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WEEKLY WEATHER 
 AND CROP BULLETIN 

emarkably quiet weather prevailed for much of the 
week, followed by sudden surges of moisture and 

bitterly cold air, respectively.  Where the moisture and cold 
air merged, starting on January 23, wintry precipitation—
snow, sleet, and freezing rain—quickly spread from 
southern sections of the Rockies and Plains into much of 
the South, East, and lower Midwest.  Damaging ice 
accretion   due   to   freezing   rain   resulted   in   more   than 
one million Southern customers losing electricity, with the  
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Footer text  

A dome of high pressure brought extreme heat to South 
Australia, which shifted eastward by week’s end.  
Daytime temperatures reached the mid-40s (degrees C) 
in South Australia and topped 40°C (as high as 43°C) 
at the end of the monitoring period in New South 
Wales and southern Queensland.  The very hot weather 
renewed stress on pastures, lowered yield prospects for  
 

reproductive cotton, and hastened summer crop 
development.  Farther north well outside of the 
country’s primary growing areas, a tropical 
disturbance brought very heavy showers (50-260 mm) 
to northern Queensland while Tropical Cyclone Luana 
made landfall in northern Western Australia with gusty 
winds and torrential downpours (200-280 mm). 
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Footer text 

Although conditions were drier  this  past  week for 
most of the region, overal l favorable weather 
continued to  promote heal thy plant growth.  
However,  continued heavy rainfal l (25-100 mm) in 
Limpopo and Mpumalanga hindered f ield drying and 
maintained a  r isk  of  additional damage to  crops 
potential ly impacted by last week’s f looding.  The 
rest  of  the corn bel t exper ienced much drier  
 

condit ions (less than 10 mm) with some scattered 
showers (10-25 mm).   Average temperatures were 
near to below normal,  with some areas up to 6°C 
cooler than usual.   In most  of the corn bel t,  daytime 
highs were general ly in the upper 20s to middle 30s 
(degrees C).  In contrast ,  ample sunshine and heat 
( reaching up to 41°C locally) accelerated 
development for Western Cape’s tree and vine crops. 
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Footer text  

While central  and some northeas tern production 
areas were dr ier  th is  week,  most  southern areas  
continued to  rece ive l igh t  to  moderate  showers (10-
50 mm).   This ra infa l l  brought  par t icu lar  re l ief  to  
La Pampa,  which had p reviously  faced ex tremely 
dry condit ions ear l ier  in  the season ,  help ing  to  
replen ish  crucial  so i l  moisture leve ls;  eas tern  
Buenos Aires,  however ,  remained dry.   A cooler  
pat tern  emerged as temperatures averaged near  to  
sl ight ly  below normal,  fal l ing 1  to  3°C below the 
seasonal  mean in  some locat ions .   Despi te  the lower  
averages,  day time highs  s t i l l  reached the  lower  to   
 

upper  30s (degrees C)  throughout the reg ion.   
Accord ing to  the government of  Argent ina,  as  of  
January 22,  co t ton,  corn,  and  soybean  plant ing were 
almost  complete .   In  La  Pampa,  ear ly-planted corn 
current ly  in  the f lowering and grain-f i l l ing s tages  
ref lected the grea test  impact  f rom prev ious heat  
and dryness,  whi le  la te r -planted crops remained  in  
bet ter  cond it ion.   Meanwhi le ,  soybeans in  sou thern 
Córdoba  were exh ibi t ing st ress  f rom h igh 
temperatures  and  moistu re def ic i t s;  spec if ical ly  in  
Río  Cuar to ,  la te-p lanted soybeans showed poor  
development due to  ongoing water  s tress .
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Footer text 

Widespread showers returned to eastern areas and 
covered most of the region, though the southeast 
remained comparatively drier in a pattern similar to the 
previous week.  Overall, rainfall averaged 25 to 100 
mm, with localized totals reaching up to 200 mm, 
whereas the southeast received less than 10 mm with 
only a few isolated showers peaking at 25 mm.  
Temperatures remained moderate across most of the 
region despite drier conditions in the southeast, with 
highs averaging in the middle 20s to middle 30s  
 

(degrees C).  Western portions of Mato Grosso and Mato 
Grosso do Sul experienced slightly higher temperatures, 
reaching the upper 30s.  According to a January 26 
report from the government of Paraná, first-harvest corn 
was largely in the final stages of grain filling and 
maturation with a good overall appearance.  Soybean 
development varied but was predominantly in the 
fruiting, grain filling, and early ripening phases.  A 
January 22 report from Rio Grande do Sul noted that 
recent stable, drier weather favored corn harvesting. 
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