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CATTLE ON FEED, JANUARY 1, 1951 B

The number of cattle on feed in the United Stotes on January 1, 1971 was 5
percent larger than a year ago end the largest on record, the Bureau of Azricultural
Economics revorted today, The estimzted mumber on Jenuary 1 was 4,656,000 head,
208,000 head more than on feed Januery 1, 1950, The increase is general, except in
the BEast Corn Belt States vhere a slight reduction occurred, The number on feed in
the Western States is 15 percent lsrger than last year,

The number on feed in the Yorth Central States, which include the Corn Zelt,
was 2 wercent larger than a year ago, The ‘'est Corn Ielt St-tes are up 4 percent,
vhile the feeding in the East Corn Zelt is 1 -ercent below last year, The Corn’
Belt total on January 1 was estinmated at 3,228,000 head, the third hizhest on
record, compared with 3,419,000 head last year, Only three Forth Central Stetes
show fewer cattle on feed this year than last, with Indiana and Michigan each down
5 percent and Forth Da-ota dovm 2 ~ercent, Xansas showed the largest increase,
being up 10 nercent, while T"e:raska was up 7 percent, Iowa, the leading feeding
State, shows a 2 percent increase,

Shipments of stocker and feeder cattle during Decenter into the 8 Corn Selt
St~tes for which records are nvailablc were sharply hi.ner than in December 1949,
The December inshipments were 27 percent ahove December 1949, and the sec-nd hizhest
on record for the month, Incluling shipments from markets for the other three
Stotes, total inshipments for July-Decerber for the 11 Corn Ielt States were
2,754,000 head, the second higl, Trese July-Decerio:r inshipments were excceded only
in 1949 when slightly more thzn 3 million head were recorded,

In the 'est, cattle feedin. is substantially bigher than a ear 2ago, reaching
o record high for Januwary 1, Colorado, one of thc leading estern feedirsg States,
had a rccord high number on feed on Jonuvary 1, Elsewhere in the Vest, morlzed
increases have taken place in some Stetes vith Crlifornis up 27 vercent, Orly Ideho
and Yew ilexico sbow fewer cottle on feed th's Jenuary, Pennsylvania also has fewer
cattle on feed this year, being dovm 5 oercent,

Re-orts fron cattle feeders in the Corn Belt sihow a continuing tendercy toward
lightweight feeder cattle, On Jenvary 1 t-c -roportion on feed that weighod less
than 600 pounds was 33 nercent, comiared vith 31 nercent last reer and 23 ~ercent
two yerrs ago, The number of cattle on feed veighing over 900 pounds made up 26
percert of the total this year, corared with 27 vercent last yeer and 34 wercert
two years ago,

In the Corn Belt, cattle fecders renorted that 79 mercent of the cattle had
been on feed less than 3 ronths on Joruwery 1, This pronortion is the same as last
year, but substantislly hizher thon in most previous veers, Corn Belt fecders in-
tend to merket 32 wercent of the Januory 1 number ty A-ril 1, Tris is about the
same proportion as feeders revorted last year would be aarzeted in the first 3
months of the - ear, 3Zased on nresent infornmation, the number of Ted cattle
received at Corn Belt markets during the next 3 months is oxpected to be somewhet
higher than last ycar, The nwiber of tetter rade fed cattle Tor slaughter is also
expccted to be higher, An increase in marketings of fed cattle rrom the Corn Fely,
as a result of tre larger number on feed, will slso oc~ur in the late spring and
summer according to cattle feeders! vlans on Jonunry 1,

The accompanying table shows the esti-nted number of cattle on fecd by States
on Jenuary 1 for the years 1944-1951,



CATTLE AND CALV3S ON FZED 1/
BY STATES AS OF JANUARY 1, 1944-51
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State et 1944 : : 1046 : : X : b
Stere f reenit _4_=_li%f : 1946 : 1947 ; 1948 ; 1949 : }Z?o : 1951 :p 3/
5 . Thousand head

2 83 75 70 82 90 85 83 88 g4 95
Ohio 112 119 102 107 120 110 120 125 1253 100
Ind, 168 171 156 165 183 155 181 185 176 95
I11. 466 455 478 454 500 425 475 489 489 100
Hich. 84 90 94 85 81 w7 83 90 86 95
Wis. 79 70 s 77 77 83 80 87 91 105
. E.N.C. 909 905 907 588 961 850 939 976 957 99
Minn, 269 251 261 261 282 240 300 294 300 102
Towa 929 987 1,056 950 970 770 - 901 955 974 102
Mo, 201 279 325 289 300 240 300 315 324 103
N.Dak, 64 62 76 64 64 58 58 57 56 98
S.Dak. 172 120 200 178 170 136 17?7 180 180 100
Nebr. 414 340 422 435 413 350 450 420 450 107
Kans., 266 280 322 271 257 200 280 252 277 110

W.N.C. 2,405 2,319 2,662 2,448 2,456 1,994 2,466 2,473 2,561 104
N.Cent, 3,314 3,204 3,569 3,336 3,417 2,344 3,405 3,449 3,528 102
Okla. 56 42 60 51 50 50 70 55 -3 105
Texas 129 130 150 115 121 115 144 151 177 110
liont, az 35 44 50 48 35 38 25 29 116
Idaho 71 45 55 55 70 80 95 78 "6 9%
Wyo., 19 13 16 21 20 20 18 15 17 112
Golo. 171 158 160 176 146 180 192 191 211 110
N.Mex, . 16 12 9 6 11 22 33 17 16 94
Ariz, 54 38 42 50 50 65 62 59 g7 147
Utah 40 35 33 38 37 44 45 40 46 115
Yev. 24 17 22 28 22 24 26 22 22 100
Wash. 26 28 28 25 27 24 24 22 24 109
Oreg. 29 28 28 29 32 24 32 30 53 110
Calif. 181 134 125 149 166 209 258 196 248 127

Western 859 716 72 793 800 892 1,037 911 1,044 115
Total ’

U, S. 4,256 4,015 4,411 4,21 4.30Y 3,821 4,530 4,448 4,656 105
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1/ Estimates include only cattle being fattened for market as a more or less dis—
tinct agrlcultur 0l enterprise, ond excludes small oper:tions incidental to deiry
and genersl Terming. Cattle thus fed sre presumed to produce carcasses thot will
grade comnercial or better,

In addition there have been a number of cattle finished on dlstlllery slon,
mostly in Kentuclty, and on by-product feeds in other Stnrtes not showm os vell cos
large numbers being winter fed in V., Virginia, Virginicz, Kentucky and some ather
States to be morketed as grass fot in late sumnmer,

2/ Revised estinctes,
3/ 1951 as a percent of 1950,



