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United States and Canadian Cattle Inventory Up 1 Percent

All cattle and calves in the United States and Canada combined totaled 106 million head on July 1, 2026, up 1 percent
from the 106 million head on July 1, 2025. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 42.6 million head, were up slightly

from a year ago.

All cattle and calves in the United States as of July 1,2026, totaled 94.2 million head, up slightly from the
94.0 million head on July 1, 2025. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 38.1 million head, were unchanged from a year

ago.

All cattle and calves in Canada as of July 1, 2026, totaled 12.1 million head, up 3 percent from the 11.7 million head on
July 1, 2025. All cows and heifers that have calved, at 4.49 million head, were up 2 percent from a year ago.



Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States and Canada: July 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024 '
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
Cattle aNd CAIVES .......uvuieiiiiiiiiii 113,345.0 110,580.0 107,485.0 (NA)
Cows and heifers that have calved ...........cccccoueiiiii 45,356.6 44,243.0 42,924.8 (NA)
Beef cows 34,876.3 33,871.3 32,559.2 (NA)
Milk cows 10,480.3 10,371.7 10,365.6 (NA)
Allothercattle .......cooooeiiiiiii 67,988.4 66,337.0 64,560.2 (NA)
Calf CTOP 2 ..ottt ene e 39,613.3 38,863.3 37,827.9 37,567.1

(NA) Not available.
12024 United States Cattle report not conducted due to reduced funding.
2 January to December calf crop.
Sources: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States and Canada: July 1, 2025 and 2026

[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]

Class 2025 2026 Percent of
previous year
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
Cattle aNd CAIVES ........uuuveiiiiiiiiiiii e 105,730.0 106,300.0 101
Cows and heifers that have calved 42,517.6 42,5931 100
Beef COWS ..o 32,093.4 31,960.1 100
Milk cows 10,424.2 10,633.0 102
All Other Cattle ......oooiviiiiiiieee e 63,212.4 63,706.9 101
Calf CIOP 1 ettt 37,136.2 (X)
(X) Not applicable.
" January to December calf crop.
Sources: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.
2 United States and Canadian Cattle (August 2026)

USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service



Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States: July 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024 1
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)

Cattle aNd CAIVES .......ueeieiei s 100,700.0 98,300.0 95,400.0 (NA)
Cows and heifers that have calved .............ccooiiiiiiii e 40,600.0 39,600.0 38,400.0 (NA)

BEEF COWS .t 31,100.0 30,200.0 29,000.0 (NA)

MITK COWS ..ot 9,500.0 9,400.0 9,400.0 (NA)
Heifers 500 pounds @nd OVET ..........oooiuiiiiiiieiiiieiee et ee e e 15,800.0 15,400.0 14,900.0 (NA)

For beef cow replacement ............coooueiiiiiiiiiii 4,200.0 4,000.0 3,800.0 (NA)

For milk cow replacement ... 3,800.0 3,700.0 3,500.0 (NA)

Other NEIFEIS ... 7,800.0 7,700.0 7,600.0 (NA)
Steers 500 pounds and over ... 14,600.0 14,300.0 14,000.0 (NA)
Bulls 500 pounds and over ..... 2,000.0 2,000.0 1,900.0 (NA)
Calves under 500 POUNGAS .......cooiuuiieiiiiieeiiiie et ritee e eeee e e e aieee e 27,700.0 27,000.0 26,200.0 (NA)
Calf CrOP 2 .ottt ettt 35,130.9 34,439.5 33,563.0 33,416.5
(NA) Not available.

12024 United States Cattle report not conducted due to reduced funding.
2 January to December calf crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service.
Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States: July 1, 2025 and 2026
Class 2025 2026 Percent of
previous year
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)

Cattle anNd CAIVES .......uuuuuiiiiiiiiiie e 94,000.0 94,200.0 100
Cows and heifers that have calved ............ccccociiiiiiiiiniinien 38,100.0 38,100.0 100

Beef Cows 28,650.0 28,450.0 99

Milk Cows 9,450.0 9,650.0 102
Heifers 500 pounds and OVET ..........ccccveiiiiiiniiiieiniiee e 14,600.0 14,700.0 101

For beef cow replacement ... 3,700.0 3,800.0 103

For milk cow replacement ... 3,500.0 3,600.0 103

Other NEIfEIS ...t 7,400.0 7,300.0 99
Steers 500 pounds and OVET ..........cooiuiieiiiiieiiiee e 13,800.0 13,900.0 101
Bulls 500 pounds @nd OVET .........ccerieiieeiiieieeeieesee e 1,900.0 1,900.0 100
Calves under 500 POUNS ......ocuveerieriieeriieiiee e e niee e snee e e 25,600.0 25,600.0 100
Calf CIOP 1 et 32,995.6 32,500.0 98

" January to December calf crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service.

