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Summary 

• Wheat production prospects in the United States for 1940 now indicate 

that the crop may turn out to be smaller than domestic requirements for the 

194o-4l marketing season. If exports for the remainder of the present season 

&r.e small, the carry.,.over on July 1, 1940 probably will be larger than the 

carry-over on July 1, 1939, but not enough larger to fully offset the probable 

reduction in the crop below domestic requirements for next year~ The carry­

over on July 1, 1941 probably will be over 200 million bushels. On July l, 

1939 it was 254 million bushels. 

Winter wheat production of 399 million bushels was indicated December 21 

by the official crop report as of December 1. Spring wheat acreage may be 

increased about 10 percent, if present indications are borne out, and this 

acreage with average yields would result in a crop of about 200 million 

bushels. These totals for the winter and spring crops would give a combined 

harvest about 60 million bushel's smaller than the 660 million bushels dis- · 

appearan9e forecas.t for 1940-41, 

The 1940 Agricultural Outlook Chart Book 
for Wheat and Rye is now available to reaiers of 
The Wheat Situation. Any reader who wants a copy 
may obtain it upon request to the Division of 
Economic Information, Bureau of Agricult'lral 
Ecbnomics, Washington, D. C. 
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World v,rheat supplies l/ for the year teginning July 1, 1939 are now 

indicated to be about 255 million bushels more than for the preceding year. 

World stocks of old wheat on July l, estimated at about 1,190 million bushels, 

were about 590 million bushels more than -a -yec;1r earlier. On the other hand, 

world wheat production is now estimated at 4,252 million bushels, which is 

about 3"5 million bushels below the record production of 1938. The present 

worlcl production estimate for 193~ is 35 million ·bushels less than the esti-

mate of a month ago, largely as the result of the reduction in prospects in 

Argentina. No marked change in the wheat acreage for the 1940 crop in Europe 

is exnected. 

Wheat nrices in domestic and foreign markets advanced since late 

November mainly as the rosult of largo-scale export sales of Canadian wheat, 

reduced crop prospects in Argentina, and continued poor crop prospects for 

winter wheat in the United States. Prices in the United States continue highe 

comuared with the usual relationship to prices in other countries chiefly as 

the result of the 2-gric1).ltural program, the large auantities being held by. 

farmers, and poor prospects for next year's crop. 

Production of rye in 1939 in the 23 countries for which reports are 

available totaled 954 million bushels. This is 2 percent less than the pro-

duction reported in those countries in 1938, when their production was almost 

92 percent of the estimated world total. The 1938 rye crop in the United · 

States was revised to 39,249,000 bushels on December 19, or slightly below 

the 40,B34:,ooo bushels indicated in August. 

1._/ All references to world acreage, supplies, prod.uction, and ·stocks in 
this report exclude the U.S.S.R. arid' China, except where noted.' 

fl 
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The acreage of rye seeded in the fall of 1939 is estimated at 5.6 

million acres or 78.5 percent of the 7.2 million acres seeded a year ago. 

The condition of rye on December l, 1939 at 64 percent of normal is 12 

condition points below last year and 15 points lower than the 10-year 

( 1927-36) average. The low condition and yield prospect reflects the ex-

treme shortage of moisture over much of the rye-producing territory. 

THE WORW lllHEtl.T SITUATION ?._/ 

BACKGROUND.- Total world. supplies of wheat increased 
sharply from 1924 to 1933, largely as a result of in­
cr·eased acreage. From 1934 to 1936 world sunplies de­
clined, following successive years of small yields and 
increo,sed world demand._ SuDplies increased slightly in 
1937 ~-- . With the return of more norme:cl ·yield_s on the large 

. acreage,. supplies in -1938 were again large - the largest 
on record up to th:at time. 

. . 

Total world shipm'ents of wheat averaged 751 million 
bushels for the period: 1923-}7, roached -a penk of 913 
million bushels in the year b:eginning July 1928, nnd then 

. declined sharnly, largely as ·a: :ro~ruTt' of· 't'ho measures tnken 
by importing coun trios to reduce the u.·s·e· -of fo'reign wheat. 
For the year beginning July -1·, · 1938·, w'or'ld- shipments were 
598 million bushels. 

World •nhent prices declined in the 1Jeriod 1924-33 
with- the increo..se in world subplies.· The sharp decline 

. in prices after 1929 was caused· 1·argoly by the general 
· decline in industrial n.cti vity hhd c·ommod'i ty prices. From 

the spring of 1933 to tho summer of 1937, world wheat 
prices moved sto::•.dily upward,: rcflt?.cting b. \'Vorld-wide re­
covery in commodity price levuls·, currency dcmrocintion, 
and reduced production. The ~vorld price for the 1937 crop 
remnined practically unchnngec'L from that of a. year earlier. 
In 1938 vmrld prices again declined sharply as a result of 
the record world nroduction arid· weakness of demand. 

World ~ wheat supplies ~ estimated at- £2.2 milHon 
bushels above ~ suuplios. 

World wheat supplies £/ for t~e year beginning July l, 1939 are now 
indicated to be about 255 million bushels more thnn for the preceding yoar. 

~/ All references to world acreage, su:oplies, oroduction, !:'.nd stocks in this 
report exclude the u .. s.s.R. D.Jld Chinn, exce'Qt Fhere noted. 



WS-)8 - 4 -

World stocks ~ of old wheat on July l, estimated at· about l ,.190 million 
bushels, are about 590 million bushels more tku.1 a year earlier. On the -~ 
other hMd, world wheat production·.?_/ is now estimate9. at 4,252 million ~ 
bushels, which is about 335 million busheh below nroduction in 1938. 

The present estimate of world protiuction in 1939 is 35 million bushels 
below the similar estimc:cte ·mt',.de in Novmrbcr. The reduction was caused by 
the deterioration of the crop in the Southern Hemis'[lhere, especially in 
Argentina, where the crop is rww officially estimated at 147 J:llilHon bushels. 
This.contrasts with conditions a month ago when a fore~ast of 200 miilion 
bushels for Argentina see1:1ed warranted. The current estimate is, with the 
exce·otion of that for 1935 vvhen production wns 141 million bushels, the 
smnllest since 1916. In the Northern Hemisphere, on the other hand, the esti­
mntes now total n.bout 20 million bushels above those of n. month ago, ln.rgely 
as the result of n.n upward ri3Vision of about 16 million bushels for the 
United States. Europ~M production estimates now to t,~i about 4 million 
bushels more thn.n. they did n. month ago. 

Table 1.- Wheat: Production, in specified countries, 1936-39 

Countr;y 1936 1937 1938 1939 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Northern HemisEhere bushels bushels bushels · bushels 

North America: 
United Stn.tes . 626,766 875,676 931,702 754,971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 
Can ado, ...................... 219,218 180.,210 350,010 478,965 
Mexico ' Pi,581 10,581 lj,422 1/ 1~,000 ..................... 

