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BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS ¥ ) y(.‘
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Washington, . C. 6HE May 12, 1944
FARM EMPLOYMENT LCOWER THAN YEAR AGO

There were 10,068,000 peonle wericing on farms the first of May, sccordinz
estimate issued by the Denartment of Agriculture tolay. Thie is 2 decl%ne
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percent from Mey 1, 1943, and of about © percent from the 5-vear (1938-42) everage
for May 1. Althoush the number of unpaid family worlzers decreased only sbout 2 ve

cent frem last Mey, hired farm emmloyment wes Cown 13 mercent.

Lbnormelly wet weather over moet of the country the last s
farcers from zetting into the Fields and this acccunted for some ¢
in emmloyment from a year ago, especizlly in the mumber of hired hands. The gen-
eral scarcity of hel» also contributed materially to the decline. All cf th
reogranhic regicns showed declines in estimated total farm employment, wiFh e
largest decrease occurring in the West South Centrel Region where the mwmver of
fanily worlters cropped 3 percent and hired employment was down 18 nercent T

Vay 1, 1943,

Ei:aty percent of the farm work force Y¥ay 1 was composed of farm overaters aad
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otler unpaid family worizers. In lMay 1940, 77 percent of the woriers were either
farm overators or memters of tleir families doing farm work without receiving
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wages., Thue indications sre that there hins been a marked increase since fearl
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Herbor in the mumber °F wonsn, and young ,beys and girls werking on-farms, The
mimber of such faun worizers usually increases during surmar schocl vacations
and when cotton civooiang, the fruit harvest, cotton vicizing, and other farm worx,

which can reedily be done by women and children, is in »rogress.

The crop seascn is late in Few Enzland and during most of April the scil was
generally too wet ror nlowing or nlanting. In the Middle atlantic States, truck

crops are soing into the ground although oneraticns have been delayed 1n some area
by excessive rains.

0
vermit narma) form overations.and nence fewer worliers were needed thon uswal.
Fowever, =s soon as more favorable field conditions exist the demand for weriiers
will increase sharplv. Recause of the lateness of the seascn many farmers will e
compelled to shift a considerable acreage from small =srains to corn and other row




crops. Since these cropns require more work in preparing the land and planting
than do small graing, this will tend to increase the demsnd for labor durine the
next two montihs. The West North Central region indicated a drom of 19 mercent in
hired farm emplovment between lay 1 last year and May 1 this year, the largest
percentaze decline for any region, Floods in the Missouri and Mississippi Valleyr
have delayed farm work and caused changes in crop nlans with early natur1Q“ CTovs
being substituted for those requiring a longer growing season. To put this floodel
land into condition for crops will add greatly to the burden of work during the
coming weeks if it is to be cropped this s eason.

Over most of tihe South, spring work on farms was far behind schedule on ilay 1
because of abrnormal rainfall since Jamuary. The accumulated work will create 2
serious labor situation whiea it becomes possible to get into the fields, and some
farmers are fearful that earlier planting intentions cannot de carried out. here
pogsible, however, corn, cotton, sorgium, tobacco, peanuts, rice, and other crops
were beins nlanted and the harvest of commercial vegetables in some areas was goin:
forward at the beginning of the month.

In the Mountain States, lambing, calving, and sheep shearing were in profress,
and farm and ranch ect1v1ty in the Range country continued briskly desnite in-
clement weather in some areas. Delay in the prewaration of the soil and in seed-
ing spriang grains is adding to the heavy burden of work resulting from ~ decline
since last May of 12 nercent in nambor of hired workers on farms in this Resion.
Farm workers brought into the Mountain States from Mexico mombered about 2000 at
the end of April and others are arriving almost daily. Such worlzers aided freatls
in the production of crops last vear.

