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istorically hot weather for so early in the season 
cloaked the western and central U.S., eclipsing 

hundreds of daily temperature records and dozens of 
monthly standards.  Heat peaked late in the week with 
temperatures approaching or reaching 110°F in the Desert 
Southwest and 100°F on the southern Plains.  Readings 
above 95°F were observed as far north as central and 
eastern Nebraska.  From the West Coast to the Plains, 
any precipitation was light, except in the Pacific Northwest 
and northern Rockies.  Variable precipitation fell from the 
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(Continued from front cover) 
Mississippi Valley eastward, with some of the 
highest totals (locally 1 to 2 inches) observed 
early in the week in the Atlantic Coast States.  
Additionally, heavy snow blanketed parts of the 
upper Midwest and the upper Great Lakes 
region as the week began.  On March 15-16, a 
rash of severe thunderstorms preceded and 
accompanied a strong cold front crossing the 
eastern half of the country.  More than 50 
tornadoes were tallied, based on preliminary 
reports, while hundreds of reports of wind damage 
were catalogued from the middle and lower 
Mississippi Valley to the middle and southern 
Atlantic Coast.  Although early-season heat 
claimed many of the weather headlines, freezes 
affected parts of the South from March 17-19.  In 
fact, readings below 32°F were observed along 
and north of a line from central Texas to 
northern Florida, with possible freeze impacts 
on Southern winter grains and emerging spring-
sown crops.  In contrast, weekly temperatures 
broadly averaged 10 to 20°F above normal in the 
West, except the Pacific Northwest and 
northern Rockies.  Even with a cool start to the 
week, temperatures averaged at least 10°F above 
normal across portions of the High Plains.  
Consistently cold weather was confined to the 
snow-covered upper Great Lakes region, where 
weekly temperatures averaged as much as 5°F 
below normal.  Readings also averaged as much as 5°F below normal across the 
Deep South, from coastal Texas to Georgia and Florida, despite a late-week 
warming trend. 
 
Former March temperature records were broken by at least 5°F in numerous 
locations, including Yuma, AZ (109°F on March 20); Needles, CA (106°F on 
March 21); Phoenix, AZ (105°F on March 19, 20, and 21); Borger, TX (100°F 
on March 21); Lincoln, NE (97°F on March 21); Winnemucca, NV (87°F on 
March 20); and Colorado Springs, CO (86°F on March 21).  Several locations 
in the Desert Southwest, including Ogilby, CA, attained 112°F on March 20, 
unofficially smashing the nation’s monthly record held by Rio Grande City, 
TX—108°F on March 14, 1902, and March 31, 1954.  The parade of March 
records had begun on March 17 with triple-digit readings in southern 
California communities such as Indio (104°F) and Thermal (103°F).  Records 
kept falling as heat further intensified, with Indio attaining 108°F on March 19 
and 21, and Thermal reaching 108°F on March 19, 20, and 21.  By the 19th, 
monthly records began to fall across the High Plains, where Rapid City, SD 
(86°F), achieved a mark that would be broken again with a high of 87°F on 
March 21.  Many “earliest-ever” records were broken; in Wyoming, for 
example, March 20 featured the earliest 80-degree readings in Riverton 
(previously, April 23, 2012) and Casper (previously, April 11, 2025).  On 
March 20 in Kansas, the earliest 90-degree readings occurred by 1 or 2 days—
breaking records set in 1907—in Topeka (92°F) and Concordia (91°F).  Late 
in the week, monthly record warmth briefly spread into the mid-South and 
Midwest.  March 21 featured monthly record highs in Grand Island, NE 
(98°F); Harrison, AR (93°F); Des Moines, IA (91°F); and Paducah, KY 
(85°F).  Earlier, during the cold snap, temperatures had plunged below 10°F on 
the central High Plains and had dipped below 0°F as far south as western 
Nebraska.  Chadron, NE, warmed from a daily-record low of -3°F on March 
16 to a monthly record high of 92°F on March 21.  In drought-affected areas of 
the Plains, the cold snap may have further harmed winter wheat that was already 
struggling due to lack of soil moisture.  Meanwhile, sub-zero readings broadly 
occurred across the northern Plains and far upper Midwest, where daily-
record lows for March 16 included -4°F in Mobridge, SD, and -2°F in Rapid 
City, SD.  On the same date, record-setting lows below the 10-degree mark 
included 5°F in Dodge City, KS, and 8°F in St. Joseph, MO.  Along the Gulf 
Coast, Mobile, AL, notched consecutive daily-record lows of 32°F on March 
17-18.  Other record-setting lows for March 17 dipped to 19°F in Fayetteville, 
AR; 25°F in Memphis, TN; 26°F in Waco, TX; 26°F in Alexandria, LA; 26°F 
in Anniston, AL; 27°F in Jackson, MS.  In Georgia, daily-record lows for 
March 18 included 26°F in Macon and 31°F in Savannah.  Elsewhere on the 
18th, Jacksonville, FL, notched a light freeze and a daily-record low of 32°F. 

 
March 15-16 was the snowiest 2-day period in Marquette, MI, where the 36.3-
inch sum surpassed the previous record of 31.9 inches, set on March 13-14, 
1997.  By the morning of March 17, Marquette’s snow depth peaked at 51 
inches.  On March 15, daily-record snowfall totals included 23.4 inches in 
Wausau, WI; 17.1 inches in Green Bay, WI; 12.4 inches in Rochester, MN; 
10.2 inches in Gaylord, MI; and 5.5 inches in Huron, SD. For Wausau, it was 
also the snowiest day on record, surpassing 15.7 inches on February 12, 2019.  
Additionally, Wausau’s month-to-date snowfall climbed to 37.9 inches, edging 
the March 1956 standard of 36.2 inches.  Outside of the small area of heavy 
snow, locally significant rain fell.  Record-setting totals for March 15 reached 
1.94 inches in Muskegon, MI; 1.92 inches in Punta Gorda, FL; and 1.76 
inches in Chicago, IL.  Precipitation briefly ended as snow in Muskegon and 
Chicago.  By March 16, daily-record totals in the Atlantic Coast States 
included 2.20 inches in Alma, GA; 2.00 inches in Mount Pocono, PA; and 
1.66 inches in Wilmington, NC.  In the central Appalachians and environs, 
daily-record snowfall for March 16 totaled 3.5 inches in Beckley, WV, and 2.1 
inches in Jackson, KY.  Elsewhere, periods of precipitation in the Pacific 
Northwest led to daily-record totals in parts of western Washington, including 
Hoquiam (2.30 inches on March 17).  By week’s end, Hoquiam’s month-to-
date rainfall rose to 10.72 inches. 
 