Total ( 3) .. ' 85~,562 l,ot;t;}+n 1,225,137 .............. ' .. 1,24-,236 
Europe: 

Europe excl. Danube 
Basin 2/ (26)_ •••..... ~ •• : 1,096,026 1' 177' 163 1, 392, 7"38 1,262,019 

Danube Bas in (4) . . . 
as4,279 ]61,46~ 466,212 4531612 • • • • • • • • • It • 

Total (30) . 12828,220 1, 715,641 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 81,305 1,1')~8!62-
North Africa ( l.j.) .. 95,791 117,015 118,011 . . . . . . . . . . . l~L8,9 9 
Asia (6) ···~··-·····~ .. -.... :~_5,636 212,622 628,202 622,ti12 

Total 43 countries ~ ••.•• : 3,002;297 3,]01,81? 3,211,002 3,140,-8] 
Estimated Northern .. . 
. Hemisphere total, ex-:-

cluding.Soviet Russin. 
and Ch\nn.j/ •••••.....• : j,l07,000 ],4o6,ooo 4,015,000 ],844,000 

Southern Hoinisnhere . 
Argentina ' 249,193 184,801 3~6,201 146,973 .................... 
Australia : 

151,390 187,256. 154,426 182,568 . ' .................... ··-· 
Union of South Africa . 16,077 10,157 11 ,0~;{3 lL 15,000 . . . . . . . . 

Estimated world. total, 
excluding Soviet Russia 
and Chinn.}/ ............. : 3,579,000 3,852,000 4,589;000 4,252,000 

e 

Comniled frojll official data. l/ i\pproximation. .?_/ Exclucles Soviet Russia. ..., 
j/ Includes., besides countries listc;d, estimates for vmeat-nroducing coun- .,-
tries for which ro·()orts are not avn.ilable • 

.?_/ All references to world a.croage, sunplios, uroduction, and stocks in thise 
rcFlort exclude tho U.s.s.R. and Chinn., except vrhore noted. 
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No marked change in European acreage 
- inprospect for ~940 -

No marked change in the wheat acreage for.the 1940 crop in Europe is 
expected. Fall seedings over much of Europe were held up considerably because 
of excessive moisture. As a result. it is now believed that the winter wheat 
acreage in western Europe will be smaller than was planned. It is to be ex­
pected, however, that an effort will be made to offset this· decrease by in­
creased spring wheat seedings. 

A reduction is reported in the acreage planted in Rumania compared with 
that of last year. In Hungary excessive rain was detrimental to planting but 
was beneficial for the development of early sown grain. In other parts of the 
Danube Basin and in Soviet Russia conditions are reported to be generally 
satisfactory. In Spain the weather was too wet to favor seeding and the area 
seeded is not expected to reach the total planned. · A slight acreage increase 
is expected in Italy, but for a few sections unsatisfactory conditions are re­
ported. 

In India seeding will soon be completed, and little change in acreage 
is indicated. Seeding took place under unfavorable conditions, as there was 
a serious lack of moisture. 

Exportable surpluses in Northern Hemisphere alone 
l_:r,: excess of 1939-40 wor-ld export prospects 

The reduction in the wheat crop in Argentina does not affect the gener­
al situation very much because the exportable supplies in Northern Hemisphere 
countries alone are more than enough to take care of world trade for the re­
mainder of this season. Exportable supplies (July 1 stocks plus producti'on 
less 12"!month domestic disappearance less "minimum normal" carry-over stocks) 
for the current season in Canada. are about 425 million bushels, and in the 
Danubian countries about 100 million bushels. Exports from the United States 
now appear likely to approximate 35 million bushels. These three items alone 
total 560 million bushels, without counting exports from North Africa, India, 
Turkey and the U.s.s.R., and would be more than enough to takG care of the 
world imports forecast a month ago by tho Bureau at about 535 million bushels. 
On tho basis of tho reduced estimate for Argentina, exportable supplies in 
that country for tho year beginning July 1, 1939 would be about 185 million 
bushels. Those for Australia arc estimated at about 135 million bushels. 

Exports of wheat, including flour made wholly of United Stutes wheat, 
from the United Stutes from July l through December 16 nrc estimated at about 
28 million bushels. During the same period last your exports wore 40 million 
bushels. Reduced exports this year arc largely tho result of tho poor crop 
prospects, but tho following ar.e also contributing fv.ctors: . (l) United 
Kingdom preference for ~heat from Australiu, Canada, and Argentina, because 
these countries accept pound sterling exchange; (2) the desire' of the United 
Kingdom to conserve dollar exchange by limiting purchases in tho United States 
o.s fr:{r us ·possible to _nonO:gricultural products not readily obto.ino.blc 
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elsewhere; ( 3) the ability of France to secure about all of its imports of . 
wheat from North Africa, and of Gerl'lany and Italy from countries to the east •. ' 
and ( 4) some .reduction of. United. States expol'ts to neutral countries because '. 
of the uncertainties of shipping. 

The surplus a'\rai lable for· export from principal sui"p lus-pro~ucing 
countries on December 1·· is shown in table 7, and current trade statistics with 
comparisons in tables 8 to 11. 

Th"E DOMESTIC WHEAT .SITUATION 

BACKGROUND.- The carry-ovel:' of. old wheat in the United States aver­
aged about 220 million bushels in the 10-year period 1929-38. In 
1933 stocks reached a record peak of about 360 million bushels. 
The domestic disapp&ara:...Yl,ce during the 10 years, 1929-38, averaged 
about 685 million bushels. 

Domestic wheat prices from the spring of 1933 to -that of 
1937 were unusually high in relation to world prices, as the re­
sult of small crops in the United Sto.tes. During the year begin­
ning cTuly 1936, both world and domestic prices advanced sharply as 
a result of incre::1sed demand and small supplies. Prices received 
by producers for the 1936~37 sectson averaged 103 cents per bushel; 
for the 1937-38 season, 96 cents; and for the 1938-39 season, 55 
cents. Prices were lower in 1938-39 largely as the result of the 
large vmrld vvheect supplies and reduced world demand. 

United States 1939 production estimate revised 
-upw~r~. b~ ~-percejl_!~--~- -.---·-- -----

Production of all wheat in 1939 is estimated at 754,971,000 bushels, or 
2 percent more· than the preliminary estimate made in October. This year 1 s 
crop is about 19 percent smaller than the large 1938 crop of 931,702,000 
bushels but is slightly larger than the 10-year ( 1928-37) average production 
of 752,952,000 bushels. The harvested o.croage of all wneC~.t was 53,696.,000 
acres compn.r,ed witp 69,869,000 acres. harvested in 1938 arid the lo-year aver­
·o.go of 55 ,.804, 000 acres. P.rc,ctically all States· harvested smo.ller acr\3ages of· 
wheat them in 1938. Seodings were :ihCI.torially reduced from the irrunedio.tely 
preceding yc:;a.rs because. of ·lowor prices for the 1938 crop and the .smaller 
allotments estc.blished by the Agricultural Adjustment AdministrC'.tion for the 
1939 crop. ,This; yo~w r s yield was 14.1 bushels per ha.rve sted acre 
of ·all wheat~ c.ompared with 13~·3 bushels in 1.938 and the lO..;'y~ar averag,e of. 
13.4 bushels. · · · 