Farm emmloyment increased seasonally from April to May on the West Coast and was
down onlv slightly from a year ago. Conditions were generally favorable for farn
worl around the first of May in this Rezion and farmers took full advantase of
the opportunity. Hired farm ermnloyment declined sharply in most geographic regicy
ot the Pacific Rezion recorded a decrease of only about 1 mercent from a vear
earlier. The Drlncwval seasonal jobs now requiring large numbers of workers in-
clude the harvest of citrus fruits and various vegetable crops such as meas
lettuce, carrots, asparagus and early potatoes, the cutting and balinz of mWfalﬁ
Lay, thinaing of apricots, veaches, and plums and sowing of snring arains
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Form employment indexes and relatecd data, United States, May 1, 1944
with commerisons

: ovorane ; AvT: 1 [ May 1 Y aor. 1P lay 1
.. 2 . L. oa . .
e e e e L A1910-14 ¢ 1943 0 1988 s, DE
FARi EMPLOYMINT( thousands of hersons) 12,052 9,308 10,492 9,080 10,068
Family 18D0r «evivniniininnenenns : 9,160 7,433 8,248 7,401 8,079
Hired 18b0r - vvvrvneionrnnnanens ¢+ 2,892 1,875 2,244 1,679 1,989
FARM EMPLOYMENT INDEXES' :
Total - :
Unad fUSted «vveeevnneeerennnnenns : 100 o 87 75 . 84
Adjusted for seasonal variation : 100 . 84 85 82 81
Family labor - -
Unadjusted ... cvivviinrennennnnn. ! 100 31 90 81 88
Adiusted for seasnnal variation 100 84 85 84 83
Hired labor - N :
Tnadjusted oo viiii it it 100 65 78 58 69
Adijusted for seasonal variation 100 33 84 74 74
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Foreign worlzers emmloyed in or available for sgricultural war work
by country of origin and State of emmloyment as of Anril 29, 1944
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_ _ _Mexiecans _ _ i _ _ Jamaicans_ _ _:_ _ Behemipns _:_ : _ _ Newfoundlanders _
¢ Mumber of: Mlumber of:: : Nurber of: Jumber of

_State :_ workers ; State : workers_ :_State_:_ workers.: State : _workers_ _ _
Ariz. 1,122 :Conn. : 1,019 :Del. : 82 :Conn- : 35

C~lif. ¢ 21,227 :Fle. : 1,182 :Fler. H 4,871  ilaine : - 37

Idaho 262 liich. 22 :1Md. : 118 ‘liass. ¢ 9

Mont : 353 (N.T. : 183 :Pe. : 100 :

Nebr : 45 :0hio : 6 : : :

Nev. : 147 ) : : :

Oreg. 593 : : : : :

Wash. 1,508 : HEA s : :

Wyo . an : . o . . .

Total : 25,347 :Total 2,422 :Totel 5,171 :Total : 81
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Farm employment, United States and geogranhic divisions, May 1, 1944
with comperisons

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT
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Geographic ¢ Mar. 1,: Apr. 1,{ May 1,: Mar. 1,: Avr. 1,: May 1,
— — — Qivision _ _ _:_ 1943 _:_ 1943_§ _ 1943 :_ 1944 : _1944 _:_ _1944 _
¢ 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's 1,000's
: 8,720 9,308 10,492 8,562 9,080 10,068

United States .......

New England .......: 213 223 246 207 217 232
Middle Atlantic ...: 516 563 590 515 544 580
Bast Morth Central : 1.266 1,335 1,437 1,251 1,313 1,414
West North Central ¢ 1,416 1,500 1,626 1,397 1,467 1,564
South Atlantic ....: 1,858 1,758 2.N83 1,625 1,723 2,002
Wast South Central : 1,370 1,512 1,750 1,333 1,466 1,662
West South Central : 1,465 1,542 1,802 1,389 1,470 1,685
Mountain .......... H 274 398 407 - 373 390 411
Pacific ........... H 452 487 531 472 490 518
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United States .......: 7,003 7,433 8,248 6,935 7,401 8,079

