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mid a record-setting Western warm spell, mountain 
snowpack continued to prematurely melt, leaving 

many Southwestern peaks barren and resulting in peak 
accumulations having occurred more than a month earlier 
than normal in some drainage basins.  The California 
Department of Water Resources indicated than the water 
equivalency of the Sierra Nevada snowpack had fallen 
below 5 inches (less than 20 percent of normal) by March 
30, down from 15 inches at the beginning of the month.  One 
of the few areas reporting meaningful late-March 
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(Continued from front cover) 
precipitation stretched from the eastern 
Corn Belt into southern New England, 
where as much as 1 to 3 inches fell.  On 
March 22 and 26, severe weather 
outbreaks across the lower Midwest and 
environs led to localized wind and hail 
damage.  Dry weather covered the 
remainder of the country, aside from 
scattered showers across Florida’s 
peninsula and periodic precipitation in 
the northern Rockies and Pacific 
Northwest.  Pervasive drought from the 
central and southern Plains into the 
Southeast maintained stress on some 
rangeland, pastures, and winter wheat, 
with declining crop conditions reported 
during March due to lack of moisture and 
wild temperature extremes, including 
alternating spells of freezes and record-
setting heat.  Weekly temperatures 
broadly averaged at least 10°F above 
normal from California to the High 
Plains, excluding Montana.  A separate 
area of similar warmth spanned the 
South, except along and near the Gulf Coast.  Meanwhile, near- 
or below-normal temperatures were limited to the nation’s 
northern tier.  In fact, the only area reporting significantly 
cooler-than-normal weather—with readings as much as 5°F 
below normal—was northern New England. 
 
East of the Rockies, a pair of short-lived cool outbreaks peaked 
early and late in the week.  During both events, freezes were 
reported as far south as the central Plains, Ohio Valley, and 
middle Atlantic States.  However, readings below 32°F did not 
reach the South, leaving unharmed those winter grains and fruit 
crops that escaped freeze injury during a more significant mid-
March cold snap.  Between cool spells, hundreds of additional 
daily high temperatures records were set in various parts of the 
country.  Several locations, including Midland, TX (99°F), and 
Indianapolis, IN (88°F), achieved monthly records on March 22.  
Three days later, on the 25th, monthly record highs on the High 
Plains surged to 98°F in Roswell, NM; 94°F in Goodland, KS; 
92°F in Scottsbluff, NE; and 87°F in Denver, CO.  Record-
shattering heat lingered through March 26 from the central and 
southern Plains into the Midwest.  On that date, Medicine 
Lodge, KS (103°F), set a preliminary monthly state record that 
had been previously set near Plainville with a high of 101°F on 
March 21, 2026.  Other monthly record highs established on 
March 26 included 102°F in Borger, TX; 96°F in Topeka, KS; 
and 92°F in Springfield, IL.  Springfield’s former standard of 
91°F had been established on March 21, 1907.  Alamosa, CO, 
achieved daily-record highs each day from March 18-30, except 
the 27th, with the temperature peaking at 83°F (a monthly record 
by 7°F) on the 21st.  Late in the week, lingering heat was mostly 
limited to the West, where Phoenix, AZ, recorded its ninth triple-
digit reading (102°F on March 27) of the month.  Prior to this year, 
the only 100-degree March reading in Phoenix during the last 130 
years occurred on March 26, 1988. 
 

Precipitation highlights were limited, although New 
Philadelphia, OH, collected a record-setting sum (1.24 inches) 
for March 26.  In West Virginia, daily-record amounts for March 
27 included 1.34 inches in Morgantown and 0.87 inch in 
Clarksburg.  Through the 28th, the month-to-date total of 6.18 
inches in Pittsburgh, PA, clipped its March 1967 record of 6.10 
inches.  Earlier, enough precipitation had clipped the Pacific 
Northwest to result in a daily-record sum (0.99 inch) for Seattle, 
WA, on March 24.  However, a bigger story was the impact of 
March dryness across the nation’s southwestern quadrant, 
especially when combined with early-season heat.  Through 
March 28, locations on the High Plains awaiting their first 
measurable precipitation of the month included Childress, 
Dalhart, Lubbock, and Midland, TX; Guymon and Hobart, 
OK; Burlington, La Junta, Lamar, and Trinidad, CO; and 
Dodge City, Garden City, and Goodland, KS. 
 
Cold, dry conditions covered much of the southern half of 
Alaska, while mild weather was confined to the state’s northern 
tier.  McGrath recorded a minimum temperature of 0°F or below 
on each of the first 30 days of the month, breaking a March 1972 
record of 29 such days.  Meanwhile in southeastern Alaska, 
Juneau received a final round of snow (9.3 inches) from March 
22-24, leaving the month-to-date total at 69.5 inches.  Previously, 
Juneau’s snowiest March had occurred in 2007, with 62.7 inches.  
Late in the week, milder air began to overspread western Alaska, 
excluding the Aleutians.  Farther south, Hawaii settled into a 
favorably drier regime, following recent downpours.  Despite a 
mostly dry week, March 1-28 rainfall at the state’s major airport 
observation sites ranged from 13.27 inches (116 percent of 
normal) at Hilo, on the Big Island, to 21.10 inches (876 percent) 
in Kahului, Maui.  Prior to this year, Kahului’s highest March 
rainfall had been 10.90 inches in 1967, while the highest total 
during any month had been 14.46 inches in January 1980. 
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AK ANCHORAGE      28 10 31 6 19 -9 0.00 -0.14 0.00 0.34 54 4.29 190 83 36 0 7 0 0
BARROW         7 -7 21 -22 0 0 0.00 -0.04 0.00 1.76 900 5.80 900 88 73 0 7 0 0
FAIRBANKS      20 -19 25 -23 1 -15 0.00 -0.08 0.00 1.22 338 5.29 355 89 33 0 7 0 0
JUNEAU         34 20 35 11 27 -8 0.37 -0.40 0.22 5.56 165 17.63 128 90 44 0 7 3 0
KODIAK         34 23 38 15 29 -5 0.00 -1.15 0.00 2.03 47 16.94 89 68 38 0 7 0 0
NOME           20 4 26 -11 12 1 0.06 -0.09 0.06 0.31 46 3.58 137 99 67 0 7 1 0

AL BIRMINGHAM     78 53 85 43 65 7 0.00 -1.20 0.00 4.80 93 14.75 97 77 36 0 0 0 0
HUNTSVILLE     75 50 85 40 62 6 0.00 -1.20 0.00 4.07 83 11.87 79 79 38 0 0 0 0
MOBILE         81 59 85 57 70 7 0.00 -1.21 0.00 3.54 72 7.27 48 95 41 0 0 0 0
MONTGOMERY     81 53 86 45 67 6 0.00 -1.07 0.00 1.43 30 9.09 63 89 37 0 0 0 0

AR FORT SMITH     79 54 95 47 66 10 0.11 -0.80 0.11 1.31 40 4.43 50 78 31 2 0 1 0
LITTLE ROCK    76 53 90 41 65 9 0.10 -0.97 0.10 2.24 50 7.79 65 78 34 1 0 1 0