Winter,-whyat produ.ction in l939.was 563,431,000 bushels compared with 
688,133,000 bushels i:n 1938·.and the'lO':"year .(1928-37) average <;>f 560,160,000 
bushels. The harvested acreage in .1939 was 37,802,000 acres_, or ,'24 .percent 
below the acreage ha,rvest.ed in 1938. and slig;htly less than the average 
harvested acre~ge of 38,160;000 acres. Winter wheat for harvest in 1939 was 
seeded on 46,364,000 acres, compared with the 10-year average seeded acreage e· 
of 46,996,000 acres. The abandonment of acreage in 1939 was about average for 
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the country as a whole~ amounting to 1'8,5 per-cent compared vlith 11.9 percent 
in 1938 and the 10-year average of'lCl~ '7, The estimate of acreage abandoned 
includes an allowance for acre&ge ~~e,cicgd to vvinter wheat p.nd 1~:\tGr diverted to 
other uses to meet acreage allotments. ~'he yield per hlif'vested acre is 14.9 
bushels compared with 13.8 bushels J,ast year and the average of' 14,5 bushels. 
Yields per horvested aero in 1939 were mostly above average in the soft red 
winter wheat area and in the Nor·thwest. Below-average yields were secured in 
the Central Great Plains area. . 

For 1939~ production of all spring wiieat is estimated at 191,540,000 
busnels, or slightly less than an average crop. Production in 1938 was 
243,569j000 bushels and the 10-yoar average, 192,792,000 bushels. The 21 per­
cent reduction from last year was duo to reduced acreage since the average 
yiold per harvested acre was approximately tho same in both yoa.rs. 

Durum ~hoat·production in 1939 accounted for 34,360 1 000 bushels of tho 
all-spring wheat production. This compares with a production of 40,697,000 
bushels in 1938 and tho average of 35,076.,000 bushels. Tho e:Stimc,ted yield 
per harvested aero in 1939 wc.s 11.2 bushels per acre, compared with 11.4 
bushels in 1938 and tho 10-yoar average of 9-.4 bushels.' The • a.croago of durum 
wheat harvested in 1939 irv'o.s 3,006,000 acres, or 16 percent loss than tho 
3,569~000 acros.harvostod in 1938 a.nd 10 percent bolow tho 10-yoo.r average 
acreage of 3,355,000 acres,; Of the totO.l of 3~220,000 soodod in 1939, 10.7 
percent was a.ba.ndoncd. This compares vvith 10.5 percent lr\ st yonr and the 10-
ycar avora.go of 19.7. 

Production of spring ~neat other than durum in 1939 is estimated a.t 
157,l80,000 bushels. This is a.bout oqua.l to tho a.vorngo of 157,716,000 
bushels but about 23 percent loss tha.n tho 202,872,000 bushel crop produced in 
1938. An a.roo. of 14,312,000 a.cros wa.·s seeded to spring whoo.t other than durum 
in 1939 compa.rod with 19,139,000 o.cros in 1938. Ho-wever, the o.ba.ndonmont of 
10.4 percent was loss then tho 13.7 percent of la.st your o.nd much below tho 
a.vora.go of 21.6 percent which includes some ba.d rust yoa.rs. Tho 1939 a.croago 
of other spring wheat ha.rvosted vra.s 12,828,000 compc.rod· with 16,514,000 a.cros 
last yoa.r, nnd tho a.vora.go of 14,290,000 acros. Tho yield of 12.3 bushels per 
ho.rvostod nero was oquo.l to tho.t of 1938 but iVD.s vvoll a.bove tho a.vorago of 
10,9. 

United Sto.tos toto.l whoo.t production in 1940 mr.y be smo.ll 
--but prospo'ctlvo-<Tui~;-yg'lio cnrr·y.:.-ovcr· I's1riodorntoly-1argo --- ---. -·-- ------- ---· -~----... - ---·-- --...-. ... ----··---· ___ _, .. ~-------

Production in. 1940 my l;o nbout 600 million bushels, rmd with o. pros­
pective co.rry-ovor of f'.bout 300 million bushels July 1, 1940, supplies in 1940-
41 mo.y bo a.bout 240 million bushels in oJ~coss of probnblo domestic requirements 
of nbout 660 million bushels. ·Tho moderately la.rgo ca.rry-ovor stocks on h£\Jld 
last July, accordingly .1 mo.y not be ma.toria.Hy roducod by tho cl oso of tho 
1940-41 ma.rkoting yoer. 

A winter whoet ncroO:go of 45.0 million 0;cros wo.s indico.tod December 21 
by tho offuio.l 'C'roproport, Tho seeded a.croo.go is 2,9 percent loss thnn tho 
46.4 million acres soodod a. year· 6r.rlior, Dnd 4 porcont loss tha.n tho 10-yea.r 
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(1927-36) average of 47.0 million acres. The condition of winter wheat on \ •. i. 
December l was 55 percent, compared with 72 percent a year ago, and the aver-
age December 1 condition of 80 percent. This is the lowest December condition 
ever reported~ the previous reco1~d lQ1N condition was 69 percent in 1932. On 

-the. basis of the past relationship between December 1 condition and .. yield per 
seeded acre,. ·with some aUowan.ce ·for the prollable. effect of wea.ther conditions 
during the past surmner 8.~:.cl fall,. the indicated production of. w-int.er wheat in 
1940 is a1Jout 39~ million bushels. An ,a'Qa:p.do:ornont of' about o.ne-t~ird of .the 
seeded acreage may be expected, .judging from the rel.ationship betwee.;n. 
December :1 coiJ.ditiori and fall weather factors tci · · abiando:oment in previous 

···years.· 

Seedings were below last year in the greater portion of the Great 
Plains States, .Elll.d in the central soft red winter-;v-heat area. But there were 
incl'eased see.dings in the States surrounding. this area. ln Texas, Oklahoma, 
Washiligton fn'ld .Oregon ·seeding is still in pro'gress,: with -indications of con­
·siderable shift 'to spring sovm wheat in the la-tter tw-o State::; on acreage 
normally intended for winter wheat. Fall seedings we.re delayed, a,nd to some 
extent suspended because of. shortage of moisture which is· acute beyond 
precedent,o Moreover, a considerable portion of the acreage· seeded· in the 
-Great Pla-ins area and farther west was soeded in such dry soii that germina­
tion and rooting hD.s been seriously. i:mpairede ·In ten important winter wheat 
States of the 'Groat Plains, tho Southwes"t and the Pacific Northw.est precipita­
tion during the period July l to J!ecember 1 was only slightly more than half 
of normal. for. tho arocv as a whole. This year the lowest December 1 condition 
vro.s in tho Groat Plains· States, end in O;ogon D.nd Washington, in all of whic. 
the condition was less than 60 perc-ent, The December 1 condition was some- . 

. what below D.Voro.ge in nearly all tho East North Central and Atlantic States, 
but in that area tho ·final yield outcomG is less dependent on fal"l moisture 
than in tho States farther west. 

