UNITZD STATES DEPsRIMENT OF AGKICULTURE
hAgricultural Marketing Service

Washington, D. C.
Qctober 13, 1939

FARM WAGZ RATE |NDEX
UNCHANGES SINCE JuLY 1

Frrr wage rates averaged about the same on Cctober 1 as 3 months
earlier, the Lgricultural Merketing Scrvice reportéd today. At 126 percent
of its 13910-14 average the wage index was unchanged during the third quarter
and the same as a yenr ago.

Hirsd hands receivcd an average of §1.27 per day without board on
the first of this month, or a little less tian th. national average of $1.59
a yeer earlicr. Doy wazes varied widely throughout the country, however,
with October rates ronging from 85 cents in South Carolina tc $32 per day
in N¢w Hampshire.

The supoly of workers available for hire in rural areas was slight-
ly larger this month than on July 1 despite the rather general increase in
emplovment in manufacturing industries. Reports received from crop corre-
spondents as to the l~bor supwly avernged 20.4 percent of normal on October
1 as compared with 83,6 percent 3 months earlier. Less help was available-
thrn a year ago, however, when the labor sapply averaged 91.6 percent of
normel,

With sizable fall crops being harvested and farm income up, the de-

-

mand for hired farm labor was somewvhnt higher than a year ago. Revorts on
demand aVveraged 83.4 percent of normal on the first 6f this month, or 2.3
points higher than on October 1, 1938. Demand still averagé& somewvhat lower
than on July 1 in many §ections of the country, and especially in the South

where cotton picking wns reported to be nearing completion somewhat esrlier

than usual.



The ratio of labor supply to the demand for workers as of October 1
was a little lower than a year ago, averaging 108.4 percent of normal on the
first of this month or 4.5 points less than on Octooer 1, 19738, Increases
in industrial employment probably accounted for the most of this deerease.
Factory employment averaged 96 percent of its 1923-25 level in August of
this year (the latest month for which data a;e available) as compared with
92 in October of last year,

'Shortagés of farm labor were indicated, however, in only a few areas.
The demand for lobor was reported in excess of the supply in several of the
New England States and 2long the Esstern Seaboard from Pennsylvania to
Georgin., 4 conziderable surplus of workers wns reported, on the other hand,
in Nebresskn ond Kancsas, the aréns ncst serinmusly affected by the late sum-—

mer drought.

Farr Employment Down from Year Ago

Farm emplcyment increased durins September but the secondary peak
reached on October 1 was still considerably below the number of persons
working on July 1 of this yenr, The tctel number of persons employved on
f:irms on the first of this month was estimated at 11,8€6,000 as compared
with 12,215,000 on July 1, ond 12,084,000 a year ago. This was the lowest
October 1 totnl estimated during the lé—yeerr perind covered by the record.

Corn huskinz was just bezinaing in many Northern States on the
first of this month, while cotton picking was ncaring completion in the
scuthern pertion of the Cotton Belt. Dry soil hindered seeding of winter
graing in neny Winter Whent States, while rains delayed the sugar-beet
harvest in some b et areas, Potatq—digging was rather general in mest of
the lorge States but was net »et in full swing in Idnho. The apple harvest

was well along in the Northeast, Continued cn page 6.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMZNT CF. AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service

FLRlM WAGE RATES #ND RELATED DATA, UNITED STATES, OCTIOBER 1, 1232
VITH COMPAKRISCIS

-nnnuJ7 ‘gnly 1,° Oct. 1,7 July 1,° Oct. 1,

Feverage iojgze ' 1938 1939 ' 1939
:1910-14 : : H

FARM WAGE LIDEX: :

Unadjusted oo i iie i : 100 129 1256 126 126
hdjisted ror seasonality .......... ¢ 100 125 122 122 122

FLFM WAGE FATES : :

Per month, with board ............: $22.09 428,95 $28.25 sze.18 328,28
Per meatrn, withont board .......... : 29.18 37.28 26.09 25,26 26,13
Per day, with board ............... : 1.16 1.728 1.25 1.3 1.35
Per day, withocut board ............: 1.42 1.523 1.22 1.29 1.27
TPPLY OF £15 DEMAWD rOF FAKM LABQE:
(Percentase of normal) : A

