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Turkeys Raised up 3 Percent from 2025 
 

Turkeys Raised in the United States during 2026 is forecasted at 199 million, up 3 percent from the number raised during 

2025. 

 

The top six states account for 68 percent of the turkeys produced in the United States during 2026. The largest turkey 

producing state is Minnesota, at 34.0 million turkeys, up 1 percent from the previous year. North Carolina produced 

29.5 million turkeys, up 5 percent from a year ago. Arkansas produced 21.0 million turkeys, down 2 percent from last 

year. Indiana produced 20.0 million turkeys, unchanged from last year. Missouri produced 16.0 million turkeys, up 

9 percent from last year. Virginia is down 5 percent from the previous year at 14.5 million turkeys. 
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Turkeys Raised – States and United States: 2025 and 2026 

State 
Turkeys raised 2026 as 

percent 
of 2025 2025 2026 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Arkansas  ...........................................................................  
California  ..........................................................................  
Indiana  ..............................................................................  
Iowa  ..................................................................................  
Michigan  ...........................................................................  
Minnesota  .........................................................................  
Missouri  ............................................................................  
North Carolina  ...................................................................  
Ohio  ..................................................................................  
Pennsylvania  ....................................................................  
 
South Dakota  ....................................................................  
Virginia  ..............................................................................  
West Virginia  .....................................................................  
 
Other States 1  ...................................................................  
 
United States  ....................................................................  
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 (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
 1 Includes State estimates not shown and States withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 

 

 

Statistical Methodology 
 

Survey Procedures: Data for turkeys raised estimates are collected from all known operations raising 1,000 or more 

turkeys annually. NASS regional offices maintain a list of all known turkey grow-out operations. Approximately 250 

turkey grow-out operations are contacted in September and February. The data collected were received by electronic data 

reporting, mail, and telephone.  

 

Estimating Procedures: Turkeys raised preliminary estimates include young turkeys intended for meat production and 

breeder turkeys reaching maturity during the marketing year. These estimates exclude turkeys lost to disease or those 

destroyed. Placement of turkey poults from the monthly Turkey Hatchery Survey and indications from the September 

Turkeys Raised Survey provide the basis for the preliminary estimates published in September. Final estimates, published 

in April, use indications from the February Turkeys Raised Survey in addition to updated hatchery data. Other indications 

for the final estimates are obtained from monthly slaughter totals and check-off data provided by state turkey or poultry 

associations. 

 

Revision Policy: Estimates from the previous year are subject to revision when final raised estimates are made in April. 

Revisions are primarily based on updated hatchery and slaughter data. Estimates will also be reviewed after data from the 

five-year Census of Agriculture are available. No revisions will be made after that date. 
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Reliability: Turkeys raised estimates are based on a census of all known turkey grow-out operations, and therefore have 

no sampling error. However, estimates are subject to errors such as omissions, duplication, mistakes in reporting or 

recording, and processing of the data. While these errors cannot be measured directly, they are minimized through strict 

quality controls in the data collection process, and through a careful review of all reported data for consistency and 

reasonableness. 

 

To assist in evaluating the reliability of the estimates in this report, the “Root Mean Square Error” for number of turkeys 

raised is shown in the following table. The “Root Mean Square Error” is a statistical measure based on past performance 

and is computed using the differences between first and final estimates. The “Root Mean Square Error” for number of 

turkeys raised over the past 10 years is 1.9 percent. This means that chances are 2 out of 3 that the final estimate will not 

be above or below the current estimate of 199 million turkeys by more than 1.9 percent. Chances are 9 out of 10 that the 

difference will not exceed 3.4 percent. 

 

 

Reliability of September Turkeys Raised Estimates 
[Based on data for the past ten years] 

Item 
Root mean 

square error 

90 percent 
confidence 

level 

Difference between first and latest estimate 

Average Smallest Largest 

Years 

Below 
latest 

Above 
latest 

 (percent) (percent) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (number) (number) 

Turkeys raised  .................................  1.9 3.4 2,950 1,000 11,000 7 3 

 

 

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service - Estimation Branch Contacts 
 

For more information about specific data items, please contact the Estimation Branch staff members below. You can also 

email inquiries to nass@usda.gov. 

 

Anthony Prillaman, Associate Deputy Administrator ..................................................................... (202) 720-2127 

 

 

Darin Jantzi, Section Chief ................................................................................................................ (701) 412-5953 

 

Broiler Hatchery, Chicken Hatchery, Eggs, Hogs and Pigs, Layers, Sheep and Goats 

 

Jeff Lemmons, Section Chief.............................................................................................................. (202) 973-3272 

 

Cattle, Cattle on Feed, Capacity of Refrigerated Warehouses, Cold Storage 

 

Fleming Gibson, Section Chief (Acting) ............................................................................................ (202) 236-2428 

 

Catfish, Census of Aquaculture, Dairy Products, Livestock Slaughter, Poultry Slaughter, Trout, Turkey Hatchery, 

Turkey Raised 

 

Julie Weber, Section Chief ................................................................................................................. (202) 317-0165 

 

Cost of Pollination, Egg Products, Honey, Honey Bee Colonies, Milk Production 



  

  

Access to NASS Reports 
 
For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways: 

 

➢ All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov. 

 

➢ The national specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free subscription, visit 

www.nass.usda.gov and click on “National” in upper right corner above “search” box to create an account and 

select the reports you would like to receive. 

 

➢ Economics, Statistics, and Market Information (ESMIS) – National Agricultural Library (NAL) website houses 

NASS’s and other agency archived reports at https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. All email subscriptions containing 

reports will be sent from https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. To receive the reports via e-mail, you will have to go to the 

website, create a new account and subscribe to the reports. You should whitelist 

notifications@esmis.nal.usda.gov in your email client to avoid the emails going into spam/junk folders.  

 

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540, 

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@usda.gov.  

 

If you have specific questions you would like an expert to respond to, please visit our “Ask A Specialist” website at 

www.nass.usda.gov/Contact_Us/Ask_a_Specialist.  

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 

programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital 

status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation 

for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 

programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 

print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at 

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 

program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 

found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to 

USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 

(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 

the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 

690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/
mailto:notifications@esmis.nal.usda.gov
mailto:nass@usda.gov
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Contact_Us/Ask_a_Specialist/index.php
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 USDA Virtual Data Users’ Meeting 

October 14, 2026 
12:00 PM ET 

 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will host a 

virtual USDA Fall Data Users’ Meeting on October 14, 2026, starting at 12:00 p.m. ET. This Data Users’ 

Meeting is free of charge and open to the public.  

  

The event is regularly held to share recent and pending updates to USDA data and statistical products with the 

public and to solicit input on agency programs important to agriculture. It is organized by NASS in cooperation 

with the World Agricultural Outlook Board, Farm Service Agency, Economic Research Service, Agricultural 

Marketing Service, Foreign Agricultural Service, and the U.S. Census Bureau. Leaders from each agency will 

be available to take questions and comments. 

  

To view the complete agenda and register for the meeting, please visit www.nass.usda.gov/go/data_users. For 

more information, contact Shareefah Williams at Shareefah.williams@usda.gov . 

 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2Fgo%2Fdata_users&data=05%7C02%7Cvincent.davis%40usda.gov%7Cc3497356f6244afcc0a308df19771a40%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C639257671519552043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=alucpFx5e6jdmUY2hL0nUjZz3fdMq3gPhwJ0u90u%2FDM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Shareefah.williams@usda.gov