. Some·. incren.se in spring wheat .acreage is expected. The 1940 acreage 
D.lloti,'n.ont for .~he spi"ing wheat StD.tos. is a.bout 10· percent more than the allot­
ment for .1939.~ ·. In tho past, most farmers in these States ):lave. cooperated in 
tho a.llotmcnt progrn.xn. Non-coopern.tors. ma.y make so:tne small further increases. 
Wit·h a .high d0groc 'of compliance anticipated ·in the spring wh,eO.t States, it 

· appeo.q; reasonD.ble to expC'Ct £tbQ\lt a lo-porcont incren.so . in sprin-g whoa.t soc d­
ings, or an acreage of a.bout 20 million D.cros, Such an D.creag9 with average 
yiblds of 10 bushels por seeded acre 1~ould produce fll.· crop of n.b~mt 200 million 

. bushels. Until recently inoi.sturc in th8 Northern Plain States has boon belovo 
average J but rain and snow ho.ve now relie:vod tho dry. CO?lditions •· If tho winter 
wheat crop should turn out to be 399 million bushels, and tho.- spring crop 200 
million;bushols, tho crop would total about 60 million busholq less· than tho 
estimated dome·stic. disappearance of about 66Q million bushels in 1940-41. 
Because of tho moderately ·largo carry-oyer of ci.bout 300 million bushels in 

· prosppct for July ;L, 1940, tho carry-over July l,. J.,941 mD.y still be over 200 
million bushels. · Domestic disappearance is· expected to be smaller than in 
1939-40 because. of tho probability of re.ducod ·wheat feeding, resulting from •. , 
prospective whoc,t prices being high relative to febd-grain prices. , 

. Tho 0 stimd.tod supply o.nd distribu. tion, t6ta.1 and by classes I for 1939-
40 lS shovTI'l in to.blo 2, section A, prosp?ctivo figures for 1940-41 in soctio~ 
B, O:nd co.rry-ovor st.ocks for comparison in soction C5• 
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Table 2.- Wheat supplies and die)tribution by classes, 
continental United States:· .. esti~ted :(or 1939~40 

and proj-ected 'for 1940-.;ll-1 

Hard . soft Hard . . 
Item Red . Red Red Dtil'UJ:!l . . 

Winter Winter SErin~ . . . 
Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil •. 
bu. bu. bu. bu. 

A.~ beginnin~ July !• 
1939 

Carry-over July l, 1939 
(old wheat) .. . . : 114/ 30 73 18 

Production · . . . . . . . . : ao7 20;2 130 35. 
Total supply -21. 2~23 20;2 23 

Exports and shipments • . . 18 2 
Domestic disappearance 260 200 115 25 

:e. ~ beginnfni;' .July 1:;, 
1940- . . ' . 

143' Carry::oVer July 1; -1940 . . 3i 88 28 . 
(old wheat)· ... . 

Production • 
.. . . '193 168 122 32 . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total supply . . . . . . . : 22b 199 210 bO 
Shipments to terr~tories . . 1 . 
Domestic disappea~ance . . . 250 '170 130 .. 30 . 

Available for carry-over : 
and expo~t; July 1, i941: 85 29 80 ... 30 . .. 

c .. July stocks, com7arisons . ' 

24 Average, 1929-33 1 . • • · • 161 3.2 79 
;..veragf3, 1934-38 I/ • :. · 69 29 37 6 
Smallest in recent years 

(1937) . . . . . 37 15 18 .3 . . . . ' . 
Larges.t (1933) !/ . . • . . . 20'1 31 9'8 16 

White 

Hil. 
bu. 

19 
80 
99 
15 
70 

14 

8;2 
99 
2 

80 

17 

21 
19 

10 
32 

!/ Contains some new wheat prior to 1937. probably 15-20 million bushels 
average. 

Wheat Erices advance sharpl~ 

' . 
Total 

Mil. 
bu. 

254- I· 

722 ·"/ 
1,009 

35 
670 

30~ 
6oo 
904 

3 
·. 660. 

241 

317 
160 

83 
378 

on the 

Wheat· prices in domestic markets advanced along lvith prices in markets 
in other countries, largely as the result of large-scale export sales of 
Canadian wheat, reduced crop prospects in Argentina, and continued poor pros­
pects for winter wheat in the United States. No. 2 Hard Winter wheat at Kansas 
City averaged 98 cents for the week ended Decembor 16, which was 12 cents higher 
than for the week ended November 25 (table 3). This was slightly more than the 
advance in Canada and Arg0ntina. December closing wheat prices at Winnipeg 
averaged 72 cents for the week ended December 16 or 11 cents highor than for the 
week ended November 25; and February closing wheat prices at :Buenos Aires averaged 

~-
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68 cents for the :weelc _ende.dD:;lcf3m"ber 16, w4iah was a:J;so.l.1·cents higher than 
for the week)ended. 'Novem"ber 25·::(taole 4).•. Wheat_priG~S :nave declined somewhat • \ 

. ~ ". since December 18, when p:r;:ices were the highest _E$ince October 1937. 

t-lheat prices: in the tfnlted States contin\led high compared with the usual 
relationship .to·. prices in other countries (ta"bl? 5). Tbe agricultural program, 
tho largo quantity of whea) being hold "by farmers, and puor :prospects for next 

·year t s crop are· largo:iy reeporisi"Jle for t};lis changG in relationship. 

The withholding of wheat from market this year has use~ an important 
market factor. Withholding has "boon encouraged: "by anticipe.tion of higher prices 
as a result of the we.r, "by the governmental loan program, £<n.d the poor outlook 
for winter wheat. The quantity of vvhe:J,t undJr gov.;rnment loan on Dccmn"ber 18 
totaled_ approximately 165 million "bushels, of w$iQh_a"t,>O\].t.3~ million ou·she1s 
were stored on farms and 133 million "bushels in:country_a:._,,dtc;Jrminal warehouses. 

Table 3,- Weighted avorage co.sh ~;ri9e. of ~Jheat, SJ?ecified 
markets and datt;s, 1938: nJ;J.d_l939 

:All classes: Uo. 2 Uo •. 1 :No. ?.Hard : No. 2 :West{?rn 
:and grades :Hard Winter:Dk.N.Spring:.(irnoer Diir'um:Rod Winter: White 1/ 
: si~EJ::trket s :!C_~sas Ci.!l.: Minneapolis :Ni:z:mea12olil3: St •. Louis·:s-e~ttle­

_____ :...;...19"""3'-8_:1-"'-"939 :1938~1939 :1938_ :1939 :;1.938 :1939 :1938 :1939:1938 :1939 

Month 
or date· 

.: Ct. Ct.: Ct. Ct.: Ct. Ct. ::Ct .. Ct. :.Ct. Ct.: Ct. Ct. 
Month- -: . : . - -. ' .. ' 

. . 
Sept. :68.3 

.. 

