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November Farm Labor Force Dips 18 Percent Below Last Month

The Nation's total farm labor working force is estimated at 4,359,000
workers for the week of November 17-23, &4 percent less than a year
earlier and 18 percent below the survey week in October.

Family members working during the survey week are estimated at 3,401,000
persons, 3 percent less than a year earlier and 14 percent below a month
earlier. The number of hired farm werkers employed on farms during the
survey week totaled 958,000 persons, 6 percent below a year-earlier and
31 percent below October 1968, Fall harvest in many areas was completed
well ahead of last year. Thus, a lower work force was required during
the November 1968 survey week,

Average length of the work week for all workers in November at 37.2
hours was 2.3 hours shorter than for last month. Farm operators
averaged 40.9 hours, down 4.2 hours from a month earlier. Other family
members averaged 30.8 hours, down 1.5 hours from last month. Hired
workers averaged 35.7 hours worked during the survey week, fractionally
below a year earlier.

Harvest Near Completion - Farmers Prepare for Winter

Corn harvest in the western Corn Belt was limited by wet fields, despite
little or no precipitation during the week. Iowa's harvest was about 80
percent complete while in Minnesota harvest was 70 percent completed.
Harvest in the eastern Corn Belt neared completion with Illinois nearly
95 percent completed by the end of the survey week. 1In other areas
plcking advanced toward completion, between intermittent showers,

Soybean combining progressed slowly in South Central and Atlantic Coast
‘States, Rain early in the week curtailed harvest. Some low-lying wet
fields in Minnesota remain to be harvested.

Sorghum harvest was virtually complete in Texas and was well advanced in
Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska.

ective January 1, 1900, the Statistical Reporting Service plans to |
discontinue ecaleqlation and publication of S-year averages that appear
in this report. The report will contain data for the current and the
two preeceding years. It is believed that changes in agriculture have
decreased the value of the five-year averages for making comparisons.”
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Cotton harvest was in full swing on the Texas High Plains, and about two-
thirds of the State's crop already had been picked. Soft fields delayed
harvest operations in Oklahoma. Picking was well advanced in the Delta and
Southeast States, and was virtually complete in southern Alabama and
Georgia. Harvesting increased in Arizona following some delay from rain.
Damp, foggy weather slowed picking in California.

Peanut digging was in the final stages in Texas, Oklahoma, and Virginia.
Burley Tobacco stripping and grading provided work in major growing areas,
preparing for opening of markets the following week.

Sugar beet digging, nearly completed in most northern areas, continued
active in Arizona and California. Sugar cane harvest was 60 percent complete
in Louisiana and increasingly active in Florida.

Supplemental feeding of livestock had begun in some areas, because range
grass supplies deteriorated seasonally. Livestock work and preparations
for the onset of winter occupied the time of maeny of the Nation's farm
workers.

Harvest of Florida oranges increased sharply. Cool weather aided in fruit
coloring. Citrus harvest alsoc was active in Arizona and Texas, and harvest of
Navel oranges in Californfa was well underway. A record olive harvest neared
completion in California. Pecan harvest was active in most producing

States.

Florida's vegetable ha.vest was active in most locations. Cold weather
caused only slight damage. In Southwestern States, including California,
planting and harvesting of vegetables proceeded normally, '

Farm employment represents the number of family and hired labor
working during the survey week. Family labor includes farm
operators working on farms 1 hour or more plus other family
members working 15 hours or more without receiving cash wages
during the survey week., These data should not be confused
with data published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
derived from the Current Population Survey (CPS). The BLS
data are derived from a household survey where each member 16
years of age and older ia classified as performing farm ox
nonfarm work on the basis of major activity during the survey
week,
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Farm employment and indexes, November 1968, with comparisons, United States

Annual : Apnual : November : November: November
average : average : average : 19-25, : 17-23,

; 1962-66 1/: 1967 1/: 1962-66 1/ ; 1967 : 1968
FARM EMPLOYMENT : ’