AZ FLAGSTAFF      75 34 77 30 55 15 0.00 -0.34 0.00 0.02 1 2.56 42 55 11 0 3 0 0
PHOENIX        100 69 102 66 85 16 0.00 -0.14 0.00 0.13 16 0.61 24 24 7 7 0 0 0
PRESCOTT       83 47 85 45 65 15 0.00 -0.18 0.00 0.00 0 1.80 53 41 8 0 0 0 0
TUCSON         96 62 100 59 79 15 0.00 -0.11 0.00 0.31 60 2.00 91 22 6 6 0 0 0

CA BAKERSFIELD    85 59 87 56 72 12 0.00 -0.23 0.00 0.00 0 2.27 66 70 25 0 0 0 0
EUREKA         57 42 63 38 50 0 0.08 -1.17 0.08 0.44 8 10.96 62 97 69 0 0 1 0
FRESNO         85 59 88 57 72 13 0.00 -0.39 0.00 0.00 0 3.48 59 79 29 0 0 0 0
LOS ANGELES    69 59 71 58 64 4 0.00 -0.29 0.00 0.00 0 5.06 67 94 67 0 0 0 0
REDDING        81 53 86 44 67 11 0.00 -0.91 0.00 0.01 0 10.13 64 76 19 0 0 0 0
SACRAMENTO     82 51 85 48 66 10 0.00 -0.52 0.00 0.00 0 5.65 58 85 27 0 0 0 0
SAN DIEGO      71 61 72 60 66 5 0.00 -0.25 0.00 0.00 0 5.32 96 91 64 0 0 0 0
SAN FRANCISCO  73 51 77 49 62 6 0.00 -0.52 0.00 0.05 2 7.45 71 83 30 0 0 0 0
STOCKTON       83 49 86 47 66 8 0.00 -0.39 0.00 0.00 0 5.25 75 92 29 0 0 0 0

CO ALAMOSA        74 28 81 22 51 13 0.00 -0.12 0.00 0.00 0 0.46 43 77 13 0 6 0 0
CO SPRINGS     70 37 83 24 54 10 0.04 -0.16 0.04 1.12 158 2.45 185 66 19 0 2 1 0
DENVER INTL    73 41 87 33 57 13 0.00 -0.23 0.00 0.76 101 1.25 81 61 19 0 0 0 0
GRAND JUNCTION 81 49 88 44 65 17 0.00 -0.20 0.00 0.02 2 0.79 42 35 12 0 0 0 0
PUEBLO         76 38 91 25 57 11 0.00 -0.22 0.00 0.95 131 1.87 139 60 16 2 1 0 0

CT BRIDGEPORT     51 34 64 29 43 0 1.18 0.27 0.91 4.81 129 8.90 89 89 45 0 3 3 1
HARTFORD       51 31 70 24 41 0 1.41 0.57 0.71 4.99 144 10.16 103 85 36 0 5 3 2

DC WASHINGTON     66 40 80 34 53 3 0.17 -0.63 0.13 2.19 69 8.07 93 75 36 0 0 2 0
DE WILMINGTON     62 37 78 31 49 3 0.43 -0.52 0.33 2.57 68 7.17 73 79 38 0 3 2 0
FL DAYTONA BEACH  81 61 86 55 71 5 0.63 -0.20 0.63 2.85 86 4.83 58 97 52 0 0 1 1

JACKSONVILLE   79 58 89 55 68 5 0.01 -0.72 0.01 1.77 59 3.99 43 96 47 0 0 1 0
KEY WEST       82 71 85 68 77 1 0.00 -0.32 0.00 0.00 0 1.21 25 82 55 0 0 0 0
MIAMI          83 65 85 59 74 0 0.00 -0.60 0.00 4.06 186 6.26 101 84 47 0 0 0 0
ORLANDO        85 62 88 56 74 5 0.36 -0.36 0.36 1.43 52 2.63 36 95 39 0 0 1 0
PENSACOLA      79 61 85 60 70 6 0.00 -1.17 0.00 2.09 44 8.47 58 94 48 0 0 0 0
TALLAHASSEE    82 57 88 52 70 7 0.00 -1.02 0.00 1.98 41 7.31 54 95 40 0 0 0 0
TAMPA          83 64 89 57 73 4 0.21 -0.39 0.20 2.54 112 5.63 74 95 51 0 0 2 0
WEST PALM BEACH 84 63 85 58 73 1 0.00 -0.75 0.00 3.02 101 4.33 47 86 41 0 0 0 0

GA ATHENS         76 51 86 44 64 6 0.00 -0.91 0.00 2.39 60 7.89 62 78 34 0 0 0 0
ATLANTA        77 53 84 49 65 7 0.00 -0.99 0.00 4.46 104 10.44 77 72 33 0 0 0 0
AUGUSTA        79 53 88 42 66 6 0.00 -0.88 0.00 1.93 52 8.31 74 81 30 0 0 0 0
COLUMBUS       80 54 86 52 67 6 0.00 -1.04 0.00 2.17 48 9.94 75 79 34 0 0 0 0
MACON          78 52 88 43 65 5 0.00 -0.94 0.00 1.61 41 7.39 59 85 38 0 0 0 0
SAVANNAH       78 56 89 51 67 5 0.00 -0.78 0.00 0.48 15 3.42 37 85 36 0 0 0 0

HI HILO           77 66 79 61 72 0 2.00 -0.63 0.89 15.99 139 39.76 134 91 70 0 0 7 1
HONOLULU       80 69 82 66 75 -1 0.31 -0.16 0.15 13.72 633 17.65 296 82 54 0 0 3 0
KAHULUI        77 68 79 66 73 -2 4.13 3.58 3.17 21.11 874 25.41 371 91 68 0 0 6 1
LIHUE          78 68 79 66 73 0 0.96 -0.26 0.36 14.79 285 22.57 195 84 59 0 0 5 0

IA BURLINGTON     52 33 65 30 42 -1 0.00 -0.31 0.00 2.87 150 3.82 75 70 42 0 1 0 0
CEDAR RAPIDS   60 28 77 13 44 3 0.00 -0.46 0.00 1.03 59 1.98 50 77 30 0 3 0 0
DES MOINES     64 34 78 24 49 5 0.00 -0.53 0.00 2.28 119 3.96 91 73 30 0 3 0 0
DUBUQUE        57 28 73 17 42 3 0.04 -0.52 0.04 2.30 116 3.77 77 80 36 0 5 1 0
SIOUX CITY     61 26 80 18 44 3 0.00 -0.47 0.00 1.66 109 1.97 64 78 27 0 6 0 0
WATERLOO       57 27 70 13 42 1 0.00 -0.50 0.00 2.30 133 4.78 120 85 36 0 5 0 0

ID BOISE          67 40 75 33 53 6 0.00 -0.33 0.00 0.68 57 2.63 73 61 21 0 0 0 0
LEWISTON       58 40 63 31 49 1 0.15 -0.17 0.08 2.90 250 5.35 161 82 39 0 1 2 0
POCATELLO      66 33 75 20 50 8 0.00 -0.27 0.00 0.63 57 2.47 78 70 20 0 3 0 0

