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Winter Wheat Seedings Down 7 Percent

Winter wheat seeded area for 1997 is expected to total 48.2 million acres, down
7 percent from 19%6. This will ke the lowest planted acreage since 15978. Class
breakdowns are: Hard Red Winter, 34.1 million acres; Soft Red Winter,

9.97 million; and White Winter, 4.19 million.

Rye area for 1997, at 1.50 million acres, is up 2 percent from 1996. Increased
plantings in Illinecis and North Carolina more than offset the States that have
lower seeded area. North Dakota, Texas and Wisconsin also expect larger rye
acreages this year.

Winter Wheat and Rye: Area Seeded, United States, 1995-97
(Domestic Units)

Area Seeded as % of

Area Seeded : Previous Year
Crop of : Crop of
1995 1996 1997 1895 1996 1997
T e 1,000 Acres -----------  ————--- Percent --------
Winter :
Wheat : 48,686 51,983 48,222 99 107 93
Rye : 1,602 1,467 1,498 99 92 102
(Metric Units)
—————————— Hectares ------—----- ------- Percent --------
Winter :
Wheat : 19,702,740 21,037,000 19,514,960 99 107 93
Rye : 648,310 593,680 606,230 93 92 102
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Winter Wheat: Crowers have seeded, or intend to seed, 48.2 million acres of
winter wheat for 1997 harvest. The estimated level is down
7 percent from last year, and, if realized, will be the smalilest winter seeded
area since 1978. Planting got underway last August in the Pacific Northwest
{PNW) and several Mountain States. Progress moved forward at widely varying
paces throughout the fall. Late row Crop harvest and wetness presented problems
in the Plains and major Soft Red States. Plantings should finish sometime next
month in California. About 99 percent of the U.S5. acreage was seeded by
December 1.

Hard Red Winter wheat seeded area is estimated at 34.1 million acres, down

5 percent from last year. Increased area in Colorado was more than offset by
acreage decreases in the Great plains from Oklahoma to the Canadian border, and
in Montana. Drought-like conditions prevailed over much of Montana this fall.
Many farmers held off planting; when rains finally came, it was too late to
seed. Wetness hampered Kansas seeding during September; rains continued to delay
or prohibit planting in the eastern third through November. Adeguate rainfall in
the Panhandle and southwestern areas of Nebraska encouraged producers to seed
wheat: late row crop harvests curtailed plantings elsewhere. The South Dakota
drop is a return to more normal winter wheat planted area. New Mexico’s dryland
crop got off to a good start but needed moisture by the end of November. Late
October rains halted California’s seeding progress and above normal molsture has
kept fields in the Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys wet ever since, Colorado’s
increase comes despite wet seeding conditions that caused washout in many areas,
Mild weather has given re-seeded ground time to establish. Favorable soil
moisture allowed normal emergence of Wyoming’'s crop. Some wind damage has
occurred due to lack of snow cover. The Texas crop is off to a significantly
better start than last year; moisture conditions are good nearly statewide.

Soft Red Winter seedings are down sharply to just less than ten million acres,
off 15 percent from last year. Unlike last year, rainy weather has persisted
through the fall preventing planting on thousands of acres directly, or, slowing
row crop harvest to the point that many acres did not get in from the Delta up
through northwest Ohio. Arkansas, Missouri and Illinois are down a total of 1.45
million acres; Ohio and Indiana are down a collective 300,000 acres. Conversely,
favorable seeding weather allowed the Carcolinas to finish ahead of average.
Despite the delays, Kentucky expects no change in wheat area.

White wWinter wheat totals 4.2 million acres, down 5 percent from 1996. Planting
progressed ahead of average in Washington until rains from late October through
November slowed progress. Price declines have caused some farmers there to
delay crop decisions until this spring. Flooding in parts of the PNW has caused
an undetermined amount of damage since seeding. Late crop harvests prevented
some Michigan and New York plantings.

Durum Wheat: Seedings in Arizona and California for 1997 harvest are projected
at 220,000 acres. If realized, this total would be down 28 percent from the
final 1996 plantings. Seeding progress trailed average in Arizona; only 20
percent of the acreage was seeded at mid-December. California's Durum seeding
has been nampered by rain in the San Joaguin Valley.
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Winter Wheat: Area Seeded, by State and United States, 1955-9%7

