UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF AGKRICULTURAL ECONOi4ICS
WASHINGTON, De C.

February 14, 1951

DESPITE HEAVY JANUARY MOVEMENT STOCKS OF MERCHANTABLE
POTATOES UNUSUALLY LARGE ON ¥FEBRUARY 1 l/

Despite a heavy movement during January, holdings of merchantable potato
stocks on February 1 by growers and local dealers in or near areas of produc-
tion were unusually large, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported
today. Combined grower and dealer holdings of 125,740,000 bushels were

2 percent larger than the 123,330,000 bushels held in these storages on
February 1, 1950, Potatoes held for use as food, seced or livestock feed on
farms where grown and those purchased by the Government under the price
support program but resold to the grower are not included in these estimates
of merchantable stocks.

Estimates of ¥ebruary 1 stocks are based primarily on the estimates of

January 1 stocks less estimated marketings in January., In estimating January
marketings, consideration was given quantities purchased by the Government
under price support, recorded rail and boat movement, deliveries to processing
plants, inspection data and.truck shipments including an allowance for local
salese An allowance for expected storage losses was made in preparing
estimates of merchantable stocks held January 1. Losses in storage during
January were about in line with expectations.

Compared with a year earlier, February 1, 1951 stocks are smaller in the East,
about the same in the central part of the country, but larger in the West.,
Except in Wyoming and Nevada, holdings in each of the Western States ars
larger than the February 1, 1950 stockse. Idaho holdings are the largest
February 1 stocks of record, despite a heavy January movement.

For the 37 late and intermediate potato States, disappearance during the past
month is estimated at 34,910,000 bushels, compared with marketings of
27,260,000 bushels in January 1950 and 30,460,000 bushels in January. 1949,
Included in these quantities are Government purchases of about 10.6, 5.8 and
9 million bushels during January of the respective years. Thus, excluding
Government purchases, about 24.3 million bushels of potatoes were marketed
during the past month, compared with totals of 21.5 million bushels during
January 1950 and Jenuary 1949. Total shipments of old-crop potatoes in
carlot quantities by rail and boat during the past month amounted to
11,782,000 bushels compared with 13,150,000 bushels in Jenuary 1950, Govern-
mont purchases that moved by rail arc ineludcd in these quantities. Except
for a few days, January weather was gonerally favorable for crop movement,
During January 1951, processors in Maine and Idaho utilized large quantities
of potatoes. There was also a good movement through local market outlets in
most States.
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iyﬁfhis special report of merchanteble potato stocks is mede possible under
funds provided by the Research and Marketing Act of 1946,
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