 138 26 : 159 133 26
Kansas eesesseessat 173 147 26 ;160 134 26 : 154 129 25
West North Central..: 1,423 1,221 202 ;1,325 1,134 191 : 1,308 1,120 188
Del ""Mdo R 73 48 25 . 68 44 24 M 67 44 23
Virginia eeeececoe: 216 159 57 i 202 148 56 : 205 148 57
West Virginia ....: 79 64 15 71 57 14 68 54 14
North Carolina ee.: 438 330 108 : 388 285 103 : 402 291 111
South Carolina ...: 209 137 72 ;183 116 87 : 186 115 71
GEOrgia eeeseesses: 104 145 49 ;169 124 45 ;164 119 45
Florida, seee0cccca 111 55 56 H ].Ol 48 55 H 109 47 62
South Atlantic eee.e: 1,320 938 382 ;1,182 818 264 ;1,201 818 383
Kentucky eeeeeeesso: 234 189 45 3 217 172 45 ;215 171 44
TENNESSEE veeeveoe: 226 183 43 ;205 165 40 ;204 164 40
Alabama eesesseess: 138 113 25 ;118 96 22 + 115 91 221
MisSiSSippi eeeeee: 262 218 4 ;214 173 4+ 21 167 4
East South Central..: 860 703 157 ;754 606 148 : 745 593 152
ATKANSAS seevsesest 224 146 78 i 197 120 v 186 113 73
Louisiana eseeeees: 149 95 54 ; 138 85 53 137 83 54
Oklahoma seeesesse: 192 160 32 : 164 138 28 : 168 136 32
TEXAS sesonseveseat 436 296 140 ;422 264 158 ; 408 249 %gg
West South Central..: 1,001 697 304 ;921 805 216 ;899 581
Montana seeeeesess: 55 40 15 : 51 27 14 49 37 12
Tdaho seseeveneseet 67 47 20 : 64 48 18 87 47 5‘;
Colorado sessessset B9 55 14 67 51 16 65 50 e
NoMeXe-ATiZ. wovest 83 34 49 78 31 . 75 30 e
Wyo.-Utah-Nev. +..: 62 44 18 58 40 18 57 39
Mountain eeeeseeeeee: 336 220 116 : 318 205 113 313 203 110
Washington sesecee: 128 86 40 13 80 43 121 78 43
Oregon se000000000 103 71 32 N 99 69 30 H 100 70 30
California eeseeces 348 144 204 : 348 142 206 s 349 139 210
PACifiC vevsseeeeeest 577 201 276 i+ 570 291 279 570 287 283

UNITED STATES ......: 7,478 5,677 1,801 6,759 5,002 1,757

6,838 5,098 1,740

ee oo e
®e oo oo

[

}_/ Average of number during survey week of each month.
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BASIS OF ESTIMATES

Farm Empl oyment

Farm employment estimates of the Statistical Reporting Service include all persons
considered working on farms during specified periods, as follows:

(1) Farm family workers

(a) Farm operators who do any farm work or chores on or for their farms during the
designated survey week.

(b) Other members of the farm operator's family or household who worked 15 hours
or more on the farm during the survey week without receiving cash wages, not
counting housework. In sharecropper areas, croppers ard members of their fam-
ilies are considered family workers when working their own crops, but as hired
workers if earning cash wages during the survey week.

(2) Hired farm workers

Persons doing farm work for pay during the survey week. Members of the
operator's family receiving cash wages for work on their farms are classed as hired
workers.

Farm Wage Rates

Farm wage rates, published quarterly by the Statistical Reporting Service, are
based on farmers' reports of average farm wage rates paid in their localities. Rates
for different wage arrangements are reported. Composite rates per hour are derived by
computing a weighted average of all rates. Piece rates for farm work are not reported
because of the great diversity of kinds of rates involved. In conversion to composite
hourly rates, however, weights for rates per hour without board or room, are increased
to allow for piece rate work. This assumes that piece rates and hourly rates are ap-
proximately equivalent. Wage rates relate to cash wages only, exclusive of value of any
perquisites furnished such as house, room, or meals.

Source of Data

A Nationwide sample of from 20,000 to 25,000 reports from farm operators repre-
senting many localities in each State provides monthly reports on farm employment on
these farms and quarterly reports on farm wages. Data from Censuses of Agriculture
and Population and enumerative sample surveys are important in determining the overall
levels of employment estimates. Annual and seasonal changes involve estimates of changes
in the number of farms and other factors determining farm work requirements.

The SRS farm employment estimates differ from those in the Monthly Report on the
Labor Force (MRLF), published by the Department of Labor, owing to differences in defi-
nition, method, and survey timing. The MRLF data come from interviews in about 35,000
households, both nonfarm and farm, in a sampling pattern designed for National estimates
of the labor force. All persons 14 years old or over in the civilian non-institutional
population are considered. This report excludes from farm totals all children below 14
years of age and persons who do some farm work but mostly nonfarm. Included as farm
workers by MRLF but not by SRS are some persons on farms such as typists, bookkeepers,
and certain agricultural processors, and also farm operators doing no work during the
survey period but who have no other job.

Thé 8RS basic data come from the farm operator on the monthly general farm repart
for his farm and locality (a mailed questionnaire). He reports the number of persons
working on his farm during the survey week regardless of age or other employment. Census
of Agriculture and other bench mark data used by SRS involve duplication of workers who
are counted on more than one farm. The MRLF report covers the week ending nearest the
15th; the SRS report, the last full calendar week ending at least one day before the end
of the month. Both surveys are subject to sampling variation.
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