{Thousands) :
Total ...eveencsssensass 0,031 4,903 5,344 4,542 4,359
Family 1labor .cveevenesnt? ﬁ""zo 3!650 l.‘!log 3!520 3’[‘01
Hired 1ab0t ---otoluo--: 1’611 1|253 1’235 1’022 958
INDEXES 2/ :
(1910-14=100) :
TOtALl veveevonascnnosnal 44 36 43 36 35
Family 1abor .....vsea.t 44 36 42 36 35
Hired labor sass v oo A? 37 l"‘ 36 34
(1957-59=100) :
Total T I L N ] 81 66 77 65 63
Family labor ..........: 80 66 78 66 64
Hired 1aboT ..isveevenes? 82 64 76 63 59

.
*

1/ Employment during the last full cale~ndar week ending at least one day before
the end of the month.

2/ Monthly indexes are adjusted for seasonal variation.

oo

Farm Wage Rates and Indexes, October 1, 1968, United States

Annual: October: H
: average: average: October 1, . October 1,

: 1967 ; 1962-66: _ 1967 . 1968

FARM WAGE RATES .
Composite rate per hour 1/ .......... § 1,12 $ 0,947 § 1.16 $ 1.27

Per month with house ...............: 262 214 261 283
Per month with board and room ...... 3/200 167 203 220
Per week with board and room ......., 47,50 39.75 48,00 53.75
Per week without board or room ....., 60,50 49,25 60,50 66,50
Per dﬂy with house .lc-l‘lllitluutio. 7.50 6.20 7.70 8-60
Per day with board and room ........, 8.60 7.00 8.50 9.20
Per day without board or room ......: 9.00 7.80 9.50 10.50
Per hour with house seserectanranene, 1,18 1.12 1,32 1.42
Per hour without board or room ....., i.33 1.04 1.29 1.41

INDEXES 2/ :