Frigid weather persisted in Alaska, with significant precipitation limited to the 
southeastern part of the state. Weekly temperatures broadly averaged at least 
10°F below normal across the Aleutians and the Alaskan mainland, excluding 
the North Slope.  In the Aleutians, Cold Bay collected consecutive daily-
record lows (-3 and -4°F, respectively) on March 19-20.  Meanwhile, month-to-
date snowfall in Juneau climbed to 60.2 inches (614 percent of normal), with 
measurable amounts falling each day from March 14-21.  (Juneau’s March 
2007 snowfall record of 62.7 inches was broken on the 22nd, when an additional 
3.6 inches fell.)  Farther south, Hawaii’s stormy regime continued, with several 
northern Oahu communities—including Haleʻiwa and Waialua—being 
evacuated due to the potential failure of Wahiawa Dam.  Honolulu, Oahu, 
netted a daily-record sum of 2.50 inches on March 20, helping to boost its 
month-to-date rainfall to 13.41 inches (789 percent of normal).  Honolulu’s 
wettest month on record remains March 1951, when 20.79 inches fell.  
Elsewhere, March 1-21 rainfall ranged from 12.06 inches (136 percent of 
normal) in Hilo, on the Big Island, to 19.92 inches (1,065 percent) in Kahului, 
Maui.  Heavy rain and local flooding returned to Maui on March 21, when 
Kahului’s 3.23-inch sum was a record for the date.  Prior to this year, Kahului’s 
highest March rainfall had been 10.90 inches in 1967, while the highest total 
during any month had been 14.46 inches in January 1980. 
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AK ANCHORAGE      20 9 29 3 14 -11 0.01 -0.14 0.01 0.34 69 4.29 203 65 41 0 7 1 0
BARROW         -14 -24 -10 -29 -19 0 0.00 -0.04 0.00 1.76 900 5.80 900 74 66 0 7 0 0
FAIRBANKS      5 -24 16 -35 -10 -21 0.00 -0.09 0.00 1.22 431 5.29 375 81 40 0 7 0 0
JUNEAU         34 27 38 25 31 -2 1.27 0.43 0.35 5.19 201 17.26 133 97 69 0 7 7 0
KODIAK         23 12 31 7 18 -15 0.37 -0.65 0.34 2.03 64 16.94 95 76 44 0 7 2 0
NOME           3 -17 12 -25 -7 -16 0.00 -0.15 0.00 0.25 48 3.52 144 79 48 0 7 0 0

AL BIRMINGHAM     70 42 83 27 56 -1 0.67 -0.59 0.67 4.80 121 14.75 106 81 34 0 3 1 1
HUNTSVILLE     66 40 84 26 53 -2 0.74 -0.46 0.44 4.07 110 11.87 86 87 38 0 2 2 0
MOBILE         72 41 81 32 57 -5 0.08 -1.16 0.08 3.54 95 7.27 52 91 32 0 2 1 0
MONTGOMERY     71 39 83 28 55 -5 0.39 -0.75 0.39 1.43 38 9.09 68 88 31 0 2 1 0

AR FORT SMITH     75 40 94 24 58 4 0.00 -0.89 0.00 1.20 51 4.32 54 75 25 2 2 0 0
LITTLE ROCK    70 43 88 25 57 3 0.04 -1.07 0.04 2.14 63 7.69 70 73 31 0 2 1 0

AZ FLAGSTAFF      75 29 84 27 52 14 0.00 -0.39 0.00 0.02 1 2.56 45 63 10 0 6 0 0
PHOENIX        100 67 105 62 83 16 0.00 -0.19 0.00 0.13 19 0.61 25 25 7 7 0 0 0
PRESCOTT       84 44 91 42 64 16 0.00 -0.19 0.00 0.00 0 1.80 56 40 9 2 0 0 0
TUCSON         95 58 102 52 76 14 0.00 -0.12 0.00 0.31 78 2.00 96 29 7 5 0 0 0

CA BAKERSFIELD    90 60 95 54 75 16 0.00 -0.25 0.00 0.00 0 2.27 71 76 31 5 0 0 0
EUREKA         59 44 62 41 51 2 0.01 -1.25 0.01 0.36 9 10.88 66 99 76 0 0 1 0
FRESNO         88 60 93 54 74 16 0.00 -0.42 0.00 0.00 0 3.48 64 84 32 4 0 0 0
LOS ANGELES    78 61 90 58 69 10 0.00 -0.35 0.00 0.00 0 5.06 70 92 48 1 0 0 0
REDDING        88 52 93 49 70 15 0.00 -1.00 0.00 0.01 0 10.13 68 78 21 2 0 0 0
SACRAMENTO     85 55 88 50 70 15 0.00 -0.56 0.00 0.00 0 5.65 62 97 32 0 0 0 0
SAN DIEGO      80 60 87 57 70 9 0.00 -0.29 0.00 0.00 0 5.32 100 94 41 0 0 0 0
SAN FRANCISCO  82 55 88 50 68 13 0.00 -0.57 0.00 0.05 2 7.45 75 87 34 0 0 0 0
STOCKTON       85 53 90 49 69 12 0.00 -0.40 0.00 0.00 0 5.25 80 100 37 1 0 0 0

CO ALAMOSA        69 20 83 9 45 9 0.00 -0.12 0.00 0.00 0 0.46 49 60 8 0 7 0 0
CO SPRINGS     71 36 86 14 53 12 0.00 -0.19 0.00 1.07 213 2.41 214 50 15 0 3 0 0
DENVER INTL    73 32 86 5 52 10 0.15 -0.06 0.15 0.76 146 1.25 95 59 16 0 2 1 0
GRAND JUNCTION 74 38 87 26 56 10 0.00 -0.19 0.00 0.02 3 0.79 47 38 11 0 2 0 0
PUEBLO         78 30 93 15 54 9 0.00 -0.20 0.00 0.95 188 1.87 166 57 11 1 3 0 0

CT BRIDGEPORT     46 32 56 25 39 -2 1.19 0.24 1.19 3.63 130 7.72 84 88 49 0 5 1 1
HARTFORD       49 28 62 21 38 0 1.66 0.76 1.46 3.58 136 8.75 96 84 41 0 5 3 1

DC WASHINGTON     59 37 71 27 48 0 0.89 0.06 0.57 2.02 85 7.90 100 78 37 0 2 4 1
DE WILMINGTON     55 34 68 24 44 1 0.96 -0.05 0.71 2.14 76 6.74 76 82 38 0 2 3 1
FL DAYTONA BEACH  73 49 89 41 61 -4 1.85 0.98 1.47 2.22 90 4.20 56 89 43 0 0 2 1

JACKSONVILLE   73 42 88 32 58 -5 1.11 0.43 0.78 1.76 78 3.98 47 89 33 0 1 2 1
KEY WEST       78 69 85 63 73 -1 0.00 -0.33 0.00 0.00 0 1.21 27 83 64 0 0 0 0
MIAMI          78 62 87 56 70 -3 2.42 1.86 1.08 4.06 257 6.26 112 93 60 0 0 5 2
ORLANDO        77 52 88 44 64 -3 0.75 0.02 0.38 1.07 53 2.27 34 87 34 0 0 2 0
PENSACOLA      70 44 78 32 57 -5 0.42 -0.76 0.42 2.09 58 8.47 63 86 35 0 1 1 0
TALLAHASSEE    72 39 84 30 55 -6 1.75 0.63 1.54 1.98 52 7.31 58 92 29 0 2 2 1
TAMPA          76 53 83 44 64 -4 0.91 0.35 0.56 2.33 140 5.42 78 79 38 0 0 2 1
WEST PALM BEACH 78 61 86 57 69 -2 0.89 0.13 0.38 3.02 136 4.33 52 93 56 0 0 6 0