State : Crop of
——————————————————————————————————————————————— 1997/1996
1995 1996 1997
—————————— 1,000 Acres ---—-—-=--=-- Percent
AL : 120 110 130 118
A7 : 25 15 i0 67
AR : 1,100 1,300 850 65
CA : 580 640 600 94
co : 2,900 3,000 3,100 103
DE : 70 80 85 106
FL : 20 13 17 131
GA : 350 400 400 100
ID t B30 900 920 102
IL : 1,480 1,650 1,150 70
IN : 700 850 700 82
IA : 50 60 35 58
KS : 11,700 11,800 11,400 97
KY : 650 700 700 100
LA : 100 140 120 86
MD : 230 235 200 85
MI : 630 700 580 83
MN : 35 35 55 157
MS : 180 245 260 106
MO : 1,350 1,600 1,106 69
MT t 1,500 2,150 1,650 77
NE : 2,150 2,300 2,000 a7
NV : 5 10 10 100
NJ : 36 46 30 65
NM : 4€0 470 430 91
NY : 130 160 140 g8
NC : 720 630 750 119
ND : 40 BO 40 50
OH : 1,230 1,400 1,250 89
OK : 6,900 7,000 6,800 g7
OR : 860 880 890 101
PA : 190 195 180 92
5C : 300 280 300 107
5D : i,600 2,000 1,650 83
™ : 600 620 560 90
TX : 5,800 6,000 6,000 100
uT : 145 175 170 97
VA : 300 300 280 93
WA : 2,250 2,400 2,250 94
WV : 15 14 15 107
WI : 145 145 145 100
WY H 210 255 270 106
Us : 48,686 51,983 48,222 93
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Rye: Area Seeded, by State and United States, 1995-97

State : Crop of
_______________________________________________ 199771986
1995 1996 1997
—————————— 1,000 Acres =-=-=----=== Percent
Cco H 15 28 28 100
GA : 300 300 300 100
IL : 55 50 65 130
IN : 20 20 20 100
KS : 100 60 50 83
MD : 30 25 25 100
MI : 90 80 80 100
MN : 30 25 25 100
NE : 60 50 50 100
NJ : 40 25 20 80
NY : 42 49 35 71
NC : 100 90 120 133
ND : 25 20 30 150
OH : 45 35 30 86
OK : 180 200 200 160
PA : 50 60 50 83
sC : 50 40 40 100
sD : 55 40 40 100
TX : 150 120 130 108
va : 20 80 80 100
WI : 75 70 80 114
us 1,602 1,467 1,498 102

Durum Wheat: Area Seeded, by State and United States, 1995-97

State : Crop of
_______________________________________________ 1997/13996
1995 1996 1997 1/
—————————— 1,000 Acres ---—-----—-—- Percent
AZ 100 165 105 64
CA : 70 140 115 82
MN : 13 10
MT 270 280
ND 2,950 3,000
5D 33 25
us 3,436 3,620

1/ 1Indicated 1997 area seeded for all six states will be published in
"Prospective Plantings®” released March 31, 1997.
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The next "Winter Wheat and Ryes Seedings" report will be released in January
1998,

The United States Department of Agriculture {(USDA) prohibits discrimination in
its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
digability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.} should contact the USDA
Office of Communications at (202) 720-5881 (voice) or (202) 720-7808 (TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington, D.C.,

20250, or call (202) 720-7327 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 {(TDD). USDA is an equal
employment opportunity employer.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!!

For your convenience, there are several ways to obtain NASS reports, data
products, and services:

INTERNET ACCESS

A1l NASS reports are now available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.
For access, connect to the Internet and select:

1. Worldwide Web: http://www.usda.gov/nass/ OR

2. TFor Gopher/Telenet/FTP access:
HOST=ugda.mannlib.cornell.edu OR

3. For a subscription direct to yocur e-mail address,
send an e-mail message to: usda-reports@usda.mannlib.cornell.edu
and in the body of the message type the word: list

AUTOFAX ACCESS

NASSFax service is available for some reports from your fax machine, Please
call 202-720-2000, using the handset attached to your fax. Respond to the voice
prompts.

PRINTED REPORTS OR DATA PRODUCTS
CALL OUR TOLL-FREE ORDER DESK: 1-800-999-6779 (U.S. and Canada)
Other areas, please call 1-703-834-0125 FAX: 1-703-834-0110
{(Visa, MasterCard, check, or money order acceptable for payment.)

ASSISTANCE

For asgistance with general agricultural statistics or further information about
NASS or its products or services, contact the Agricultural Statistics HOTLINE at
1-800-727-9540, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: NASS@NASS.USDA.GOV.
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USDA Announces Agricultural Outlook Forum ‘97
February 24 and 25, 1997
Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C.

An era of freer markets under the 1996 Farm Bill has begun. For an expert assessment

of the impact, attend the Outlook Forum. Top speakers will discuss the 1997 farm outlook,
prospects to 2003, risk management, concentration issves, market stability, world food
security, marketing high-valued exports and more. Plan now to attend, For program and
registration details, check Forum home page, call (202) 720-3050 or dial (202) 219-0296

from your fax machine and request document 66666. Send e-mail toagforum@oce.usda.gov.

Get news from the Forum. Can't attend? After the Forum, download speeches from the
Internet. Or, call 1-800-999-6779 to place an advance order for the printed proceedings
(YCON-97) or new long term projections to 2005 (WAOB-97-1).

Ag Forum home page: hitp:/f/www.usda.gov/oce/wach/agforum.htm

| _
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