(1910-14=100) Gesevenrisessrenacenannne, 862 718 882 964

(1957-59=100) .vueesnvcnnosannssncanns, 148 123 152 166

1/ Weighted average of all rates on a per hour basis,
2/ 1Indexes are adjusted for seasonal variation.
3/ Revised.
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Workers om Farmu, November 1968
Thousands ef peracns)
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State 1 T AVETLLe 3 “November 1967 % November 1968
and ) 1962=86 t Wook of 19=25 ] Week of 17«23
division 3 ) : L] 1 T Hired : 3 1
i
Maine 1 24 19 5 18 14 4 le 13 S
N.H, F 4 L) 7 2 7 5 2 7 5 2
Vo s 20 16 4 15 13 3 15 12 2
Masae s 23 16 7 17 11 6 17 1 6
R.Io I 3 2 h § 3 2 1 3 2 1
.__________;___17___ LB un .8 3__10___ 7 ___3
i BCIIIZ TSI IOT I IR I
}:'L ' o8 109 ¥ s o7 % 14 2 15
s - = - - —-— - 9____ — - 9o —_— 0 - _____ -
N Dt L - - %6 = = 165 = -t e e A
o y — 193 171 7z T 15T 427718 ©~T 1T Ty
nd,e ' 166 148 17 128 114 14 124 123 11
nl. ' 212 178 34 138 164 34 166 143 23
Hich. ' 157 134 23 132 113 19 119 106 13
o 1_218___199__ 19 _1!36___169____ __187__ 173 _ _
!.._F_.Qeg,___ _1_ 34”731 T TiIs T TEhL Fo2 99 " " 7aF T "6‘74“‘__")5'
fHTin, TTT T T I M\ IS TTI?YE T T IessTT 1Y Isr — T TImT ar -
Jown H 242 215 27 223 192 31 210 185 25
) 10 7% 3 209 190 19 171 150 21 175 155 20
FaDalkey 3 %5 48 7 45 40 5 45 39 &
SeDake H 66 60 6 58 33 5 s7 51 ‘6
¥ebr, 3 115 103 12 107 95 12 97 86 11
Dame, . ___a_Us__ 207 _ SRR N LS -
WoNolebity — ~“ """ 3 _ 38"~ 790 3"__"'55' :835" "79'2"" 93 =~ :__'_'7§_1____}b'
Tel. 3 B - i iy et - Sl - S 3
A, t 42 32 1C 30 23 7 28 22 5
Va. [ 147 112 35 118 93 25 108 88 20
WeVae H 49 42 7 ag 34 4 37 32 5
NeCo H 280 218 62 217 175 42 190 180 30
S8.Ce H 111 80 3L &a 54 14 56 53 13
G 3 136 95 &) ice 78 30 97 74 23
Flae L8 39 86 120 87 123 35 87
3»9!::-_-__:.!:'93::“5?312227‘5"":’“_22 CoRICT6S T T ues T T T IE
Ty, 1~ 231 —189 - s ¥ 3 I74a= —~37 s 5% >y
Tonn, ' 245 205 40 202 170 32 189 164 25
Alaa e 133 100 33 121 93 28 120 2 28
Mlase g 175 134 4. 123 __ 99 24 139 Us_ __ 24
ES.Cemts ~__ __I" AT e T TIS6- T 7657 T "B T IX - _6ar T 7 h3T T 108
Ik, : ~ 142 - ra b (i b . o A1 Tay s =T
Live : 110 77 33 86 61 25 80 56 24
Oila. H 128 100 18 120 100 20 115 ] 16
Toxas _ __ . 13 e | 124 307 200 107313 _ 200 _
Hunt. 3 Q -~ "E" == 33 27 il .| : 7 T
Tdahe t 49 8 n 3% n ] 37 30
Wyro. :t 14 9 5 14 9 s 13 8 5
Cola. t 46 3% 10 41 s | 1¢ 39 30 4
N:Mex. H 33 17 16 26 5 1 28 15 13
Ariz, : 44 8 35 A0 1 34 40 6 34
Utal 3 24 20 4 Zl. 17 4 21 17 4
Rev, - $ 4 - - - _ s 2 _
Beun._ — 7 T T 372927 ....1’52'- :'92:'_22":.._!33_::9?:_215'_:335:-_151'-
Tesne 1 63 g b ) ) 45 iS w5 n nr
Orege. + 63 52 u s.z a8 4 7
Calife _ _ _ __ _2_272_ _ 106 _ _166__ 2 74 140___zoa__ __ _l40 _
Pao_ _— T T T T 3T 3BT " 203 1'65 3'2' R (- S - | 3'1:('__'152___!5!'_
Rfubefedubufate -8 oo 0r - 15 TARL T R T IR - ABC - QI TS BE -

y Persons e.zhcyed during the last full eslendar week snding at least ome day before the end

of the mon
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Workers en farmst Average January through Nevember 1968 1/
{Thousands of persons)

g 4131 T JAOUATY e & e 1 OVe
and t Av, 1962=66 3 1967 3 1968
division 3 3 3 Hired 3 3 3 D 1 ¢ faedly 3 Bired
Maine s 31 20 11 24 15 ’ 22 14 8
WoH, s 10 7 3 P 6 3 7 5 2
Tto : 23 18 5 17 13 4 15 12 3
Masse e, 29 8 1 2 12 9 20 1 »
RoTe s 3 2 1 3 2 1 3 2 1
RS Y. RS NS WU SO U SO . T S 3
»- L] - - - - —
.Y.E-'--_*-—':‘-T?ﬂ-"-'91""-13-"'137"'-_73_""25-"1'{11' TS . ]
NeJe : 37 19 18 25 11 14 23 10 13
93 e _3_3ss__ 8 26 _ 131 __01__ _20_ _124 __ 106__ _ 38 _
2% O N - - S - I - T A -+ U -+~> S T -
ThTe s 204 =174 30° < 1B Ta5 ry 1Yo 28
Ind, ¢ 186 163 23 135 171 14 132 120 12
ni. t 220 177 43 179 148 n  1n 143 28
iee: - - T - - U - R -