GA ATHENS         66 37 85 28 52 -4 0.65 -0.31 0.44 2.39 77 7.89 66 84 37 0 4 2 0
ATLANTA        68 42 84 29 55 -1 0.93 -0.11 0.74 4.46 135 10.44 84 74 35 0 2 2 1
AUGUSTA        70 38 86 30 54 -4 1.65 0.74 1.62 1.93 68 8.31 80 92 32 0 2 2 1
COLUMBUS       71 40 83 31 55 -4 0.60 -0.50 0.60 2.17 62 9.94 81 79 30 0 2 1 1
MACON          70 37 84 26 53 -5 0.46 -0.48 0.36 1.61 54 7.39 64 91 32 0 3 2 0
SAVANNAH       71 42 87 31 56 -4 0.39 -0.36 0.28 0.48 20 3.42 40 90 35 0 1 2 0

HI HILO           80 71 89 69 75 3 6.91 4.01 4.73 13.99 158 37.75 140 96 74 0 0 6 3
HONOLULU       79 71 81 68 75 1 3.61 3.07 1.89 13.41 792 17.34 316 93 73 0 0 6 2
KAHULUI        80 70 83 68 75 1 4.09 3.46 2.40 16.99 900 21.28 338 95 69 0 0 7 3
LIHUE          79 69 82 67 74 1 3.65 2.31 2.99 13.83 349 21.62 208 93 66 0 0 5 1

IA BURLINGTON     59 28 86 6 44 2 0.18 -0.38 0.18 2.87 179 3.82 80 86 45 0 4 1 0
CEDAR RAPIDS   53 24 89 0 39 1 0.28 -0.17 0.26 1.03 79 1.98 57 89 46 0 5 2 0
DES MOINES     57 27 91 5 42 1 0.28 -0.22 0.24 2.28 166 3.96 104 81 38 1 4 2 0
DUBUQUE        49 25 82 3 37 1 0.40 -0.10 0.40 2.26 159 3.73 86 93 52 0 5 1 0
SIOUX CITY     60 22 95 5 41 3 0.41 -0.02 0.34 1.66 158 1.97 75 87 39 1 5 2 0
WATERLOO       51 23 87 4 37 -1 0.51 0.06 0.37 2.30 188 4.78 138 92 49 0 5 3 0

ID BOISE          70 40 83 25 55 9 0.00 -0.31 0.00 0.68 79 2.63 80 63 22 0 1 0 0
LEWISTON       58 42 68 31 50 4 0.15 -0.15 0.11 2.76 325 5.21 173 88 50 0 1 2 0
POCATELLO      68 30 77 17 49 9 0.00 -0.27 0.00 0.63 76 2.47 85 73 20 0 5 0 0

IL CHICAGO/O_HARE 54 28 77 14 41 1 2.06 1.52 1.75 4.58 283 5.94 106 84 43 0 4 3 1
MOLINE         56 26 86 7 41 0 0.00 -0.59 0.00 0.00 0 0.49 9 92 45 0 5 0 0
PEORIA         59 29 82 9 44 2 1.23 0.62 1.00 3.24 182 4.41 75 89 41 0 4 3 1
ROCKFORD       50 25 79 7 37 -1 1.36 0.82 1.06 3.02 196 4.48 93 90 49 0 5 4 1
SPRINGFIELD    62 30 85 11 46 2 1.35 0.72 1.10 6.90 382 8.02 139 89 41 0 4 3 1

IN EVANSVILLE     64 37 82 21 50 3 0.57 -0.48 0.57 4.87 156 7.87 81 77 39 0 3 1 1
FORT WAYNE     56 29 77 17 43 4 0.56 -0.07 0.56 1.70 93 4.69 73 91 46 0 4 1 1
INDIANAPOLIS   59 33 78 16 46 3 0.69 -0.16 0.58 6.27 262 9.52 119 79 42 0 3 2 1
SOUTH BEND     53 28 69 16 40 3 1.31 0.82 1.21 4.97 311 8.52 129 90 49 0 4 3 1

KS CONCORDIA      72 31 96 9 52 7 0.00 -0.36 0.00 0.30 34 2.37 97 62 22 2 3 0 0
DODGE CITY     77 32 95 5 55 8 0.00 -0.33 0.00 0.00 0 1.44 70 59 16 2 3 0 0
GOODLAND       75 30 92 2 53 10 0.00 -0.22 0.00 0.00 0 1.20 91 49 14 1 3 0 0
TOPEKA         70 28 95 10 49 3 0.00 -0.52 0.00 1.16 81 3.93 108 79 27 2 4 0 0

Based on 1991-2020 normals *** Not Available

National Weather Data for Selected Cities
Weather Data for the Week Ending March 21, 2026

  Accessible Data Available from the Climate Prediction Center

PRECIP
STATES      

AND       
STATIONS

RELATIVE 
HUMIDITY 
PERCENT

 TEMP. ˚F TEMPERATURE  ˚F PRECIPITATION
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WICHITA        73 34 93 14 54 5 0.00 -0.54 0.00 2.38 160 3.99 112 67 22 2 3 0 0

KY LEXINGTON      61 36 78 21 49 2 1.07 0.06 0.70 2.68 87 8.10 79 82 41 0 3 3 1
LOUISVILLE     63 38 81 22 51 2 1.22 0.19 0.88 5.25 167 8.53 85 77 37 0 3 2 1
PADUCAH        65 39 85 20 52 2 0.78 -0.26 0.77 4.31 135 6.40 58 76 37 0 2 2 1

LA BATON ROUGE    71 44 84 32 57 -5 0.26 -0.68 0.21 4.72 156 13.12 95 92 35 0 1 2 0
LAKE CHARLES   70 45 79 33 58 -6 0.16 -0.64 0.16 1.34 55 7.36 63 89 44 0 0 1 0
NEW ORLEANS    71 48 82 41 60 -5 0.63 -0.32 0.63 3.43 116 8.72 71 90 34 0 0 1 1
SHREVEPORT     73 45 90 27 59 0 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 80 31 0 2 *** ***

MA BOSTON         50 32 62 25 41 2 1.13 0.13 1.00 2.53 91 6.17 65 84 44 0 3 2 1
WORCESTER      46 26 59 18 36 1 1.49 0.50 1.34 3.17 111 9.26 96 91 42 0 5 3 1

MD BALTIMORE      56 34 71 23 45 0 0.84 -0.11 0.50 2.22 80 7.14 81 82 41 0 3 3 1

ME CARIBOU        38 16 56 7 27 1 0.54 -0.08 0.31 3.13 163 6.22 85 90 43 0 7 4 0
PORTLAND       43 27 51 18 35 0 1.66 0.70 1.52 2.70 98 6.53 66 91 50 0 6 2 1

MI ALPENA         31 19 38 6 25 -5 1.93 1.54 1.24 3.61 305 8.59 190 95 73 0 7 4 1
GRAND RAPIDS   46 26 65 17 36 0 0.00 -0.50 0.00 0.57 36 4.00 64 92 55 0 6 0 0
HOUGHTON LAKE  33 21 49 8 27 -3 1.35 0.98 1.09 2.66 237 6.91 163 94 67 0 6 4 1
LANSING        49 24 66 15 37 1 0.63 0.17 0.57 2.24 163 5.72 111 91 52 0 6 2 1
MUSKEGON       44 26 62 16 35 -2 2.53 2.01 1.93 5.66 362 11.58 190 92 57 0 5 5 1
TRAVERSE CITY  34 21 47 12 28 -5 1.65 1.31 1.23 3.00 303 6.40 173 92 66 0 7 4 1

