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Broiler-Type Eggs Set in the United States Up 1 Percent

Hatcheries in the United States weekly program set 251 million eggs in incubators during the week ending
January 31, 2026, up 1 percent from a year ago. Average hatchability for chicks hatched during the week in the United
States was 79.1 percent. Average hatchability is calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the week by eggs set three-

weeks earlier.

Broiler-Type Chicks Placed in the United States Up 1 Percent

Broiler growers in the United States weekly program placed 195 million chicks for meat production during the week
ending January 31, 2026, up 1 percent from a year ago. Cumulative placements from the week ending January 10, 2026
through January 31, 2026 for the United States were 782 million. Cumulative placements were up 2 percent from the same
period a year earlier.



Broiler-Type Eggs Set — Selected States and United States: 2025 and 2026

Week ending
State December 27, January 3, January 10, January 17, January 24, January 31,
2025 2026 2026 2026 2026 2026
(1,000 eggs) (1,000 eggs) (1,000 eggs) (1,000 eggs) (1,000 eggs) (1,000 eggs)

Alabama ... 34,770 34,934 34,927 35,258 35,5627 35,592
Arkansas .... 26,616 26,706 27,062 25,850 26,497 27,015
Delaware ... 5,869 5,869 5,869 5,869 5,869 5,869
Georgia ...... 35,456 35,361 35,189 35,435 35,520 35,324
Kentucky .... 7,989 7,996 8,037 8,063 7,977 7,975
Maryland .... 8,383 8,383 8,385 8,383 8,383 8,383
Mississippi 18,050 18,202 18,198 18,197 18,244 18,358
MiISSOUI v 9,139 9,170 9,145 9,091 9,122 9,122
North Carolina ........cccccevevreenieiieeeen. 26,304 26,396 26,341 26,467 26,463 26,532
OKIahoma .......ccovviiiiiiciesece e 5,928 5,928 5,832 5,812 5,815 5,815
Pennsylvania .........cccceveiiiiinennenne. 9,020 9,011 9,113 9,193 9,243 9,183
South Carolina . 6,379 6,270 6,278 6,388 6,204 6,079
Texas .....ccoeee 19,715 19,794 19,853 19,771 19,639 19,191
Virginia c..oceeeeeeeeeieceeeseee e 5,796 5,808 5,804 5,822 5,114 4,969
California, Tennessee,

and West Virginia .........cccoovvevennene. 15,988 15,553 15,968 15,753 15,412 15,713
Other States .......ccoccvevieieeieeceee 17,264 17,181 16,451 17,404 17,173 16,329
United States ........ccccoovevveiiiieiecee, 252,666 252,562 252,452 252,756 252,202 251,449
Broiler-Type Chicks Placed — Selected States and United States: 2025 and 2026

Week ending
State December 27, January 3, January 10, January 17, January 24, January 31,
2025 2026 2026 2026 2026 2026
(1,000 chicks) (1,000 chicks) (1,000 chicks) (1,000 chicks) (1,000 chicks) (1,000 chicks)

Alabama ... 23,842 24,234 23,765 22,751 24,501 24,319
Arkansas .... 22,478 22,214 21,830 23,262 22,026 23,131
Delaware ... 5,833 5,965 5,953 5,638 5,759 5,610
(7T o - SRS 28,049 28,076 29,114 28,663 28,537 28,058
KentUuCKY .....ooveeieieieieieeeescee e 5,957 6,112 6,053 5,904 5,987 5,760
Maryland .... 6,685 6,510 6,570 6,668 6,899 6,918
Mississippi . 14,361 14,289 14,460 14,443 14,129 14,460
MiISSOUI <.eveeieiiiiicee e 5,574 6,006 5,998 5,774 5,367 5,541
North Carolina ........c.ccevevrivenieieeeen. 20,503 20,849 20,550 20,842 20,371 20,458
Oklahoma ........ 3,841 3,677 4,161 3,150 4,556 3,477
Pennsylvania ... 4,950 5,414 5,148 5,231 5,264 5,268
South Carolina . 5,371 5,445 4,544 4,847 4,796 4,708
Texas ....ccceeee 14,776 15,600 15,394 15,203 15,133 15,992
Virginia ..oeeeeesieeieceeeseee e 4,151 4,616 5,061 5,038 5,272 4,851
California, Tennessee,

and West Virginia .........cccoocevenennene. 13,467 13,915 13,262 14,927 13,027 13,826
Other States ......ccoocvevieiieeieeceee 14,092 13,939 14,060 13,907 13,759 12,358
United States ........ccccveeveeiiiienenee, 193,930 196,861 195,923 196,248 195,383 194,735

Broiler Hatchery (February 2026)
USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service



Statistical Methodology

Survey Procedures: Data for broiler hatchery estimates are collected weekly from all broiler-type hatcheries that hatch at
least one million chicks a year. Individual NASS regional field offices maintain a list of all known hatcheries and update
their lists on a continual basis. All hatcheries that meet the minimum size criteria are given adequate time to respond to
the weekly survey. Those that do not respond are contacted by telephone. The weekly United States total for chicks placed
includes states receiving greater than 500,000 chicks annually for grow-out.