IL CHICAGO/O_HARE 57 31 72 24 44 2 0.26 -0.31 0.26 4.84 221 6.20 101 73 34 0 6 1 0
MOLINE         62 32 80 20 47 4 0.00 -0.58 0.00 0.00 0 0.49 8 75 32 0 4 0 0
PEORIA         63 34 87 26 48 3 0.49 -0.13 0.49 3.73 155 4.90 76 75 34 0 4 1 0
ROCKFORD       58 30 73 19 44 3 0.15 -0.43 0.15 3.17 149 4.62 86 74 34 0 4 1 0
SPRINGFIELD    66 34 92 27 50 3 0.73 0.07 0.54 7.63 310 8.75 136 76 31 1 3 2 1

IN EVANSVILLE     71 41 88 33 56 6 0.05 -1.01 0.05 4.92 118 7.92 73 75 37 0 0 1 0
FORT WAYNE     58 32 82 21 45 3 1.35 0.67 1.16 3.05 122 6.04 85 85 42 0 4 3 1
INDIANAPOLIS   64 36 88 29 50 4 1.50 0.60 0.81 7.77 236 11.02 124 85 39 0 3 3 1
SOUTH BEND     55 29 77 20 42 2 0.32 -0.19 0.26 5.30 250 8.84 124 82 40 0 4 2 0

KS CONCORDIA      72 35 95 28 53 6 0.00 -0.43 0.00 0.30 23 2.37 83 67 21 1 4 0 0
DODGE CITY     73 40 94 30 57 8 0.00 -0.35 0.00 0.00 0 1.44 59 67 22 2 1 0 0
GOODLAND       72 36 94 32 54 10 0.00 -0.23 0.00 0.00 0 1.20 77 63 19 1 1 0 0
TOPEKA         73 35 96 23 54 5 0.00 -0.56 0.00 1.16 58 3.93 94 77 25 2 4 0 0

Based on 1991-2020 normals *** Not Available

National Weather Data for Selected Cities
Weather Data for the Week Ending March 28, 2026

  Accessible Data Available from the Climate Prediction Center

PRECIP
STATES      

AND       
STATIONS

RELATIVE 
HUMIDITY 
PERCENT

 TEMP. ˚F TEMPERATURE  ˚F PRECIPITATION
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WICHITA        73 45 95 36 58 8 0.16 -0.41 0.16 2.54 124 4.15 101 74 28 1 0 1 0

KY LEXINGTON      67 40 84 27 53 5 0.40 -0.57 0.34 3.08 76 8.50 76 79 41 0 4 2 0
LOUISVILLE     70 44 89 34 57 6 0.28 -0.74 0.20 5.52 132 8.80 80 77 35 0 0 2 0
PADUCAH        73 45 87 36 59 7 0.00 -1.02 0.00 4.31 102 6.40 53 70 32 0 0 0 0

LA BATON ROUGE    83 58 85 54 70 7 0.00 -1.00 0.00 4.72 117 13.12 88 92 39 0 0 0 0
LAKE CHARLES   80 56 83 54 68 3 0.00 -0.89 0.00 1.34 40 7.36 59 95 49 0 0 0 0
NEW ORLEANS    80 62 82 57 71 5 0.00 -0.98 0.00 3.43 87 8.72 65 93 46 0 0 0 0
SHREVEPORT     81 58 88 52 69 8 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 87 38 0 0 *** ***

MA BOSTON         48 33 63 27 41 0 1.07 0.07 0.52 3.59 95 7.24 69 83 44 0 4 4 1
WORCESTER      46 28 61 21 37 -1 1.12 0.16 0.52 4.28 112 10.38 98 90 40 0 5 4 1

MD BALTIMORE      65 38 80 28 52 5 0.47 -0.43 0.27 2.69 73 7.61 79 80 34 0 1 2 0

ME CARIBOU        32 14 39 3 23 -5 0.23 -0.37 0.20 3.36 133 6.45 81 83 39 0 7 2 0
PORTLAND       42 27 50 17 34 -3 0.75 -0.19 0.54 3.46 93 7.28 67 93 53 0 6 5 1

MI ALPENA         38 18 47 12 28 -5 0.14 -0.29 0.08 3.75 233 8.73 176 91 49 0 7 3 0
GRAND RAPIDS   52 27 66 21 39 0 0.00 -0.57 0.00 0.57 27 4.00 59 83 41 0 6 0 0
HOUGHTON LAKE  41 21 57 15 31 -2 0.40 -0.04 0.25 3.06 196 7.30 156 91 47 0 7 4 0
LANSING        50 26 65 19 38 -1 0.46 -0.05 0.39 2.70 143 6.19 109 83 43 0 7 2 0
MUSKEGON       48 26 60 20 37 -2 0.44 -0.13 0.44 6.10 286 12.03 180 76 45 0 7 1 0
TRAVERSE CITY  40 24 56 21 32 -3 0.33 -0.05 0.18 3.33 244 6.73 165 88 47 0 7 4 0

MN DULUTH         40 21 60 11 31 0 0.04 -0.33 0.04 1.56 120 4.48 138 85 41 0 7 1 0
INT_L FALLS    37 17 46 8 27 -1 0.15 -0.13 0.08 0.70 78 2.47 104 91 43 0 7 2 0
MINNEAPOLIS    53 30 72 21 42 4 0.00 -0.45 0.00 1.15 79 3.35 103 70 35 0 5 0 0
ROCHESTER      50 28 66 17 39 3 0.00 -0.54 0.00 2.02 116 3.61 96 82 46 0 5 0 0
ST. CLOUD      51 24 72 17 38 4 0.29 -0.12 0.29 1.58 116 2.51 90 86 40 0 6 1 0

MO COLUMBIA       70 39 93 28 55 5 0.35 -0.35 0.35 3.53 133 5.46 79 75 30 1 2 1 0
KANSAS CITY    70 38 93 28 54 6 0.21 -0.37 0.20 2.44 116 4.40 93 72 29 1 2 2 0
SAINT LOUIS    71 41 93 31 56 6 0.34 -0.54 0.34 5.30 171 7.80 98 70 30 2 1 1 0
SPRINGFIELD    73 45 89 35 59 8 0.03 -0.79 0.03 3.72 118 6.79 84 72 30 0 0 1 0

MS JACKSON        80 56 86 47 68 8 0.00 -1.31 0.00 3.17 62 9.53 61 85 37 0 0 0 0
MERIDIAN       79 53 84 43 66 5 0.00 -1.17 0.00 4.28 82 11.73 72 94 36 0 0 0 0
TUPELO         77 49 88 41 63 6 0.00 -1.18 0.00 1.40 28 9.60 64 83 36 0 0 0 0

