UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTUEE
"AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

October 17, 1956

CATTLE AND CALVES ON FEED, OCTOBER 1, 1956

The number of cattle and calves on feed for market in the 13 major feeding
States on October 1 was 3,551,000, according to the Crop Reporting Board. This

was 1 percent more than the number on feed on the same date a year ago and atbee-
sepe® increase of 5 percent from July 1. The number of cattle on feed by quarters
during this year compared with a year earlier are as follows: January 1 down 1 per-
cent, April 1 down 6 percemt, and July 1 down 8 percent. The number of cattle and
calves placed on feed during the July-September quarter was 13 percent more than
during the corresponding period a year ago, while marketings of fed cattls wsare

3 percent smaller. The number on fesd more than 3 months was 12 psrcent less than
on October 1, 1955,

The number of cattle on feed in the 9 Corn Belt States on October 1 was esti-
mated at 2,562,000 head--4 percent less than a year earlier end 3 percent less than
July 1. Compared with a year earlisr, Iowa and Minnesota showed increases in the
number on feed, and Kanses no change. The 6 other States showed declines. Ship-
ments of stocker and fesder cattle into the 9 Corn Belt Statses during the July-
September pericd were 59 percent above last year, while inshipments during the
April-June quarter were down 7 percent from a year earlier. Inshipmente during the
=6 month period were up 32 percent. A large number of feeder cattle moved into the
feedlng areas during the past 6 months but many have not yet been placed in feed lots.
‘ The number of cattle on feed in California on October 1 at 519,000 head was up
‘4 percent from the 498,000 head a year earlier and compsares with 398,000 head on
feed July 1 this year. Colorado feed lots reported 194,000 head on feed October 1,
117 percent above the 166,00C on feed & year earlier and 20 percent above the 162 000
Jwad on July 1. Arizona had 150,000 on feed October 1 this year compared with
:95,000 head a year ago. On July 1, Arizona had 117,000 head on feed. Texas showed
126 000 cattle on feed on October 1, compared with 86 000 head & year ago and 74,000
head on July 1 this year. The combined totals for California, Colorado, Texas and
‘Arizona show ocattle feeding on October 1 this year was 17 percent above a year ago
‘mm 32 percent above the number on July 1 this year.

f Date for the 13 States reveal that the number of cattle on feed less than 2
months is 12 percent greater than a year ago, while those on feed more than 3 months
s 12 percent smaller than last year. The number on feed less than 3 months ac-
counted for 61 percent of the total number on feed October 1 this year, compared
With 56 percent a year earlier. Cattle on feed 3-6 months represented 20 percent

?f the total, both this year and last year. Those on feed more than 6 months ac-

counted for 19 percent on October 1 this year, compared with 24 percent a year
earlier.

Estimates of cattle on feed by weight groups indicate that most of the increasse
occurred in the lighter weight cattle. The number of cattle weighing less than 900
bounds was 7 percent more than a year sarlier, while the number weighing more than
900 pounds was 6 percent less than last October. Cattle on feed weighing under 600
“ounds accounted for 11 percent of the October 1 total, comparsed with 9 percent a



year ago. The 600 - 900 pound group made up 49 percent of the total this year
compared with 48 percent last year. The 900 - 1,100 pound group represents 33
percent of the present inventory; a year ago it was 35 percent. The number over

1,100 pounds represented 7 percent of the total this year compared with 8 percent
last year.

Steers on feed October 1 represented 66 percent of all cattle on feed, com-
pared with 69 percent last year. Heifers made up 27 percent of the October in-
ventory compared with 25 a year earlier. Calves accounted for 6 percent this -

year and 5 percent last year. Cows and other cattle comprised 1 percent of the
total each year.

Revisions of cattle on feed estimates by quarters for 1950-55
are being prepared and will be published later. This publication
will show the estimates for selected States, by quarters and for the
various age, kind, and weight classifications. The publication will
be available on request to the Crop Reporting Board, Agricultural

Marketing Serwice, United States Department of Agriculture, Washing-
ton 25, D. C.
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Cattle and calves on feed in

