
 

    

United States and Canadian Cattle and 
Sheep 

 
ISSN: 1949-1859 

  
Released March 5, 2025, by the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), Agricultural Statistics Board, United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA). 

 

 

United States and Canadian Cattle Inventory Down 1 Percent 
 
All cattle and calves in the United States and Canada combined totaled 97.6 million head on January 1, 2025, down 

1 percent from the 98.2 million head on January 1, 2024. All cows and heifers that have calved inventory at 

41.6 million head, down slightly from a year ago. 

 

All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2025 totaled 86.7 million head, down 1 percent from the 

87.2 million head on January 1, 2024. All cows and heifers that have calved inventory at 37.2 million head, down slightly 

from a year ago. 

 

All cattle and calves in Canada as of January 1, 2025 totaled 10.9 million head, down 1 percent from the 

11.0 million head on January 1, 2024. All cows and heifers that have calved inventory at 4.34 million head, down 

1 percent from a year ago. 

 

 

United States and Canadian Sheep Inventory Up Slightly 
 
All sheep and lambs in the United States and Canada combined totaled 5.86 million head on January 1, 2025, up 

slightly from the 5.85 million head on January 1, 2024. Breeding sheep inventory at 4.27 million head, up slightly from a 

year ago. Market sheep and lambs totaled 1.59 million head, up slightly from last year. 

 

All sheep and lambs in the United States as of January 1, 2025 totaled 5.05 million head, up slightly from the  

5.03 million head on January 1, 2024. Breeding sheep inventory at 3.68 million head, up slightly from a year ago. Market 

sheep and lambs totaled 1.37 million head, up 1 percent from last year. 

 

All sheep and lambs in Canada as of January 1, 2025 totaled 805,800 head, down 2 percent from last year's number of 

822,000 head. Breeding sheep inventory at 587,100 head, down 1 percent from last year. Market sheep and lambs totaled 

218,700 head, down 3 percent from a year ago. 
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States and Canada: January 1, 2020-2023 

Class 2020 2021 2022 2023 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

Cattle and calves  ........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ..............................................................  
    Beef cows  ...............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ................................................................................................  
 
All other cattle  .............................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ...................................................................................................  

105,308.3 
 

45,339.9 
35,017.1 
10,322.8 

 
59,968.4 

 
39,935.5 

105,101.5 
 

44,992.6 
34,567.7 
10,424.9 

 
60,108.9 

 
39,613.3 

103,303.7 
 

43,968.2 
33,618.1 
10,350.1 

 
59,335.5 

 
38,863.3 

100,086.0 
 

42,833.3 
32,471.2 
10,362.1 

 
57,252.7 

 
37,878.6 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada. 

 

 

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States and Canada: 
January 1, 2024 and 2025 
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun] 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as 
percent 
of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Cattle and calves  .........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ...............................................................  
    Beef cows  ................................................................................................  
    Milk cows  .................................................................................................  
 
All other cattle  ..............................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ....................................................................................................  

98,172.4 
 

41,742.1 
31,432.5 
10,309.6 

 
56,430.3 

 
37,826.1 

97,602.2 
 

41,553.9 
31,242.2 
10,311.7 

 
56,048.3 

 
 

99 
 

100 
99 

100 
 

99 
 

(X) 

 (X) Not applicable. 
 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada. 
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States: January 1, 2020-2023 

Class 2020 2021 2022 2023 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

Cattle and calves  ........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  .............................................................  
    Beef cows  ...............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 500 pounds and over  ......................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement .......................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  .......................................................................  
    Other heifers  ...........................................................................................  
 
Steers 500 pounds and over  .......................................................................  
Bulls 500 pounds and over  .........................................................................  
Calves under 500 pounds  ...........................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ...................................................................................................  

93,768.3 
 

40,692.3 
31,348.7 

9,343.6 
 

19,950.4 
5,728.9 
4,610.0 
9,611.5 

 
16,571.2 

2,242.4 
14,312.0 

 
35,500.5 

93,586.5 
 

40,307.0 
30,856.6 

9,450.4 
 

20,045.6 
5,640.1 
4,498.0 
9,907.5 

 
16,742.8 

2,210.5 
14,280.6 

 
35,130.9 

91,788.7 
 

39,346.2 
29,965.2 

9,381.0 
 

19,656.5 
5,299.5 
4,222.1 

10,134.9 
 

16,696.7 
2,109.6 

13,979.7 
 

34,439.5 

88,841.0 
 

38,336.8 
28,939.3 

9,397.5 
 

18,760.7 
4,929.6 
4,073.6 
9,757.5 

 
16,056.5 

2,029.0 
13,658.0 

 
33,563.0 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service. 