1 1 2 - = -
R R el 7 Jafe caupe. e - et fufup - a1 fufu.; et - g
Mars ~ =53 T 2aE Y3 <28 205 83 2 7 7% 22
Tows s 271 232 39 228 197 1 z22 192 30
Me, t 245 20 3s 208 17 37 202 169 33
KDk, : 82 65 17 8 55 13 66 54 12
SJDake s 82 72 20 vel 63 8 70 52 e
Nebr. : 139 18 2 1s 98 18 112 %8 14
Famas  _ _ _ _ __3_246_ _ 123 23 126 _ 108 __ 18 __119 _ _ 103__ _ 16 _
WoR.Temte _ — 2 _ e s - B (o B 1> H N - v~ SN C Y AN - I - N 1
Tel, T~ 10 6 4 ' B 3 rd 3
Mdo s 30 35 15 36 26 10 35 26 9
Vae t 162 115 47 127 o4 33 122 90 .4
WeVao s+ 54 a5 9 42 35 7 40 34 6
NoCe 1 376 268 108 289 208 81 269 197 72
3.C. t 146 97 - 90 65 25 a7 64 23
Gao s 152 110 42 116 87 23 N2 87 25

o o o m__a 119 __ 42 77 _ 134 36 7 _ W2 _36___ 76 _

-— I.— ek Nk P e e . é 3W - — *ﬂa : :ﬁ: : L J k— -_— . 5£ : : Z“ - — m. —-— %_ e f -

Ye 1 223 By B0 201 pi:] -] 1 1% 35
Tenn. : 222 1N 51 17 135 6 165 132 33
Ala, : 131 29 32 110 85 25 107 84 23
Misse __ _ ___ g 202 141 = 61 143 109 32 148 - - I
) R K ey Bl i SRDR L S L SO~ . - Sy 2 e\, Ay i -
Irk, 1~ 172 L7 il - S ¥ (v 88 T T 752 T4T a7 -3
La. s 134 7™ 55 201, 63 38 97 59 38
Oklae $ 134 11 23 13 11 20 127 109 18
Toxas _ _ _ _ _ s _ 365 __ 222 143 308 205 108 298 395 103
WoSoleity — — — _ " 3305 " TSM- A7 T B0 T A7 T 23" T®RS " aRT " AT T
. 1 £7 35 Iz au 1 13 4T k()] T
Tdahe : &7 a7 20 52 37 15 50 36 14
Wye. 1 18 12 6 17 1 P 17 11 6
Colo. : 60 43 17 58 36 22 53 38 17
NoMexe s 3 18 18 25 15 10 26 16 10
Ariz, s 38 8 30 £ 7 n 37 6 31
Utah : 30 2 9 26 19 7 25 18 7
Newe  _ . _ . _ $__5__ 3 _ 3 __ 6 ___3 3 6 __ 3___.3_
gml!._______;_'297___137__:]16'__286:__155__IO?__ZBS'__].%___'QF_
ashs T TO% T = 53 -] BT 7)) 2y
Orege 1 1 30 73 T 24 73 4 24
Capife _ _ _ ___ 3_324_ _ 122 _ 202 _ 259 _ _ 8BS __ 174 _ _2°8 _ _ .
Attt b~ St i - D Y At Juiet -3 Suuie -y -
U.go 3 w 1'&7' SUIS" -3707 "1‘30'5 M £l JE, -