90.0 :65.7 85.9 :76.2 92.5 :68.9 94.9 :67;.1 88.4:62.7 81.0 
Oct. :65.3 85.6 :64.7 82.7 =73·3 
Nov. :64.9 8j.8 :63.3 85.8 :73.1 

·88.2 :65-5- 90.1· :68.5 87.5: 63.2 . 80._ 
90.9 : 64·.9 89.1 :65.8 92.0:6}.3. 80.0 

Week ended- . . 
Nov. 4 :64.4 38.1 :63·7 

11 :64.8 89.1 :63.5 
13 :65.2 37-3 :64.2 
25 :65.0 86.3 :63 ·3 

: ; 

Dec. 2 :65·9 89·3 :64.9 
9 :65.2 95.2 :66.9 

16 :68.3 98.9 :66.8 
: 

High 2/ :68.3 . 98.9 :66.9 
Low ?,./ :64.4 83.6 :63.3 

85·3 :71.1 
86.6 :72.9 
85~6 :73.2 
85.6 :73·3 

86.3 :74.3 
93.1 :77.2 
97.7 :77.6 

. ' : I 
90.8 :62.7 91.9 :66.1 92.3:63.0/ ~0.9 
92.1 :65.1 . go.6 :66.0 93.0:6}.j . 80.7 
89.8 :64.6 B8~5 : ti6. 7 91.1:63.4 80.0 

. 90.0 : 65.8 .. 86.~ :65.0 . 91.2:63.4 79.4 
. . - :; 

93.0 :67.9- 92-3 :66.5, 93~8:63·9 79·2 
97·5 :69.7- 99.4 ~6g;o 97.2:63.8 s1.s 

101.4 :70.4 ~02.1 :69~8 104.9:64.3 . . . . 
97·7 ;77.6'101.4 ;70.4102.1 ·169~8 104.9;:64.~3 81.3 
s1.5 :71.1 s5.9 :62.7 s~.5 :65.0 s5~a:6~.2 77.4 

1/ Weekly average of daily cash quotations, oasis N;.· 1 s~cked.. · · ·­
?:_/ October 7 to_ DeqQII!"ber 16, 193_9, and correspo:n,ding datos :fq:r 19.)8 •.. , 

' . . . . '· 
' . 

• 



• 

WS-38 .;... 11-

Table 4.- Average closing price of December whe2.t futures, specified 
marlcets and dates, 1938 and 1939 . 
------------ Kansas : lA:inne-Winn~eg :Liverpool: Buenos 

---==l:J_L : 1/ : :Aires 
1938:1939:1938:1939:--1938 :-:-1930 : l 938: 

Period City apolis 
1939:1933:1939:1938:1939 

Chicago 

Month 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 

Wee1_{ 

ended-

Ct . Ct . Ct . Ct . Ct . Ct . Ct . 
61.8 69.0 71.4 64.6 
59.2 64.2 66.7 65.0 
57.9 62.1 62.5 63.3 

Ct . Ct . Ct . Ct . Ct . 
811·•4 60.9 79.6 6"b.5 85.2 
81: . 0 61. l 78. 9 66. 3 82. 7 
88.1 59.4 82.3 66.1 85.1 

Nov. 4: 57.3 62.8 62.0 ?:}50.6 2/5~ .. 5 64.0 86·.8 59.9 51.6 65.6 85.6 
11: 5'7.4 62.4 62.0 2./53.8 2/54.8 64.0 87.9 59.8 82.7 66J 85.8 
18: 58.9 61.9 63.0 55.2 ]/55.1 64.0 87.6 5CJ.7 81.9 66.8 84.3 
25: 57.9 61.0 62.7 52.5 2/56.4 62.2 88.-4 58.6 82.2 65.9 81:.4 

-Dec. 2: 59.0 64.1 63.5 5.1.0 J/.59.6 62.1:- 90.7 59.7 84.0 66.8 87.!, 
9: 60.4 6S.2 66.1 5l.3l/62.8 64.4 96.6 62.0 89.5 68.8 93.2 

16: 60.0 71.7 65.8 49.1 )}67:7 64.0 101.6 61.8 95.6 6E .. 8 98'.3 
High !r}: 60.4 71.7 68.2 .2/58.8 2./6'7:7 65.5 101.6 62.0 95.6 68.8 98.3 
Low I}: 57.3 61.0 62.0 5/49.1 Y53.2 62.2 Gl.9 58.6 77.2 65.6 81.3 
1/ Conversions at noon buying rate of e~ccbange. ?J ~~!ovember futures. 
Jj Feb. futures. !±/ Oct. 7 to Dec. 16, 1939, Etnd correspondin::;· dates l9J8. 
""i/ Nov. and Dec. futm'es. · _ _ 

Table 5.- Spreads betweerl domestic wheat prices and prices at 
h':L."'lnipeg and Liverpool, specified periods;, 1937-39 

Period 

Septembe:;;· . 
193'7 
1938 

1939 
October 

1937 
1938 
1939 

rJovember 
193'7 
1938 
1939 .• 

Week ended : 
December 16: 

1937 
1938 
1939 

DeceEber :~~ntu)_"es oer b•1shel :Cash vvheat per bushel 
Chicago I\ansas City : No. 2 Hard Winter 

:(Kansas City) relo.ted to 
: No. 3 

related to related to 

i"Jinnipeg :Liverpool: 

Cents 
- 17.3 

2.8 
15.4 

- 20.0 
5.8 

19.8 

- 21.6 
5.4 

26.0 

- 30.6 
4.0 

29. 9. 

Cents 
- 23.6 
- 6.8 

- 28.7 
1.7 

- 19.9 
l d - .u 

1.,. • L" 1 1 - "t b Parcels IVl!mlpeg: lverpoo: 11iain o a :(L" l) 
- _ _ : _ _ _ _ :.(Winnipeg): lVerpoo 
Cents Cents Cents Cents 

- 22.? - 28. 8 - 11.6 - 26. 5 
~ 0.9 10.5 . 7.9 - 13.3 

10.6 .. - .23.2 

23.0 
1·0 • 7 

1/ .. '? 

2l:-. l} 
1.5 

20.2 

·- 33.8 
1.8 

. 23! 9 

31.7 
5.6 

32.2 
3.1 

- 23,1 
- 4.0 

11.4 
10.0 
23.4 

- 16 .1, 
11.6 
26.5 

- 20.8 
14.6 
32.1 

31.2 
8.7 

- L:.l. 0 
- 3.2 

Minus sign before fi,gure denotes Chicago or Kans::ts City belm• ·winnipeg or 
Liverpool. 
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Table 6.- Supply and disanpearance of whea.t in. the United States, 
· July-Sentember, 1937 and 1938* 

----:-- ------- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----

Supplies -
Stocks, July 1 

Item 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Production ...................... : 

Less net exnorts, July-Serltember •• : 

1937 
Million 
bushels 

83.1 
875·7 
*13.0 

1938 
Million 
'bushels · 

153·5 
930.8 
*23.0 

1939 
Million 
bushels 

254·3 
739·4 
*19·3 

945.8 1,02~· :========9~74 __ .4 ___ 
---.."""'---: 

Tota.l •...................... : 
----"---"--

Stocks, October l -
326.6 
141.5 

On farn1s ........................ : 
Comn1ercin.l ........................ : 
Interior mills and eleve,tors ••.• : 152.6 
Merchant mills <md elevators 1_1 ns.1 

Total ..................... '• . : 
--'---:0--"':---

758.8 
187.0 Disapnear3llce ?:.I •..••••••••••.•.•• : 

ll Bureau of· Census ro1_ sed to represent all merchant 
for others by mercho.nt mills. 11 ?:_I Balancing item. 

401.4 
139·3 
1(4.4 
120.2 
845. 