 

 

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – United States: January 1, 2024 and 2025 
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun] 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as 
percent 
of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Cattle and calves  .........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ..............................................................  
    Beef cows  ................................................................................................  
    Milk cows  .................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 500 pounds and over  .......................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement ........................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  ........................................................................  
    Other heifers  ............................................................................................  
 
Steers 500 pounds and over  ........................................................................  
Bulls 500 pounds and over  ..........................................................................  
Calves under 500 pounds  ............................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ....................................................................................................  

87,157.4 
 

37,359.8 
28,013.0 

9,346.8 
 

18,320.0 
4,718.3 
3,951.2 
9,650.5 

 
15,959.2 

2,030.7 
13,487.7 

 
33,529.5 

86,662.2 
 

37,212.8 
27,863.5 

9,349.3 
 

18,179.9 
4,672.4 
3,914.3 
9,593.2 

 
15,802.4 

2,009.0 
13,458.1 

 
 

99 
 

100 
99 

100 
 

99 
99 
99 
99 

 
99 
99 

100 
 

(X) 

 (X) Not applicable. 
 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
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Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – Canada: January 1, 2020-2023 

Class 2020 2021 2022 2023 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

Cattle and calves  ........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ..............................................................  
    Beef cows  ...............................................................................................  
    Milk cows  ................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 1 year and over  ...............................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement  .......................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  .......................................................................  
    Other heifers  ...........................................................................................  
 
Steers 1 year and over  ................................................................................  
Bulls 1 year and over  ..................................................................................  
Calves under 1 year  ....................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ...................................................................................................  

11,540.0 
 

4,647.6 
3,668.4 

979.2 
 

1,692.2 
555.6 
421.9 
714.7 

 
1,179.0 

213.1 
3,808.1 

 
4,435.0 

11,515.0 
 

4,685.6 
3,711.1 

974.5 
 

1,686.4 
572.7 
411.5 
702.2 

 
1,184.8 

215.6 
3,742.6 

 
4,482.4 

11,515.0 
 

4,622.0 
3,652.9 

969.1 
 

1,720.2 
576.0 
413.2 
731.0 

 
1,208.5 

213.2 
3,751.1 

 
4,423.8 

11,245.0 
 

4,496.5 
3,531.9 

964.6 
 

1,690.6 
540.5 
409.8 
740.3 

 
1,232.2 

209.9 
3,615.8 

 
4,315.6 

 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada. 

 

 

Cattle and Calf Inventory by Class and Calf Crop – Canada: January 1, 2024 and 2025 
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun] 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as 
percent 
of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Cattle and calves  .........................................................................................  
 
Cows and heifers that have calved  ...............................................................  
    Beef cows  ................................................................................................  
    Milk cows  .................................................................................................  
 
Heifers 1 year and over  ................................................................................  
    For beef cow replacement  ........................................................................  
    For milk cow replacement  ........................................................................  
    Other heifers  ............................................................................................  
 
Steers 1 year and over  .................................................................................  
Bulls 1 year and over  ...................................................................................  
Calves under 1 year  .....................................................................................  
 
Calf crop 1  ....................................................................................................  

11,015.0 
 

4,382.3 
3,419.5 

962.8 
 

1,657.5 
516.6 
407.1 
733.8 

 
1,236.8 

205.5 
3,532.9 

 
4,296.6 

10,940.0 
 

4,341.1 
3,378.7 

962.4 
 

1,658.0 
520.7 
406.9 
730.4 

 
1,214.9 

201.7 
3,524.3 

 
 

99 
 

99 
99 

100 
 

100 
101 
100 
100 

 
98 
98 

100 
 

(X) 

 (X) Not applicable. 
 1 January to December calf crop. 
  Source: Livestock and Animal Products Section, Statistics Canada. 
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Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop – United States and Canada: 
January 1, 2020-2023 

Class 2020 2021 2022 2023 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

All sheep and lambs  ..........................................................................................  
 
Breeding sheep and lambs  ................................................................................  
    Replacement lambs - under one year old  .......................................................  
    Ewes - one year old and older  .......................................................................  
    Rams - one year old and older  .......................................................................  
 