MN DULUTH         37 15 64 -11 26 -2 0.27 -0.05 0.17 1.52 165 4.44 154 91 48 0 7 4 0
INT_L FALLS    32 9 50 -16 21 -4 0.17 -0.06 0.15 0.55 90 2.32 111 88 50 0 7 2 0
MINNEAPOLIS    44 22 79 1 33 -1 0.25 -0.15 0.18 1.15 114 3.35 120 83 43 0 5 2 0
ROCHESTER      41 21 75 -3 31 -2 0.81 0.34 0.78 2.02 168 3.61 112 88 63 0 5 2 1
ST. CLOUD      44 18 73 -3 31 1 0.25 -0.13 0.19 1.30 136 2.22 93 91 47 0 5 2 0

MO COLUMBIA       65 34 91 12 50 3 0.20 -0.48 0.20 3.17 164 5.10 82 71 35 1 3 1 0
KANSAS CITY    66 31 93 9 49 4 0.11 -0.44 0.09 2.24 147 4.19 101 72 31 2 4 2 0
SAINT LOUIS    65 35 88 15 50 3 0.66 -0.16 0.66 4.96 224 7.46 106 74 32 0 3 1 1
SPRINGFIELD    67 35 90 15 51 3 0.23 -0.58 0.23 3.69 159 6.76 93 77 29 1 3 1 0

MS JACKSON        71 43 83 27 57 -1 0.24 -1.03 0.22 3.17 83 9.53 66 85 33 0 1 2 0
MERIDIAN       72 40 83 29 56 -3 0.66 -0.59 0.56 4.28 106 11.73 78 89 35 0 1 2 1
TUPELO         69 41 85 26 55 -1 0.43 -0.74 0.43 1.40 38 9.60 69 81 35 0 2 1 0

MT BILLINGS       61 34 83 6 48 9 0.01 -0.20 0.01 1.03 198 1.70 104 65 29 0 2 1 0
BUTTE          58 30 70 13 44 11 0.00 -0.15 0.00 0.48 127 1.20 98 69 24 0 5 0 0
CUT BANK       53 34 66 -2 44 12 0.05 -0.03 0.05 0.32 150 0.34 51 74 40 0 3 1 0
GLASGOW        58 27 77 -2 42 10 0.28 0.18 0.28 0.66 227 1.04 96 87 39 0 4 1 0
GREAT FALLS    57 37 76 -6 47 12 0.19 0.04 0.14 1.51 384 2.18 142 67 38 0 3 2 0
HAVRE          59 30 76 -9 44 11 0.09 -0.03 0.09 0.43 141 0.58 51 79 42 0 3 1 0
MISSOULA       53 34 75 17 43 5 0.33 0.13 0.20 2.37 398 4.06 166 92 51 0 3 3 0

NC ASHEVILLE      61 31 76 22 46 -3 0.79 -0.06 0.52 1.88 73 7.96 78 89 39 0 5 3 1
CHARLOTTE      66 40 83 31 53 0 0.72 -0.15 0.50 1.50 54 5.56 59 75 33 0 2 2 1
GREENSBORO     64 36 76 27 50 -1 0.36 -0.48 0.30 1.54 61 7.70 88 77 34 0 3 2 0
HATTERAS       61 47 70 41 54 0 1.16 0.17 1.03 1.91 63 7.81 63 87 51 0 0 3 1
RALEIGH        66 39 80 29 52 0 0.69 -0.25 0.67 1.14 40 5.33 59 76 32 0 2 2 1
WILMINGTON     66 41 84 32 53 -2 1.86 0.97 1.80 2.19 80 6.42 64 92 38 0 1 2 1

ND BISMARCK       50 18 75 -6 34 3 0.12 -0.07 0.09 0.48 91 1.90 124 93 47 0 7 2 0
DICKINSON      53 22 75 -7 38 6 0.00 -0.12 0.00 0.20 64 0.31 36 88 43 0 4 0 0
FARGO          40 16 63 0 28 0 0.04 -0.26 0.04 0.20 25 1.97 89 90 62 0 6 1 0
GRAND FORKS    33 12 49 -8 22 -3 0.09 -0.12 0.09 0.45 76 2.25 140 89 69 0 7 1 0
JAMESTOWN      43 16 70 -2 29 1 0.00 -0.17 0.00 0.00 0 0.00 0 95 57 0 7 0 0

NE GRAND ISLAND   70 27 98 5 48 7 0.00 -0.33 0.00 0.14 16 0.83 38 68 22 1 3 0 0
LINCOLN        68 24 97 8 46 4 0.17 -0.20 0.17 0.38 40 1.90 74 75 25 1 4 1 0
NORFOLK        64 24 96 4 44 5 0.01 -0.33 0.01 0.84 97 1.46 64 83 30 1 4 1 0
NORTH PLATTE   71 24 94 3 47 7 0.00 -0.23 0.00 0.39 65 1.03 65 81 19 1 5 0 0
OMAHA          64 26 96 7 45 3 0.13 -0.29 0.11 0.93 86 2.06 74 79 33 1 4 2 0
SCOTTSBLUFF    71 29 92 6 50 9 0.00 -0.23 0.00 0.43 71 1.04 67 65 15 1 3 0 0
VALENTINE      66 24 87 -6 45 6 0.26 0.04 0.25 0.41 66 1.20 78 81 26 0 3 2 0

NH CONCORD        48 26 62 18 37 3 1.98 1.21 0.96 3.52 159 8.43 108 85 42 0 6 3 2

NJ ATLANTIC_CITY  53 32 66 23 42 -1 0.73 -0.35 0.63 1.45 46 6.02 61 85 43 0 3 3 1
NEWARK         53 35 67 25 44 1 0.69 -0.29 0.59 3.41 121 8.05 87 83 39 0 3 2 1

NM ALBUQUERQUE    80 43 90 31 62 12 0.00 -0.10 0.00 0.00 0 1.35 123 32 10 1 1 0 0

NV ELY            74 33 83 27 54 15 0.00 -0.22 0.00 0.27 41 1.96 87 60 11 0 4 0 0
LAS VEGAS      90 65 97 59 77 16 0.00 -0.08 0.00 0.00 0 0.74 44 26 9 4 0 0 0
RENO           81 44 87 41 62 15 0.00 -0.16 0.00 0.00 0 1.66 57 59 12 0 0 0 0
WINNEMUCCA     78 30 86 26 54 11 0.00 -0.19 0.00 0.06 11 1.74 77 66 12 0 6 0 0

NY ALBANY         44 27 62 18 36 -1 0.74 0.01 0.35 1.76 84 5.65 81 84 48 0 6 3 0
BINGHAMTON     42 23 65 10 33 0 1.30 0.60 0.74 3.87 192 8.56 121 91 56 0 7 4 1
BUFFALO        44 25 61 15 34 0 1.04 0.40 0.87 3.30 168 8.55 109 88 55 0 6 3 1
ROCHESTER      45 24 66 13 35 -1 0.84 0.29 0.62 2.82 167 8.82 138 87 56 0 7 2 1
SYRACUSE       46 25 72 17 35 1 1.44 0.75 0.78 3.28 163 10.07 142 92 52 0 7 4 1