332.2 
162.0 
162.6 
137·3 

-=----794 .l 
211.0 180.) 

mills; includes "stored 

*Table 6, The Wheat Situation for November 25, 1939 corrected. In original 
table net exports were add.ed instead of subtracted. 

Table 7·- Vfueat surplus for exnort or carry-over in three exnorting 
countries, United Kingdom port stocks and stocks afloat, 

December i, 1936-39 11 

Position : 1936 . 1937 1938 1939 
Cwnd.a Mil. bu. Mil. bu. Mil. bu. Mil, bu. 

In Canada . . 120 71 180 375 ..................... 
In the United States . 24 5 8 34 . . . . . . . . . 

. . 
Argentina . 10 4 12 78 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 
Australia . 8 12 2/ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total . lb2 89 2P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
United. Kingdom port stocks 

. 
7 ll 19 ?:./ .... ' 

Stocks a.flo::~ t to: 
United Kingdom . 19 11 15 ?:.I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Continent • 14 13 11 ?:.I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
Orders . 6 lO 5 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

Total .................... [j:t; 42 20 

-::--;---::-_G_r..:..a_nd. t o tal • • • • . . • . • . . •• : 20 3 13 4 26 3 
J::_/ Cnrry-over o. t the beginning of the ye.qr ( Cnnruh, July 31; Argentina, a 
J;:umary l; Australia, DEJCembcr 1 of. the nrcvious yoar) plus nroduction, minus • 
domestic utilization for the year minus monthly ex:norts to date. ?:.I Not 
available. --
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Table 8.- Movement of wheat, :including flour, from principal exporting :._! _________ c_o_u_ntrie s,_l_9_3_6-_37_t_o_1_9_3_9_-_4D __ _,_ ________ _ 

Country 
Exports as given by official sources 

: Total :. July 1 to date shop Date 
_________ :1...::..93~6-_,.:::._37!.--• . .....::1937-38 :193~39 '1937-38 :1938,.-39 !1939-40 

: 1 ,QOO l ,000 l, 000 1,000 1, 000 1,000 
:bushels bushels bushels bushels bushels bushels 

United 
Canada 

. . 
States y .... : . 
~~-~~~~········ 

Argentina~·~~······= 
.Austral.ia •. , ......• : 
Soviet Union ·~·~···= 
Hungary ••••• ~ ~ ~ ~ , •• : 
Yugoslavia •··~., ••• : 
Ruman~ a •• • :~ ~ ~ ~ .. ~ ••• : 
Bulgaria • ~ ~ ~ ~ ••• , • • t 
British Ind,ia ~ •• ,. •• : 

To~al . 
·.~ .. ~~~··· .... ····· 

. 21,584 107 ~194 115,784 '24; 659 
213,028 94,546 159, 88): 5~,175 
162,977 69,670 116,1.16 1 ,000 
97' 712 123' 45~ 96,685 13,076 

4,479 43,35 
27,428 . 9, 368 27' 650 1, 525 
1.7,954 5,012 5.346 1,975 
36,258 32,210 43,940 10,090 

7,275 8,489 2, 633 1,085 
16,571 19,677 10,097 

6o5, 266 512,973 578,136 

Shipments as given by trade 
Total Week ended 1939 

35, 519 26,509 Oct. 31 
80,942 87 I 151 Nov. 30 
19,556 56,272 Oct. 31 
17,904 10,467 .Aug. 31 

2,200 7,837 .Aug. 31 
1, 586 2, 496 .Aug. 31 
7,009 6, 210 Sept.30 

177 1, 521 .Aug. 31 

sources 
:July 1 - Dec.l6 

:1937-38 !1938-39 Dec. 2 : Dec. 9 : Dec.16 : 1938 : 1939 
: 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

bushels 
1,0QO 

bushels :bushels bushels bushels bushels bushels . 
1 --orth .America y .... ; 
l Canada 3./ ••••.•••••.. : 

United States 5./ •••• : 
Argentina •••••••••• : 
AustDalia •••••••••• : 
Soviet Union •• • •• ~.: 
Dru1ube and · ; 

184,720 
94,546 
83' ~)89 
66,928 

127,!)20 
42,248 

245,296 
159,885 

94,157 
114,272 
102,116 

39,824 

6, 405 4, 644 
5, 800 !if 4, 300 iJ} 

907 423 
4,056 4,281 

0 

Bulgaria 1J ••....•• : 37,232 52,848 1,024 
British India •••••• :~19,677 ~10,097 0 

0 

1,664 
0 

~~--~~~~------- ----Total 9} .......... : 478,325 564,453 

2,66o 114,256 89,747 
2,000. 89,800 93.500 

615 27' 746 23,487 
2,456 25,996 80,774 

--- 2/18,696 2/11,028 
0 3 7 1 128 2 t 3 42 

848 19,384 17,936 
0 6,208 0 

2211 668 201 '827 
--------------------------------------------------Total European : 