Market sheep and lambs ....................................................................................  
    Market sheep 1  ...............................................................................................  
    Market lambs 2  ...............................................................................................  
 
Lamb crop 3  .......................................................................................................  

6,020.8 
 

4,416.5 
737.6 

3,483.7 
195.2 

 
1,604.3 

91.0 
1,513.3 

 
4,060.1 

6,013.7 
 

4,411.0 
742.4 

3,475.5 
193.1 

 
1,602.7 

83.0 
1,519.7 

 
4,004.8 

5,987.2 
 

4,399.6 
750.2 

3,461.6 
187.8 

 
1,587.6 

83.0 
1,504.6 

 
3,988.6 

5,976.8 
 

4,353.1 
736.4 

3,426.5 
190.2 

 
1,623.7 

87.0 
1,536.7 

 
3,919.1 

 1 United States market sheep only. 
 2 Canada market lambs include small amounts of market sheep. 
 3 January to December lamb crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section. 

 

 

Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop – United States and Canada: 
January 1, 2024 and 2025 
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun] 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as 
percent 
of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

All sheep and lambs  ...........................................................................................  
 
Breeding sheep and lambs  .................................................................................  
    Replacement lambs - under one year old  ........................................................  
    Ewes - one year old and older  ........................................................................  
    Rams - one year old and older  ........................................................................  
 
Market sheep and lambs .....................................................................................  
    Market sheep 1  ................................................................................................  
    Market lambs 2  ................................................................................................  
 
Lamb crop 3  ........................................................................................................  

5,852.0 
 

4,265.5 
725.5 

3,351.5 
188.5 

 
1,586.5 

81.0 
1,505.5 

 
3,925.3 

5,855.8 
 

4,267.1 
722.1 

3,356.5 
188.5 

 
1,588.7 

82.0 
1,506.7 

 
 

100 
 

100 
100 
100 
100 

 
100 
101 
100 

 
(X) 

 (X) Not applicable. 
 1 United States market sheep only. 
 2 Canada market lambs include small amounts of market sheep. 
 3 January to December lamb crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service and Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section. 
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Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop – United States: January 1, 2020-2023 

Class 2020 2021 2022 2023 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

All sheep and lambs  ...........................................................................................  
 
Breeding sheep and lambs .................................................................................  
    Replacement lambs - under one year old  .......................................................  
    Ewes - one year old and older  ........................................................................  
    Rams - one year old and older  .......................................................................  
 
Market sheep and lambs  ....................................................................................  
    Market sheep  .................................................................................................  
    Market lambs  .................................................................................................  
 
Lamb crop 1 ........................................................................................................  

5,210.0 
 

3,814.0 
661.0 

2,981.0 
172.0 

 
1,396.0 

91.0 
1,305.0 

 
3,190.0 

5,200.0 
 

3,798.0 
654.0 

2,974.0 
170.0 

 
1,402.0 

83.0 
1,319.0 

 
3,140.0 

5,165.0 
 

3,781.0 
655.0 

2,962.0 
164.0 

 
1,384.0 

83.0 
1,301.0 

 
3,099.0 

5,130.0 
 

3,740.0 
643.5 

2,930.0 
166.5 

 
1,390.0 

87.0 
1,303.0 

 
3,030.0 

 1 January to December lamb crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service. 

 

 

Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop – United States: January 1, 2024 and 2025 
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun] 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as 
percent 
of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

All sheep and lambs  ............................................................................................  
 
Breeding sheep and lambs ..................................................................................  
    Replacement lambs - under one year old  ........................................................  
    Ewes - one year old and older  .........................................................................  
    Rams - one year old and older  ........................................................................  
 
Market sheep and lambs  .....................................................................................  
    Market sheep  ..................................................................................................  
    Market lambs  ..................................................................................................  
 
Lamb crop 1 .........................................................................................................  

5,030.0 
 

3,670.0 
635.0 

2,870.0 
165.0 

 
1,360.0 

81.0 
1,279.0 

 
3,040.0 

5,050.0 
 

3,680.0 
635.0 

2,880.0 
165.0 

 
1,370.0 

82.0 
1,288.0 

 
 

100 
 

100 
100 
100 
100 

 
101 
101 
101 

 
(X) 

 (X) Not applicable. 
 1 January to December lamb crop. 
  Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
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Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop – Canada: January 1, 2020-2023 

Class 2020 2021 2022 2023 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (1,000 head) 

All sheep and lambs  ..........................................................................................  
 