SUDPLY o e e e o - 2. A& 91.6 9.6 0.4

DOMANG « v v v ereeeiineeie et - gz,e 81.1 24,8 23.4

Sapply as @ percentace of demand...: - 110.1 112.© 105.2 108.,4

FaRl EMPLC [LEHIT: B

: (Thousands of persnns) :

L Foemlly lehor. . e e e : - 2,321 2,826 c,1z4 8,ke4
Hired 1abor ... iive i ] -— 5,122 3,158 3,021 3,022
Combined ,............ e PP - 12,473 12,024 12,212 11,886

izL;TED INTEYDS :

Prices received by farmers 1/...... ¢ 100 93 35 89 2/o8
Ratio of prices received to :

farm wage retes.. e, : iCo 74 75 71 78
Indu trial woge rates 3/...........:  -- 205 212 o1z 4/ o1
Industrial employment Z/........... : -- 83 o2 as 4/ 9
Industriel pay rolls 5/............ : - 71 84 ga 2/ 90

1/As of the 15th of the month.

2/Sept. 1229 - latest dats avcilable.

3/Avpra e weekly earnings, New York State factories, June 1914 « 100,
4/kug. 1239 - latest data availadble.

5/Buresu of Labor Statistics indexes for manufacturing industries, revised
l°>3—192n = 100.

* Revised.

Based on reports from approximately 21,339 correspondents., The data for
Previous guarters, by States, apper in Crops ~nd Markets for January, april,
uly and October,




Farm wage rates and related data, by geographic divisions,
October 1, 1939, with comparisons

¢ Annual : : : :
Geographic Cmeraee L July 1, Poct. 1, Fouy 1, fooct. 1,
division . 191014 . 1938 P o193 1939 ' 1930

Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollarsg

FLARM WAGE RaTES

Per month with board

New England 24,18 - 33.40 31,83 32.96 33.52
Middle Atlantic 22.25 30.05 29.42 22.23 29,37
East North Central 23.75 29.91 22.74 29.57 29.75
West North Central 26.32 29,47 28.83 29.056 28.689
South Atlantic 14.62 17.06 16.41 15,82 16.86
Fast South Central 14,71 15,98 15.568 16.47 1£.,08
West South Central 17.35 19,79 12.19 19.19 12.98
Mountain ‘ 32.48 L AT.3T 36.84 37.24 2E.59
Pacific v 33.45 44,19 . 41.83 43,18 44,79

- Per month without board

New Enzland 37.70 57.23 55.12 57,24 50,52
Middle Atlantic 33,41 46,56 45,87 45,56 47,62
Bast North Central 32.80 41,91 41 .A8 41,71 42,07
Yest North Central 36,85 33.82 39.20 39.19 39.736
South Atlantic 20.97 2E.11 - 24,40 25,17 24.80
East South Central. 20.80 23.05 22,66 23,57 22.81
West South Central 24.93 23,37 27.86 27,68 27.46
Mountain 46,42 532,53 52.2° 57,64 52.54
Pacific 42,14 65.96 62.05 64.04 6£7.04
Per day with board
New England 1.2 1.24 1.4 1.79 1.84
MidAle Atlantic 1.24 1.79 1,78 1.74 1.76
East North Central 1.71 1.67 1.65 1.66 1.67
Test North Central 1.46 1.56 1.59 1.57 1.58
South #tlantic .81 .29 .87 .90 .88
Bast South Central .8l .20 77 .81 77
Test South Central .98 .29 .97 1.00 1.00
Mountain 1.20 1.74 1.21 1.75 1.72
Pacific 1.49 2.10 2.02 2.00 2.0e
Per day without board
New England 1.71 2.6 2.58 2.71 2.70
¥icddle Atlantic 1.63 2.37 2,39 2,23 2.35
Enst North Centrol 1.68 2.16 2.16 2.15 2.17
#est North Central 1.88 2.09 2.12 2.06 2.11
Sonth Atlantic 1.05 1.19 1.16 1.20 1.19
Pzt South Central 1.G5 1.03 1.03 1.04 1.03
W~:rt South Central 1.25 1.28 1.24 1.26 1.24
Mountain 2.08 <. 31 2.33 2.34 2.27
Pacific 2.06 2,78 .71 2.70 2.79
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Farm wage rutes and related duta, by geograpaic divieions,