shipments gj •.••• : 397,592 450,784 
~~~~~~~----------------------~----------------Total ex-European : 

shipments gJ ••• : 99, 4oo 146, 76o 

l/ Includes flour milled in bond from foreign wheat, 
g) Broomha11 1 s 6orn Trad.e News. · 
1/ Official exports as reported to date, supplemented by reported weekly cle8rances 
of wheat, and estimate~ of flour shipments. 
lj} Figure derived by subtracting the United Ste.tes exports from B;oomhall 1 s esti­
mate for North America. 

. §./ Official reports received from 16 principal ports only • 
• §I Through, September 2 only. 

I/ Black Sea shipment~ only. 
y Official, 

1'ei/ Total of trade figures includes North America n.s reported by Broomhall 1 s but 
does not include items 2 and 3• 
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Table c;.- Sllipnent s of wheat, in~lud:Lng flour from principa:h ;· . 

exporting countries, sp~cified dates, 1938 and 1939 
. . 

·-------·--;---:-'----~-- -~--

Pericd Dcmube ~:· .- ~- Ar,3'enl:,ina Austra1-ia 
; ~· 

·1938 1938 J:2]9 193S : 1939 : 1938 : 1939 
1,000 

bu. 
20;12~, 

19J 9-::--~~"-­
:!_ -<clOO 1,000 1,000 1,000 r,ooo 1,000 1,ooo· 

July-Oct. 
,·wee~: enc~ed-; 

l1Tov. L, 
E 
18 
25 

Dec·. 2 
9 

16 

1,012 
900 
712 
6SO 

1;116 
452 

15000 

b·o.. 
53.:~472 

3,G96 
5,152 
3,115 
4,346 
~-,056 
4}281 
2' /+56 

bu. 
29,812 

496 
568 
58/l-

1,536 
608 

J.,iS56 
1,696 

bu. 
~8 

bu. 
7,464 

848 
880 

2/256. 
1)'672' 
3,!624 
1,504 
1,136 

bu. bu. bu. 
i0,464 80,776 61,832 

632 .6,192. 2,040 
~,264. 6,488 3,552 

· 91i>O. . 5, 992· · 4,208 
l:,OS0 ... 6,312·_ -4,/+06 
1·, 024- .. L,., 6 BB 6, 405 
l.,564. .. 2.,072 .4,6lr4 
. 848 .... 1,.7.3.6 2, 660 

----~~~--------~ 
Conpiled frma B1·oor.lhal1' s Corn 'T.rade Neus. ~ . .. ... , ~ 

1/ 'l'h;··ou_-:rh September 2 onl;y~. 
?} iTot available. 

.., .... 

. 
Table 10.- · Expoi-t's bf wheat a..YJ.d wheat flou:c frolYl· th~ United States 

1930 and 1939 

(Includes f::.our milled in bond from forei,~n~ wheat 2 

V~1eat ·wheat flour : VJheat 
Period : ••.• · < 1 d. fl : ~nc~u .lng our 

1938 1939 1938 1939. ·:·, ''1'938 .. 1939 
1,000' l,OQO 1,000 l 000 ... ' ' 

·1,000 1,000 
bushels bushels bJ.rrels barrels· ·bushels . bushels 

July-Oct. : 27,331 -13,152 l, 71+2 2,811-2 .. 35,-519 ~6,50.9 
\Nee~;: ended 1/: 

;·] b:v 0 4 717' 12 93 Lj-7: 1,154 233 
ll 387 29 84 8/t. . '·782 421, 
18 2,092 164 51 63 . 2,332- c 460 
25 45C 903 81 102. $3.9' 1,382 

Dec. 2 333 2'77 57 13~-. 606 907 
9 llC 19 149 86. 810 423 

lb 63 ?} -Lt36 44 2/ 38:·. 270 y 615 
Compiled from reports of the Departi11ent of Co!-lfllelnce. 
1/ Data for tota-l e:;cport·s frou the TTn:.tec~ States by viee~~s are ·not· available. 
These data represent e:x:ports·'through 16 of the principal ports.-
?} Pre1:L:1inary. . . ·' :' 1 

e. 

• 
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Table ll.-Net imports of wheat including flour, in to E1.iropean 
countries, years beginning. july 1, 1937' to 1939 

Country 1937-38 
· Reported net imports 
l93B-39 :July 1 to : 1938'-39 : 1939-40 

Mil. bu. Mil. b:u.: 

Belgium •••••••••••••••: 
0 ze cho slovakia •••• • ••• : 
Denmark._. •• e: • ; ••• ~ ••••• •: 

Finland •......... _ ...... : 
Fr-anC~ •••• _ •. ~ , •••••••• : 
Germany •••• · ••••••• • •. •: ) 
Au.str;:la .-• •..•• , ••••••.••••• ? ) 
Gree-ce .• ._ ••• _._ •••. • •••••• :· 
Ireland ••• _ ... ~,_ ......... : 

36 v -·1 
6 
3 

15 
54 

18' 
14 

5 

39 
y- 1 

5 
2 

11 - 2 : 

45 ~~ 
14 

. 17 . : 
14 Italy •'!'•••······\~···~··~ 

L-atvia •••.•. · ...•.•....• :· 1 · .. ?J 
Netherlands •••••••••• ~: 
Norway- •••. _ ••••.•• · •· ••. •.: 
Poland •.••.•••. ~ ... ~ • ·: 
Portugal •••••••••••••• ~ 
Stv-eden ••••••••••••••• •: 1} 
Switzerland · ••••••••••• : 

24 
7' 

29 
B 

v- ~ 

Aug. 31 
Aug~ 31 
Sept. 30 
Aug. 31 
July 31 

JUly 31 

Aug. 31 
Aug. 31 
July· 31. 
Aug. 31 
Oct. 31 
Oct. · 31 
July 31 
Sept •. 30 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 31 

United Kingdom •••••••• ; 

1 
1 

14 
193 

2 
17 

220 : . .Aug. 31 

Total imports of 
above •••••••••••• : . .. 

• .. 

391 

3 

Total imports •••• •• :.: 394 
Total exports ••••••• : 2 
Total net imports •. • : · · 392 

• . 

. Mil. bu. Mil. bu. 

8 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

4 
2 

?J3 
10 

313 
3 
1 
6 

38 

8'3 
0 

8'3 

2 
3 
1 

gJ 
v- 2 

1 

3 
3 
2 
0 

10 
4 

7 
48 

84 
2 

8'2 

Compiled from official sources except as otherwise stated. 

y Net e:xports. · 
gj· Less than 500,000 bushel;'!. 
3./ Net exports of less than 500,000 bushels. 
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. W~~~D RYE PRO,~~CTION. IN1939 . . . . . . ~•·.t 
Production of r7e in the 23 .~om:r:tries· for· which repol~ts are· available 

totaled 953,886,000 bushels in 19':39. This is 2 percent less ·than the 
product.ion. repox~t.(:)Q. .:l-!.1 -~~].ese countries in 1938, when the:i_r production was 
alm-ost 92 ·pe:rc.ent.<o:f .. tl1e .·estia18:t;:ea w·oi·ld t.o't<~l-for rye.· 

. . ......... . ·-· . 
. , : ,· 

.• .. 
. .. . ·UNITED. STATES· ·RYE P_RODUCTION IN. 1·939 . 

': 

The 1939 rye crop. of 39,249 ,QOO bush~ls. wa~ 29 percent smaller than 
the large 1938 crop buf8 pe·i>f~elit B;.bove .the 10-year :~1928-37) .average produc­
tio;J.. Most of the decri3ase :Ln tye ~production· this y:GJar. Gownared with 1938 
was due to much smalle{ ci~op~.~i~ 1Nisconsin, Iowa, Miruaesota·,. North. Dak;ota, . 
South .Dakota, a;L1CI Nebri:;t~ka' wher~ spring moisture coiuft ti~ms. were. unfavorable. 
These six States accounted for· two-th:l.rcts of the t<;>tal- United. States pr9dUy­
tion of rye in 1939, w±l.ich i.s"·A.:).So their average ratio. f0~~. the lO, yei'X~;·.· . 
1928 to 1937.· In 1938,.hov~ev.er~ they produced 79 _pe1·cent. of.the.total.cro:g. 

. ~ r . •' • ' ' : I ' 

' • • .. • ~ • • ~ • • • ~ • ~ 'C' 