United States and Canadian Cattle (August 2026)
USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service



Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — Canada: July 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
Cattle and CAIVES ......oooiiiiiiiii e 12,645.0 12,280.0 12,085.0 11,770.0
Cows and heifers that have calved ..............ccoiiiiiiiiic e 4,756.6 4,643.0 4,524.8 4,411.0
BEEF COWS ... 3,776.3 3,671.3 3,5659.2 3,440.5
MILK COWS ...t 980.3 971.7 965.6 970.5
Heifers 1 year and OVEr ..........oeiiiiiiiee e 1,978.8 1,878.0 1,863.0 1,841.5
For beef cow replacement .............coocuviiiee i 671.6 606.8 581.6 588.6
For milk cow replacement ... 430.0 418.5 410.3 406.5
Other NEIEIS ... 877.2 852.7 871.1 846.4
Steers 1 year and over .. 1,635.6 1,606.9 1,624.0 1,622.0
Bulls 1 year and over .... 2234 219.3 213.0 204.4
CalVeS UNAEE 1 YEAI ...couviiiiiiiieiiiie ettt 4,050.6 3,932.8 3,860.2 3,691.1
Calf CTOP 1 ettt 4,482.4 4,423.8 4,264.9 4,150.6
" January to December calf crop.
Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.
Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — Canada: July 1, 2025 and 2026
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]
Class 2025 2026 Pe!'cent of
previous year
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
Cattle and CaAIVES ......cooiiiiiiiiiii e 11,730.0 12,100.0 103
Cows and heifers that have calved .............cccocoiiiiiiiinii e, 4,417.6 4,493.1 102
Beef cows 3,443.4 3,510.1 102
Milk cows 974.2 983.0 101
Heifers 1 year and OVET .........coooiiiiiiiiieiiie e 1,819.5 1,888.8 104
For beef cow replacement ... 599.7 633.6 106
For milk cow replacement ... 408.6 413.5 101
Other REIEIS ... 811.2 841.7 104
Steers 1 year @nd OVET ........c.eiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiie e 1,556.3 1,609.2 103
Bulls 1 year and OVEI ........coiiuiiiiiiiiieeee e 204.5 206.6 101
Calves UNAEr 1 Y AN ......euiiiiie e e e e e e e e 3,732.1 3,902.3 105
Calf CTOP " ettt 4,140.6 (X)

(X) Not applicable.
" January to December calf crop.
Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.

United States and Canadian Cattle (August 2026)
USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service



This publication is a result of a joint effort by Statistics Canada and NASS to release the number of cattle and calves by
class and calf crop for both countries within one publication. This information was requested by the United States cattle
industry to provide producers additional information about potential beef supplies. United States inventory numbers were
previously released on July 24, 2026. Canadian inventory numbers were previously released on August 24, 2026.

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service - Estimation Branch Contacts

For more information about specific data items, please contact the Estimation Branch staff members below. You can also
email inquiries to nass@usda.gov.

Anthony Prillaman, Associate Deputy Administrator.................cccooviiiiiiiieiiieniieee e (202) 720-2127

Darin Jantzi, Section Chief ... e et (701) 412-5953
Broiler Hatchery, Chicken Hatchery, Eggs, Hogs and Pigs, Layers, Sheep and Goats
Jeff Lemmons, Section Chief...............ccoooiiiiiiiii et eaeee e (202) 973-3272

Cattle, Cattle on Feed, Capacity of Refrigerated Warehouses, Cold Storage

Fleming Gibson, Section Chief (ACtING)............coooiiiiiiiiiiie e (202) 236-2428
Catfish, Census of Aquaculture, Dairy Products, Livestock Slaughter, Poultry Slaughter, Trout, Turkey Hatchery,
Turkey Raised

Julie Weber, Section Chief ..o e eaveeens (202) 317-0165

Cost of Pollination, Egg Products, Honey, Honey Bee Colonies, Milk Production

United States and Canadian Cattle (August 2026)
USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service



Access to NASS Reports
For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways:

» All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov.

» The national specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free subscription, visit
www.nass.usda.gov and click on “National” in upper right corner above “search” box to create an account and
select the reports you would like to receive.

» Economics, Statistics, and Market Information (ESMIS) — National Agricultural Library (NAL) website houses
NASS’s and other agency archived reports at https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. All email subscriptions containing
reports will be sent from https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. To receive the reports via e-mail, you will have to go to the
website, create a new account and subscribe to the reports. You should whitelist
notifications(@esmis.nal.usda.gov in your email client to avoid the emails going into spam/junk folders.

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540,
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@usda.gov.

If you have specific questions you would like an expert to respond to, please visit our “Ask A Specialist” website at
www.nass.usda.gov/Contact Us/Ask a Specialist.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202)
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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