October 1,

1622, with comparisons

Geozraphic fouly 1 foet. 1 P omay1,t oet. 1,0 July 1, | Oct.
Aivision foaor szt 193 1 19z D 1979 1 1939
SUPFLY 07 FiEM LEB0R (Percentare of normal)
Hew England 79.1 £3,2 4.9 0.5 £7.5 22,2
Midcle Ltlentic 71.8 71.1 7.1 £7.2 27,3 £2.5
Bast Worth Central 77.2 77, 97,1 91.%3 $0.9 £5.9
Test Hrrth Central 24,7 “7 . 22.0 32.2 9l1.& S2.5
Scuth ~tlantic 7B 7€.6 nz.1 £7.9 24 .4 ¢4, <
zast Southi Central zl.4 77.9 Z7.5 55,2 £3.0 z2.1
West South Centrel 90.1 RE.5 92.1 91.1 89.4 1.3
Mountezain 20.2 22.0 25,8 $7.7 27.2 5.2
Pacific ar.” w0,5 104,32 10<.0 101.C ©5.9
DELAND FOR TaRl L4BOR (FPercentage ¢f norral)
llew England =2.0 9z, I7.4 E7.% 28,9 g2,1
Middle Ltlantic GG 92,7 £EL,7 £7.0 23,7 £6.3
Bret Yorth Centra 9c.,0 ¢4,z Z5.56 2.0 Z7.3 27,6
Test lorth Central RE L5 33,3 F4LR 77.2 £1.9 7S.9
South Atlontic 02h G4.n 25,7 21,3 57,7 PE.6
Tast South Central 20.7 93,4 TR Z1.1 TS.7 £1.6
Tlest “outh Centrel 227 C0.¢ 7.2 TARLZ 772.2 75,3
Montain SR 2,2 M o4 2.3 20,32 £3.6
Pacific Q5.2 35,72 1,2 70,2 534 27,7
SUPELY AS 4 PERCEITA"R OF DEM:NT (Percentaze of ncrmal)
Vew Frnlrond IO 25,1 16Z.8 103.5 27,3 100.1
Middle £tlantic 76.1 75,2 100,58 101.0 102.2 102.8
Fast Horth Cerntrol “1.3 “1.3 in7.5 105.2 0.1 102.56
Test Torth Central e7,q 102.,7 027 11,4 112.1 115.8
Scuth #tl-ntic neELt £1.0 1na,7 10Z7.1 5.0 °7.5
Enst Scutin Centrnl TS, S04 10,2 106.7 £2,72 1Cz.0
Test Srutt. Central 107.1 S, 117.7 11,2 114,23 11°.,7
Mountain 101.6 102.1 112.,7 117.7 121.0 114.8
Pecific gc.a ca,z 122,48 121.3 112, & 113.5
ToRM EMPLOYHENT (Thou-ands of persons)
Tot:l familv ond hired
New England 22 264 2t 4 AR 277 255
Middle atlantic 720 € 712 £33 722 ced
Tost North Centrsl  1,36¢ 1,552 1,687 1,551 1,611 1,516
West Worth Central 1,¢8¢ 1,714 1,842 1,741 1,205 1,745
South Atlontic 2,42¢ 2,480 2,371 2,230 2,258 2,353
East Scuth Central 2,08 2,278 <,010 2,178 2,027 2,124
Test South Centrel 2,170 2,27y 2,143 2,177 2,112 2,191
Mountain HRg 07 827 20C 501 4:73
Pacific o413 625 5&A 622 5C0 74
Continued



Farm wége rates and related data, by geographic divisions;
October 1, 1939, with comparisons (continued)