MT BILLINGS       65 34 78 21 49 9 0.00 -0.25 0.00 1.03 134 1.70 90 69 16 0 2 0 0
BUTTE          56 23 63 13 40 5 0.02 -0.15 0.02 0.50 90 1.23 87 74 20 0 5 1 0
CUT BANK       52 19 61 8 36 1 0.00 -0.10 0.00 0.32 102 0.34 44 86 23 0 7 0 0
GLASGOW        52 23 66 9 38 1 0.20 0.07 0.14 0.86 207 1.23 103 90 35 0 7 3 0
GREAT FALLS    59 28 66 16 43 6 0.00 -0.19 0.00 1.51 261 2.18 126 75 19 0 4 0 0
HAVRE          54 21 64 10 38 1 0.09 -0.05 0.04 0.52 118 0.67 53 89 23 0 7 3 0
MISSOULA       60 30 75 20 45 5 0.00 -0.22 0.00 2.37 290 4.06 152 92 27 0 5 0 0

NC ASHEVILLE      71 42 84 35 56 6 0.00 -0.87 0.00 1.88 55 7.96 72 80 30 0 0 0 0
CHARLOTTE      75 50 87 39 62 7 0.00 -0.84 0.00 1.50 41 5.56 54 69 28 0 0 0 0
GREENSBORO     72 45 86 36 58 5 0.53 -0.31 0.41 2.07 62 8.23 86 74 29 0 0 2 0
HATTERAS       65 48 73 41 57 1 0.14 -0.87 0.14 2.06 50 7.95 59 89 58 0 0 1 0
RALEIGH        73 45 88 34 59 5 0.43 -0.49 0.43 1.56 42 5.76 58 83 32 0 0 1 0
WILMINGTON     75 47 90 36 61 4 0.08 -0.79 0.08 2.28 63 6.50 59 90 40 1 0 1 0

ND BISMARCK       53 25 74 15 39 5 0.01 -0.20 0.01 0.49 66 1.91 109 85 35 0 6 1 0
DICKINSON      55 25 66 11 40 5 0.04 -0.13 0.04 0.24 50 0.35 34 90 35 0 6 1 0
FARGO          44 24 59 16 34 2 0.04 -0.27 0.04 0.24 21 2.01 80 88 50 0 7 1 0
GRAND FORKS    39 23 51 17 31 1 0.00 -0.22 0.00 0.45 55 2.25 123 91 55 0 7 0 0
JAMESTOWN      46 24 61 15 35 3 0.09 -0.09 0.08 0.09 15 0.09 7 93 47 0 7 2 0

NE GRAND ISLAND   68 31 89 24 50 5 0.00 -0.37 0.00 0.14 11 0.83 32 70 21 0 6 0 0
LINCOLN        67 29 86 18 48 3 0.00 -0.41 0.00 0.38 28 1.90 63 76 24 0 5 0 0
NORFOLK        62 27 84 20 45 3 0.00 -0.39 0.00 0.84 67 1.46 54 76 25 0 6 0 0
NORTH PLATTE   70 32 90 22 51 8 0.00 -0.26 0.00 0.39 45 1.03 56 71 20 1 3 0 0
OMAHA          64 31 82 23 48 3 0.00 -0.48 0.00 0.93 59 2.06 63 75 28 0 5 0 0
SCOTTSBLUFF    72 37 92 31 54 11 0.00 -0.27 0.00 0.43 49 1.04 57 63 21 1 1 0 0
VALENTINE      66 30 86 25 48 7 0.00 -0.26 0.00 0.41 46 1.20 66 72 24 0 4 0 0

NH CONCORD        46 26 64 17 36 0 0.74 -0.02 0.20 4.26 143 9.17 107 88 39 0 6 4 0

NJ ATLANTIC_CITY  59 35 76 27 47 2 0.31 -0.66 0.22 1.76 42 6.33 59 83 42 0 3 2 0
NEWARK         58 37 77 31 48 2 0.52 -0.41 0.34 3.93 104 8.57 84 77 33 0 2 4 0

NM ALBUQUERQUE    80 50 88 39 65 13 0.00 -0.11 0.00 0.00 0 1.35 112 39 15 0 0 0 0

NV ELY            74 34 80 25 55 15 0.00 -0.24 0.00 0.27 30 1.96 79 60 15 0 2 0 0
LAS VEGAS      93 69 96 68 81 18 0.00 -0.07 0.00 0.00 0 0.74 42 25 9 7 0 0 0
RENO           75 46 82 42 60 12 0.00 -0.13 0.00 0.00 0 1.66 54 54 14 0 0 0 0
WINNEMUCCA     74 36 82 25 55 11 0.00 -0.21 0.00 0.06 8 1.74 71 58 12 0 2 0 0

NY ALBANY         48 28 68 19 38 -1 1.03 0.33 0.67 2.79 99 6.68 87 83 40 0 6 3 1
BINGHAMTON     46 26 70 15 36 1 1.49 0.77 0.75 5.35 196 10.04 129 90 47 0 6 5 2
BUFFALO        43 26 56 22 35 -3 1.36 0.72 0.91 4.66 179 9.91 117 86 49 0 6 2 1
ROCHESTER      46 27 67 21 36 -2 1.21 0.65 0.79 4.03 179 10.03 145 87 44 0 6 3 1
SYRACUSE       47 27 67 20 37 0 1.36 0.65 0.83 4.65 170 11.44 147 86 42 0 6 2 2

OH AKRON-CANTON   54 29 76 18 41 -1 2.10 1.35 1.37 4.40 152 8.04 97 91 47 0 4 4 1
CINCINNATI     64 38 86 30 51 4 0.98 0.03 0.36 6.30 168 9.15 89 81 38 0 2 3 0
CLEVELAND      52 29 77 19 40 -1 1.35 0.63 1.03 3.67 133 6.65 80 88 46 0 5 3 1
COLUMBUS       60 35 86 25 47 3 2.26 1.41 0.92 5.82 179 10.28 118 84 39 0 4 3 3
DAYTON         60 33 86 25 47 1 1.72 0.89 0.81 5.81 186 9.46 110 85 39 0 4 3 1
MANSFIELD      53 29 77 21 41 0 2.47 1.70 1.56 4.78 160 7.28 83 90 48 0 4 4 2

Based on 1991-2020 normals *** Not Available

Weather Data for the Week Ending March 28, 2026
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TOLEDO         54 30 78 19 42 -1 1.05 0.45 0.98 5.02 215 7.06 101 85 40 0 4 2 1
YOUNGSTOWN     54 27 77 17 40 0 1.57 0.84 1.09 4.11 143 7.81 92 94 43 0 5 4 1

OK OKLAHOMA CITY  79 51 91 44 65 11 0.01 -0.61 0.01 0.84 37 2.28 45 74 25 2 0 1 0
TULSA          77 52 92 43 65 10 0.00 -0.75 0.00 1.33 48 3.00 50 65 27 2 0 0 0

OR ASTORIA        53 36 59 32 45 -2 1.03 -0.70 0.74 9.96 138 20.46 93 95 56 0 3 3 1
BURNS          64 25 71 14 44 4 0.00 -0.23 0.00 0.44 51 2.28 72 80 18 0 5 0 0
EUGENE         59 34 64 29 47 -1 0.13 -0.88 0.13 1.88 44 11.11 74 97 47 0 2 1 0
MEDFORD        70 40 79 35 55 6 0.18 -0.22 0.13 0.76 46 5.19 82 87 24 0 0 2 0
PENDLETON      59 35 68 26 47 1 0.10 -0.20 0.10 0.62 51 1.03 26 86 33 0 3 1 0
PORTLAND       60 40 68 32 50 0 0.37 -0.50 0.30 5.27 145 13.05 105 87 40 0 1 2 0
SALEM          60 36 66 31 48 -1 0.33 -0.59 0.23 3.25 81 10.57 72 93 43 0 1 2 0