New England ...... .t 186 161 169 150 158 159
Middle Atlantic ...: 384 404 414 379 400 407
East North Central : 1,072 1,123 1,166 1,067 1,118 1,167
West Worth Central : 1,226 1,281 1,345 1,225 1,279 1,336
South Atlsntic ....: 1,280 1,361 1,603  1.263 1,357 1,583
East South Central : 1,163 1,295 1,504 1,154 . 1,283 1,457
West South Central : 1,157 1,209 1,404 .1.126  1.203 1.359
Mountain «......... . 280 297 301 283 298 300
Paciffc «....vevun.: 985 302 322 288 305 311

e e e e e e e e e e eh e b e e e e e e S e - e S e e o e S e At G m . w -

United States ...... 1,727 1,875 2,244 1,627 ° 1,679 1,989
New England ....... : 57 62 77 57 59 "3
Middle Atlantic ...: 132 . 149 176 136 144 173
Fast North Central : 194 212 271 184 . 195 . 247
West North Central : 190 219 281 172 188 228
South Atlentic ....: 378 397 480 362 366 419
East South Central : 207 217 226 179 183 205
West South Central : 308 333 398 263 267 326
Mountain «.v.ee.voe.s 94 101 126 90 92 111
PaCifiC vevevennnnn : 167 185 209 184 185 207

— i aam e - me e pm mew e e’ e e e e e e s s v e e Gem e mee e e o o e e o o— ua - -

1/ Includes farm omerators and members of their families doing farm work
without wages.

Besed on remorts from 20,881 farmers who renorted, for their owm farms, the
number of family and hired workers doing 2 or more days of work during the
week of inouiry.



Farm Eamloyment by Type of Farming Aress 1/:
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and
month

1943
Tan.
Teh.

lVar. ¢

Anr.
Mey

Tune
Tuly
Avg.

Sent.
Oct. :

Yov.
Dec.
1944

Tan, :

Feb.

Mar. :
Anr. ¢

May

- — o

on the First of Each Month and Index Numbers Janusry 1943 to Dote 2/

Totel Number of Persons EZmmloyed

L Corn '.reé_ o o o oo oot . Eagtern Dairy Area- _ _ _ _
: : s _ Index_ 3/_: Ti_ _ _ _Index_ 3/_ _
Familz Bired: Total:Fem1ly;Hired; Total: Fgm_lx E4zeg.20§al Family;Hired; Total
t 000 Q0N 00Q 000 000 00O : 0NOO 0RO 000 000 Q00  Q0Q
H H
: 902 153 1,055 80 38 69 : 456 141 597 71 42 61
: 865 171 1,036 76 43 68 : 464 157 621 73 46 63
900 167 1,067 80 42 0 : 468 162 628 73 48 64
: 941 183 1,124 83 46 73 : 488 179 667 76 53 68
983 230 1,213 87 57 79 : 498 211 709 78 62 72
11,026 245 1,271 91 61 83 : 495 243 738 i 72 75
11,013 285 ‘1,298 90 71 85 : 555 321 B76 87 95 90
11,018 284 1,302 90 71 85 : 564 340 904 88 100 82
11,022 266 1,288 90 66 84 : 545 319 864 85 94 g8
973 239 1,712 86 .59 79 ¢ 515 320 835 81 94 85
:1,012 247 1,759 89 61 82 : 510 235 745 80 69 "6
T 949 234 1,183 84 58 77y 480 221 701 75 65 72
292 152 1,044 79 38 68 : 456 145 601 71 ‘43 61
: 885 158 1,043 78 39 68 : 455 167 622 71 "49 64
: 909 147 1,056 80 37 69.: 458 166 624 72 ‘49 64
: 945 163 1,108 84 41 72 1 482 174 656 75 51 67
t 717 204 921 63 51 60 : 484 209 693 76 62 71
P U e e e e = ———
—._ _Western Dairy Area _ _ > _ _ _ _ % _ _ _ Middle Xastern Area _ _ _ _ _ _
612 116 728 85 52 77 11,178 210 13388 72 49 67
: 597 120 717 83 54 76 :1,206 223 1,429 73 52 69
1 632 111 743 88 50 79 11,249 223 1,472 76 52 71
: 657 130 787 91 58 8t :1,286 248 1,534 78 58 74
: 688 155 843 96 70 89 :1,437 264 1,701 87 62 82
;73 169 903 102 76 96 :1,624 311 1.935 99 73 94
t 768 190 958 107 85 102 :1,658 338 1,996 101 79 97
t 731 204 935 102 92 99 11,493 317 1,810 91 75 88
¢ 712 192 904 99 .86 96 :1,523 325 1,848 93 76 89
: 690 186 876 96 B4 93 :1,531 352 1,883 93 83 91
: 687 165 852 95 74 90 :1,433 274 1,707 87 6t 83
: 664 124 788 92 56 84 :1,289 265 1,55¢ 78 62 75
¢ 605 116 721 - 84 52 77 $1,195 207 1,402 73 .49 68
¢ 607 128 735 84 .58 78 11,223 227 1,150 74 . 53 70
i 619 115 734 86 52 78 :1,70 225 1,15 75 53 71
: 653 120 773 01 4 82 :1,303 210 1,512 79 .49 73
: 690 144 834 96 65 89 :1,+35 245 1,680 87 58 81
_____________ e e e ettt —————
Continued -



