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United States and Canadian Cattle Inventory Down Slightly

All cattle and calves in the United States and Canada combined totaled 97.3 million head on January 1, 2026, down
slightly from the 97.3 million head on January 1, 2025. All cows and heifers that have calved inventory at
41.6 million head, down slightly from a year ago.

All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2026 totaled 86.2 million head, down slightly from the
86.5 million head on January 1, 2025. All cows and heifers that have calved inventory at 37.2 million head, down slightly
from a year ago.

All cattle and calves in Canada as of January 1, 2026 totaled 11.1 million head, up 3 percent from the 10.9 million head
on January 1, 2025. All cows and heifers that have calved inventory at 4.39 million head, up 2 percent from a year ago.

United States and Canadian Sheep Inventory Down Slightly

All sheep and lambs in the United States and Canada combined totaled 5.82 million head on January 1, 2026, down
slightly from the 5.83 million head on January 1, 2025. Breeding sheep inventory at 4.21 million head, down 1 percent
from a year ago. Market sheep and lambs totaled 1.61 million head, up 2 percent from last year.

All sheep and lambs in the United States as of January 1, 2026 totaled 4.99 million head, down 1 percent from the
5.03 million head on January 1, 2025. Breeding sheep inventory at 3.61 million head, down 1 percent from a year ago.
Market sheep and lambs totaled 1.38 million head, up 1 percent from last year.

All sheep and lambs in Canada as of January 1, 2026 totaled 833,000 head, up 3 percent from last year's number of
808,900 head. Breeding sheep inventory at 603,400 head, up 2 percent from last year. Market sheep and lambs totaled
229,600 head, up 5 percent from a year ago.



Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States and Canada: January 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
Cattle anNd CaIVES .......oeiiiiiii e 105,101.5 103,303.7 100,086.0 98,127 .4
Cows and heifers that have calved ............cccooiii e, 44,992.6 43,968.2 42,833.3 41,726.6
Beef cows 34,567.7 33,618.1 32,471.2 31,4154
Milk cows 10,424.9 10,350.1 10,362.1 10,311.2
All Other Cattle .....ooiiiiie e 60,108.9 59,335.5 57,252.7 56,400.8
Calf CTOP 1 ettt 39,613.3 38,863.3 37,827.9 37,608.8
" January to December calf crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.
Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States and Canada:
January 1, 2025 and 2026
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]
2026 as
Class 2025 2026 percent
of 2025
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
Cattle AN CAIVES .......uvueiiiiiiiiiiiiie e a—————— 97,332.2 97,290.3 100.0
Cows and heifers that have calved ..., 41,590.4 41,5641 100.0
Beef cows 31,244 4 31,024.5 99.0
Milk cows 10,346.0 10,539.6 102.0
All Other Cattle ......eieieiie e 55,741.8 55,726.2 100.0
(07111 (o]« JL R 37,098.9 (X)

(X) Not applicable.
" January to December calf crop.

Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States: January 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
Cattle and CaIVES ......ccueiiiiiiiee e 93,586.5 91,788.7 88,841.0 87,157.4
Cows and heifers that have calved .............ccoooiiiiiiiii e 40,307.0 39,346.2 38,336.8 37,359.8
BEEF COWS .t 30,856.6 29,965.2 28,939.3 28,013.0
MILK COWS <.ttt 9,450.4 9,381.0 9,397.5 9,346.8
Heifers 500 pounds and OVET ..........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 20,045.6 19,656.5 18,760.7 18,320.0
For beef cow replacement ..............ccooiiiiiiiiiicie e 5,640.1 5,299.5 4,929.6 4,718.3
For milk cow replacement ... 4,498.0 4,222 1 4,073.6 3,951.2
Other NEIFEIS ... 9,907.5 10,134.9 9,757.5 9,650.5
Steers 500 pounds and over ... 16,742.8 16,696.7 16,056.5 15,959.2
Bulls 500 pounds and over ..... 2,210.5 2,109.6 2,029.0 2,030.7
Calves under 500 POUNAS ......cccuvviiiieeeiiiieiie e e e e e e raaea e 14,280.6 13,979.7 13,658.0 13,487.7
Calf CrOP " ettt et 35,130.9 34,439.5 33,563.0 33,416.5
" January to December calf crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service.
Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — United States: January 1, 2025 and 2026
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]
2026 as
Class 2025 2026 percent
of 2025
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
Cattle and CAIVES .......ooiiuiiiiiiiie s 86,472.2 86,155.3 100.0
Cows and heifers that have calved ............cccccuvveiiiiiiiiiie 37,272.8 37,175.5 100.0
Beef cows 27,892.0 27,607.2 99.0
Milk cows 9,380.8 9,568.3 102.0
Heifers 500 pounds and OVET ..........ccccuiiiiieiiiiiiiiee et e e 18,129.9 18,016.7 99.0
For beef cow replacement ... 4,672.5 4,714.2 101.0
For milk cow replacement ... 3,915.3 3,904.6 100.0
Other NEIEIS ... 9,542.1 9,397.9 98.0
Steers 500 pouNnds and OVET ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeaiiiee e e e e e e eeeeeea e 15,697.4 15,601.4 99.0
Bulls 500 pounds and over 2,009.0 2,014.7 100.0
Calves under 500 pounds 13,363.1 13,347.0 100.0
Calf CTOP " .ottt ettt 32,895.6 (X)
(X) Not applicable.
" January to December calf crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service.
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — Canada: January 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
Cattle and CAIVES ......ooiiiiiiiiii e 11,515.0 11,515.0 11,245.0 10,970.0
Cows and heifers that have calved .............cccocoiiiiiiiiii e 4,685.6 4,622.0 4,496.5 4,366.8
BEEF COWS ... 3,711 3,652.9 3,531.9 3,402.4
MILK COWS ...t 974.5 969.1 964.6 964.4
Heifers 1 year and OVEr ..........oeiiiiiiiee e 1,686.4 1,720.2 1,690.6 1,659.6
For beef cow replacement .............coocuviiiee i 572.7 576.0 540.5 516.6
For milk cow replacement ... 411.5 413.2 409.8 407.3
Other NEIEIS ...t 702.2 731.0 740.3 735.7
Steers 1 year and over .. 1,184.8 1,208.5 1,232.2 1,234.8
Bulls 1 year and over .... 215.6 213.2 209.9 200.5
CalVeS UNAEIN 1 YEAI ...coueiiiiiiiie ettt 3,742.6 3,751.1 3,615.8 3,508.3
Calf CTOP 1 ettt 4,482.4 4,423.8 4,264.9 4,192.3
" January to December calf crop.
Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.
Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop — Canada: January 1, 2025 and 2026
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]
2026 as
Class 2025 2026 percent
of 2025
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
Cattle and CAIVES ......oooiiiiiiiii s 10,860.0 11,135.0 103.0
Cows and heifers that have calved ..o 4,317.6 4,388.6 102.0
Beef cows 3,352.4 3,417.3 102.0
Milk cows 965.2 971.3 101.0
Heifers 1 year and OVET ..........ooiiiiiiiiii e 1,648.6 1,684.6 102.0
For beef cow replacement ... 519.0 543.7 105.0
For milk cow replacement ... 406.3 406.7 100.0
Other NEIEIS ... 723.3 734.2 102.0
StEErs 1 Year @Nd OVET .......coeiiiiiiiiieee et ee e e e e eee e e e e e s e eae e e e s neneeeeaeeens 1,210.9 1,224.7 101.0
Bulls 1 year and over .... 198.0 201.2 102.0
Calves under 1 year 3,484.9 3,635.9 104.0
Calf CTOP " ettt ettt ettt 4,203.3 (X)

(X) Not applicable.
" January to December calf crop.
Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada.

United States and Canadian Cattle and Sheep (March 2026)
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Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop — United States and Canada:

