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UNITED STATES DEPARTWENT OF ACEICULTURE
Agricnltural Marketing Service

Washington, D. C
Februrry 14, 1240

FARM EMPLOYMENT
UP  SLIGHTLY

The number of meovle workinz on ferms incrersed by aporcximately
140,000 persons from Januory 1 to Febru-ry 1, the fgricultirzl Marketing
Service reported todav. This raiced the totcl of family ond hired workers
to 8,781,000 persons or 73 npercent of the 121N-14 average on the first of
this month as crmoered with 74 vercent o yesr earlier, Thic wes the lowest
February 1 totsl for the 15-yesr veriod covered bv the monthly racord.

Norm~1lly there is nbout & 3 percent rise in the number of peovle
employed on I-rms during the month of Jaminry. This yerr, the incrense Was
somewh~t less tnrn usunrl vith subnormel temveratures continuinsg in the south-
erst on Febrnrryv 1 :nd snow hempering outdoor ferm sctiwvities in the northern
half of the country. Some of the truck-crop acreage killed by the freeze
during the lottor p-rt of Jonu~ry wrs being replrnted in Floride and spring
onts seeding had bezun in Texas. Elsevwhere, on Februrry 1, ferm work was
limited largely to chores ond routine care of livestock.

The nurber of £amily workers (including farm overctors) emvloyed on
Februrry 1 wos estimeated at 7,088,000 or only 25,000 more than & month eor-
lier. This wrs consideraoly less than the usu~l seascnal increase and about
27,000 under » yeer ogo. Changes in the employment of fomily labor vere
smrll dnring Jennery of this year with slicht declines estimated for the
South Atlantic, Eact Central, and Mountain Divisions and less than the usual
sersonal increases occurring elsewhere.

The number of hired harnds working on forms on the first of this month
wes estimated at 1,633,000 persous. This was on increrse of 115,000 hired
workers over the estimate for J-niary 1, but 103,00 less persons than were
working on farms for pay ~ year ago.

A pamphlet entitled Relinsbilitv ond Alequacy
of Farm “age Deta hes recertly been released by
the Agricultur:l Morketing Service. Ccpies of
this pamohlet mev be obtoined woen request to -

Secretary, Crop Reporting Roard,
U. S. Department of Agriciliure,
Washington, D. C.




Farm Ermployment: February 1, 1940, with comparisons

FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEXES (1910-14 - 100)

' Dec.l, ' Jan.l, ' Feb.l, ‘' Dec.l, ' Jan.l, ' TFeb.]
‘1938 ' 1l9za P 1939 folgre 1940 P 194

Total - . - - T-TmTmTmTmTm T T T
Unadjusted........o..... . 79 73 74 el 72 73
Adjusted for se=sonality 90 90 88 88 e3 &7

Family labor - :

Unadjusted............... : 80 78 78 79 77 7
~djusted for seasonslity : 90 EI) 90 89 92 9

Hired labor - :

Jnadjusted............... : 73 56 62 73 55 53
Adjusted for seascnality : 87 80 86 87 79 82
TOTAL EMPLOYMWNT (Thousands of persons)

United States ............. ¢ 9,482 8,767 8,914 9,220 8,641 8,78l
New England.....eoueuun.. ol 243 228 234 234 227 224
Middle Atlentic..........: 568 545 563 571 532 548
East North Central....... ¢ 1,408 1,335 1,345 1,419 1,329 1,270
West North Ceniral.......: 1,602 1,479 1,455 1,587 1,427 1,476
South Atlentic...........: 1,711 1,526 1,641 1,699 1,569 1,527
East South Central....... + 1,486 1,404 1,364 1,411 1,361 1,387
West South Centrel....... + 1,209 1,407% 1,475 1,538 1,377 1,412
Mountain.......,.c.o.o.... o8 392 359 379 395 372 37
Pacific.iveve v, : 437 437 457 466 447 458

FAMILY WORKERS (Thousands of persons)

United States.............. ¢ 7,366 7,138 7,115 7,216 7,063 7,08x
New England.............. : 159 159 159 162 162 163
Middle Atlentic..........: 39¢ 399 329 399 399 400
East North Central.......: 1,117 1,106 1,102 1,110 1,106 1,102
West North Centrzl....... s 1,272 1,224 1,226 1,255 1,208 1,246
South Atlantic...........: 1,313 1,272 1,272 1,285 1,245 1,247
Bast South Central....... ¢ 1,267 1,233 1,187 1,213 ,013 1,204
West South Central....... v 1,260 1,169 1,189 1,211 1,150 1,182
Mountain........oeeee.o.. 278 275 220 279 279 277
Pacific...... e e : 301 301 301 301 201 301

HIRED TWORXERS  (Thousands of persons)

United Statec..........c.... : 2,116 1,629 1,799 2,104 1,578 1,692
New England........... R 84 69 75 72 65 71
Middle Atlantic.......... H 162 147 164 172 133 146
East North Centrel....... : 291 229 2473 309 223 228
West North Central.......: 330 215 229 331 219 230
South Atlantic........... H 228 324 369 414 324 344
Erst South Central....... H 219 171 177 108 148 163
Test South Central....... : 349 234 287 327 227 260
Mountain ..o..ee..... vee..t 120 84 99 116 03 4
Pacific..eveevvn e : 156 156 155 165 146 157

Based on reports from 24,679 farmers.
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