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VEEKLY TOMATO REPORT 1/ ~ 1963-6L4 Season

Weellly Planting in Florida and the
Spring Crow in the Texas Lower Valley

FLORIDA THHAS TOTAL
Teel 1962-63 1963-6k TOVER VALLEY o STATES
“nding _
©  |Seeded|Set 2/| Total |Seeded|Set 2/ Total |1962-63{1963-64}1962-53|1963-6k
-Acres- ~Acres Seeded-| -Total Acres
Season Seeded Dasis-
through

Jan. 134,930 6,390 141,320|33,080 6,590 39,670| 1,350 3,750 k2,670 k3,420
1 870 150 1,020 1,040 350 1,390} 2,900 3,900 3,220 5,290

13 L0 160 620f hgo ' 610 1,100| 1,350 1,750| 1,970 2,850

25 410 100 510 420 Q0 51¢f 1,700 2,500 2,210 3,010

Feb. 1 270 —-- 270] 230  1ko 370{ 2,400 1,000{ 2,670 1,370

8 80  wm- 80 50 60 110 950 500{ 1,030 610

15 _—— ——— ——- 150 ——— 150 700 400 700 780

22 170 60 . 230 Lo 20 60 500 450 730 510

29 210 20 230 - ——— -] 800 100 030 10C

Mor. 7 i e - 10 --- 10 350 200 350 210

1k —— ——— —— —— - c—— 100 ——- 10 -

21 A —_— - Lho —— Lo —_——— e ko

e o 137,000 6,830 4h,200|35,560 7,860 U3,h20| 12,900 1k,750| 57,180 58,170

Plant Development and Progress of Harvest Q/ - April 25, 196L
SPAGES FLORIDA T TERAS TOTAL 2 STATES
1062-563] 1663-64| 1962-63] 1963-06k1 1962~63 | 19563~0k
~Acres- -Acres- ~Acres-
Pre-fruit stage 130 510 L/ 4,100 L/ 1,610
Fruit set

Zarly development 380 2,040 L 3,550 %/ 11,380

lar . expected next 2 weelks 6,hT70 5,400 L/ 2,100 4 1,500
Times harvested

Once 3,60 2,070 I/ e 4/ 2,070

Twice 2,130 2,070 L/ cm- %/ 2,070

Taree or more 3,k30 3,020 ?/ - L/ 3,020

Harvest completed 27,600 27,510 i/ S L/ 27,510

1/ Excludes acreage contracted for processing. 27'The acreage set is shown as
planted b4 weeks earlier to male crop development couparable to that on the acreage
seeded. 3/ For fresh market. Does not include harvest for processing. L/ Fot
available, -

(See comments on reverse side.)
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For the third consecutive week, temperatures in Florida's tomato producing
area averaged well sbove normal. Several areas received scattered light rainfall.
Shipments increased sharply over the previous week as the warmer weather speeded
Truit growth and additional soring acreage came into production. Shipments by
rail and truck during the week ended April 25 totaled 919 carlot equivalents, an
increase of 42 percent over the 643 shipped the week before. Further increases
in shipments are expected during the week of April 25-lay 2 if weather conditions
remain favorable. Peak movement for the get is e:xmected around mid-May. Vine-
ripe volume from the Pommano area continues its seasonal decline. Harvest of mature
greens from Dade County is nearing completion. Supplies of mature greens from the
Fort Pilerce and Tnmokalee-Fort lLiyers areas are ranidly inereasing as more acreage
moves into the first and second »icli stages. Full volume is expected from the
Trmolalee~Fort Myers area by the week of April 26-May 2. Picking of mature greens
Trom the Manatee-Ruskin-Vauchula area will start the week of April 26-May 2 and
volume will be heavy by the week ending May 16. Mature green harvest in north
central florida will get underway around mid-May.

Texas Rio CGrande Valley weather was warm, cloudy, and windy most of the weel,
South winds continued to hinder bloam set but fruit scarring was slight. Alnost
three~fourths of the acrezge for harvest has set fruit. Growers are anticipating
that a light »icking will begin in early May. valr volume is expected by mid-liay.
Sizing of fruid on later acreage is progressing satisfactorily. Young plants are
maiting good growth, and only a small acreage has not yet begun to bloom. Spray
projranms continue to contrel insects and plant disease.