Breeding sheep and lambs  ................................................................................  
    Replacement lambs - under one year old  .......................................................  
    Ewes - one year old and older  .......................................................................  
    Rams - one year old and older  .......................................................................  
 
Market sheep and lambs ....................................................................................  
 
Lamb crop 1  .......................................................................................................  

810.8 
 

602.5 
76.6 

502.7 
23.2 

 
208.3 

 
870.1 

813.7 
 

613.0 
88.4 

501.5 
23.1 

 
200.7 

 
864.8 

822.2 
 

618.6 
95.2 

499.6 
23.8 

 
203.6 

 
889.6 

846.8 
 

613.1 
92.9 

496.5 
23.7 

 
233.7 

 
889.1 

 1 January to December lamb crop. 
  Source: Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section. 

 

 

Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class and Lamb Crop – Canada: January 1, 2024 and 2025 
[Blank data cells indicate estimation period has not yet begun] 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as 
percent 
of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

All sheep and lambs  ...........................................................................................  
 
Breeding sheep and lambs  .................................................................................  
    Replacement lambs - under one year old  ........................................................  
    Ewes - one year old and older  ........................................................................  
    Rams - one year old and older  ........................................................................  
 
Market sheep and lambs .....................................................................................  
 
Lamb crop 1  ........................................................................................................  

822.0 
 

595.5 
90.5 

481.5 
23.5 

 
226.5 

 
885.3 

805.8 
 

587.1 
87.1 

476.5 
23.5 

 
218.7 

 
 

98 
 

99 
96 
99 

100 
 

97 
 

(X) 

 (X) Not applicable. 
 1 January to December lamb crop. 
  Source: Statistics Canada, Livestock and Animal Products Section. 

 

 

 

 

This publication is a result of a joint effort by Statistics Canada and NASS to release the number of cattle and calves by 

class and calf crop for both countries within one publication. This information was requested by the United States cattle 

industry to provide producers additional information about potential beef, mutton, and lamb supplies. United States 

inventory numbers were previously released on January 31, 2025. Canadian inventory numbers were released on 

February 25, 2025. 



  

  

Information Contacts 
 

Listed below are the commodity specialists in the Livestock Branch of the National Agricultural Statistics Service to 

contact for additional information. E-mail inquiries may be sent to nass@usda.gov. 

 

Travis Averill, Chief, Livestock Branch  ......................................................................................................... (202) 692-0069 

 

Scott Hollis, Head, Livestock Section  ............................................................................................................. (202) 690-2424 

 Sherry Bertramsen – Livestock Slaughter  ................................................................................................ (202) 690-8632 

 Ryan Cowen – Cattle, Cattle on Feed  ....................................................................................................... (202) 720-3040 

 Kim DaPra – Milk Production and Milk Cows ......................................................................................... (202) 720-3278 

 Donnie Fike – Dairy Products  .................................................................................................................. (202) 690-3347 

 Ralph Mondesir – Hogs and Pigs  ............................................................................................................. (202) 720-3106 

 Suzanne Richards – Sheep and Goats  ....................................................................................................... (202) 720-4448 

 

 

Access to NASS Reports 
 
For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways: 

 

➢ All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov. 

 

➢ Both national and state specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free 

subscription, visit www.nass.usda.gov and click on “National” or “State” in upper right corner above “search” 

box to create an account and select the reports you would like to receive. 

 

➢ Cornell’s Mann Library has launched a new website housing NASS’s and other agency’s archived reports. The 

new website, https://usda.library.cornell.edu. All email subscriptions containing reports will be sent from the new 

website, https://usda.library.cornell.edu. To continue receiving the reports via e-mail, you will have to go to the 

new website, create a new account and re-subscribe to the reports. If you need instructions to set up an account or 

subscribe, they are located at: https://usda.library.cornell.edu/help. You should whitelist notifications@usda-

esmis.library.cornell.edu in your email client to avoid the emails going into spam/junk folders.  

 

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540, 

7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, or e-mail: nass@usda.gov.  

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 

programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital 

status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation 

for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all 

programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 

print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at 

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 

program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 

found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to 

USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 

(866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 

the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 

690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/
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mailto:notifications@usda-esmis.library.cornell.edu
mailto:notifications@usda-esmis.library.cornell.edu
mailto:nass@usda.gov
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