Geographic P July 1, } Oct. 1,0 guly 1,0 oct. 1.0 July 1}

division ' 1937 ' 1937 1938 1038 1939 °

FARM EMPLOYMENT :
~ Fanily labor :
New Englend : 176 167 175 183 172
Middle Atlantic : 461 404 458 401 469
wast North Central 1,249 " 1,145 1,261 1,139 1,209
West North Centrnl + 1,486 1,302 1,459 1,329 1,437
South &tlantic 1,920 1,819 1,970 1,784 1,859
Bast South Central « 1,762 1,954 1,749 1,857 1,742
West South Central ¢ 1,671 1,742 1,633 1,616 1,601
Mountain : 328 287 309 286 305
Pacific H 311 217 307 318 330
. Hired labor :
New England : 103 101 108 102 105
Middle Atlantic : 259 245 261 232 250
East North Central : 417 413 427 412 402
West North Central : 473 412 483 412 468
South Atlantic : 569 £40 604 596 593
East South Central : 285 322 261 319 285
Test South Central : 549 537 510 561 517
Mountain ' : 210 200 218 220 196
Pacific H 532 A58 A 204 2/0

_____ Oemmmme

Continued from page 2.

The number of rarm family workers (includiﬁg farn operators) employéd at
these and other sensonal Jjobs on October 1 was estimated at 2,864,000 persons &
compared with 9,124,000 on the first of July and 8,895,000 on October 1 of last
year., hpproximately 3,022,000 hired hands were working on forms October 1. T
was cnly /92,000 less then on July 1, but about 126,000 fewer hands thon a year

earlier.

The farmer's ability to poy hired workers irmmroved somewhat from July 11
October 1 in view of the shorp rise in +arm product pricen. The ratio of price

received by farmers to farm wage rates on the firet of this month, however, Wwas
still only about 78 percent of the 1010-14 avernge, although 7 points up since
July 1 and 4 points higher than in October of last year.
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Farm wage rates and related data, bv States, October 1, 1939

" per dav P Supgiy of and demand

: for farm labor

With P Titrout :Supnly as :Demand as :Supply as

board ‘¢ Dbonrd ‘Percentage:percentage:percentaze
:0f normal :of demand

With ' Withont
borrd ¢ board

: : +0f mormal demana
T Zollars Dollars Dollars Iollars Percent - Percent Percent
22,00 50.25 1.75 2.75 a0 : g9 101
23,75 25,00 2.15 3.00 o7 39 98
25,00 47.30 175 2.45 83 91 91
23,73 £3.75 1.95 2.85 59 32 109
35,75 55,50 2.08 2.95 @9 86 115
4 _BT.en 0 BE.0O_ _ _1.80_ _ _ 2,20 _ 87 _ _ _ .9x _ o4 _ _
Y., 0.2 46,00 1.75 2.25 £9 g8z 105
37,50 54,50 1.85 2,50 24 8g 107
Lo & 27.00. _ _42.00_  _1.75_ _ _2.30_ €5 _ _ _ _&7_ _ _ _ .:°9 _ _
7,00 40.00 1.70 2.1% £5 gg 29
28.25 32,00 1.55 2.00 90 88 102
32,00 43,30 1.50 2.20 et 28 101-
29,25 43,50 1.70 2.23 £9 gz 101
Se_ _ _ & _ 3C.25  _ _43.00_  _1l.55_ _ _ 2.5 _ °s _ __ _ge_ _ _ _ 108 _ _
32.25 44,00 1.858 2.52 a7 25 109
33,50 az ,7s 1.67 2,25 95 20 105
23.50 31.30 1.15 1.453 57 82 108
29,75 45,00 1.60 2,30 o3 74 126
20,25 41,50 1.50 2.10 e9 70 127
25,00 35.5 1.35 1.20 95 A2 155
ns. _ _ 2 _ 24.25 _ _35.30_ _ _ . 1.40_ _ _1.e0 _ _ _ 94 _ _ _ _Re_ _ __ 128 _ _
25,00 38,00 1.70 2.10 o1 o5 a5
27,70 78,50 1.70 1,292 91 22 o7
21.30 70,75 1.10 1.50 o1 87 a9z
20,05 72,25 1.0% 1.70 £9 84 108
17.75 25,30 .05 1.20 £7 21 95
15,77 18.75 .20 L& 72 g4 az
2,27 1£.00 .70 S0 g5 e7 g
2 1728 27,50 .85 _1.eF _ _ 87 _ w114
21.00 20,708 1.00 1.20 o7 84 104
17.00 24,50 €0 1.03 91 84 108
13,74 192,70 N .G0 a7 e 110
ss. 1 15.00_ _ _Z0.00_ 0 95 e7 _ _ _ 8o _ 100 _ _
16.00 £2.25 .20 1.05 <A T wr 112
15,25 28,75 £0 1.10 €7 85 102
20,75 70.00 1.18 1.47 o4 74 127
x._ _ 1+ 21,00 _50.00_ _ _1.10_ _ _1.70 °t _ _ _ 73 122 _
39.50 272 T 2.05 2,70 a3 g0 120
20,50 55,50 Z.00 2.55 103 87 118
27,00 54,00 1.70 .30 o7 &2 118
30,75 46,25 1.20 2,10 97 78 128
22,75 £0.30 1.35 1.70 a0 89 101
22,00 50,05 1.45 2.05 o4 o1 1073
44,50 52.00 2.20 2,30 =t g4 114
B.00_ _ _5%.e8  _ 1.60_ _ _2.20_ _ _ _d0 _ & _ _ 110 _ _
40,75 27.00 1.5 2,75 102 ez 123
7,50 54,75 1.95 2.50 o7 87 111
£ 87.28 72,00 _ 2.05 _ _ 2.83 100 _ 8o 112
8,28 35,173 1.55 1.57 90.4 _ _a8z.4 _ _ 1oB,%