13 States 1/

-------- : : ¢ October 1, 1956
State October 1, 1955 : July 1, 1956 : October 1, 1956: as percentage
: s :_of October 1955_
T T T T T T T[T 1,000 head ~ ~ T I,000 head ~ 1,000 head Percent
, Ohiooooooonouao 96 89 9).]. 98
[ndiaN@sssesose 170 162 160 ol
I11iNn0iSseacses Loy 2/h21 392 97
Minnesotaes.se.. 170 209 196 115
TOWBveaseasenso 827 1,025 8l 102
Missouri.osenea 21¢ 2/161 197 9l
South Dakota... 150 2/104 9% 6L
Nebraskas...e.s Lo7 2/367 358 88
KansaSeeoseeaso 225 90 225 100
9 N.C. States 2,659 2,628 2,562 96
TeX2Sesssossass 86 74 126 L7
Colorado.seecee 166 2/162 19y 117
ATiZONaseeeesan | 95 T 117 150 158
California.....! Ls8 398 519 104
13 States..,..! 3,504 3,379 3,551 101

TS e et e e e e @e e e e e e e e ame e = e wmm

1/ Estimates include only cattle being fattened for market as a more or less

distinct agricultural enterprise, and excludes smell

dairy and general faming,

will grade good or better,
2/ Revised,

Cattle and calves:

Inventories, marketings and placements in

operations incidental to

13 States

July 1 - September 30 1/

Cattle and calves on feed - JuUly levieiiveeioesonns
Total fed cattle marketed July 1 - Sept. 30eeceess
Cattle and calves placed on feed July 1 - Sept. 30
Short-fed cattle marketed July 1 =Sept. 30 -

vattle and calves on feed Oct. leteeieeeonnsecnnnes

S T e e e et - e e e e o o - e -

2/ Short-fed cattle are defined as those placed on
Marketed by September 30,

Cattle thus fed are presumed to produce carcasses that

;255 _i 3256. iprevious year
1,000 1,000
head head Percent
3,67Th 3,379 92
2,269 2,195 97
2,09% 2,367 113
150 187 125
3,50k 3,551 101

feed after July 1, and



Cattle and calves on feed, by weight groups, October 1, 1955 and 1956

Under 600-900" ":7 900-1160" T:” 1100-1300 ~:~ T Over -
State _699_p9pgd§ _____ pounds pounds pounds 1300 pounds
__________ 1955 1 1956 : 71955 T TO56 :71.955 & 1956 : 71955 T 1956 : 1955 :
;1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000  I,000 1,000  I,000 1,000 I,
head head head head head head head head head
(0)25 X TN o4 22 52 L7 19 24 1 1 ---
Indiana........ 15 19 89 90 61 48 5 3 -—-
I11inois....... 24 31 166 173 194 157 16 27 i
Minnesota...... 14 21 75 108 6L 53 12 1k 5
;7= WA 33 3k 306 338 356 371 116 93 16
Missouri....... 36 30 120 104 52 L7 2 16 -
South Dakota... 15 9 82 60 L5 el 6 3 2
Nebraska ... .. 29 18 220 17 134 129 20 29 Y
Kensas.........|__20_ 18 _ 120 117 65 72 18 18 2
9 N.C. States.|__210__ 202 1,230 I,216 ~ "9%0 ~ 925 ~ 1186 " 20k T T 33 T 7
TEXAS e nernnoenns 32 B T T Lo T8 T TIT T 1T T T e T T T T 1T T
Colorado....... 5 7 o8 122 57 55 6 10 -—-
ATiZOn8..evv... 22 55 57 83 16 11 —-- 1 -
California..... 35 67 254 254 169 171 35 25 5

— e Sl e — — e e mee e 't - e — e e e ew o S e e e e v e e =

13 States.....!|_ 304~ ~ 376 T1,679 I,743 15203 I,I73 T 2397 T Bu3 39

— T e e e e e S e e e e Sd e e T e S e e ST e e e e e e on e o -
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Pct. Pct. Pct. Pect. Pct. Pct. Pct. Pct. Pct.

9 N.C. States.. 8 8 L6 L7 3 36 8 8 1
13 States...... 9

— e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T we e e e m e e e e e e e e e e e - - —— -