PA ALLENTOWN      58 33 76 25 46 2 1.26 0.44 0.65 5.60 170 8.87 94 90 38 0 5 4 1
ERIE           48 28 70 21 38 -1 0.78 0.08 0.70 3.69 132 8.64 99 86 43 0 5 3 1
MIDDLETOWN     62 36 80 30 49 4 1.21 0.35 0.43 4.92 148 8.82 98 86 35 0 4 4 0
PHILADELPHIA   62 39 78 33 51 4 0.42 -0.47 0.26 2.21 61 6.13 64 76 35 0 0 2 0
PITTSBURGH     59 33 84 21 46 3 3.30 2.60 1.70 6.51 229 11.04 131 86 37 0 4 4 2
WILKES-BARRE   53 31 72 20 42 1 1.67 1.02 0.85 4.98 200 7.83 109 84 40 0 5 4 2
WILLIAMSPORT   56 31 77 24 43 1 1.54 0.81 0.76 4.57 163 7.54 93 89 36 0 4 4 2

RI PROVIDENCE     50 34 63 28 42 0 1.77 0.61 0.97 5.79 131 10.97 92 85 43 0 3 3 2
SC CHARLESTON     78 54 90 45 66 5 0.00 -0.76 0.00 0.50 16 5.40 57 84 36 1 0 0 0

COLUMBIA       79 53 88 45 66 7 0.00 -0.75 0.00 0.87 26 6.22 61 75 28 0 0 0 0
FLORENCE       78 49 91 36 64 5 0.00 -0.72 0.00 0.71 24 5.37 59 85 30 1 0 0 0
GREENVILLE     74 46 85 36 60 5 0.00 -0.97 0.00 3.04 74 8.33 69 78 32 0 0 0 0

SD ABERDEEN       53 22 73 17 38 3 0.04 -0.19 0.04 0.39 49 1.35 69 87 38 0 7 1 0
HURON          59 26 80 18 42 5 0.02 -0.29 0.02 0.62 62 1.22 52 79 32 0 5 1 0
RAPID CITY     64 32 82 20 48 10 0.02 -0.24 0.02 0.44 56 0.81 51 76 29 0 3 1 0
SIOUX FALLS    57 25 80 18 41 2 0.00 -0.45 0.00 0.92 67 1.25 44 78 31 0 5 0 0

TN BRISTOL        71 40 83 32 56 6 0.15 -0.73 0.15 2.39 67 9.78 88 78 33 0 1 1 0
CHATTANOOGA    75 50 87 40 63 7 0.00 -1.17 0.00 3.39 70 9.88 66 72 33 0 0 0 0
KNOXVILLE      73 48 84 38 60 7 0.18 -0.91 0.18 3.94 89 12.31 88 69 34 0 0 1 0
MEMPHIS        75 52 86 43 64 6 0.07 -1.20 0.07 4.32 83 8.96 64 68 31 0 0 1 0
NASHVILLE      75 48 88 37 62 8 0.00 -0.99 0.00 1.74 42 8.14 64 71 32 0 0 0 0

TX ABILENE        82 55 98 47 69 8 0.00 -0.39 0.00 2.81 179 4.92 124 75 36 3 0 0 0
AMARILLO       78 44 99 34 61 8 0.00 -0.32 0.00 0.66 58 1.19 50 60 16 2 0 0 0
AUSTIN         87 62 93 58 75 10 0.00 -0.70 0.00 1.55 59 3.83 53 85 31 2 0 0 0
BEAUMONT       80 59 84 56 70 5 0.00 -0.87 0.00 3.03 93 8.96 76 95 50 0 0 0 0
BROWNSVILLE    87 66 89 63 77 4 0.00 -0.39 0.00 0.00 0 0.26 7 90 45 0 0 0 0
CORPUS CHRISTI 85 62 87 57 74 4 0.03 -0.48 0.03 0.67 31 1.78 37 97 50 0 0 1 0
DEL RIO        87 62 96 53 74 6 0.00 -0.30 0.00 0.00 0 0.50 21 76 30 4 0 0 0
EL PASO        88 53 96 43 71 9 0.00 -0.04 0.00 0.01 5 1.68 163 32 9 4 0 0 0
FORT WORTH     80 60 95 51 70 9 0.01 -0.74 0.01 3.13 104 15.76 190 74 37 1 0 1 0
GALVESTON      77 66 79 63 71 4 0.00 -0.68 0.00 2.02 73 8.65 94 96 66 0 0 0 0
HOUSTON        84 61 86 58 72 7 0.00 -0.80 0.00 3.35 105 7.92 80 96 43 0 0 0 0
LUBBOCK        83 50 98 44 66 11 0.00 -0.27 0.00 0.00 0 1.71 75 56 19 3 0 0 0
MIDLAND        84 56 99 47 70 9 0.00 -0.17 0.00 0.94 157 2.93 159 57 19 4 0 0 0
SAN ANGELO     84 55 98 45 69 8 0.01 -0.32 0.01 0.85 63 1.80 52 78 30 4 0 1 0
SAN ANTONIO    87 62 92 56 74 9 0.00 -0.56 0.00 0.47 22 2.13 36 84 32 2 0 0 0
VICTORIA       83 59 86 56 71 5 0.00 -0.75 0.00 2.61 95 4.15 56 99 45 0 0 0 0
WACO           83 58 92 52 71 10 0.00 -0.69 0.00 0.81 28 3.04 37 82 37 1 0 0 0
WICHITA FALLS  83 53 98 47 68 10 0.00 -0.47 0.00 0.33 18 2.79 63 76 29 3 0 0 0

UT SALT LAKE CITY 73 47 83 37 60 12 0.00 -0.44 0.00 1.31 84 2.81 65 60 21 0 0 0 0
VA LYNCHBURG      70 39 87 32 54 5 0.37 -0.48 0.34 3.14 92 9.13 93 82 28 0 1 2 0

NORFOLK        67 43 84 34 55 2 0.43 -0.40 0.43 1.88 56 7.71 81 87 44 0 0 1 0
RICHMOND       70 39 85 31 54 3 0.39 -0.50 0.39 1.38 37 8.26 87 89 34 0 1 1 0
ROANOKE        70 38 86 33 54 3 0.20 -0.59 0.13 1.95 61 6.81 73 71 29 0 0 2 0
WASH/DULLES    67 37 86 27 52 5 0.31 -0.49 0.24 2.96 93 8.49 97 79 32 0 3 2 0

VT BURLINGTON     40 25 58 18 33 -3 0.30 -0.22 0.14 1.93 95 5.39 91 85 46 0 7 3 0
WA OLYMPIA        55 32 60 26 43 -2 1.27 0.06 1.14 9.18 176 18.26 101 98 50 0 4 2 1