Farm labor: Supply and demand statistics, by geographic divisions,
October 1, 1923-39 1/ '

SUPPLY OF FARM LABOR (PERCENTAGE OF NORMAL)

=

Year : New - I\iliddle; Bast , West , South , Bast , Test | youn_ L ;United
. Eng- ., Atlan-, North | North , Atlan-, South , South , y.;, FPacific,q, .
. land , tic .Central Central, tic . Central, Central, . o
1923 : 69.1 65,0 69.2 87.3 75.6 75.5 84.8 87.9  89.8 78,
1924 ; 91.1 84,3 €9.4 94.6 79.3 84.0 86.4 29.1 105.5 88,
1925 ¢ 90.7 87:.0 &3.7 95.5 84.2 80.6 85.3 94,3 98.6 88,
1926 : €8.5 80.2 84.8 94.2 73.6 80.5 83.5 95.1 98.4 , 86
1927 ¢ 89.6 87.7 20.9 94,7 '856.1 82.4 92.2 93.2  98.9 91,
1928 : 91.5 92.5 1.6 94.9 '89.6 0.1 90,7 S4.7 29.5 92,
1929 ¢ 21.6 90.2 91.2 98,3 90.0 £9.8 92.7 95.5 25.7 92
1920 :103.8 101.1 112.3 107.3 101.1 101.9 108.0 114.1 107,1 106,
1931 :115.3 111.2 119.7 120.8 106.2 110.2 105.0 130.1 122.2 1134
1932 :1132.7 126.2 134.6 128.4 115.3 115.7 118.3 174.8 130.7 124
1933 :114.2 110.8 120.2 120.2 102,2 104.8 108.2 120.3 116.3 111
19734 :10:.4 100.4 106.2 112.9 25,9 95.9 109.7 116.3 110.2 105
1935 : 96.3 92.3 2.8 96.5 90.9 92.8 100.1 8.8 93.8 94,
1976 : 86.6 79.9 ez.2 90.2 84.4 84,3 87.3 28.6 20.1 85,
1937 : 83.2 71.1 77.2 87.2 75.6 77.9 83.5 88.0 90.5 81,
1938 ¢ 90.5 87.9 91.3 92.2 87.9 86.5 91.1 Q7.7 104.0 91
1939 : BE.Z2 8.5 £9.9 92.5 84,4 £8.1 G1.3 95.8 99.9 0,
DEMAND FOE FARiF LABOR (PFRECENTAGE OF NORMAL)
1923 : 91.3 90.73 0Z.6 90n.4 90.4 20.4 93.0 94.3 2g.0 9
1924 + 20.8 8€.2 83.8 °0.3 87.2 £7.2 92.1 92.8 82,73 g9,
1925 ¢ 89.7 82,3 90.8 92.3 87.5 8,7 91.3 94,5 94,8 cl
1926 ¢ 90.2 89.5 cz.0 90.0 £9.6 95.4 99.73 Q3.6 95.6 97
1927 ¢ 90.0 87.7 86.8 92.3 g7.2 e7.7 86.1 Q7.8 94.9 87,
1928 : 21.5 .9 82.8 92.3 87.4 fa. 7R 89.73 85,3 21.8 8¢
1929 ¢ 91.4 82,1 £9.2 8¢.4 7.1 ge.8 Zh. 4.6 Q0.3 8%,