OH AKRON-CANTON   53 27 73 12 40 1 0.39 -0.35 0.32 2.30 107 5.94 79 88 48 0 3 2 0
CINCINNATI     60 34 74 18 47 3 0.74 -0.21 0.45 5.32 190 8.17 88 80 40 0 3 2 0
CLEVELAND      54 28 75 15 41 2 0.47 -0.20 0.40 2.33 114 5.30 70 84 49 0 3 2 0
COLUMBUS       58 32 77 20 45 3 0.68 -0.16 0.68 3.56 148 8.02 102 78 42 0 3 1 1
DAYTON         57 31 72 18 44 1 0.61 -0.19 0.61 4.09 179 7.73 100 87 44 0 3 1 1
MANSFIELD      54 27 72 14 41 2 0.45 -0.29 0.43 2.31 104 4.81 60 87 47 0 4 2 0

Based on 1991-2020 normals *** Not Available

Weather Data for the Week Ending March 21, 2026
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TOLEDO         56 28 74 16 42 2 0.39 -0.18 0.31 3.97 229 6.00 94 87 45 0 3 3 0
YOUNGSTOWN     52 27 73 13 39 2 0.35 -0.37 0.23 2.55 118 6.25 81 90 47 0 4 3 0

OK OKLAHOMA CITY  77 39 96 22 58 6 0.00 -0.61 0.00 0.83 50 2.27 51 70 17 3 3 0 0
TULSA          75 42 95 20 58 6 0.00 -0.74 0.00 1.33 66 3.00 57 65 23 2 3 0 0

OR ASTORIA        54 44 61 36 49 3 1.95 0.16 0.79 8.94 162 19.43 96 95 68 0 0 5 2
BURNS          70 25 79 20 48 8 0.00 -0.21 0.00 0.44 69 2.28 78 86 17 0 7 0 0
EUGENE         68 39 77 34 53 6 0.12 -0.90 0.12 1.75 54 10.97 78 96 42 0 0 1 0
MEDFORD        76 41 82 35 58 10 0.00 -0.40 0.00 0.58 46 5.01 84 84 24 0 0 0 0
PENDLETON      66 42 75 28 54 9 0.30 0.00 0.29 0.52 58 0.93 25 78 30 0 1 2 0
PORTLAND       62 47 70 39 54 6 0.15 -0.75 0.06 4.90 177 12.68 110 89 46 0 0 3 0
SALEM          64 45 71 37 54 6 0.08 -0.87 0.05 2.91 95 10.23 74 88 46 0 0 2 0

PA ALLENTOWN      51 30 67 19 40 -1 1.10 0.25 0.81 4.34 176 7.61 89 88 42 0 4 3 1
ERIE           50 28 69 20 39 3 0.46 -0.24 0.27 2.91 139 7.87 98 87 48 0 5 4 0
MIDDLETOWN     53 32 67 22 43 0 1.06 0.17 0.61 3.71 150 7.61 94 86 41 0 3 3 1
PHILADELPHIA   55 36 68 28 46 1 0.68 -0.27 0.46 1.79 66 5.70 66 81 41 0 2 3 0
PITTSBURGH     54 27 71 15 40 0 0.46 -0.25 0.29 3.20 150 7.73 100 85 44 0 4 3 0
WILKES-BARRE   49 28 68 18 38 0 1.57 0.93 1.17 3.31 179 6.17 94 88 49 0 6 2 1
WILLIAMSPORT   49 29 65 19 39 -1 1.61 0.89 1.24 3.03 145 6.00 81 92 49 0 5 4 1

RI PROVIDENCE     50 31 63 23 40 1 1.97 0.78 1.75 4.02 123 9.20 86 88 45 0 5 2 1
SC CHARLESTON     70 41 87 31 56 -4 0.37 -0.37 0.28 0.50 22 5.40 62 87 35 0 1 2 0

COLUMBIA       69 40 86 32 54 -2 0.62 -0.16 0.46 0.87 34 6.22 66 88 35 0 1 3 0
FLORENCE       68 38 87 30 53 -3 0.31 -0.38 0.31 0.71 32 5.37 65 83 35 0 3 1 0
GREENVILLE     65 37 84 28 51 -2 1.09 0.08 0.56 3.04 98 8.33 75 88 35 0 4 3 1

SD ABERDEEN       50 16 76 -3 33 1 0.05 -0.15 0.05 0.35 62 1.31 76 94 48 0 5 1 0
HURON          55 17 81 -5 36 2 0.17 -0.09 0.09 0.59 88 1.20 59 94 41 0 5 2 0
RAPID CITY     67 28 87 -2 47 11 0.00 -0.19 0.00 0.42 81 0.79 59 65 22 0 3 0 0
SIOUX FALLS    53 18 89 1 36 0 0.33 -0.03 0.25 0.92 100 1.25 53 95 44 0 5 2 0

TN BRISTOL        62 32 77 22 47 -1 0.80 -0.07 0.72 2.24 83 9.63 94 88 38 0 5 2 1
CHATTANOOGA    69 38 87 27 53 0 0.98 -0.24 0.98 3.39 92 9.88 72 88 33 0 3 1 1
KNOXVILLE      66 37 83 26 51 0 1.30 0.24 1.30 3.76 113 12.13 94 82 35 0 4 1 1
MEMPHIS        68 43 84 25 56 1 0.74 -0.56 0.74 4.25 108 8.89 70 67 36 0 2 1 1
NASHVILLE      67 41 89 25 54 2 0.80 -0.21 0.70 1.74 56 8.14 70 71 32 0 2 2 1

TX ABILENE        79 48 97 31 63 5 0.00 -0.40 0.00 2.81 239 4.92 138 56 19 2 2 0 0
AMARILLO       80 39 98 18 59 9 0.00 -0.32 0.00 0.66 82 1.19 58 35 10 3 2 0 0
AUSTIN         81 47 97 31 64 1 0.00 -0.67 0.00 1.55 81 3.83 59 77 20 3 1 0 0
BEAUMONT       72 47 79 32 59 -5 0.02 -0.81 0.02 3.03 127 8.96 83 88 42 0 1 1 0
BROWNSVILLE    82 58 92 50 70 -1 0.00 -0.33 0.00 0.00 0 0.26 8 83 37 1 0 0 0
CORPUS CHRISTI 81 52 96 43 66 -2 0.00 -0.55 0.00 0.64 40 1.74 40 80 29 2 0 0 0
DEL RIO        83 51 98 37 67 1 0.00 -0.28 0.00 0.00 0 0.50 25 65 15 3 0 0 0
EL PASO        84 46 95 37 65 6 0.00 -0.05 0.00 0.01 6 1.68 170 29 8 4 0 0 0
FORT WORTH     77 47 91 34 62 3 0.00 -0.72 0.00 3.12 138 15.75 209 66 25 1 0 0 0
GALVESTON      70 56 77 41 63 -3 0.01 -0.73 0.01 2.02 96 8.65 101 79 48 0 0 1 0
HOUSTON        76 49 88 33 62 -2 0.00 -0.76 0.00 3.35 141 7.92 87 84 31 0 0 0 0
LUBBOCK        80 39 98 22 60 6 0.00 -0.26 0.00 0.00 0 1.71 85 36 10 3 2 0 0
MIDLAND        81 46 98 32 63 5 0.94 0.80 0.94 0.94 220 2.93 175 37 10 3 1 1 1
SAN ANGELO     82 44 100 26 63 3 0.00 -0.33 0.00 0.83 83 1.79 57 63 14 4 2 0 0
SAN ANTONIO    81 49 98 36 65 2 0.00 -0.53 0.00 0.47 30 2.13 40 73 19 3 0 0 0
VICTORIA       77 47 90 31 62 -3 0.00 -0.68 0.00 2.61 132 4.15 62 86 30 1 1 0 0
WACO           78 45 92 26 62 2 0.00 -0.74 0.00 0.81 37 3.04 40 81 25 2 2 0 0
WICHITA FALLS  81 40 99 26 60 5 0.00 -0.47 0.00 0.33 24 2.79 70 67 15 3 2 0 0