Estimating Procedures: All data are analyzed for unusual values. Data from each operation are compared to their own
past operating profile and to trends from similar operations. Data for missing operations are estimated based on similar
operations or historical data. NASS regional field offices prepare these estimates by using a combination of survey
indications and historic trends. Individual State estimates are reviewed by the Agricultural Statistics Board for
reasonableness.

Revision Policy: Revisions are generally the result of late or corrected data. Revisions made to the previous five-week’s
data during the current week are published in this report. Final estimates are published in the annual Hatchery Production
Summary released in April.

Reliability: Estimates are subject to errors such as omission, duplication, and mistakes in reporting, recording, and
processing the data. While these errors cannot be measured directly, they are minimized through strict quality controls in
the data collection process and a careful review of all reported data for consistency and reasonableness.

Information Contacts

Listed below are the commodity specialists in the Livestock Branch of the National Agricultural Statistics Service to
contact for additional information. E-mail inquiries may be sent to nass@usda.gov.

Travis Averill, Chief, Livestock Branch...........c.ccoevuiiviiiiieniiiicciieieeieeeesee et sre e se e senes (202) 692-0069
Sherry Bertramsen — Livestock SIaughter..........coovviiiiiiiiiiiciececceeeeee e e (202) 690-8632
Tiffany Byrne — Dairy PrOQUCES .....cc.ooiuiiiiiiiieie ettt sttt ettt st beesneenaees (651) 440-7789
Ryan Cowen — Cattle, Cattle 0n FEed.........ooouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt (202) 720-3040
Kim DaPra — MilK PrOQUCHION.........cciiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt besveesbeetaesbaesssessbessseesseesseesenas (202) 720-3278
Fatema Haque — Poultry Slaughter, Turkey Hatchery, Turkeys Raised...........ccocoveevininniinininncncnnenne, (202) 720-3244
Derron Martin — Catfish, Census of Aquaculture, Egg Products, Trout........cccccocevveevenenieninnncneneenne. (202) 690-3237
Ralph Mondesir — HOZS and Pigs .......cccueiiiiiiiiieiiesiiecieeie sttt e e et staesenesevessveesnaesaesenas (202) 720-3106
Suzanne Richards — Cost of Pollination, Honey, Honey Bee Colonies, Sheep and Goats....................... (202) 720-4448
Shulonda Shaw — Capacity of Refrigerated Warehouses, Cold Storage .........ccccceeeeeenineenenenciencneennns (202) 720-3240
AUtumMn StONE — LaYers, EZES ..oooviiiiieiiie ettt st e e ee e re e st e e e e st e e et e e nnraeenaen (202) 690-3676
Takiyah Walker — Broiler Hatchery, Chicken HatChery ...........ccocveviiiiiiiiiiicieciccece e (202) 720-6147
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Access to NASS Reports

For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways:

» All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov.

» The national specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free subscription, visit
www.nass.usda.gov and click on “National” in upper right corner above “search” box to create an account and select the
reports you would like to receive.

» Economics, Statistics, and Market Information (ESMIS) — National Agricultural Library (NAL) website houses NASS’s and
other agency archived reports at https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. All email subscriptions containing reports will be sent from
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov. To receive the reports via e-mail, you will have to go to the website, create a new account and
subscribe to the reports. You should whitelist notifications@esmis.nal.usda.gov in your email client to avoid the emails going
into spam/junk folders.

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540, 7:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@usda.gov.

If you have specific questions you would like an expert to respond to, please visit our “Ask A Specialist” website at
www.nass.usda.gov/Contact Us/Ask a_ Specialist.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived
from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or
incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be
made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake(@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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USDA’s 102nd Annual

Agricultural

Outlook Forum

February 19-20, 2026 - Crystal Gateway Marriott, Arlington VA

Registration is now open to USDA's 102nd Agricultural Outlook Forum!

USDA’s 102nd Annual Agricultural Outlook Forum will be held at the Crystal City Gateway Marriott on February 19-20,
2026, and all Forum sessions will be livestreamed on a virtual platform. Join USDA’s new Chief Economist, Justin
Benavidez, as he unveils the USDA's initial 2026 forecast for the agricultural economy, commodity markets, trade, and
farm income. Hear how cutting-edge technologies and artificial intelligence are modernizing agricultural production
practices and reshaping markets. Learn from more than 80 subject matter experts, executives, and academics as they explore
some of the most pressing issues impacting agriculture. Explore USDA’s agency exhibits and discover recent USDA-funded

innovations along with the Department’s key programs and activities.

Join us in-person or virtually.
To see the Forum program and register, visit:

The 2026 Forum Website



https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/general-information/staff-offices/office-chief-economist/agricultural-outlook-forum