1930 : &€5.0 80.5 74.2 76.7 75.8 73.1 63.8 82.2 81.6 5
1931 ¢ 20.6 77.6 67.8 60.4 72.0 67.9 71.4 £0.5 70.6 62
1232 ¢ 71.7 68.9 60.4 4.5 62,0 2.6 60.1 58.1 67.1 6l
1933 ¢ 77.9 7R2 66.9 5¢.9 73.0 67.3 65.4 68.73 777 63,
1934 : £0.9 75,0 74.4 58.2 76 .4 2.4 54.6 59.5 76.3 a%
1935 : £4.3 £4.0 25.6 76.9 23,0 76 .4 70.9 77.6 39.1 20
1936 : F2.9 200,95 22,8 69.0 £7.4 £9.2 52.0 23.4 92.6 as.
1937 : °%4.4 93.7 9¢.,9 BR.A 94.6 3.4 90.4 £6.2 95.8 9L
1938 ¢ 87.4 27.0 ¢5.0 77.2 21.3 el.1 76 .9 82.3 79.2 el
1939 ¢ #2.1 £6.3 £27.6 79.9 56.6 21.6 76.3 83.6 87.7 g
Continued




Farm labor: Suvply and derand statistics, hy geographic divisions,
~C /
J

October 1, 12273-75 1/ {Contimmed)

S'PPLY A4S A PZRCENTAGE OF UELslD (PEECEITAGE OF HCRIAL)

. New Middle: East , TWest : Sonth , East . Vest Moun— :Tnited
: Bng- , Atlan-, Yorth ; Yorth ., Atlen-, Soith ¢ South , tain :PaCific:states
land ,  tic :Central:Ccntral: tic Central,Central, .

75,7 77,1 7L 5.8 83.8 23,5 21.2 93.2 1.5 25.3
:100,3 25.6 100,7 102.5 g0.9 25.7 93.8 105.8 125.7 29,7
:101.1 22,3 977 103.2 °h.2 22,0 23,4 29.8 10<.0 22.6
: 9e.1 2.5 9z.2 105.4 =77 24 24,1 102.7 102.9 22.5
1 92,86 100.0  104.7 10z.5 2.7 101.¢ 107.1 28.9 104.2 162.1
100.0  10=.D 102.0 10Z.2 10z.5  104.4 101.5 g5.4 10°.4 10z.8
100.2 101.2 1oz, 2 105.5 103.2  100.0 107.7 101.0 103.0 104.1

ee se oo

1122.1 125.% 151.3  139.9 183.4 1384 187.0 132.2 121.2 140.2
:1232.1 147,72 172,57 200.0 127.5  17Z.3 1<7.1 212.0 173.1 183.9
11281 123.2 Ta.3 <3Z.6 1£3,0 187,z 1¢6.2 222.,0 124,2  201.¢
1142.,6 1530.1 1727  20:4.1 140.0 132.7 25,4  1758.1 142,7 162.6
127,73 12=.7 1:2.7 122.0 125.2 1326 200.¢ 195,82 144 .4 122.2
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1/Revised for dates prior to Oct. 1, 1030,
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