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MERCHANTABLE POTATO STOCKS LARGE
ON MARCH 1 DESPITE CONTINUED
HEAVY MARKETINGS IN FEBRU/RY l/

March 1 stocks of merchantable potatoes held by growers and local dealers
in or near the areas where produced were 3 percent below the record-large
March 1 holdings a year ago, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported
today. Combined grower and dealer stocks on March 1, 1951 are estimated
at 87,640,000 bushels, compared with 90,580,000 bushels on hand a year
earlier. Potatoes held for use as food, seed or livestock feed on farms
where grown and those purchased by the Governmment under the price support
progrem but resold to the grower are not included in these estimates of
merchantable stocks.

Movement of potatoes from storage continued heavy during February. Govern-
ment purchases were stepped up and processors in Maine and Idaho continued

to utilize large quantities of potatoes. Movement from some areas has been
delayed by a shortage of cars. )

Compared with a year earlier, March 1 stocks are somewhat smaller in the
East, but higher in the central part of the country and in the West. The
smaller stocks in the East reflect reduced holdings in Maine where Govern-
ment purchases continue at a repid rate. In North Dakota and Minnesota,
stocks were smaller than March 1, 1950 holdings, but increesed supplies in
Wisconsin and South Dakota a little more than offset this reduction.

Except in Wyoming and Nevada, holdings in each of the Western States exceed
March 1, 1950 stocks. Record-high March 1 stocks are estimated for Idaho.
Storage losses in Montana and Wyoming have been very large.

For the 37 late and intermediate potato States, disappearance (including
Government purchases) during January and February is estimated at
73,010,000 bushels, compared with a disappcarance of 60,010,000 bushels
during the first two months of 1950. Government purchases accounted for
about 24.5 million bushels during the past two months, compared with
slightly over 14 million bushels during January and February of 1950, Rail
and boat movement during January and February of 1951 was 22.8 million
bushels, compared with 27.2 million bushels in the first two months of last
year. A reduction in the quantity of Government purchased potatoes shipped
by rail accounted for some of the shnrp drop in carlot shipments.
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