UT SALT LAKE CITY 71 43 84 27 57 10 0.00 -0.41 0.00 1.31 117 2.81 73 56 18 0 1 0 0
VA LYNCHBURG      61 31 78 23 46 -1 1.30 0.43 1.18 2.77 109 8.76 98 84 34 0 5 3 1

NORFOLK        60 40 74 34 50 -1 0.80 -0.06 0.74 1.45 57 7.28 84 83 43 0 0 3 1
RICHMOND       63 36 77 27 50 1 0.19 -0.77 0.14 0.98 35 7.86 91 79 33 0 2 3 0
ROANOKE        60 33 78 22 46 -3 0.82 0.02 0.43 1.75 73 6.61 78 76 32 0 4 2 0
WASH/DULLES    59 34 72 23 46 2 1.35 0.52 0.89 2.65 112 8.18 103 82 37 0 2 4 1

VT BURLINGTON     42 25 68 14 34 1 0.98 0.48 0.52 1.64 109 5.10 94 82 44 0 6 4 1
WA OLYMPIA        56 42 66 28 49 5 2.31 1.02 0.82 7.91 198 16.98 100 96 64 0 1 6 3

QUILLAYUTE     51 43 53 35 47 3 0.00 -2.69 0.00 0.00 0 10.81 35 98 81 0 0 0 0
SEATTLE-TACOMA 54 45 57 35 49 2 1.52 0.57 0.51 5.51 190 13.03 104 95 70 0 0 6 1
SPOKANE        54 40 64 20 47 6 0.06 -0.36 0.04 1.28 101 3.52 75 75 42 0 2 2 0
YAKIMA         66 41 77 28 53 9 0.01 -0.12 0.01 0.44 94 1.99 81 76 29 0 2 1 0

WI EAU CLAIRE     43 19 75 -3 31 -1 0.24 -0.22 0.24 1.39 118 3.00 91 93 47 0 6 1 0
GREEN BAY      36 21 54 2 28 -5 0.48 0.04 0.43 1.90 154 5.63 147 91 63 0 5 2 0
LA CROSSE      46 23 83 3 35 -2 1.04 0.57 0.92 2.13 173 4.49 122 91 48 0 5 3 1
MADISON        44 24 76 5 34 -1 1.02 0.52 0.66 3.17 228 5.75 131 92 54 0 5 4 1
MILWAUKEE      44 25 73 10 35 -3 1.55 1.07 1.33 2.83 205 5.07 104 89 53 0 4 2 1

WV BECKLEY        55 31 75 13 44 0 0.62 -0.30 0.50 1.76 64 8.04 89 77 41 0 3 2 1
CHARLESTON     61 31 75 16 46 0 0.65 -0.29 0.57 2.43 83 7.40 77 89 38 0 4 2 1
ELKINS         56 28 71 10 42 1 0.86 -0.04 0.42 3.93 145 9.50 105 95 44 0 5 3 0
HUNTINGTON     64 35 79 20 49 2 0.85 -0.11 0.78 2.86 98 7.53 80 72 36 0 3 2 1

WY CASPER         68 32 83 5 50 13 0.10 -0.10 0.10 0.31 59 1.00 63 62 19 0 2 1 0
CHEYENNE       65 35 83 6 50 12 0.22 0.00 0.22 0.87 146 1.40 95 54 21 0 2 1 0
LANDER         67 33 82 9 50 13 0.09 -0.23 0.09 1.12 151 1.57 80 57 20 0 2 1 0
SHERIDAN       65 29 83 8 47 10 0.00 -0.24 0.00 0.84 139 1.77 94 80 24 0 2 0 0

Based on 1991-2020 normals *** Not Available
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 International Weather and Crop Summary 
 

March 15 – 21, 2026 
 International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 
 

EUROPE:  Mostly dry and warm weather promoted fieldwork 
and winter crop development, though locally heavy showers 
lingered in parts of southern Europe. 
 
WESTEN FSU:  Unseasonably warm weather ushered winter 
crops out of dormancy from Moldova and southern Ukraine into 
southwestern Russia. 
 
MIDDLE EAST:  A slow-moving storm brought moderate to very 
heavy rain and snow to western and central portions of the region. 
 
NORTHWEST AFRICA:  Widespread showers maintained good 
to excellent yield prospects for reproductive winter grains. 
 
AUSTRALIA:  Dry and warm weather in eastern Australia 
favored cotton and sorghum harvesting, while Tropical Cyclone 
Narelle triggered heavy to excessive rain in the far north. 

EAST ASIA:  Beneficial showers aided winter rapeseed and 
spring rice across southern China. 
 
SOUTH AFRICA:  The Maize Triangle experienced extensive 
and beneficial precipitation over large areas. 
 
ARGENTINA:  Widespread showers returned to the east, offering 
welcome relief and helping to replenish soil moisture. 
 
BRAZIL:  Rainfall remained widespread across the region, with 
the exception of the far south and portions of the east, where drier 
conditions prevailed. 
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Footer text 

M o s t l y  d r y  a n d  w a rm  c o n d i t i o n s  o v e r  c e n t r a l  
a n d  n o r th e rn  Eu ro p e  c o n t r a s t ed  w i th  lo ca l l y  
h e a v y  r a in f a l l  f a r th e r  s o u t h .   Ou t s i d e  o f  l i g h t  
e a r l y - w e ek  s h o w e r s  ( l e s s  t h a n  1 0  m m ) ,  s u n n y  
a n d  w a r m  w e a th e r  p r o m o t ed  s e a s o n a l  f i e l d wo r k  
a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m en t  o f  v e g e ta t i v e  w i n te r  c ro p s  
f r o m  F ra n c e  an d  s o u th e a s t e r n  E n g l an d  e a s t wa r d  
i n t o  P o l an d ,  t h e  B a l t i c  S t a t e s ,  a n d  th e  D an u b e  
R i v e r  Va l l e y .   Te m p e ra t u r e s  i n  th e s e  c r o p l an d s  
a v e r ag ed  1  to  3 ° C  a b o v e  n o r m a l  b u t  u p  t o  6 ° C  
a b o v e  n o rm a l  in  t h e  B a l t i c s ;  h o w ev e r ,  n e a r -  t o  
b e l o w- n o r m a l  t em p er a t u r e s  ( u p  t o  3 ° C b e lo w 
n o rm a l )  l i n g e r e d  i n  s o u th e a s t e r n  E u r o p e .   
M e a n w h i l e ,  a  b ro a d  a r e a  o f  l o w  p r e s s u r e  w es t  
o f  t h e  Ib e r i an  P en i n s u l a  t r ig g e r ed  l i g h t  t o  
m o d e r a t e  s h o w e r s  ( 5 -5 5  m m )  i n  Po r tu g a l  an d   
 