Farm Employment by Tyne of Ferming Areas 1/: Total MNumber of Persons Embloyed

on the First of Each Month and Index Humbers Tanuary 1943 to Date 2/-Continued

Year ¢ _ _ _ _Eastern_Cotton Area_ _ _ _ _ & _ . _ Delta Cotton Area . _ _ _ _
sand : . @ : ¢ & _ Index _3/_: : : :_ _ _ _Index_ 3/__

month ;Familx:Eigeﬁ:Epggl:EagilyLH;rgﬁLTgtgliFam;lx:Ei;ei:Epghl:Eagily;Hirgﬁ;Tgﬁgf
¢ 000 000 000 000 000 000 : 000 Q0O Q0O 000 Q00 Q00

1943 .
Tan. : 644 180 824 46 57 48 ¢ 725 101 826 67 40 63
Feb. : 647 228 475 46 73 51 : 786 145 931 72 57 69
Mar. : 741 255 996 53 81 58 :+ 820 148 968 75 59 72
Anr. : 851 248 1,099 60 79 64 : 880 159 1,039 81 63 m
May :1,(88 306 1,394 77 id g1 :1,088 169 1,257 100 67 9%

Tune :1,220 356 1,576 87 113 91 :1,217 295 1,512 112 117 113
Tuly :1,050 328 1,378 75 104 80 :1,160 292 1,452 106 116 108
Aug. : 834 330 1,164 59 105 68 : 940 207 1,147 86 82 86
Sent.:1,070 388 1,158 76 123 85 : 998 221 1,219 92 88 g1
Oct. :1,280 433 1,713 91 138 99 :1,282 392 1,67+ 118 155 125
Nov. :1,009 385 1,394 72 . 122 81 1,017 322 1,339 93 128 10

Dec. ¢+ 772 245 1,017 55 78 59 : 884 293 1,177 81 116 a8
1944 . .
Tan. : 650 188 838 46 60 48 : 744 108 852 68 43 63
Feb. : 685 226 911 19 72 53+ 779 123 912 71. .53 __.._88
Mar. : 732 225 957 52 72 56 : 801 127 g28 73 50 69
Aor. ¢ 829 203 1,032 59 65 60 : 877 130 1,007 80 52 75
May :1,037 257 1,294 74 82 65 :1,020 142 1,162 94 56 87
e o o e e e e e e e e e = = —— - —— e e e e e e e — — ————— o
_________ Western Cotton Ares_ _ _ _ _ & _ _ . _ _ Small Graip Area_ _ _.