1/ Aversge mumber during survey week ef each momth,
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Farm Works Weekly Heurs Woriced Fer Worker
3 A.TOE. Ter ripe arns o week oI Wovem 2 [
State 3 T O ] [l t
- and 1 Tamm t Fanily ] 411 t  Hired ] Fubl
division t Operators : Manbers t Pamily )/ s VWerkers: t  Workers )/
t 3 : F g H
T Heours eurs Hours “Hours Heurs
) _—
Maine H 51.5 8.2 44,7 27.3 39,0
N.Ha ] 55.2 32,7 48 .8 43,3 46,7
Vto 1 60.4 34,2 50,7 43.4 48,1
Mass. H 58.9 33,5 30.9 39,9 46,3
R.Ia & 4704 42.0 45.7 43,4 “.7
Gonn._ e M _3%_ .55.8_ _ e e w_ 5.0 .1 I
BT OO ____'_:553:-22253-‘3 _____ "82522222373'_____“-‘3_--_
a7 - - F 58.8 T3.3 g, 4.8~ 16,8
NoJs t 38, 7 30. 35,8 39,8 37.7
Pho o o e e o3 A9.5 L 31,6 _ A0 M7 M.,
H.It;.__________a__sl’.‘é'___ _3'2.,3______15? R - 1% - ______'43'36'___
ThT T 41,3 i 3e.s 1 364
Iﬂdu t 38 o 3102 36 05 2607 34.’
Ill. 3 40,1 33.6 38,9 33,1 37.8
Mich, t 45,4 30,8 4]..8 38.1 41,2
Wiso _ _ _ o __ o _3_.558___ _ 7.8 _ ____ 445 36,6 __ _ _ __ 4% __ _
I._!;,gngt R SR - SR |+ 2 S 30. Y - SRR 7% A
Fhimos = =sI.9 = ~y3; 5.9~~~ =318 e
I ) 55:.1 3007 48,0 30,5 44,5
My, t n.2 28,3 36 .4 35,7 36,3
Ni.Dak. 5 36,2 34,2 35.7 32,2 35,3
S.Dake t 47,2 4.0 43,8 33.0 42,4
Nabr. 45,6 :35.2 4301 25.8 40,1
Eanse _ _ . _ o 3_ AeA_ 33 _ ____39.2 ___ 29.8 _____ _37.7 ___
wun.g.&t&_______-3__43-2____- o.a_____ 253___--3‘203_-____10: - -
BaT, 1 3.2 i I7.3 T37.8 I7.4
Mile 42,0 !0.6 36,9 3609 38.4
Viko ] 38.9 30,1 6.9 32.5 35.4
WoVae ] 35,1 29.1 33,7 28.5 32,7
HuCo 3 33,2 29,9 32.5 25,4 30,2
SuCo H 3402 ;!6.9 32.7 26.5 3001
Glh 2 34-6 ¢!9.4 3305 2706 3132
Fldo _ _ o1 345 ——— 30,9 39,3 _ __ _ 3 5.6____
Y 2 O S - ..__Z'_" !'..___'..'337'_"_'_'.33: PR L S
z]fg H 37.3 ‘ .‘5 3{7- 5903‘. 3.3 3
Tompe 2 31.3 -,0.9 3.2 23.9 29,2
.AJ.I.- 1) 32.3 26.86 3101- 23.1 mnl
_,.___-____..__37.3_....._.......27°5—_..__345 ____32.6______3335____
Efdag----=---i--mE---=-Rg----- 2P iy v 2 bbb 1 v S
A 1 3E. 1248 I35, 40,3 37,2
LII. 2 3105 2:801 3909 32.7 31.5
Alae t 35,8 30,3 35.4 29,56 34,3
Toxas _——_ol_ 4, 3264 _ _ _ __3%4 397 . ___3%5 ___
e i S 7 S+ o SR ;P - R Jp——
ot e 3 7. 2.3 6. /.5 '36'9"
Iﬂlh. 3 ‘100 27.2 3701 33-8 3606
Wye, $ 4.9 2742 38.3 41.7 .8
Colo, 2 40,7 34,1 3901 35,1 38.3
N.Mexo s 38.1 2641 34,7 37.5 35.8
Aris. ] 4,2 25.1 38,6 40.1 39,5
Utab 4 36.1 28.4 33.8 29,8 2.8
R¥o o o o e t_ 47,3 38,3 ___.__ 45.1 4 7,6_______46.2 e —
H‘mio__________z_ 35-'5'_____:29'0‘_____37_1 -___ ________?T'f'___
Wash, T - TadZ 28,8 3.5 92 1 i v
Oreg. : 31.9 2849 31.2 3%5.1 32.0
Cddfe _ _ _ _ _ ___ _%_ 40, __ __ 38 .7______398 L A2,7 _ _ ____ A0 ___
Pic, 8. 33e3 7= ‘39"0‘

R A N EE e Er mm T wR e e

1 AT
3.3.""'"-'"""_7_"43.'5': "'35.!":"_38'1_:"":35.2

y Inoludes as "ether family" enly thess farm household members working 15 heurs er more
per week without recsiving ocash wages,
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