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| AUSTRALIA

A dome of high pressure brought extreme heat to South
Australia, which shifted eastward by week’s end.
Daytime temperatures reached the mid-40s (degrees C)
in South Australia and topped 40°C (as high as 43°C)
at the end of the monitoring period in New South
Wales and southern Queensland. The very hot weather
renewed stress on pastures, lowered yield prospects for

reproductive cotton, and hastened summer crop
development.  Farther north well outside of the
country’s primary growing areas, a tropical

disturbance brought very heavy showers (50-260 mm)
to northern Queensland while Tropical Cyclone Luana
made landfall in northern Western Australia with gusty
winds and torrential downpours (200-280 mm).
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SOUTH AFRICA
Total Precipitation(mm)
January 18 - 24, 2026
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| SOUTH AFRICA |

Although conditions were drier this past week for
most of the region, overall favorable weather
continued to promote healthy plant growth.
However, continued heavy rainfall (25-100 mm) in
Limpopo and Mpumalanga hindered field drying and
maintained a risk of additional damage to crops
potentially impacted by last week’s flooding. The
rest of the corn belt experienced much drier

conditions (less than 10 mm) with some scattered
showers (10-25 mm). Average temperatures were
near to below normal, with some areas up to 6°C
cooler than usual. In most of the corn belt, daytime
highs were generally in the upper 20s to middle 30s
(degrees C). In contrast, ample sunshine and heat
(reaching up to 41°C locally) accelerated
development for Western Cape’s tree and vine crops.
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ARGENTINA
Total Precipitation(mm)
January 18 - 24, 2026

DO

|
Ul
o

I
N
Ul

ilO
Il

CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA
Computer generated contours
Based on preliminary data

&

| ARGENTINA

While central and some northeastern production
areas were drier this week, most southern areas
continued to receive light to moderate showers (10-
50 mm). This rainfall brought particular relief to
La Pampa, which had previously faced extremely
dry conditions earlier in the season, helping to
replenish crucial soil moisture levels; eastern
Buenos Aires, however, remained dry. A cooler
pattern emerged as temperatures averaged near to
slightly below normal, falling 1 to 3°C below the
seasonal mean in some locations. Despite the lower
averages, daytime highs still reached the lower to

upper 30s (degrees C) throughout the region.
According to the government of Argentina, as of
January 22, cotton, corn, and soybean planting were
almost complete. In La Pampa, early-planted corn
currently in the flowering and grain-filling stages
reflected the greatest impact from previous heat
and dryness, while later-planted crops remained in
better condition. Meanwhile, soybeans in southern
Coérdoba were exhibiting stress from high
temperatures and moisture deficits; specifically in
Rio Cuarto, late-planted soybeans showed poor
development due to ongoing water stress.
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BRAZIL
Total Precipitation(mm)
January 18 - 24, 2026

800

400

200

|

100

50

|

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

10

I
—

CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA
Computer generated contours
Based on preliminary data

=

| BRAZIL |

Widespread showers returned to eastern areas and
covered most of the region, though the southeast
remained comparatively drier in a pattern similar to the
previous week. Overall, rainfall averaged 25 to 100
mm, with localized totals reaching up to 200 mm,
whereas the southeast received less than 10 mm with
only a few isolated showers peaking at 25 mm.
Temperatures remained moderate across most of the
region despite drier conditions in the southeast, with
highs averaging in the middle 20s to middle 30s

(degrees C). Western portions of Mato Grosso and Mato
Grosso do Sul experienced slightly higher temperatures,
reaching the upper 30s. According to a January 26
report from the government of Paran4, first-harvest corn
was largely in the final stages of grain filling and
maturation with a good overall appearance. Soybean
development varied but was predominantly in the
fruiting, grain filling, and early ripening phases. A
January 22 report from Rio Grande do Sul noted that
recent stable, drier weather favored corn harvesting.