1943 ¢ :
Ton. : 693 230 923 72 92 76 3 513 75 588 84 41 4
Teb. : 666 225 891 69 90 73 : 518 85 603 85 an 76
Mar. : 702 204 906 73 81 75 : 536 82 618 87 15 78
Aor. : 7581 225 976 78 90 80 : 571 87 658 93 48 83
May : 816 280 1,096 B85 112 90 : 595 135 ~ 730 97 75 92
Tune : 918 325 1,243 95 130 102 : 633 149 782 103 82 98
Tuly : 875 342 1,217 91 136 100 : 633 181 814 103 100 102
Aug. : 784 290 1,074 81 116 88 + 641 210 851 105 116 107
Semt.: 808 313 1,121 8% 125 92 : 625 233 858 102 129 108
Oct. : 929 322 1,251 96 128 103 : 591 177 768 96 98 97
Yov. ¢ 830 290 1,120 86 116 92 : 562 132 694 92 73 87
Dec. : W22 279 1,001 75 111 82 + 535 110 645 87 61 8l
1944 : j
Tan. ¢ 660 224 884 68 89 7% . 519 75 594 85 41 75
Feb. : 632 190 822 66 76 68 : 515 78 593 84 43 75
Mar. : 688 171 859 71 68 71 i 537 69 606 88 38 76
Aor. @ 740 175 915 77 70 75 ;564 74 638 92 41 80
May : 809 230 1,039 84 92 8% : 586 105 691 96 58 87
Continued -



Farm Employment by Tyve of Farming Aress ;/: Total Number of Persons Emmloyed
on the First of Zach Month snd Index Numbers Tanuary 1943 to Date 2/ -Continued

—m S G e mE G e G Ee te G e s e Gun G e a e s e e e Gt e M we G smm e v Gmp G G She S G e e

and ; :_ _ _ _Index 3] _: : T i _ _ _Index_3/_ _
month ;Familx,ﬁizeﬁ Total:Family;Yired;' Totgl Fanilx'ﬂlggg,iogal Family;Hired; Totpl _
Q00 000 Q00 0NQ  00Q 000 : 000 Q00 000 020 Q00 Q0D

1943 IR

Tan. : 168 59 227 111 58 90 : 182 39 221 114 50 93
Feb. : 171 69 240 113 68 95 : 183 42 225 115 54 a5
Mar. : 177 666 243 117 65 96 :+ 196 43 239 123 55 101
Apr. ¢ 189 72 261 125 71 103 : 200 49 249 126 63 105
May ¢ 193 86 279 ' 128 85 111 : 215 58 273 135 74 115
Tune ¢ 202 109 311 134 108 123 : 224 85 309 141 109 1%0
TJuly : 182 115 297 120 114 118 : 213 150 363 134 192 153
Aug. : 203 124 327 134 123 130 : 218 192 410 137 246 173
Sept.:: 207 126 333 137 125 132 : 245 211 456 154 271 192
Oct. ¢ 201 113 2314 133 112 124 : 205 133 338 129 171 143
Nov. : 191 98 289 126 97 115 : 199 120 319 125 154 135
Dec. : 183 77 260 121 76 103 : 192 80 272 121 103 115
1844 H

Jen. : 167 64 231 110 63 92 : 186 45 231 117 58 97
Feb. : 175 56 231 116 55 92 : 194 43 237 122 55 100
Mar. : 180 65 245 119 64 97 : 194 44 238 122 56 100
Anr. @ 190 60 250 126 59 99 : 203 48 251 128 62 106
Hay :+ 192 76 272 127 75 108 : 207 59 266 130 76 112
- e e’ e e e m e e e e e e e e e e w— dt— - o See o ot e Gam e Gt e o - S e EE wee Gme See  epe  Gmn Sen  awe

1/ Corn Area: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Iows; Eastern Dairy Area: New Hamp-
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Wew York and Pennsylvania;-Western
Dairy Area: Michigsn, Wisconsin and Minnesota; Middle Eastern Ares: Marylend,
Virginia, ''est Virginia, North Carolines, Kentucky and Tennessee; Eastern Cotton
Aree: South Carolina, Georgia and Alasbama; Delta Cotton Area: Mississippi,
Arkansas and Loulsiana; Western Cotton Area: Oklahoma and Texed} Small Grains
Area: North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kensas and Montana; Range Areas
¥yoming, Colorado, MNew Mexico, Arizona, Utah and Nevada; Northwestern Area:
Washington, Oregon and Idaho.

2/ Includes farm onerators and members of their families doing farm work without
veges.

3/ 1910-14 = 100.
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