The 3,.811,000 ap1·e{o/ rye ~arvested for grain this. Yf3£Lr. rf3presented 
53 percent of the tota~L. aci•enge· seeded for n.ll purpos-e.s.,. -MJh.er.ea.s. :b.h.e. 
4, 021,000 acres harvested ~1~-:·1938 .comprised 60 percen.t. .o.f .. t.h.e. :to:t.a;:I.., se.edeq 
(l.Cree.ge. The. grain yi:eld 'hrli"':Ve-sted per acre this ye.nr. .vu\s .l0 ... 3 .bushels· . 
cornpnred with 1}. 8 bus'li:els· ·:i:o: 1938· and 11.1 bushels:,, .the .10-.y.ea.r. .n.v:ern.ge .. 
Yields were q.bove nve~pge ·in .. a ino.jor'i ty. of the: States .en.st .o.f. .t.b.e .. ~.;ississippi 
River Lind below aver,·t[~e ·rier:1t ::of: the River except in' .Mis~Jaur.i .and .several· ·. 
States ·in the Northwest ... ·· · -~· ; · · · .............. . 

..... ·.·. 

UNITED sTAi't.s RYEJloWN FoR HARVEsT ;~r~ ~i94a ~ · · · 
' .. ... " ..... . 

The n.cren.ge of rye seeded in the falJ, of 1939 is estirrln.·ted at·· · 
5,640,000 A.er.es or. 78.5 pe.rc.ent of the_7,1B7,ooo A.cres·seedea-in the fall of 
1938. The seedings of rye include o.cre~e-seed.ed :for pn.sture, soil improve­
ment, .etc., ?-S·well as acren.ge for:·horvast· o.s grai~! .. ~.allowance is made 
also for spring see.c.tings ·r:n nreo.:s ;••hera rya is spring sown' ... increases over 
1938 occurred in the Atl<'l.ntic Coi1st States and in the Pacific Northwest 
nhere much of the sovm n.cron.go is. u:;:ed for purpose~~ othe:r· thn.n grain~ such 
o.s pasture D..J.""id cover crop. The decreases in the Etts't· Nb:r-th Central· Stntes 
largely offset the increr~ses ;na.de lo.st yeo.r. when gr'o'w'ers 'shifted some ncreo.ge 
to rye, pn,r::t;ly _b_oco.use of the reduced wheat acreag:e allotments. Decreases 
in the important ry·o .. st:~:tes of. the Nbrthern Greo.t Plains were. due .. mo.inly .. 
to lack of moist.ure· at s~eding: .. time, pnd were ~renter .~o~h in percentage 
and area tha.."Yl elsewhere. · .. ·' · .· ·/' 

T'.ne condition of rye on December 1, 1939 a.t 64 pe_rcSJ.1t. 'of normal· ... 
is 12 condition points below ~aot yep.r. -end ;:t.5 poiri.t~ lovJer thnn the ·10-y.~n.r 
(1927-36) rwernge. Ef1.st of the Mississippi River,· conditi~:r.i fs'lower than 
the 10-year n.verage except L1 l~ichiga.n, but only in Kentuck'J, Ten.'l'lessee 
n.nd Georgia is condition u.s much as 10 points below n.verr~ge. Between the 
:Mississippi River nnd the Rocky 1-JomJ.tf!.ins the condition varies from 14 points 
below the 10-year average in rvlin.nesota to 38 points in Nebraska. The low 
condition and yield prospect reflects the extreme shortage of moisture over 
much of the rye producing territory. 

• 
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TRble 12.-Rye: Production in specified ~gu:rr~r~~P ~ 193~:::~9 

---------- ... 

f. : 
1 Country~ 19)6·. • 1937. ; 1938 : : . 1939 . . . . . : l . . -·· 

1'!000 ~ooo bu. llOOO 
. --· -· -----------· -----.- ---'--':----------"--:-------o--~ 

1 000 bu. -:..L.: •.. ,e_;___::_;;'-'-

: 
United States ........ : - 25,319 
C t.1..r:i.f\.dn.. • •••••••••••••• : --~,_g§l 

Total ( 2) .... 

furope: 
Bulgaria 

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
D e1lrilftl"" k.. . .. . • . . . . • . .• : 
Estoni[l, 
Finlnnd 
Germany 
Austria 

........... ·• : 

...... •· ..... : 
. . ............. ............ : 

Greeoe .... ~ ......... ; 
Hungary .......••.. , : · 
Italy· ; .....•......• : 
Latvia ~ .•....•.• : 
Lithuania ......•.•.• : 
Luxemburg .•..•....• : 
Netherlru1ds ......•. : 
Norway .............• : 
Pol&ld ............. : 
Rtlill&lia ...•.•.••..• : 
Spain .....••.•..•.• : 
Sweden ...•.....•..• : 
Switzerland .•...•.• : 
Yugoslavia .....•... : 

( 19) 
. 

Total . .... . . 

29,600 . 

8,188 .·· 
. 7 842 

I l 

6,o44 
12,1)4 

290,793 
18,610 
1,654 

23,114 
5,204 

11,145 
21,354 

449 
18,736 

425 
250,536 
17,342 
18,053 
13,833 

1,077 
8,002 

740,040 
-------

Algeria . •........... : 29 
Argentina . 7,480 . . . . . . . . . . . 

bu. bu. 

49,830 55,564 39,249 
2s171 J~98S J2,JQL_ 

•. 55,601 
,....,... . 

oo,552 5~,556 
·~--- ------··--

9,387 7,397 9,674 
9,889 11,165 9,842 
8,327 7, l.~03 8,042 

16,982 . 14,507 12,795 
272' 296 1/331,374 :g/369,304 
16,830 . 23,373 

2,569 2,439 2,401 
24,325 31' 677 3} 36,251 
5,701 5,428 5,962 

15,380 14,814 17,698 
23,894 24,555 25,724 

392 507 549 
19,036 21,694 23,621 

443 433 408 
221,949 285,556 3./300,382 
17,768 20,362 19,062 

5) 19,700 SJ 16,9oo 17,212 
16,250 15, 9~53 15,263 

1,296 1,447 i,267 
8,243 3,941 9,637 

710,657 39S,4o5 885,114 
-------

37 l+4 44 
3,543 "10 -'26 -- 'b 14,172 

953,88~ 

1./ Includes estimate fo·,, the Sudetenle:nd. ?} Includes Austria ~:md the 
Sudetenland. 3} New. boundaries and, therefore, not strictly comparable 
with previous years. ljj 'Ninter wheat only. 5/ Estimated. 
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Table 14.-Rye: Supply a11d. distribution, United States, 1935-39 
' ' -:- : .. . ~ . : ' ' 

------------------- ----···--------·----------·---------

. Year 
--~~IJ.P]J: ______________ _;__ _____ Di stri but ion 

· Stoclcs begin- · · ---- ··-·-----·-··-
hi'ng ~9o~ner-~ Farm:: -:Proouc-: :Im-: 'fotal: B.}x~ _:Stocks 

: . :Apparent 
dis-

1 ,.cl_al •T 1 1 :. Total : tion : ports:s~pply: ~orts: 
JU Y uU -Y -:July l: · : 

1935 
1936 
1337 
1938 . . 

_·1939 ?}: 

1,000 1,000 
bti.. . . bu. 

8,560. 2, 723 
6,379 15,920 
1,406 4 4SO 

' 1,000 
7,38~ 

8,699 
.15,682 

. . . ' . ·----· _______ ...,.. __ • _________ ! ____ ; . 
1,0CO 1,000 1,000 :j.,OOO 1,000 

bc.1.: .. bu·. J?.-g._!_ ~bu. -~~-

11,283 . 53,597 2,266 . 72:146 9 
22,299 25,319 3;943 $1,561 249 

5,886 49,830 . 1/ . 55' 716 6,578 
' 9.; 699 55' 564 ±/ 65,263 .3/784 
23,~66 39,24~ ??;315 

.. 

: appear-
ance 

1,000 1,000 
bu. bu. 

22,299 49,333 
5,386 45,426 
9,699 39,439 

2),066 41,413 
( 22 '000) ( 4o '000) 

I, •,._,~ 

·~ 

• -·, 
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