January 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
All sheep and [amDbs ..........oeiiii e 6,013.7 5,987.2 5,976.8 5,852.0
Breeding sheep and 1ambs ..........cooiiiiiiiiiii e 4,411.0 4,399.6 4,353.1 4,265.5
Replacement lambs - under one year old ..............cccooiiiiiiiiiniiic e 742.4 750.2 736.4 725.5
Ewes - one year old and Older ...........cocceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 3,475.5 3,461.6 3,426.5 3,351.5
Rams - one year old and older ............cooueiiiiiiiiiiiie e 193.1 187.8 190.2 188.5
Market sheep and lambs 1,602.7 1,587.6 1,623.7 1,586.5
Market sheep ' .... 83.0 83.0 87.0 81.0
MarKet [aMDS 2 .......oiiieiieieiecee ettt 1,519.7 1,504.6 1,536.7 1,505.5
[T o 3o o S PRSP 4,004.8 3,988.6 3,919.1 3,925.3
" United States market sheep only.
2 Canada market lambs include small amounts of market sheep.
3 January to December lamb crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section.
Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop — United States and Canada:
January 1, 2025 and 2026
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]
2026 as
Class 2025 2026 percent
of 2025
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
All sSheep and [amDS ... e 5,833.9 5,823.0 100
Breeding sheep and [ambs ..o 4,250.4 4,213.4 99
Replacement lambs - under one year old 703.6 690.3 98
Ewes - one year old and older ...................... 3,358.2 3,339.5 99
Rams - one year old and Older ............cooueiiiiiiiiiiiicice e 188.6 183.6 97
Market sheep and 1amDbs ............oooiiiiiiiii e 1,583.5 1,609.6 102
Market sheep ' 80.0 80.0 100
Market lambs 2 1,503.5 1,529.6 102
LaMD CrOP 23 ottt ettt et eeene 3,907.5 (X)

(X) Not applicable.
" United States market sheep only.
2 Canada market lambs include small amounts of market sheep.
3 January to December lamb crop.

Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section.
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Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop — United States: January 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
All sheep and [amDbS ...........oiiiii e a e 5,200.0 5,165.0 5,130.0 5,030.0
Breeding sheep and 1ambs ...........oooiiiiiiiii e 3,798.0 3,781.0 3,740.0 3,670.0
Replacement lambs - under one year old ............ccccoooiiiiiiiieiniiicce e 654.0 655.0 643.5 635.0
Ewes - one year old and older 2,974.0 2,962.0 2,930.0 2,870.0
Rams - one year old and older 170.0 164.0 166.5 165.0
Market sheep and 1amDbs ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiee e 1,402.0 1,384.0 1,390.0 1,360.0
Market sheep 83.0 83.0 87.0 81.0
Market lambs 1,319.0 1,301.0 1,303.0 1,279.0
LAMD CIOP 1 ettt 3,140.0 3,099.0 3,030.0 3,040.0

" January to December lamb crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service.

Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop — United States: January 1, 2025 and 2026

[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]

2026 as
Class 2025 2026 percent
of 2025
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
All Sheep and [amDbS ..........ooiiiiiii e e e e 5,025.0 4,990.0 99
Breeding sheep and [ambs ... 3,660.0 3,610.0 99
Replacement lambs - under one year old 615.0 600.0 98
Ewes - one year old and older 2,880.0 2,850.0 99
Rams - one year old and older 165.0 160.0 97
Market sheep and 1ambs .........coooviiiiiiiiii 1,365.0 1,380.0 101
Market sheep 80.0 80.0 100
MarKet [amMDS .....coiiieee e 1,285.0 1,300.0 101
LAMD CrOP T ettt ettt 3,030.0 (X)
(X) Not applicable.
" January to December lamb crop.
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service.
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Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop — Canada: January 1, 2021-2024

Class 2021 2022 2023 2024
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head)
All sheep and 1amDbs .......c.oiiiiiii s 813.7 822.2 846.8 822.0
Breeding sheep and 1ambs ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiii e 613.0 618.6 613.1 595.5
Replacement lambs - under one year old ..............cccooiiiiiiiiiniiic e 88.4 95.2 92.9 90.5
Ewes - one year old and older 501.5 499.6 496.5 481.5
Rams - one year old and older 231 23.8 23.7 235
Market sheep and 1ambs ............oooviiiiiiiiiiee e 200.7 203.6 233.7 226.5
LAMD CIOP 1 oottt 864.8 889.6 889.1 885.3
" January to December lamb crop.
Source: Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section.
Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop — Canada: January 1, 2025 and 2026
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun]
2026 as
Class 2025 2026 percent
of 2025
(1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent)
All sheep and 1ambs .......cooooiiiiiiiii 808.9 833.0 103
Breeding sheep and 1ambs ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiii 590.4 603.4 102
Replacement lambs - under one year old 88.6 90.3 102
Ewes - one year old and older ...................... 478.2 489.5 102
Rams - one year old and Older ............cooueiiiiiiiiiiiicice e 23.6 23.6 100
Market sheep and 1amDbS ..........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e aerereraaae 218.5 229.6 105
(15T 001 o3 o) o] o R 877.5 (X)

(X) Not applicable.
" January to December lamb crop.
Source: Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section.