QUILLAYUTE     51 35 55 29 43 -2 0.00 -2.61 0.00 0.00 0 10.81 32 99 56 0 1 0 0
SEATTLE-TACOMA 53 38 58 35 46 -3 1.06 0.16 1.03 6.57 172 14.09 105 89 50 0 0 2 1
SPOKANE        53 33 57 28 44 1 0.26 -0.15 0.26 1.54 92 3.78 74 80 34 0 4 1 0
YAKIMA         60 30 67 22 45 0 0.00 -0.13 0.00 0.44 74 1.99 77 81 26 0 5 0 0

WI EAU CLAIRE     51 25 70 13 38 3 0.13 -0.41 0.13 1.52 89 3.13 81 78 37 0 6 1 0
GREEN BAY      44 27 63 22 35 0 0.14 -0.34 0.14 2.04 119 5.77 133 82 50 0 6 1 0
LA CROSSE      55 30 72 19 42 3 0.00 -0.53 0.00 2.13 121 4.49 107 73 34 0 5 0 0
MADISON        53 28 71 17 41 3 0.30 -0.27 0.30 3.47 176 6.05 122 76 37 0 6 1 0
MILWAUKEE      52 29 71 22 40 1 0.18 -0.37 0.18 3.01 156 5.25 97 74 42 0 6 1 0

WV BECKLEY        65 36 82 25 51 5 0.66 -0.25 0.51 2.42 66 8.70 87 74 36 0 4 2 1
CHARLESTON     69 38 88 27 53 4 0.91 0.03 0.47 3.33 88 8.31 79 88 33 0 3 2 0
ELKINS         67 31 85 22 49 5 0.86 -0.02 0.45 4.78 133 10.35 104 90 36 0 5 2 0
HUNTINGTON     70 42 89 32 56 6 0.63 -0.26 0.44 3.50 92 8.17 79 78 34 0 2 2 0

WY CASPER         68 33 82 25 51 12 0.00 -0.22 0.00 0.31 42 1.00 55 73 21 0 3 0 0
CHEYENNE       67 37 82 27 52 12 0.00 -0.25 0.00 0.87 103 1.40 81 66 25 0 2 0 0
LANDER         68 37 81 28 52 13 0.00 -0.37 0.00 1.12 101 1.57 67 61 20 0 1 0 0
SHERIDAN       64 32 78 23 48 9 0.12 -0.16 0.06 0.96 108 1.89 87 85 29 0 2 2 0

Based on 1991-2020 normals *** Not Available
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 International Weather and Crop Summary 
 

March 22 – 28, 2026 
 International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 
 

EUROPE:  Widespread rain and mountain snow across 
northwestern and southeastern Europe contrasted with dry weather 
in southwestern and northeastern portions of the continent. 
 
WESTERN FSU:  Unseasonably warm and dry weather 
encouraged winter crop green up and vegetative development. 
 
MIDDLE EAST:  Another sprawling slow-moving storm brought 
moderate to heavy rain and mountain snow to western and central 
portions of the region. 
 
NORTHWEST AFRICA:  Drier and cooler weather favored 
reproductive to filling winter grains. 
 
AUSTRALIA:  Mostly dry weather in eastern Australia favored 
cotton and sorghum harvesting, while Tropical Cyclone Narelle 
transcribed northern and western portions of the continent. 

EAST ASIA:  Southern China saw another round of beneficial 
rainfall that supported winter rapeseed and spring rice. 
 
SOUTH AFRICA:  Beneficial showers persisted across much of 
South Africa’s corn belt, though growing rainfall variability left 
parts of Free State under increasing moisture stress. 
 
ARGENTINA:  Most of the eastern region experienced continued 
rainfall, but pockets of dryness lingered across section of Buenos 
Aires. 
 
BRAZIL:  Moisture finally returned to southern Brazil, offering a 
brief but welcome improvement to previously dry areas. 
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Footer text 

A st rong  co ld  f ron t  swept  sou theas tward  across  
the  con t inen t  before  a  v igorous  s to rm sy s t em 
developed  over  sou theas te rn  Europe  a t  week’s  
end .   The  f ron t  t r iggered  ra in  and  snow showers  
across  cen t ra l  and  nor thern  England  (10-65  mm),  
nor thern  France* (5 -25  mm),  and  much of  
Germany  (5 -20  mm),  main ta in ing  favorab le  so i l  
mois tu re  fo r  vege ta t iv e  win ter  c rop s .   A l a rge 
s to rm sy s tem develop ed  a long  the  f ron t  as  i t  
r eached  sou theas te rn  Europe  dur ing  the  la t te r  
ha l f  o f  the  week ,  resu l t ing  in  widespread  
modera te  to  heavy  ra in  and  mounta in  snow (10-
150  mm,  loca l ly  more)  f rom nor thern  and  eas te rn  
I ta ly  in to  the  weste rn  and  sou thern  Balkans ,  w i th  
a  secondary  a rea  o f  modera te  to  heavy  
prec ip i ta t ion  (15-60  mm) in  sou thwestern  Po land .   
Consequen t ly ,  so i l  mo is tu re  supp l ie s  rema ined  
favorab le  fo r  sp r ing  g rowth  in  these  loca les .   
Cooler  wea ther  a r r ived  beh ind  the  f ron t ,  wi th  

near -  to  be low-normal  tempera tu res  (up  to  3°C 
be low normal  in  sou th -cen t ra l  Europe)  s lowing  
the  recen t  rap id  win te r  c rop  deve lopment  pace .   
Meanwhi le ,  d ry  bu t  tu rn ing  coo ler  weather  in  
Spain  favored  the  deve lopment  o f  vege ta t ive 
win ter  g ra ins  and  encouraged  summer  c rop 
sowing  and  o ther  sea so nal  f ie ldwork .   L ikewise ,  
d ry  bu t  very  warm condi t ions  (up  to  5°C abo ve 
normal)  in  nor theas te rn  Europe  p romoted  a  rap id  
pace  o f  win ter  c rop  dev e lopment  and  spr ing  g ra in  
sowing .   Ho wever ,  so i l  mois tu re  has  beco me 
l imi ted  due  to  increas ing ly  d ry  condi t ions  over  
the  pas t  60  days  ( le ss  than  50  percen t  o f  norm al)  
f rom cen t ra l  and  sou th ern  Po land  nor theas tward 
in to  the  Bal t ic  S ta te s . 
 
*Surface-based weather station data from France and 
Hungary were either missing or suspect; radar and 
satellite data were used to augment the analysis. 

EUROPE 
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Footer text  

C o n t i n u e d  s u n n y  a n d  w a r m  w e a t h e r  u s h e r e d  
n o r t h e r n  w i n t e r  c r o p s  o u t  o f  d o r m a n c y  a n d  
e n c o u r a g e d  v e g e t a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  f a r t h e r  
s o u t h .   T e m p e r a t u r e s  f o r  t h e  w e e k  a v e r a g e d  3  
t o  6 ° C  a b o v e  n o r m a l  s a v e  f o r  a  p o c k e t  o f  n e a r -
n o r m a l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t ,   
 

w h i c h  w a s  c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  a  l i n g e r i n g  b u t  
d i m i n i s h i n g  s n o w p a c k .   S o i l  m o i s t u r e  
r e m a i n e d  f a v o r a b l e  o v e r a l l ,  t h o u g h  a c u t e  
d r y n e s s  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  3 0  d a y s  
( 1 0 - 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  n o r m a l )  i n  s o u t h e r n  a n d  
w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n . 
  

