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Central America Corn: Hurricanes Eta and Iota Damage Crops 
 
At the start and middle of November 2020, both Hurricane Eta and Hurricane Iota landed in 
Nicaragua as Category 4 hurricanes, causing damage to crops, infrastructure, and human lives 
throughout Central America from flooding, strong winds, and landslides. The hurricane season in 
Central America ended at the end of November. Corn is planted in three seasons in Central 
America: the primera (main season), the postrera (second season), and in some countries the 
apante (third season). Generally, the postrera harvest was almost completed in November and the 
current wet conditions could postpone the planting of the apante crops in December. Preliminary 
assessments of crop damage from the hurricanes have started throughout the region.  
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