s o u t h e r n  S p a in  a s  i t  d r i f t e d  so u th w a rd ,  b o o s t in g  
m o i s t u r e  s u p p l i e s  f o r  v e g e t a t iv e  to  h e ad in g  
w i n t e r  g r a i n s .   F a r t h e r  e a s t ,  a  p a i r  o f  
r e t r o g ra d in g  ( w e s t w a rd  m o v i n g )  s to r m s  o v e r  
t h e  c e n t r a l  M e d i t e r r a n e an  S e a  g en e r a t e d  
p o ck e t s  o f  m o d e ra t e  to  l o c a l ly  ex c e s s i v e  r a i n  
a l o n g  a n d  ad j a c en t  t o  t h e  P o  R i v e r  V a l l e y  o f  
n o r th e rn  I t a l y  ( 1 0 - 1 3 5  m m ) ,  t h e  s o u t h e rn  
I t a l i a n  P en i n su l a  ( 2 5 - 2 5 5  m m ) ,  a n d  t h e  w e s t e r n  
B a l k a n s  (1 0 - 4 5  m m ) .   C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  m o i s tu r e  
s u p p l i e s  r e m a in ed  o v e ra l l  f a v o ra b l e  in  s o u t h e r n  
E u ro p e  fo r  v e g e t a t i v e  to  h ea d in g  w in t e r  c r o p s . 
 
*Surface-based weather station data from France and 
Hungary were either missing or suspect; radar and 
satellite data were used to augment the analysis. 

EUROPE 
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Footer text  

Sunny  and  warm weather  ushered  win ter  c rops  
ou t  o f  dormancy  in  the  sou th  and  eroded  the  
l inger ing  snowpack  fa r ther  nor th .   Tempera tu res  
fo r  the  week  averaged  2  to  6°C above  norma l  in  
cen t ra l  and  nor thern  po r t ions  o f  the  reg ion  and  1  
to  2°C above  normal  in  the  sou thwest .   The  
anomalous  warmth  ush ered  win ter  c rops  ou t  o f   
 

dormancy  in  Moldova ,  sou thern  Ukra ine ,  and 
sou thwestern  Russ ia  on e  to  two  weeks  ahead  of  
average .   However ,  a  modera te  to  deep  snowpack  
(10-70  cm)  pers i s ted  in  Ru ss ia ’s  Cen t ra l  Di s t r ic t  
a t  the  end  of  the  moni to r ing  per iod ,  though  the  
sou thern  edge  o f  t he  snow cover  e ro ded 
nor thward  in  response  to  the  pas t  week’s  warmth . 
 
 
  

WESTERN FSU 



March 24, 2026 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 11 
 

 
Footer text 

A  p o t e n t ,  s lo w - m o v in g  M e d i t e r r a n e an  s t o r m  
s y s t e m  b ro u g h t  m o d e r a t e  t o  h ea v y  r a i n  an d  
h i g h - e l ev a t i o n  s n o w  t o  m u c h  o f  t h e  r e g io n .   
T h e  l e ad i n g  ed g e  o f  t h e  s t o rm  ap p ro a ch e d  th e  
e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r an e an  C o a s t  b y  m id w e ek ,  w i t h  
a d d i t io n a l  u p p e r - a i r  en e rg y  c au s i n g  t h e  s t o r m  
t o  in t en s i f y  an d  d r i f t  s l o w l y  a s h o r e  d u r in g  th e  
l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  m o n i to r i n g  p e r io d .   I n  T u rk ey ,  
w e e k l y  p r e c ip i t a t i o n  t o t a l s  ( r a in  an d  s n o w ,  
l i q u id  eq u iv a l en t )  v a r i e d  f ro m  1 0  to  6 0  m m  o n  
t h e  An a t o l i a n  P l a t e au  t o  m o r e  t h an  1 0 0  m m  
( l o c a l ly  a s  m u ch  a s  2 7 5  m m )  a c ro s s  s o u th e r n  
a n d  so u th e a s t e rn  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .   
S i m i l a r l y ,  s a t e l l i t e - d e r i v ed  p r ec i p i t a t io n  
e s t i m a t e s  t o p p e d  1 0 0  m m  i n  n o r th e rn  Sy r i a *  
a n d  ex c e ed e d  2 0 0  m m  i n  n o r th e rn  a n d   
 

n o r th e a s t e r n  I r a q * .   Sa t e l l i t e  d a t a  i n d i c a t ed  a  
s h a r p  w e s t - to - ea s t  g r a d i e n t  i n  w e s t e r n  I r an *  
f r o m  m o r e  t h an  1 0 0  m m  in  th e  f a r  we s t  t o  l e s s  
t h a n  1 0  m m  a w ay  f ro m  t h e  P e r s i an  G u l f  an d  th e  
b o rd e r  w i th  I r a q .   T h e  r e s u l t an t  s o i l  m o i s t u r e  
i m p ro v em e n t s  b o o s t ed  w i n t e r  c r o p  y i e l d  
p r o sp e c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  s u m m e r  c r o p  i r r i g a t i o n  
r e s e r v e s .   H o w ev e r ,  m o s t ly  d r y  a n d  wa r m  
w e a t h e r  i n d i c a t ed  b y  s a t e l l i t e  i n  n o r th e a s t e r n  
I r a n  ( Kh o r a s a n )  su p p o r t ed  s e a s o n a l  f i e ld wo r k  
a n d  w in t e r  g r a in  d e v e lo p m e n t .  
 
*Surface-based weather  sta t ion da ta f rom Iran,  
Iraq,  and  much of  Syria  were e i ther  miss ing or  
suspec t;  radar  and sa tel l i te  da ta were used  to  
augment  the  analys is .   

MIDDLE EAST 



12  Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin March 24, 2026 
 

 
Footer text  

W i d e s p r e ad  sh o w er s  m a in t a in e d  g o o d  t o  
e x c e l l en t  c o n d i t io n s  fo r  w i n t e r  g r a in s  ac ro s s  
t h e  r e g io n .   A n  u p p e r - a i r  l o w  w e s t  o f  t h e  
I b e r i a n  P e n in s u l a  d r i f t e d  s o u t h w ar d ,  t r i g g e r in g  
v a r i ab l e  s h o we r s  a n d  th u n d e r s t o rm s  ( 2 -4 0  m m )  
o v e r  Mo r o c c o .   M e a n w h i l e ,  a  p a i r  o f  
r e t r o g ra d in g  ( w e s t w a rd  m o v in g )  d i s t u rb a n ce s   
 

o v e r  th e  Me d i t e r r an e an  S e a  g en e ra t e d  p e r i o d s  
o f  r a in  a c ro s s  A l g e r i a  ( 5 - 2 5  m m ,  lo c a l ly  m o r e  
t h a n  5 0  m m  i n  th e  n o r t h e a s t )  an d  Tu n i s i a  ( 5 - 4 5  
m m ) .   C o n s eq u e n t ly ,  y i e l d  p ro s p e c t s  r e m a in e d  
g o o d  t o  ex c e l l en t  f o r  r ep ro d u c t i v e  to  f i l l i n g  
w i n t e r  b a r l e y  an d  v e g e ta t i v e  t o  f lo w e r i n g  
w i n t e r  wh e a t  r eg i o n w id e .  
  