WESTERN FSU 
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Footer text 

F o r  t h e  s e c o n d  c o n s e c u t i v e  w e e k ,  a  s l o w -
m o v i n g  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  s t o r m  s y s t e m  b r o u g h t  
m o d e r a t e  t o  h e a v y  r a i n  a n d  h i g h - e l e v a t i o n  
s n o w  t o  m u c h  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .   T h e  s t o r m  
a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  C o a s t  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  p e r i o d  a n d  d r i f t e d  
e a s t w a r d  i n t o  c e n t r a l  I r a q  b e f o r e  r e c u r v i n g  
n o r t h e a s t w a r d  t o w a r d  t h e  C a s p i a n  S e a  b y  
w e e k ’ s  e n d .   I n  T u r k e y ,  w e e k l y  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  
t o t a l s  ( r a i n  a n d  s n o w ,  l i q u i d  e q u i v a l e n t )  
v a r i e d  f r o m  1 0  t o  3 0  m m  o n  t h e  A n a t o l i a n  
P l a t e a u  t o  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  m m  a c r o s s  t h e  A e g e a n  
a n d  G A P  R e g i o n s  i n  w e s t e r n  a n d  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
T u r k e y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .   M o d e r a t e  t o  h e a v y  r a i n  
( 1 0 - 1 2 0  m m )  w a s  n o t e d  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  C o a s t ,  w h i l e  
s a t e l l i t e - d e r i v e d  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  
i n d i c a t e d  v e r y  h e a v y  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  —  1 0 0  m m   
 

t o  l o c a l l y  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  m m  —  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  
a n d  e a s t e r n  I r a q *  i n t o  w e s t e r n  I r a n * .   
S o m e w h a t  l i g h t e r  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  ( 1 0 - 2 5  m m ,  
l o c a l l y  m o r e )  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  
I r a n .   T e m p e r a t u r e s  a v e r a g e d  n e a r  t o  b e l o w  
n o r m a l  f r o m  w e s t e r n  a n d  s o u t h e r n  T u r k e y  i n t o  
I s r a e l ,  J o r d a n ,  a n d  S a u d i  A r a b i a .   C o n v e r s e l y  
i n  I r a n ,  a n o m a l o u s  w a r m  ( 3 - 6 ° C  a b o v e  n o r m a l )  
w a s  n o t e d  a l o n g  t h e  C a s p i a n  S e a  C o a s t  a n d  u p  
t o  9 ° C  a b o v e  n o r m a l  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  p o r t i o n s  
o f  T u r k m e n i s t a n .   O v e r a l l ,  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  
v e g e t a t i v e  ( n o r t h )  t o  h e a d i n g  ( s o u t h )  w i n t e r  
g r a i n s  r e m a i n e d  f a v o r a b l e  r e g i o n w i d e . 
 
*Surface-based weather  sta t ion da ta f rom Iran,  
Iraq,  and  much of  Syria  were e i ther  miss ing or  
suspec t;  radar  and sa tel l i te  da ta were used  to  
augment  the  analys is .   

MIDDLE EAST 
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Footer text  

Drier  but  cooler  weather  se t t led over  much of  the 
region,  though showers  l ingered in  sou thwestern 
and northeas tern growing areas.   An upper-a ir  low 
dr if ted  eas tward from sou thern  Morocco  in  
southern Alger ia  before  dissipat ing,  with  most  of 
the prec ipi ta t ion (10-50  mm) fal l ing south of  the 
Atlas Mounta ins .   Otherwise,  l i t t le  to  no ra in  fel l  
f rom northern Morocco into  north-central  Alger ia ,  
promoting seasonal  f ie ldwork and the development  
of  reproductive to  f i l l ing winter  wheat  and bar ley.   
Meanwhi le ,  a  second  upper-a ir  low dropped  
 

southward  from the  cent ral  Mediterranean Sea into  
Tunisia ,  producing 10  to  35 mm of  rain  in  
northeastern Alger ia  and northwestern  Tunis ia .   
Tempera tures averaged  2 to  4°C below normal  
over  most  of  the reg ion,  wi th  abnormal warmth 
(up to  2°C above  normal)  conf ined to  the 
Moroccan At lan tic  Coast .   The lates t  satel l i te-
der ived Vegeta t ion Health  Index cont inued to  
indicate  good to  excel lent  cond it ions for  win ter  
grains curren tly  progressing  through  the key y ield  
format ion stages  of  deve lopment .  
  

NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
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Footer text 

Mostly  dry weather in eastern Australia’s summer 
crop areas juxtaposed with  Tropical Cyclone 
Narelle’s extended journey across northern and 
western portions of  the continent.   In southern 
Queensland and northern New South Wales,  mostly 
dry condit ions favored cotton and sorghum 
drydown and harvest ing.  However,  a swath of 
moderate to heavy showers (5-30 mm) caused 
temporary f ieldwork delays in southern New South 
Wales.   Widespread moderate to heavy showers 
(10-150 mm) also fel l  along and east  of  the Great 
Dividing Range in southeastern New South Wales 
and eastern Victor ia ,  well east of the region’s 
pr imary croplands.  Meanwhile ,  Tropical Cyclone  
 

Narelle took a long and histor ic journey as it  
c ircumscribed northern and western portions of the 
continent with  four  separate landfal ls.   The init ia l 
landfal l occurred in northeastern Queensland on 
March 20 before trekking westward across the 
Northern Terri tory from March 22 to  24.  The 
storm again intensif ied as i t  emerged over  the warm 
waters of the Indian Ocean and turned southward, 
making landfall on the North West Cape on March 
27.  Rainfal l associated with  the storm totaled 100 
to 330 mm in northernmost reaches of the country , 
while residual moisture from the storm as i t  
d issipated net ted winter  crop areas of Western 
Australia 10 to 100 mm farther  south. 

AUSTRALIA  
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Footer text  

Benef ic ia l  ra in fa l l  per s i s ted  across  ea s t -cen t ra l  
and  par ts  o f  sou thern  China ,  suppor t ing  win ter  
rapeseed  and  spr ing  r ice .   The  Yangtze  Val l ey  
and  sou theas te rn  a rea s  recorded  10  to  100  mm of  
ra in ,  a id ing  r eproduct ive  rapeseed  and  newly  
sown ear ly -crop  r ice .   Tempera tu res  averaged  
above  normal  — loca l ly  up  to  8°C above  normal  
— across  the  r eg ion ,  fu r ther  p romot ing  c rop  
deve lopment .   Dayt im e h ighs  ranged  f rom the   
 

midd le  teen s  to  lower  20s  (degrees  C)  in  the  
nor th ,  increas ing  to  the  lower  30s  a long  the  
sou thern  coas t l ine  o f  China .   In  Japan ,  ra in fa l l  
genera l ly  to t a led  10  to  50  mm,  wi th  some 
loca l ized  to ta l s  up  to  100  mm,  whi le  
tempera tu res  averaged  up  to  3°C above  normal .   
In  con t ras t ,  the  Korean  Pen insu la  exper ien ced  
dr ie r  cond i t ions  accompanied  by  above-normal  
tempera tu res ,  loca l ly  up  to  5°C above  normal . 

