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FARM PRODUCTION, DISPOSITION, CASH RECEIPTS AND GROSS INCOME
FOR CHICKENS AND EGGS, 1952-53 1/

The 1953 gross farm income from egge and chickens (including commercial
broilers) toteled 3,759 million dollars -- 10 percent more than in 1952. Of the
195% total gross income, 65 percent was from eggs, 22 percent from commercisal
broilers and 13 percent frem farm chickens, compared witk 62 percent from eggs,

23 percent from commercial broilers and 15 percent from ferm chickens in 1952.
Cash receipts from sales of chickens and egge in 1953 accounted for 3,384 million
dollars or 90 percent of the gross income. The remeinder represented the value of
products consumed on farms where produced.

Chicken production on farms in 1953 emounted to about 525 million birds, the
seme as in 1952, In addition, a record 986 million commerciel broilers were pro-
duced -- 11 percent more than in 1952, Income from commercial broilers reached a
record high of 817 million dollars -- 5 percent more then in 195c.

Farm Chicken Prices Show No Change While Eeg Prices ire Up: <The everage price
per pound live weight of farm chickens sold in 1953 was 22,2 cente, the same &s in
1952, Xgg orices averaged 47.6 cents per dozen, compared with 41.6 cents in 1952.

Sales of Farm Chickens Decrease: Farm chickens sold in 1953 totaled about
364 million -- 6 percent less than in 1952, Of this number 48 percent were young
chickens and 52 percent mature, compared with 55 percent young and 45 percent
mature in 1952. Aversge live weight of all chickens go0ld in 1953 was 4,7 pounds,
compared with 4.6 in 1952. Young chickene sold averaged 4.0 pounds and meture
chickens 5.4 pounds, compared with 3.9 for young chickens and 5.4 for mature birds
in 1952. About 1,713 million pounds live weight of farm chickens were sold in
1953 -~ 4 percent less then in 1952, Of this total, aboutg 56 percent were meture
birds and 44 percent young chickens,

Production Up: Egg production in 1953 was 61,704 million eggs =-- 1 per-
cent more than in 1952, A 4 percent decrease in the number of hens and pullets on
January 1 was more than offset by a 6 percent increase in the rate of lay. The
annusl rate of lay ver hen end pullet on hand January 1, 1953 was 153 eggs, com=-
pared with 145 eggs in 1952, Gross income from eggs im 1953 was 2,439 million
dollars =-- 16 percent more than in 1952, This increase was due to & 1 percent in-
crease in egg production and & 14 percent increese in the average price received
for eggs.

Chicken Inventories Increase: Chickens on farms January 1, 1954 (excluding
commercial broilers) totaled about 439 million ~- 2 percent more than a year
earlier. Of the chickens on farms January 1, A4 percent were pullets, 30 percent
hens and 6 percent other chickens. This compares with 59 percent pullets, 35
percent hens and 6 percent other chickens on January 1, 1953, Pullets on farms
January 1, 1954, numbered about 281 million -- 11 percent more than & year earlier
and hens on farms totaled about 132 million -~ 12 percent less. Foldings of other
chickens totaled about 26 million, down 1 percent.

(Continued on page 9)
l/Prepared by E. Smith Kimball, Paul W. Smith,and Robert F. Moore, Agricultural
Statisticians, with the assistance of the State Agricultural Statisticlens and

under the general direction of A. V. Nordquist, Chief, Livestock and Poultry
Statistice Brench, Agriculturel Estimates Division.
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Farmers Eat Fewer Eggs and Chickens: Farmers consumed 6,557 million eggs
in 1953 =~ 2 percent fewer than in 1952, Chickens consumed in farm households
totaled 151 million birds -- 3 percent less then in 1952,

Commercial Broiler Production at Record Figh: About 3,017 million pounds
live weight of commercial broilers were produced in 42 States in 1953 -- 12 per-
cent more then in 1052. The average live weight price was 27.1 cents per pound,
compered with 28.8 cents in 1952. Gross income from broilers was &17 million
dollars -- 5 percent more than in 1952.

Georgia led all Stetes in the number of commercial broilers produced in 1953,
with about 12 percent of the Nation's broilers, followed by Arkansas with 8 per-
cent, Delaware and Texas with 7 percent each, Maryland and Virginie with 6 percent
each, North Caroline and Californie with 5 percent each and Illinois and Missis-
gippi with L percent each. These 10 States accounted for about 2/3 of the 1953

broiler production.

The term commercial broiler as used here includes all young chickens of the
heavy or cross breeds raiced for meet from which pullets as well as cockerels are

sold as broilers.

Rete of Death Loss of Layers Shows No Change: Death loss of layers on farms
in 1953 was 21 percent, the same as in 1952. One percent loss is equivalent to

about 4 1/3 million birds.

FYewer Eggs Used for Farm Hatching: Farmers used 121 million eggs for farm
and custom hatching in 1953 -- 10 percent less than in 1952. Of the total chickens
raised on farms in 1953, about 6 percent were hatched on farms and 94 percent were
purchased or custom hatched, compared with 7 percent hatched on farms and 93 percent

purchased in 1952.

Total Sales of Farm Chickens and Commercial Broilers Up: Combined sales of
farm chickens and commercial broilers im 1953 toteled 4,731 million pounds =-- &
percent more than combined sales in 1952, The averege price per pound live weight
received for these sales was 25.3 cents, compared with 26.2 cents in 1952, Total
value of birds sold was 1,199 million dollers =~ 2 percent more than in 1952,
Coumercial broiler sales amounted to 64 percent of total pounds sold, compared

with 60 percent in 1952,