United States and Canadian Cattle and Sheep (March 2026)
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This publication is a result of a joint effort by Statistics Canada and NASS to release the number of cattle and calves by
class and calf crop for both countries within one publication. This information was requested by the United States cattle
industry to provide producers additional information about potential beef, mutton, and lamb supplies. United States
inventory numbers were previously released on January 30, 2026. Canadian inventory numbers were released on
February 27, 2026.

Information Contacts

Listed below are the commodity specialists in the Livestock Branch of the National Agricultural Statistics Service to
contact for additional information. E-mail inquiries may be sent to nass@usda.gov.

Travis Averill, Chief, LiVEStOCK BIANCh ........ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e s e e eeaaereeeeeesesenans (202) 692-0069
Sherry Bertramsen — Livestock SIaughter ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiii e (202) 690-8632
Tiffany Byrne — Dairy PrOQUCES........ooouiiiuiiiieieeeee ettt ettt e (651) 440-7789
Ryan Cowen — Cattle, Cattle 0n FEed........cccveviiieiieiieiieiecie ettt ssaesne e (202) 720-3040
Kim DaPra — MilK PrOQUCHON ........cviiiiiiieiesiecie ettt ere e e staesaessaessbeessaesaessaessnesssessseesseens (202) 720-3278
Fatema Haque — Poultry Slaughter, Turkey Hatchery, Turkeys Raised..........c.ccecveiienieniiniiiiiiieeiee (202) 720-3244
Derron Martin — Catfish, Census of Aquaculture, Egg Products, Trout..........ccccoeevveciievierieneenieeieeiens (202) 690-3237
Ralph Mondesir — HOZS and Pigs ......ccvcviiiieiiiiiieiieieeeste sttt ere e e te st essreesreessaessaessaessseensaensaens (202) 720-3106
Suzanne Richards — Cost of Pollination, Honey, Honey Bee Colonies, Sheep and Goats....................... (202) 720-4448
Shulonda Shaw — Capacity of Refrigerated Warehouses, Cold Storage..........cccoeceeveiviiriiineeneenieneene, (202) 720-3240
AUtumn Stone — Layers, EGES .....uoviiiiie ettt ettt e te e e nae e enreeenee s (202) 690-3676
Takiyah Walker — Broiler Hatchery, Chicken Hatchery...........cccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e (202) 720-6147
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Access to NASS Reports
For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways:

» All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov.

» The national specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free subscription, visit
www.nass.usda.gov and click on “National” in upper right corner above “search” box to create an account and
select the reports you would like to receive.

» Economics, Statistics, and Market Information (ESMIS) — National Agricultural Library (NAL) website houses
NASS’s and other agency archived reports at https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. All email subscriptions containing
reports will be sent from https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. To receive the reports via e-mail, you will have to go to the
website, create a new account and subscribe to the reports. You should whitelist
notifications(@esmis.nal.usda.gov in your email client to avoid the emails going into spam/junk folders.

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540,
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@usda.gov.

If you have specific questions you would like an expert to respond to, please visit our “Ask A Specialist” website at
www.nass.usda.gov/Contact Us/Ask a Specialist.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027,
found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call
(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202)
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Spring 2026
USDA Data Users’ Meeting

April 22, 2026
1 p.m.CST

Join in-person or virtually =
www.nass.usda.gov/go/data_user
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USDA Spring Data Users’ Meeting

Join Us Online or in Kansas City
April 22, 2026

Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City
1 Memorial Drive
Kansas City, MO 64198

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will hold an open forum for users of U.S. domestic
and international agriculture data. NASS is organizing the 2026 Spring Data Users’ Meeting in cooperation with
five other USDA agencies — Agricultural Marketing Service, Economic Research Service, Farm Service
Agency, Foreign Agricultural Service, and World Agricultural Outlook Board — and the Census Bureau’s
Foreign Trade Division. Agency representatives will provide updates on recent and pending changes in
statistical and information programs important to agriculture, answer questions, and welcome comments and
input from data users.

For registration details or additional information about the Data Users’ Meeting, see the meeting page on the
NASS website (https://www.nass.usda.gov/go/data users).
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