EASTERN ASIA 
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Footer text 

Beneficial showers continued across much of the corn 
belt, with 10 to 50 mm of rainfall covering a broad 
area from Limpopo down through KwaZulu-Natal and 
westward into central Northern Cape.  While 
localized totals climbed up to 100 mm, particularly in 
North West, some areas still saw minimal rainfall 
(less than 10 mm).  These drier areas, reinforced by a 
third consecutive week of limited rainfall, likely  
 

stressed immature summer crops in parts of Free 
State, where moisture shortages were the primary 
concern rather than heat.  Weekly temperatures 
averaged from near normal to as much as 3°C above 
normal, with daytime highs generally in the upper 20s 
to lower 30s (degrees C).  Farther west toward the 
coastline, conditions were drier and hotter, with 
temperatures rising into the middle to upper 30s.  
 
 

SOUTH AFRICA 
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Footer text  

Sh o wery  wea th e r  co n t in u ed  acro ss  th e  n or th  an d  
m u ch  of  th e  ea s t e rn  fa rm lan d s ,  t h ou g h  p o cke t s  
o f  d ryn ess  p e r s i s t ed  i n  p a r t s  o f  Bu en o s  Ai re s .   
Ra in f a l l  t o t a l ed  1 0  to  1 0 0  m m  in  m o s t  a r ea s ,  
w i th  lo ca l i zed  am o u n t s  r each in g  u p  to  1 5 0  m m 
in  Ch aco ,  wh i l e  d r ie r  co n d i t io n s  do m in ated  
e l sewh ere .   Temp era tu re s  were  g en era l ly  n ea r  to  
b e lo w n o rm a l  ( up  to  2 °C b e lo w n o rm a l ) ,  w i th  
d ay t im e  h igh s  r ang in g  f ro m th e  u p p er  20 s  to  
lo wer  3 0 s  (d egrees  C)  an d  o ccas io n a l ly  r i s in g  
in to  th e  m id d le  3 0 s  in  th e  n or th eas t .   Acco rd in g   
 

t o  th e  g o v e rn m en t ’ s  March  2 6  r ep o r t ,  co t ton  was  
p ro g re ss in g  we l l  a c ro ss  m a jo r  p ro d u c in g  r eg ion s  
w i th  ad eq u a te  to  o p t im a l  so i l  m o i s tu r e ,  wh i l e  
co rn  an d  so y b ean s  b o th  sh o wed  g oo d  to  v ery  
g o o d  co n d i t ion s ,  w i th  co rn  b en e f i t i ng  f ro m 
im p ro v ed  m o i s tu r e  p ro f i l e s  an d  so y b ean s ,  
p a r t i cu la r ly  seco n d-c ro p  f i e ld s ,  co n t in u in g  to  
r eco v e r  an d  d ev e lo p  s t r o n g ly  fo l lo win g  th e  
r ecen t  r a in s .   Sun f lo wer s  were  6 1  p e r cen t  
h a rv es t ed ,  wh i l e  co t to n  an d  co rn  were  a t  1 1  an d  
1 8  p e r cen t  h a rv es t ed ,  re sp ec t iv e ly . 

ARGENTINA 
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Footer text 

Showers  re tu rned  to  p rev iously  d ry  fa rming  areas  
in  sou thern  Braz i l ,  p rov id ing  t ime ly  moi s tu re  fo r  
immature  summer  c rops  tha t  had  been  s t re ssed  by  
recen t  unseasonab le  warmth  and  dryness .   
Ra infa l l  to ta l ed  10  to  50  mm across  key  fa rming 
areas  in  Paraná  and  Rio  Grande  do Su l ,  though  
coverage  was  uneven  and  some loca l ized  d ry  
pockets  remained .   E lsewhere  in  the  reg io n ,  
ra in fa l l  r anged  f rom 10  to  100  mm,  wi th  
add i t iona l  a reas  o f  d ryness  per s i s t ing  whe re  
showers  were  more  l imi ted  in  the  eas t .   
Tempera tu res  averaged  near  normal  th roughout  
most  o f  the  reg ion ,  as ide  f rom the  fa r  sou th   
 

where  anomal ies  reached  up  to  3°C above  norm al ,  
and  day t ime h ighs  genera l ly  ranged  f rom the  
lower  to  m idd le  30s  (d egrees  C) .   Accord ing  to  
Rio  Grande  do  Su l ’ s  March  26  repor t ,  soybean  
crops  in  the  g ra in - f i l l ing  to  matura t ion  s tag es  
con t inued  to  show the  e f fec ts  o f  uneven  ra in f a l l ,  
wi th  recen t  shower s  he lp ing  la te r -p lan ted  f ie lds  
bu t  in te r rup t ing  f ie ld work .   Wel l -water ed  a reas  
suppor ted  s t ronger  g ra in  f i l l ,  whi le  d r ie r  reg io ns  
saw reduced  deve lopment  and  lower  g ra in  weig h t .   
Corn  l ikewise  re sponded  posi t ive ly  to  recen t  
ra in fa l l ,  though  wet  condi t ions  s lowed  harves t  
p rogress  in  par t s  o f  the  s ta t e . 

BRAZIL 



 
 

U.S. Prospective Planting Highlights 
 

The following information was released by USDA’s Agricultural Statistics Board on March 31, 2026. 
 
 
Corn planted area for all purposes in 2026 is estimated at 
95.3 million acres (figure 1), down 3 percent or 3.45 million 
acres from last year.  Compared with last year, planted 
acreage is expected to be down or unchanged in 37 of the 48 
estimating states. 
 
Soybean planted area for 2026 is estimated at 84.7 million 
acres, up 4 percent from last year.  Compared with last year, 
planted acreage is up or unchanged in 20 of the 29 estimating 
states. 
 
All wheat planted area for 2026 is estimated at 43.8 million 
acres, down 3 percent from 2025.  If realized, this represents 
the lowest all wheat planted area since records began in 1919. 
 
The 2026 winter wheat planted area, at 32.4 million acres, is 
down 2 percent from the previous estimate and down 2 
percent from last year.  Of this total, about 23.1 million acres 
are Hard Red Winter, 5.79 million acres are Soft Red Winter, 
and 3.54 million acres are White Winter. 
 
Area expected to be planted to other spring wheat for 2026 is 
estimated at 9.42 million acres, down 6 percent from the 2025 

estimate.  Of this total, about 8.78 million acres are Hard Red 
Spring wheat. 
 
Durum planted area for 2026 is expected to total 1.95 million 
acres, down 11 percent from the previous year. 
 
All cotton planted area for 2026 is estimated at 9.64 million 
acres, up 4 percent from last year.  Upland area is estimated 
at 9.51 million acres, up 4 percent from 2025. American Pima 
area is estimated at 130,000 acres, down 8 percent from 2025.
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