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European Union Corn: Extreme High Temperatures and Drought Reduces Crop

European Union (EU) (MY) 2022/23 corn production is forecast at 60.0 million metric tons (mmt),
down 12 percent from last month, 15 percent below last year’s crop, and 10 percent below the 5-
year average. Area is estimated at 9.0 million hectares (mha), down 1 percent from last month and
3 percent from last year, but 3 percent above the 5-year average of 8.8 mha. Yield is estimated at
6.67 tons per hectare, down 11 percent from last month, 13 percent from last year, and 12 percent

from the 5-year average.
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Searing heat and widespread drought during pollination and tasseling has significantly diminished
the EU’s corn crop. The major producing areas in Europe are in the south — Spain, Southern France,
Italy, and the Balkans — where conditions have been highly unfavorable. These areas have been
under continuous pressure from drought and extreme heat, particularly during the vegetatively

sensitive mid-season period.
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