State t__ Steers ] Heifers  _: _ Calves _  _:Cows and others
________ i_gﬁ__}$§__§$__}$§__¥®,;}%§__@$___“
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
head head head head head head head
OhiO.eseowensns 72 73 11 10 12 10 1
Indiana........\ 112 106 L6 38 10 14 2
I11inoiS....... 303 275 77 0 20 27 L
Minnesota...... 121 131 39 53 8 10 2
TOVE . v erernnnns 619 501 150 236 17 17 1
Missouri....... 139 140 Lo 30 27 25 2
South Dakota... 93 4o Ls 38 9 8 3
Nebraska........ 261 ol 126 107 16 7 N
Kansas......... 153 146 5k 63 16 16 2 __-
9 N.C. States.i 1,873 _ 1,755 _ ~ 630 _ T &5 _ _ 13 T "Ik T T T @& T T
TEeXBE . eenesanei 38 6T T 728 T 773377 TIo T T 267 T T 1
ColoradO.ees .. 66 68 99 122 1 L ——-
Arizona.....oe. 65 86 1k 32 15 31 1
California..... 378 384 105 109 10 16 5
13 States..... 2207 T 2,37 JZ 876 J 9l DT B0 JZAI I8 T
Percentage distribution of total
T Pet.T T Tpct. T T Pet.” T TPet. T Pet.” T TPet. T T Pet.” T 7]
9 N.C. States.. 70 69 2k 26 5 5 1
13 States..ov.. 69 66 25 27 5 6 1
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_———._——.—.—..—._—-—-—.——-.———_——————.—.-—-_——_-—___-_.._.—-__...
- -

State Less_then 3 months :_ 3 to_6 months _ : More than 6 months -
—— = - — - - 1935 _: 1956 _._ 1955 : 1956 _ : _ 1955 _: _ 1956 _ _
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
] head head head nead head head
L OhiO.oeeoescenmaocas 65 69 ic 9 21 16
Indi8N8.ceocennsenen. 100 104 31 26 39 30
71140018 . cevonans.. 194 216 81 67 129 109
INNBeS0tB.cenceasens 44 98 31 35 95 63
TOWB . eoeesonscacos- 281 329 132 177 414 338
 MissoUriceeseesannoe 157 144 34 26 19 27
t South Dakot8...oees. 74 58 30 17 46 21
E Nobraska . csseecocs e, 265 240 89 79 53 39
| Kansas..osveeviennes | _ 200 - 1s8 _ _16__ _ 20 __ _ 9 _ ___"7T__
} 9 N. C. States..... | 1,380 _ _ 1,456 _ _ 454 456 _ _ _ "e25_ _ _ _ 650 _ _
E TOXAS e 3 ve0es0nesanss 70 97 12 26 4 3
F C010Tad0. cvcncencnne 110 136 50 50 6 8
 AriZONAdsoeaseassess 51 102 34 41 10 7
| Celifornia.c.ovnuon. | _ 338 _ 389 _1/160_ _1/130 _ - -~
| 13 States.esovucens | _1.949° — T~ 2,180 - 710 _ 703 _ _ _ _845_ _ _ _ 668 _ _
~ — — — — _ Percentege distribution of tetal _ _ _
- Pet. Pot. Pet. Pet. Pot. Pet.
t 9 N, C. StateS.s,.. 52 57 17 18 31 25
13 StateS.ies.iven.n. 56 61 20 20 24 19

Lbers on feed last year end this year in thousands, respectively: Less than 30 days
119, 145; 30 to 60 days 114, 125; 60 to 90 days 105, 119; 90 %o 120 days 115, 96;
120 days plus 45, 31.

Cattle: Ezpected months of marketings, 1956

___.__....__—_._____-...__..__.—___———-——__—._._—_._..._....__

State i QCotober November December Later

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000

head head head head

0h10. tioueonannocanas 15 18 28 39

Indiana. . eeunsencanes 34 32 38 56

111iN01S.ansenneenses 106 71 82 133

innesota. .coienvnens 51 35 31 79

coerecineecan 253 245 186 160

- ceesreceesen 51 55 47 44

bOUth Dakota.seesenes 26 15 20 35

ObrasSK8 . s erinenoo. oo 82 93 79 104

Kansas. . viouecivonnss _——_65______f5_ _ - — _ _ 56 _ 34
PN. C. States...... |~ " 883 ___ "~ 63¢_ _ _ _ ~ "~ 561 _ _ _ _ T B84~
LOX8S v hauvsenncnnce, 25 20 31 T T T 740 T T

01078d0. . snsecoseuan 40 44 50 60

t1Z0Na. s seiennnonns. 30 34 33 53

L1 Ornig..ceesnseen. ___ 15 _ __ _ _ _ 130 _ _ __ _ _ 108 _ 130
13 States..ovieisee. [T T 928 T T T T T 87e_ _ _ __ "~ 784_ _ _ _ _ 967~

- — Eegcgn}age_disﬁribgtiog gf_tgtgl_ -

Pot Pot. Pot. Pot.” ~

SN. C. States...,.. 26 25 T 27

S5tates . unnnssones | 26 _ _ _ _ 25 22 27