NORTHWESTERN AFRICA 
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Footer text 

Sunny skies and near- to above-normal temperatures 
in New South Wales and southern Queensland 
promoted cotton and sorghum drydown and 
harvesting.  Anomalous warmth was most 
pronounced in central and southern New South 
Wales,  where temperatures for the week averaged up 
to 3°C above normal (daytime highs reaching the  
 

mid-30s degrees C).  Meanwhile, Tropical Cyclone 
Narelle moved westward across the northern tip of 
the continent,  producing 100 to 400 mm of rainfall 
in northern Queensland and 50 to 175 mm in 
northern portions of the Northern Territory and 
Western Australia; the downpours caused localized 
flooding but fell outside primary growing areas. 

AUSTRALIA  
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Footer text  

Benefic ia l  rainfal l  across  eas t-centra l  and 
southern China supported win ter  rapeseed,  sp r ing 
r ice,  and some win ter  wheat .   The Yangtze Val ley 
and sou theastern areas rece ived 10 to  100 mm of 
rain ,  support ing reproductive rapeseed  and  newly  
sown ear ly-crop r ice.   Near-  to  above-normal  
temperatures (up to  4°C above normal)  preva i led 
across much of  th is  region,  promot ing c rop  
 

development.   Dayt ime highs ranged from the 
upper  teens  to  lower  20s (degrees  C) .   In  Japan,  
rainfa l l  general ly  to ta led 10  to  50  mm and 
temperatures averaged near  to  above normal (up  to  
3°C above normal) .   The Korean Peninsula was  
dr ier  overa l l ,  with  sca t tered showers ( less than  25 
mm) in  South Korea,  while  tempera tures  remained 
near  to  above normal  (up to  2°C above normal) . 

EASTERN ASIA 



March 24, 2026 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 15 
 

 
Footer text 

Rainfall re turned to much of the Maize Triangle,  
except  for some western portions of North West 
and Free State,  where amounts were general ly 
under  10 mm.  While  most regions received 10 to 
100 mm, a few isolated spots measured more than 
100 mm.  Temperatures were mild, averaging near 
to 2°C above normal,  with daytime highs mostly in 
the upper  20s to  lower  30s (degrees C) .  Elsewhere,  
 

condit ions were generally dry with only scat tered 
showers,  mainly  in  Eastern and Northern Cape.  
Temperatures averaged up to 4°C above normal,  
and daytime highs ranged from the lower to upper 
30s, with some locat ions in Western and Northern 
Cape reaching the lower 40s.  The hot  weather 
fostered rapid development of crops in  irr igated 
farming areas in  the Cape Provinces.  
 

SOUTH AFRICA 
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Footer text  

Showers covered much of  the reg ion,  par t icula r ly  
in  eastern  and sou thern areas where water  def ic i t s  
had been a  concern.   Rainfa l l  to ta led 10 to  100 
mm, wi th  loca l ized amounts near ing 200 mm, 
especial ly  in  Buenos  Aires,  provid ing welcome 
rel ief  and help ing to  replen ish so i l  moisture.   
Tempera tures var ied across the region,  with  
daytime h ighs mostly  in  the lower  to  midd le 30s  
(degrees C) ,  bu t  s l igh tly  cooler  (upper  20s)  across 
southern La Pampa and Buenos Aires.   Accord ing 
to  the government’s March 19  repor t ,  r ecent   
 

ra infa l l  improved  condi t ions for  la te-planted and 
second-crop corn moving through reproduct ive 
stages and a lso  benef i ted ear ly-plan ted crops in  
grain  f i l l ing;  the moistu re also improved prospects  
for  la ter -plan ted  soybeans  in  f lower ing and pod 
format ion.   In  Sa lta  and Sant iago  del  Este ro,  
adequate soi l  moisture  suppor ted genera l ly  good 
crop condit ions,  wi th  cot ton  progressing  f rom 
f lowering  to  bol l  fo rmat ion.   Overa l l  crop 
prospects remain favorable,  with  most  soybean  
f ields in  good to  very good condit ion.  

ARGENTINA 
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Footer text 

W i d e s p r e ad  sh o w er s  c o n t i n u ed  to  su p p o r t  
g e n e r a l l y  f a v o r ab l e  co n d i t i o n s  fo r  co rn  an d  
c o t t o n  a c ro s s  c e n t r a l  an d  n o r th e rn  B r a z i l ,  w i t h  
m o s t  p r o d u c t io n  a r e a s  r e c e iv i n g  1 0  t o  1 0 0  m m  
o f  r a in  an d  s o m e  l o c a l i z e d  p o c k e t s  t o p p i n g  1 0 0  
t o  2 0 0  m m .   R a i n f a l l  w a s  m o r e  l im i t e d  in  th e  
s o u t h  n e a r  R i o  G r an d e  d o  Su l  a n d  in  p a r t s  o f  
B a h i a ,  wh e re  to t a l s  s t ay e d  b e lo w 1 0  m m .   A s id e  
f r o m  th e  f a r  s o u t h  —  w h e r e  t e m p e ra t u r e s  r a n  u p  
t o  4 ° C  ab o v e  n o r m a l  —  t e m p er a tu r e s  ac r o s s  t h e  
r e g io n  w e r e  n e a r  av e r a g e ,  w i t h  d a y t i m e  h i g h s   
 

i n  t h e  l o we r  to  m id d l e  3 0 s  (d e g r e e s  C ) .   
A c c o rd i n g  to  P a r a n á ’ s  M a r ch  1 9  r ep o r t ,  w e t  
c o n d i t i o n s  in  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h a v e  s l o we d  
f i e l d wo r k  a n d  d e lay e d  s e co n d - c r o p  co r n  
p l a n t in g .   I n  R i o  G r an d e  d o  Su l ,  s o y b e an  a n d  
c o rn  h a r v e s t s  a r e  p ro g r e s s i n g ,  b u t  b o t h  c ro p s  
s h o w e d  h ig h ly  u n e v e n  p e r f o r m an c e  d u e  t o  
i r r eg u l a r ,  p o o r l y  d i s t r i b u t ed  r a in f a l l  an d  
p e r io d s  o f  h e a t -d r iv en  w a t e r  s t r e s s ,  l e a v in g  
p o t en t i a l  y i e l d s  v a r i ab l e  an d  r e m a i n in g  f i e l d s  
d e p en d e n t  o n  a d d i t i o n a l  m o i s t u r e . 

BRAZIL 
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With drought covering nearly 55 percent of the Lower 48 States in mid-March 2026, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, 
there are few concerns related to spring flooding.  Although minor to locally moderate spring flooding is the most likely outcome 
in some areas, including parts of the middle Mississippi Valley and along the Red River of the North, large-scale issues are 
not expected.  However, even a spring with few overall wetness-related concerns can feature flooding from episodic heavy-
rain events, such as what recently occurred in southern Indiana’s White River Valley in the wake of early-March downpours. 
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